9f 
A MANUAL 



MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS: 



AN ANALYSIS 



THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF DISEASE 



r 



N 

By A. W. BARCLAY, M.D., 

CANTAB & EDIN. 

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS ; ASSISTANT PHYSICIAN 

TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL, ETC. ETC. 



THIRD AMERICAN 
FROM THE SECOND AND REVISED LONDON EDITION 




§^& MEBIC4L QQLZ,m& 



PHILADELPHIA: 

BLANCHARD AND LEA. 

1864. 



\NBB 

Bz+4-, 



PHILADELPHIA ! 
COLLINS, PRINTER, 705 JAVNE ST. 



33 7SK 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The very early period at which, a call has been made for a 
Second Edition of this Manual has prevented my attempting 
anything in its revision beyond verbal alterations and minor 
additions : in its plan and details the work remains the same. 

The rapid sale of the first edition proves that I was not in 
error in supposing that such an aid to clinical study would be 
acceptable to the younger members of the profession. And 
while I take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude for the 
hearty good- will with which my effort to supply an acknowledged 
deficiency has been received, and for the kindly tone of all the 
criticisms which have reached me ; I cannot but feel that it owes 
its success more to the earnestness of purpose which characterizes 
the students of the present day than to any merit of its own. 
Conscious of its many imperfections, I hail its success as an 
omen for the future of yet higher aims and nobler efforts to 
place the science of medicine on a sure and solid foundation; 
and it will be my greatest reward to have contributed in any 
way to make its study more methodical, more exact, more logical, 
and thus to give stability to its doctrines and certainty to its 
practice. 

A. W. B. 

Bruton-strbet, Berkeley-square, 
October, 1858. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



Lsr adding another to the many manuals already in the hands 
of students, a few words of explanation, and perhaps of apology, 
are necessary. 

The want of that instruction which it is meant to convey was 
felt by myself in the commencement of my studies, and many 
diligent students have expressed in my hearing a wish for some 
guide to the systematic investigation of cases in the wards of the 
hospital. This branch of medical study has been very success- 
fully cultivated on the Continent, and the English student, while 
conscious of a culpable neglect of the curative powers of reme- 
dies, cannot fail to be struck with the precision and clearness 
with which a clinical professor in Paris conducts the examination 
of his patients. 

When, in 1847, the duties of medical registrar were intrusted 
to me by the Governors of St. George's Hospital, a large field of 
study in this department was opened to me ; by the kindness and 
courtesy of the physicians I was always assisted in deciding on 
the nature of an obscure case; while the examinations after 
death so constantly practised, either ratified or corrected the 
opinion that had been formed. During the period that I held 
the office, more than twelve thousand patients came under my 
notice, and the construction of a new register of disease, classified 
on the plan adopted in this volume, led to a more earnest atten- 
tion to the methods of diagnosis. 

In offering to those now engaged in study the observations 
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here embodied, I have only committed to writing the system of 
investigation which it became my habit to pursue ; and if it lead 
them to a more familiar acquaintance with disease, and a better 
understanding of treatment, my time will not have been misspent. 
I have endeavored to arrange in a larger type the general and 
more important considerations on which diagnosis is based, 
elaborating the details, and enumerating the points of less import- 
ance in type of a smaller size. It seemed desirable that my 
younger readers should not in the first instance be perplexed by 
the number and variety of symptoms, while at the same time 
they should be furnished with all particulars on any subject 
which they wished to study more closely. 

I cannot attempt to trace back to their source all the suggestions 
received from the writings of others, and from oral instruction, 
or to separate such suggestions from the ideas which have 
occurred to myself in prosecuting this subject : and I trust that 
it will be understood that, in omitting all reference to authorities, 
there is no intention on my part either to claim the merit of 
originality or to appropriate unacknowledged the labors of others. 
If any of my esteemed friends and teachers in the Profession 
should find their own ideas or expressions repeated in this 
volume, it is only because these ideas have become established 
as truths in my own mind, and the expressions in which they 
are conveyed have become their habitual and almost necessary 
exponents. That such a manual should be free from faults, the 
utmost stretch of self-satisfied vanity could never lead me to 
believe ; I hope that they will be found to be errors of omission 
rather than of commission — that in the main the principles will 
be admitted by all to be true, while none of the details are 
calculated to mislead. 

A. W. B. 

BRfTON-STItFET, Bf.RKEI.ET-SQCARB, 

October, 1807. 



Outline of the Particulars which a Clinical Clerk ought to attempt to enu- 
merate in the History of each Case which he records. 

Address— Name— Age — Sex— Civil State— Occupation. 

History : — 

a. Of present attack. 

b. Of previous illness. » 

Present state : — 

1. General symptoms : 

a. Skin ; as to heat and dryness. 

b. Pulse ; as to frequency, force, and fulness. 

c. Tongue ; as to coating and moisture. 

d. Bowels and urine. 

e. Appetite and thirst. 

2. Appearance : 

a. Size. 

b. Aspect and expression. 

c. Color. 

3. Position or posture : 

a. In bed. 

b. Out of bed — Gait and manner. 

4. Sensations. 



Survey of regions and organs : — 

1. Innervation: 

a. Brain. 

b. Nerves. 

2. Ee3piration. 

3. Circulation: 

a. Heart. 

b. Bloodvessels. 







4. Digestion : 

a. Assimilation. 

b. Excretion — Character of stools — Analysis of urine. 

5. Reproductive organs : 

a. Syphilitic affections. 

b. Menstrual function — Number of Children — Date of last preg- 

nancy — Diseases of uterus. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The Province of Diagnosis— Symptoms, Various and Complex- 
Error of Pathognomonic Signs— of Neglect of Diagnosis— Object 
of this Treatise— True Basis of Diagnosis— in Correct Evidence 
and Knowledge of Disease— Compound Causes— Relation to the 
Theory of Disease. 

The ultimate object of study in all departments of medicine— 
the object which must ever be kept in view alike by teacher and 
p U pil — i s the relief of the patient by the successful treatment of 
disease. To this end the properties of various remedial agents 
are taught in Materia Medica, as they possess the power of neu- 
tralizing or eliminating poisons, of counteracting morbid action 
in its progress or modifying its results, and of aiding and sustain- 
ing the powers of life, when those wonderful laws of our economy 
come into operation, by which the destructive agency of noxious 
influences is combated, and the useless and effete or injured tissues 
are extruded from the body. To the same end the student must 
acquire a knowledge of the various structures of the body and 
the functions of its organs in health, as well as the pathological 
changes in solids and fluids, which become the subjects of anato- 
mical research, and the perversions of healthy function which 
may be traced at the bedside in the progress of disease : these 
belong to the domain of Physiology and Pathology. The theory 
of disease, again, combines, by the aid of experience, the perversion 
of function with the change of structure, deducing the symptoms 
observed as a necessary sequence from the disturbance of the 
laws of health to which such changes must give rise; but it 
also teaches us that there are other and more hidden elements of 
disease, stamped, in their operation on the human frame, with 
characters no less marked and distinct, which have yet evaded 
our most diligent search. This department divides itself into 
two branches. It points out the alliances and differences between 
various forms of disease and the prominent features by which 
they are characterized, and to this the name of Nosology has been 
3 
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applied ; while under the name of Semeiology it especially treats 
of the symptoms of diseased action which each organ or region of 
the body is capable of manifesting. It is the province of Diagnosis 
to combine together these various lessons, and by the application 
of the symptomatology of disease in general to any particular case, 
to arrive at a just conclusion regarding its true nature and patho- 
logy: and though it does not enter directly on the_ question of 
treatment, it has regard to all those indications on which it ought 
to be based. 

In the present imperfect condition of the science of medicine, 
too much importance can scarcely be assigned to the study of 
diagnosis, which, in its higher and more intricate departments, by 
separating the known from the unknown in our experience, may 
yet point out new relations between morbid phenomena and 
structural change ; and by enabling us to discriminate the finer 
shades of difference which distinguish various forms of allied 
diseases, must lead to a more perfect classification. Upon the 
basis of such trustworthy generalizations, we may hope ultimately 
to arrive at a more perfect knowledge of the causes which operate 
in the production of each, by successive elimination of those that 
are proved not to be essential, or, as they may be called, efficient 
causes. 

But on this question we are not to enter. Our endeavor must 
be limited to laying down rules by which the student may be 
able to recognize at ' the bedside the diseases which he has been 
already taught in the schools. And however captivating the 
study of diagnosis must be to every thoughtful mind, dealing as 
it does with facts which can be more readily appreciated than 
those which result from the action of remedies ; however gratify- 
ing to the observer to call into legitimate exercise the highest 
mental functions, and to be enabled to pronounce a judgment 
upon the evidence presented to him, which subsequent events 
shall prove to have been correct, it must still be remembered that 
this is_ but a means to an end. When elevated out of its true 
place, it only leads to the " medecine expectante ;" which, boast- 
ing of its knowledge of disease, either leaves the patient to die 
unrelieved or to struggle unassisted through his malady, or it 
raises the practitioner into a position of self-satisfied vanity, which, 
pretending to a kind of omniscience, causes him to overlook any 
fact or argument opposed to his conclusion, until death reveal 
how great and how fatal was the error. When neglected or 
despised, it produces that trifling treatment of symptoms arising 
m the course of a disease, when the more deep-seated or more 
distant cause for their production has been missed, and when, 
unfortunately both patient and practitioner are often deluded 
into the idea that a disease has been cured or eradicated, of which 
only the most prominent or most distressing symptoms have been 
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Thus guarded, however, diagnosis is to the student the best, 
nay, the only legitimate introduction to the wards of an hospital ; 
because, while its simplicity delights and its approach to certainty 
encourages him, it also best prepares him for understanding the 
uses of remedies ; it teaches him what medicine can, as well as what 
medicine cannot accomplish; it teaches him the vanity of hunting 
after specifics; it saves him from becoming utterly sceptic. 

If it were true that the symptoms by which a disease is recog- 
nized were exactly analogous in all cases, it would be enough 
that the student should commit to memory the summary contained 
in systematic treatises, when he would be at once in a condition 
to pronounce an opinion upon any case put before him. But this 
is far from being the case : the idiosyncrasy of the individual, 
including in this term all the differences exhibited by various 
persons in their susceptibility to the influence of the same noxious 
substance or emanation ; and not less than this, the varying power 
of the causes of disease, which, though unproved, and perhaps 
incapable of proof, we cannot deny, exerting an influence now 
more potent, now weaker ; the combination of these two circum- 
stances leads to an almost endless variety in the outward mani- 
festations of their operation on the human frame. The perplexity 
thus produced has led men to seek for some symptom which may 
of itself determine the nature of the malady, which may be con- 
sidered in the common phrase "pathognomonic" of the disease. 
Such simple indications would be invaluable if they were attain- 
able, but unfortunately the proof they are supposed to afford is 
based upon false induction. Some of the greatest minds have 
fallen into this error, and none more than they who have culti- 
vated the physical aids to diagnosis, first introduced by the great 
Laennec. 

By means of auscultation and percussion we reach a class of 
phenomena much simpler, and more nearly related to the diseased 
action, than those evidences which come to us through the cir- 
cuitous channel of disturbed function, reacting as every function 
does upon other organs, itself again altered or modified by them. 
They are, in fact, the necessary consequences of the morbid con- 
dition of the parts, but they are not the direct exponents of that 
state; it is only by inference that we deduce from the acoustic 
signs the nature of the pathological change. With reference to 
the lungs, for example, we learn by percussion the relative density 
of the parts struck, but the cause of that density must be proved 
by other circumstances. By auscultation we discover that the 
air enters more or less freely into one portion of the lung as com- 
pared with another; that it meets with obstacles which produce 
certain sounds; that the acoustic properties of the lung are changed 
by disease, but the causes of these phenomena must be sought 
elsewhere than in the phenomena themselves. Crepitation is often 
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spoken of as pathognomonic of pneumonia. Now it is quite true 
that clinical observation has shown, in a vast number of cases, 
that when, after death, fibrin is found effused into the parenchyma, 
such an obstruction to the admission of air at one period exists, 
that it enters the lung with a puff of crackling noise called crepi- 
tation; but until it can be shown that the noise stands to the 
fibrin 'in the relation of effect to cause, it is a false induction to 
assume that it is a certain evidence of its presence. And when 
we consider how possible it must be that some other cause of 
obstruction may produce the same effect, or one so nearly alike 
that it cannot be distinguished from it, how possible that some 
other sound altogether may be mistaken for it ; when we further 
know that both these events^ do continually happen in practice, 
and that cases of pneumonia 'do frequently present themselves in 
which crepitation is not heard at all, it will at once be conceded 
that, though an important auxiliary, it is not an essential point in 
diagnosis. 

In another class of diseases, the changes of structure are before 
our eyes; and here, if at all, the symptom might be regarded as 
pathognomonic — the pustules of smallpox, for example. But 
what shall we say of a case when death ensues before the pustule 
is formed ? I have seen differences of opinion prevail regarding 
such an one only a few hours before the patient expired. And 
similar sources of fallacy might be adduced of all corresponding 
instances of the visible, tangible results of disease. 

A perception of the errors arising from this cause has led to 
one of an opposite tendency, which teaches that the general con- 
dition of the patient must be alone considered, and that the name 
or nature of the disease is a matter of secondary importance. In 
the hands of a man of sound judgment and accurate perception, 
such a course is probably less injurious to the patient than a false 
conclusion _ formed on insufficient premises. Its peculiar evil 
consists in its leaving the student without a scheme or proposition, 
around which to collect and arrange the multitude of distinct and 
isolated facts which any case in the wards brings before him. Few 
minds, even those of the highest order, are able to divest them- 
selves wholly of hypothesis in considering any series of facts; and 
the more untrained the mind is, the more readily does it frame 
such hypotheses for the purpose of explaining them. By the term 
explaining we only mean the referring the phenomena to some 
more general principle, which seems to stand to them in the 
relation of cause to effect, and includes in itself the whole or any 
number of the facts under consideration, as its necessary or com- 
mon results or consequences. It is impossible to avoid affording 
such explanations to the student who is acquiring the principles 
of medicine, and it seems unwise to discard them in the wards of 
the hospital, where every case ought to be only an example of the 
doctrines taught in the schools; and if the teacher do not supply 
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the hypothesis, which in any given case seems to him to afford 
the true solution of the phenomena, the student will naturally 
frame one for himself, and that probably an erroneous one. At 
the same time it must be admitted by those who themselves are 
the most expert in the practice of diagnosis, that the time and 
the opportunity are not commonly afforded to give these explana- 
tions at the bedside of the patient ; and clinical lectures can only 
take up the more prominent class, or the more remarkable indi- 
vidual cases which at the time happen to be in the hospital, and 
much of the remainder is lost for the purposes of instruction. 

My object in the following pages is not to supersede the teach- 
ing of the clinical physician, but to meet this necessary imperfec- 
tion by pointing out to the student how he may best frame a true 
scheme for himself, and still more to aid him in learning the lesson 
he is daily taught, by rendering familiar. to him the principles on 
which the physician himself forms his opinion. It cannot need 
any demonstration to show that one who has thus studied will, 
when himself called upon to prescribe, all the more readily seize 
on the true form of the disease, and the exact relation it holds to 
the vital condition of the patient. 

In carrying out this intention it would be equally valueless to 
give a mere enumeration of symptoms, or to classify the excep- 
tions which experience has taught myself and others to look for, 
and the errors into which we are liable to fall. My purpose is to 
elucidate the principles as well as the practice of their interpreta- 
tion, so that whatever be their variety or perplexity, philosophical 
conclusions may be drawn from their presence, avoiding unwar- 
rantable inferences, and at least guiding the mind in a right direc- 
tion, if no satisfactory solution of any individual case can be 
arrived at. 

All true diagnosis is ultimately based upon inductions separately 
framed out of clinical and pathological investigations and experi- 
ments. By careful and repeated observation, we have succeeded, 
with every appearance of truth, in associating certain phenomena 
observed during life with particular lesions found after death ; and 
these form the first step in our progress. Sound principles have 
advanced exactly in proportion to the number and the accuracy 
of these conclusions, because there are many conditions which we 
are not yet, and perhaps never shall be, able to associate with any 
appreciable change in structure; and to them we must apply by 
inference the truths which have been taught in other instances by 
direct observation. In so far as we are able correctly to interpret 
symptoms, and to trace out in connection with them a real change 
of structure or of function which affords an adequate explanation 
of their presence, in so far are we prepared to form a correct 
diagnosis. It is not the province of this branch of study to eluci- 
date the modus operandi of the change ; but, assuming these 
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principles as true, our especial work is to learn to group symp- 
toms together, and to analyze them separately in such a manner 
that we may be able to apply to them a scheme already supplied 
to our hand, which shall in some way account for their existence. 
It is by the nature of this assumption that rational medicine is 
distinguished from empiricism. The latter equally seeks to group 
symptoms together, and to assign to each group the most suitable 
remedies; but the theory or scheme which it furnishes is not 
based on scientific principles. In the application of the theory 
to the case under observation, the two are exactly analogous. A 
comparison is to be instituted between the probable results of the 
supposed malady and those presented by the particular case, and 
their correspondence serves for the verification of the hypothesis. 
In short, it is the deductive process of reasoning applied to the 
elucidation of morbid phenomena. We gather together in the best 
manner we can the fragmentary evidence of symptoms, and we apply 
to it the known laws of causation taught by the theory of disease. 

The correctness with which this process is performed depends 
on a variety of circumstances. In the first place, it will be greatly 
influenced by the amount of evidence. This evidence has to be 
sought, and therefore much will depend on the manner in which 
the investigation is conducted. Without method, some portion 
of it is sure to be overlooked or forgotten ; with a bad method, 
the information presents itself in such a form as makes the in- 
ference of truth a matter of difficulty. The plan adopted in this 
volume is one which, on close consideration of the subject, has 
most commended itself to my own mind ; but each person will 
probably be disposed to modify it so as to suit his own habits of 
thought. 

In the second place, the correctness of the conclusion must very 
greatly depend on our assigning the true value to each portion of 
the evidence, especially if the group of symptoms be a very com- 
plex one. We still form our judgment from the aggregate, but 
we know that one part is much more trustworthy and more im- 
portant than the remainder. One single symptom even may by 
its presence or absence, turn the balance of evidence in favor of 
one disease, or exclude another; but this view of its importance 
in connection with the whole group, of which it is but a part, is 
very different from the error already pointed out of regarding any 
sign as pathognomonic." On this point correct general know- 
ledge of disease can alone give precision to our judgment; but it 
« also the province of a work on diagnosis to assign in some 
measure to each symptom its relative value 

In the third place, the verification of the result wholly depends 
upon the accuracy of our knowledge of the theory of disease The 
evidence of symptoms properly arranged leads us so fa? in the 
right direction for discovering its true seat and nature • but it 
does no more than point out a number of requirements with re 
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ference to particular organs, or to the system at large, which any 
disease must be known a priori to fulfil, before we can admit it to 
be that which exists in the case before us. 

From these considerations, I think it must be evident that the 
more numerous and the more simple the symptoms are on which 
we have to decide, the more certain must be our diagnosis. 

Further illustration may perhaps be deemed unnecessary, but 
my meaning may be made more evident by comparing the inves- 
tigation of a case to the properties of figures in geometry. Sup- 
pose that through any four fixed points straight lines are drawn 
inclosing a quadrangular space ; it is manifest that the number 
and variety of figures which may be produced is very great ; and 
if these figures are placed side by side and compared with each 
other, they will only be recognized as being four-sided figures, 
and few persons could find out that they had any other property 
in common. But if through two of the points (the first and third, 
for instance) the lines are always drawn parallel to each other, the 
number of instances is at once much reduced, and this fact is im- 
mediately recognized as being common to them all. If, in addi- 
tion to this, the lines drawn through the second and fourth points 
are also parallel, the class becomes reduced to those known as 
parallelograms, of which the opposite sides and angles are equal, 
and the original property of their passing through four fixed 
points becomes much more apparent. Further, if one of the an- 
gles is ascertained to be a right angle, we are certain that only 
one figure can fulfil all these several indications. 

Again, the parallelograms may be compared with each other 
by the relative length of their diagonals, and we find that in the 
rectangular parallelogram the two diagonals are exactly equal. 
Here, then, we may disregard all the other facts, and finding 
straight lines drawn through four fixed points, inclosing a quad- 
rangular space of which the diagonals are equal, we are certain 
that the opposite lines are equal and parallel, that all the angles 
are right angles, and that only one possible figure can possess 
these two properties, just as before we found that only one figure 
could possess all the other properties in detail. At the same time, 
if any one of these properties could not be detected on further 
investigation, we know that we must have made some mistake in 
the observation regarding the equality of the diagonals. 

In studying disease, it is manifest that attention to one system 
only cannot lead to truth, since the causes of its production may 
be various ; but when a greater number are considered, and are 
found to harmonize together, the possibility of the whole group 
bejfig produced by one or other of several causes becomes neces- 
sarily very greatly diminished. When the symptoms present are 
obscure or uncertain, it is much more difficult to trace them back 
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to their true source than when they are clear and intelligible. 
But yet we must remember that even after we seem to have 
arrived at a correct result from the comparison of two or more 
definite symptoms, yet if other important phenomena which ought 
to be found on closer search are absent, we must have committed 
an error in observation, and the opinion formed ought only to be 
persisted in when this exact correspondence can be traced, or 
good reasons can be assigned for the existence of an exception. 
Hence it sometimes happens that future examination of the same 
case, by bringing to light new symptoms, may oblige^ us to dis- 
card an hypothesis framed on insufficient premises : indeed, we 
must often suspend our judgment altogether, till the progress of 
the case has determined the actual form which the disease is 
about to assume. 

Another point must also be kept in view in diagnosis. Diseased 
action in the body is often very complex, and the phenomena 
present may not be all reducible to the results of ODe form of 
disease, or a morbid condition of one set of organs ; it may, on 
the contrary, be compounded of the effects of several causes acting 
together. And not only in such a case are the single effects asso- 
ciated together and intermingled with each other, but the product 
is a combined effect of the compound cause, in which the direct 
symptoms of each separate lesion are modified or neutralized by 
one another. It is, therefore, necessary to distinguish between 
symptoms uniformly associated with certain conditions and those 
which are merely accidental. These, again/must be divided into 
phenomena which, though not essential, are more or less directly 
connected with the morbid state, and those which are wholly in- 
dependent of it. And having collected all the evidence which 
the case affords, if it appear sufficient to establish any hypothesis, 
we have yet to make sure that no other condition of disease is 
present that might give a different interpretation to some of the 
symptoms ; and still more, when it is unsatisfactory or contradic- 
tory, must the examination be careful and extensive in order to 
discover the causes of this imperfection, and the -associations which 
modify or suppress those symptoms which each would display if 
acting alone. 

In every one of these points of view it is evident how much 
correct diagnosis must depend on a knowledge of the true nature 
and history of disease. That alone can suggest trustworthy hy- 
potheses for the explanation of the phenomena, by bringing before 
the mind the different states which commonly give rise to promi- 
nent symptoms, so that when one fails to fulfil all the requirements 
of the case, another may be substituted for it ; it teaches which 
among the phenomena are important and constant in their cha- 
racter, which are unimportant and variable; it also indicates the 
different diseases which are most likely to be associated toother 
and shows how they mutually react upon one another ° And 
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when we have reasoned to the best of our judgment upon the 
whole of the premises submitted to our consideration, such know- 
ledge can alone supply a standard of comparison, whence we learn 
what conclusions have been true or false, as the order of events 
corresponds to or differs from that which scientific experience 
teaches us to be their known course and progress. 

While thus studying diagnosis, let it not be forgotten that 
though our first aim be to arrive at a correct conclusion regarding 
the disease under which the patient is laboring, our ultimate 
object is to restore health. Therefore, while combining symptoms 
in our own mind to give unity to the whole, we must ever have 
regard to anything they may teach us concerning the condition of 
the patient. Thus, for example, in any case which may at first 
sight be regarded as one of the simplest examples of that state to 
which the much-abused term of inflammation is applied, however 
clear the evidence in favor of inflammation of any particular 
viscus, we must not act upon this knowledge alone, but must take 
into consideration the signs of strength or weakness, of increased 
or depressed vitality, which accompany it. This oversight is 
probably the most prolific source of many a hasty and ill-formed 
assumption, based on insufficient grounds. The self-evident symp- 
toms alone are considered, other phenomena are too often disre- 
garded, sources of fallacy are overlooked, and a diagnosis is 
pronounced to which the whole course of the disease is made to 
bend. Of necessity erroneous hypotheses are admitted in order 
to reconcile the evident discrepancy between the progress of the 
case and the supposed nature of the malady. Faith in treatment 
is shaken, because a false opinion once formed, remedies cannot 
be employed in a manner conducive to the recovery of the patient. 
In the end, the student becomes a fanciful speculator in place of 
a sober physician. He finds the aimless impotence of quakery 
as successful as his own misguided efforts, and follows the fashion 
of the day in homoeopathy, hydropathy, the abuse of the specu- 
lum, &c, to say nothing of the errors into which some have fallen 
in the introduction of specific modes of treatment, when their 
position and their knowledge had given' promise of better things. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

METHOD OF DIAGNOSIS. 



History of Case— Narrative of previous Symptoms— Arrangement 
of existing Phenomena — Plan of Carrying on the Investigation- 
Classification of Diseases necessary to Diagnosis — Table of Dis- 



eases. 



The discrimination of disease, as we have attempted to show, 
proceeds upon a knowledge, more or less complete, of all the 
phenomena which any given case presents. When it has termi- 
nated in the recovery or death of the patient, the series of events 
arranged in a definite and intelligible order, from their com- 
mencement to their conclusion, is comprised under what is called 
its " History," which ought to present to the mind a perfect pic- 
ture of all its important features. Unfortunately, the perusal of 
the clinical case-books of an hospital, or even the published 
reports of cases by our best authors, must convince us how little 
the real meaning of the history of a case is understood. With- 
out the key of a knowledge of the disease, derived from some 
extraneous source, it will be found too often impossible to form a 
correct diagnosis. Many of the difficulties are inseparable, to a 
certain extent, from the nature and sources of the information, 
but many are due solely to want of system and arrangement. 

The history divides itself naturally into two parts : the report 
of the patient himself or of his friends and attendants, of what 
happened before he was seen by the physician ; and the pheno- 
mena actually observed at the time of examination : the same 
distinction must be made between events occurring in the absence 
of the observer, and those noted at any subsequent visit. But as 
our object is rather to point out the true principles on which 
diagnosis is based than to give the history of diseased states, only 
casual reference can be made to ulterior changes, and, in general, 
it must be presumed that the previous history is learned by re- 
port, while the signs and symptoms are investigated as they pre- 
sent themselves on a first examination. 

The previous history is often of great importance ; it ought to 
commence with the very first deviation from health, in so far as 
the sensations and functions of the patient are concerned, and it 
ought to give a connected account of the changes which have 
subsequently passed upon these, and the origin of new symptoms. 
This account is of itself sometimes sufficient to point out the na- 
ture of the malady. It seldom happens that all the particulars 
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are correctly detailed, yet such as it is, this statement must very 
often be appealed to in reference to the duration, and order of 
sequence of particular symptoms, with a view to determine their 
immediate precursors, and the phenomena which have appeared 
to follow upon, or spring out of them. Practically it will be found 
that the more perfect this information is, whether limited to the 
present illness, or extended to a perfect acquaintance with pre- 
vious ailments, the more valuable does it prove as an aid to diag- 
nosis. 

Much care is necessary not only to get at the first deviation from health, 
but also to avoid being led away by a preconceived idea in the mind of the 
narrator, and the more so if coming from a scientific person. So much does 
the mind seek after causes of all natural phenomena, that the simplest and 
most illiterate patient is more ready to broach a theory of his illness, than to 
tell his sensations or his sufferings. 

It is also to be remembered, that although disease has a distinct and intel- 
ligible history, because it follows a definite course, yet the story of the patient 
is often inconsistent with itself. General inconsistency on all points is com- 
monly an evidence of imaginary, hypochondriacal or hysterical maladies. 
Partial inconsistency may arise from the existence of different diseases, either 
simultaneously or at successive periods, and the misplaced association of the 
symptoms belonging to each, or simply from incorrectness of observation. 

Sometimes the narration of past sensations and sufferings may tend to lead 
the observer away from the true seat of the malady, inasmuch as not unfre- 
quently disease of central organs first makes itself known by symptoms in 
remote parts. Against this there can be no safeguard but a thorough know- 
ledge of the relations subsisting between morbid states and the possible phe- 
nomena which may attend upon them. Again, symptoms of importance may 
be forgotten, and circumstances which must greatly influence our opinion on 
the case may have been omitted, and these points must be inquired into. The 
same knowledge of the associations of morbid states and their phenomena 
leads us to ask such questions as may determine whether the symptoms de- 
tailed have been caused by one condition or another (e. g., whether pain has 
been caused by inflammation from the knowledge whether fever has been pre- 
sent or not). 

Out of this further inquiry arises one of the greatest and most common 
sources of fallacy ; and it is great in proportion as the history and sensations 
of the patient become the sources of information, and the alterations in struc- 
ture or function of which we can take cognizance are few and indistinct. It 
springs from the necessity of framing an hypothesis of the disease from the 
general outline already given of the case, and the anticipation arising out of 
this hypothesis, that certain phenomena ought to be present : in consequence 
of this persuasion, interrogatories assume the form, more or less, of leading 
questions, unconsciously to the inquirer himself; and this cannot fail to bias 
the mind of the person to whom they are addressed. 

This preliminary investigation leads to the association of symp- 
toms according to their order of sequence, and we must be careful, 
by observing them from another point of view, to correct any 
false impression to which it may have given rise. While, there- 
fore, we follow the patient telling his own case in his own way, 
it is quite essential that we should make a subsequent and inde- 
pendent investigation of existing symptoms according to some 
systematic course, which shall have the effect of ranging them in 
such scientific groups as may most readily and naturally lead to 
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the detection of the cause which best accounts for their origin, 
and most fully satisfies all the requirements of the case. 

In seeking for such an arrangement, we find that there are two 
great classes of indications, the general and the- local; each ol 
these comprehending two divisions, the subjective and the objec- 
tive, the sensations of the patient, and the alterations m structure 
or function of which the observer can take note. 

It may be useful to notice here that different names are assigned to these 
phenomena, as the indications which they afford happen to be derived from 
perversion of vital functions, or from altered relations of parts to each other, 
or to the external world. These are known by the names respectively of vital 
symptoms and physical signs : thus, pain is one of the symptoms, while swell- 
ing and redness are among the signs of local inflammation ; cough and expec- 
toration represent the symptoms, the noises produced by the meeting of air 
and fluid in the bronchial tubes are the signs of bronchitis. I believe this 
division was intended originally to mean much more than this ; it was believed 
that every disease had not only its category of symptoms, which might, any 
or all of them, be common to it with other diseases, but that each had for 
itself its peculiar distinguishing sign or mark, by which it was as readily 
recognized as by its name (for instance, the rale crepitant for pneumonia, the 
rale sous-crepitant for pulmonary oedema, &c). But we shall find as we pro- 
ceed that the absence of the sign does not imply absence of the disease, and 
its presence affords at best only a strong presumption in favor of a certain 
condition of parts. 

If general and local indications could be arranged so as to 
correspond to general and local diseases, it would be enough to 
discuss them in this order ; but the two are so inextricably min- 
gled together, that no more can be done than merely to adopt, so 
far as possible, the plan of taking general indications first, and 
special indications afterwards; for we must often reconsider the 
general symptoms in investigating local disease, as we must also 
frequently anticipate special signs in inquiring into conditions of 
general disorder. No observation can be considered complete 
which has not taken note as well of the general state of the 
patient as of the particular condition of each individual organ, 
under both these aspects ; and however we may endeavor to sim- 
plify the inquiry, omissions can only be avoided at the expense 
of occasional repetition. It will constantly happen in practice 
that the same indication which has been already noted in regard 
to duration and sequence, must again be reviewed both in its 
bearing on the general condition of the system, and also in its 
relation to lesions of particular organs. 

When the student is introduced to the bedside of the patient,' 
it is of great importance that he should carry in his mind a cer- 
tain definite course of inquiry, according to which he should 
endeavor to trace out a faithful history of the case, so that with- 
out any guide but his own investigation, he may be able to frame 
a history which will leave him in little doubt as to the depart- 
ment in the theory of disease to which it ought to be referred 
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We are at present only engaged in inquiring into the uses of such an investi- 
gation, in so far as it leads to a correct diagnosis ; but every one of the separate 
features in the picture may be of importance in determining the treatment. 
Even when a correct diagnosis is formed, various remedies will suggest them- 
selves to the mind of the practitioner as equally applicable, and their judicious 
selection very often depends upon a due consideration of the antecedents and 
peculiarities, much more than upon the name given to the disease, or the place 
it may hold in a scientific classification. 

The student will do well to commit to writing the results of his inquiries. 
There is no means nearly so successful in giving system and correctness to his 
investigation ; in no other way can he acquire the habit of observing all the 
phenomena of any given case, or tracing their bearing on each other; and 
nothing will so effectually teach him to mark correctly, and estimate justly, 
each successive fact elicited by his own inquiries, or volunteered by the patient. 
From the whole evidence thus faithfully committed to writing can he alone 
hope to form a correct diagnosis. His written description ought to be a full 
and accurate account of all that he sees, hears, feels, or even smells, and must 
never embody any conclusions he has formed from them until the whole inquiry 
has terminated. Thus, to take a prominent example — in examining the lungs, 
however distinct he may fancy the evidence of a cavity to be, he ought never 
to put down in his notes "cavernous rales," or "cavernous breathing," but 
what he actually hears — gurgling sounds, loud or very loud, blowing, expira- 
tory breath-sound, &c. ; everything, in fact, just as it is heard ; as he proceeds, 
it is quite possible that other signs or symptoms may be observed so incon- 
sistent with the hypothesis, that it would be quite unwarrantable to assume 
the existence of a cavity — a conclusion which ought only to be formed from 
the coincidence of several other phenomena. 

The following plan has seemed to me the best adapted for 
obtaining the information required, and is that which is adhered 
to in the following pages, but admits of modification according 
to the previous course of study or habits of the individual. It is 
merely offered as one which has been found practically most ser- 
viceable in making available notes of a large number of cases. 

It may be divided into four principal sections. After a pre- 
liminary inquiry into the age, occupation, and habits of the pa- 
tient, and also ascertaining if there have been any previous similar 
attacks or any important illness, we proceed — 

1. To inquire when the first deviation from health occurred, 
how it was manifested, and what was the order of sequence among 
the phenomena. 

2. To examine into the general state of the patient at the time 
of observation, as manifested both by objective and subjective 
phenomena. 

3. To make a rapid survey of all the organs, especially with 
reference to his sensations. 

4. While doing so, to examine more particularly any organ to 
which the history of the case, the general indications, or the sensa- 
tions of the patient especially point, and now to investigate the 
objective as well as the subjective phenomena of the particular 
organ. 

In short, we first get all the information we can of what has 
happened, we next feel his pulse, look at his tongue, &c, then ask, 
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with reference to each of the larger divisions of the trunk, whether 
he has anything to complain of, stopping in our progress to make 
more minute investigations whenever it seems necessary. 

In endeavoring to point out to the student the probable devia- 
tions from health he may meet with in various parts of the body, 
in the order in which they present themselves according to this 
arrangement, it will necessarily happen that the diseases of which 
they are the indications should be discussed in a similar order; 
and as it is not my wish to create for diagnosis a distinct place in 
the science of medicine, but to make it subservient to practice, it 
seems desirable to adapt it as much as possible to a scientific and 
practically useful classification. For this purpose, that has been 
selected which is in use at St. George's Hospital, which, it is hoped, 
will be intelligible to all, as it is most familiar to myself; but it 
is not put forward here as possessing any claims to perfection. 
Its principle is — 

I. To throw into a large group at the commencement all those 
diseases which, while perhaps manifesting themselves in particular 
organs, are more or less proved to have their origin in general 
conditions of system. 

This is again subdivided into twenty-one heads, grouped in the 
following order : — 

1. Those which are believed to have a specific origin; of which 
the febrile diseases are placed first, including many of the so-called 
"zymotics." Next come rheumatism arid gout, followed by such 
as are wholly adventitious, the poisons, entozoa, &c. 

2. Diseases of uncertain or variable seat, dropsies and hemor- 
rhages, which, pathologically, might be regarded as merely indi- 
cations of deeper-seated lesion, but which, from the consistency of 
their signs and symptoms among themselves, and their dependence 
on a variety of pauses, also demand separate investigation. 

3. The chronic blood ailments — purpura, scurvy, anaemia, &c. 

4. The constitutional ailments of solid parts; scrofula, tubercle, 
and morbid growth. 

5. The quasi-nervous diseases; the symptoms of which are 
principally derived from functional derangements of the nervous 
system, m the ultimate distribution of its filaments, and in relation 
to muscular fibre : they thus stand in juxtaposition to diseases of 
the bram and nerves immediately following. 

II. To take in detail the diseases of special regions, or svstems 
of organs. J 

In this class we commence with the brain and nerves, and de- 
scend regularly to the thoracic and abdominal viscera, which are 
ranged in several groups, and we conclude with the bones, joints, 
muscles and skm. In each subdivision the acute take precedence 
ot the chronic diseases. 
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The following table represents this mode of classification : — 

I. Fevers. 

1, Continued fever ; 2, Eemittent fever ; 3, Influenza ; 4, 
Epidemic cholera. 

II. Eruptive Fevers. 

1, Measles ; 2, Scarlatina ; 3, Varioloid ; 4, Erysipelas. 

III. Intermittent Fevers. 

1, Quotidian ; 2, Tertian ; 3, Quartan ; 4, Irregular. 

IV. Kheumatism. 

1, Acute ; 2, Subacute and slight ; 3, Chronic. 

V. Gout (including rheumatic gout). 

VI. Poisoning. 

1, Irritant poisons ; 2, Narcotic poisons ; 3, Gaseous poi- 
• sons; 4, Animal virus ; a, Syphilis and gonorrhoea ; b, 
Hydrophobia ; c, Glanders and bites of reptiles, &c. 

VII. Colica Pictonum. 

VIII. Entozoa. 

1, Intestinal worms ; 2, Echinococcus hominis, &c. 

IX. Dropsy. 

1, Anasarca ; 2, Ascites. 

X. Hemorrhages. 

1, Epistaxis ; 2, Haemoptysis ; 3, Haematemesis ; 4, Haema- 
turia ; 5, Intestinal hemorrhage ; 6 ; Uterine hemorrhage. 

XI. Purpura and Scurvy. 

XII. Anaemia. 

XIII. Chlorosis. 

XIV. Cachaemia. 

XV. Scrofula. 

XVI. Tubercular Diseases. 

1, Phthisis pulmonalis ; 2, Tubercles in peritoneum ; 3, 
Tubercles in brain. 

XVII. Morbid Growths. 

1, Cysts ; 2, Encephaloid cancer ; 3 ? Scirrhus ; 4, Colloid 
cancer ; 5, Growths from bone. 

XVIII. Hysteria. 

XIX. Chorea. 

XX. Delirium Tremens. 

XXI. Tetanus. 
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XXII. Diseases of the Brain and Spinal Cord. 

1, Cephalitis ; 2, Chronic disease ; 3, Apoplexy ; 4, Epi- 
lepsy ; 5, Functional disturbance ; 6, Insanity ; 7, In- 
flammation of cord. 

XXIII. Paralysis. 

1, Hemiplegia ; 2, Paraplegia ; 3, Local paralysis. 

XXIV. Neuralgia. 

1, Tic douloureux ; 2, Sciatica ; 3, Hemicrania ; 4, Angi- 
na ; 5, Other forms of neuralgia. 

XXV. Diseases of the Heart. 

1, Pericarditis ; 2, Endocarditis ; 3. Hypertrophy ; 4 ; Di- 
latation ; 5, Valvular lesion. 

XXVI. Diseases of Bloodvessels. 
1, Aneurism ; 2, Phlebitis. 

XXVII. Diseases of the Respiratory Organs. 

1, Laryngitis; 2, Tracheitis; 3, Pneumonia; 4, Pleurisy; 
5, Pneumothorax ; 6, Bronchitis ; 7, Emphysema ; 8, 
Asthma; 9, Pertussis. 

XXVIII. Diseases of the Mouth and Pharynx. 

1, Glossitis ; 2, Quinsy ; 3, Enlarged tonsils ; 4, Ulceration; 
5, Mumps. 

XXIX. Diseases of the (Esophagus and Stomach. 

1, Stricture ; 2, Ulceration ; 3, Gastritis ; 4, Dilatation of 
stomach ; 5, Dyspepsia. 

XXX. Diseases of the. Intestinal Canal. 

1, Constipation ; 2, Obstruction ; 3, Enteritis ; 4, Diarrhoea; 
5, Dysentery ; 6, Ulceration ; 7, Tympanites. 

XXXI. Diseases of the Peritoneum. 

1; Acute peritonitis ; 2, Chronic peritonitis. 

XXXII. Diseases of the Liver and Gall-bladder. 

1, Inflammation and congestion ; 2, Enlargement ; 3, Cir- 
rhosis ; 4, Jaundice ; 5, Gall-stones. 

XXXIII. Diseases of the Spleen. 

XXXIV. Diseases of the Pancreas. 

XXXV. Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 

1, Nephritis and nephralgia; 2, Abscess; 3, Ischuria; 4, 
Albuminuria ; 5, Diuresis ; 6, Cystitis. 

XXXVI. Diabetes. 

XXXVII. Diseases of the Ovaries. 
1, Dropsy ; 2, Tumors. 
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XXXVIII. Diseases of the Uterus and Vagina. 

1, Amenorrkoea ; 2, Menorrhagia ; 3, Leucorrhoea ; 4, Tu- 
mors ; 5, Prolapsus ; 6, Ulceration ; 7, Congestion ; 8, 
Vaginitis. 

XXXIX. Diseases of Bones and Joints. 

XL. Diseases of the Muscles. 

XLI. Diseases of the Skin and Cellular Tissue. 

1, Erythema ; 2, Urticaria and Eoseola ; 3, Lichen and 
Prurigo; 4, Squamous eruptions; 5, Vesicular erup- 
tions ; 6, Pustular eruptions ; 7, Pompholyx and Eupia ; 
8, Vegetable parasites-; 9, Tubercle of the skin, Lupus, 
&c. ; 10, Cellular inflammation and abscess. 

Although this arrangement will be followed as much as possible in the order 
of investigation of symptoms and signs, yet it will often be found matter of 
convenience to refer the local symptoms attendant on the first great division 
to the examination of the organs in which they are severally found, and, in 
some instances — as. for example, phthisis — in which the general symptoms are 
so essentially combined with local changes, to defer almost the whole consi- 
deration of the disease until we come to the organ in which these changes 
occur. 
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CHAPTER II. 

DURATION AND SEQUENCE OF PHENOMENA. 

Dividing Diseases into Acute and Chronic — Long Ailment — Pain 
in reference to Duration — Order of Sequence — Established Course 
of Disease. 

The inquiry into the first manifestation of any deviation from 
health, the duration of the disease, and the order and sequence 
of the phenomena, is of considerable importance, as denning in gene- 
ral terms not only the whole period of the illness, but also, in 
some measure, the continuance of each particular derangement, 
and establishing a certain relation between each new symptom 
and that which immediately preceded it. 

From the preliminary inquiry as to the age, occupation, and 
habits of the patient, valuable suggestions are sometimes obtained. 
We need not dwell upon the variations in the character of dis- 
eases, as they occur in infancy, youth, adult life, and old age, 
because these are rather associated with stages of development 
than with periods of years ; but we may refer to the information 
of tardy growth or premature decay, which the contrast between 
the actual and the probable age of the individual sometimes re- 
veals ; and to the liability at certain ages to the (*3currence of 
specific diseases. In a still more marked manner does the occu- 
pation of the patient become the direct index of the disease under 
which he is laboring, as we know that in the pursuit of certain 
trades men are necessarily exposed to the influence of various 
morbid agencies. Nor less important is a knowledge of previous 
habits in enabling us to calculate the strength of constitution, or 
the tendency to unhealthy action, in warning us that certain modes 
of treatment must or must not be adopted, and in pointing out the 
diseases which will be the probable consequence of baneful in- 
dulgences. 

1. Duration divides diseases into acute or rapid, and chronic 
or slow. 

2. It sometimes tells of a previous condition of weakness and 
long ailment, which, though it does not negative the subsequent 
occurrence of acute disease, guards against a hasty decision, and 
is ot immense value in determining on treatment. 

3. It gives a measure of the intensity of pain and suffering, 
by enabling us to compare its effect on the patient's health with 
its alleged duration. ' 

4. The order of sequence helps us in tracing back the pheno- 
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mena of disease to their origin, while the first deviation from 
health sometimes points at once to the organ affected. 

5. It sometimes enables us to exclude certain possible diseases 
to which the symptoms might lead, by the knowledge that in 
their course events occur at fixed periods, which may have been 
already passed by. 

1. The question -whether a disease be acute or chronic is not one merely of 
intensity. The clinical history, the pathological changes, and the treatment, 
are all of them often very different, not only in degree, but also in kind. Little 
is known of the essence of disease ; and when similar causes give rise to some- 
what similar groups of symptoms, we are content to assume a similarity iu 
the disease. This we do even when in detail it may be very difficult to point 
out an exact resemblance between any of the particulars in two cases bearing 
the same name, of which the one has been of long duration and minor inten- 
sity, while the other has been of shorter duration and greater intensity. The 
name is merely the mark or sign by which we agree to distinguish the group 
of symptoms ; and its relation to other similar groups is conveyed by the 
resemblance of their denomination. But the inquiry has a further applica- 
tion ; for, inasmuch as the existing phenomena may be produced by one of 
two causes, of which one develops its effects in more rapid succession than 
the other, the duration of the disease will often aid in determining to which 
of the two they are to be referred. 

2. Long ailment may imply either a peculiar susceptibility in the constitu- 
tion of the patient which exaggerates minor sufferings, or an actual depression 
of the vital powers, from protracted illness. In each case, evidence of a re- 
cent severe attack must be unquestionable before we give our assent to the 
existence of acute disease ; in the one, because the susceptibility of the patient 
so greatly influences the character of the symptoms ; in the other, because 
the depression of the vital powers renders the supervention of active disease 
more improbable, and stamps it with a character different from that which it 
has in a healthy individual. In both cases, bearing in mind the subservience 
of diagnosis to treatment, the information is most valuable in directing the 
selection of remedies. 

3. The duration of pain has a very important bearing on the diagnosis of 
hysteria and neuralgia. Here it may be observed how impossible it is, from 
the description of the patient, to form any idea of the exact amount of pain 
and suffering, or to institute any comparison between the expression of it as 
employed by different individuals. One will talk composedly during a severe 
operation ; another looks pale and haggard and seems to be in great pain, 
perhaps really does suffer much from a mere nervous affection, which exists 
chiefly in the imagination, and is principally maintained by the attention being 
continually directed to it. Here, there is the inconsistency that a very unim- 
portant distraction serves to withdraw the attention, and thereby removes all 
recollection of its existence and every indication of its continuance. A third 
person suffers severely from paroxysms of pain, which no amount of pre-occu- 
pation can prevent, no distraction during its continuance can suspend ; yet in 
this case there may be no structural change to account for the presence of 
pain. The power of distracting the attention is often the only distinction 
between that which is unimportant and transitory and that which is of grave 
import and exceedingly untractable until its duration and recurrence, and the 
exhaustion it produces, point out its reality. 

Duration is, therefore, a point of great value in judging of the intensity 
and importance of expressions of pain. a. Severe pain of long continuance 
must have told on the health of the sufferer, b. The pain of a nervous affec- 
tion may be actually greater than that accompanying a severe disease in the 
same locality ; but the continuance of disease produces far more important 
changes than can result from the mere persistence of pain. c. When local 
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pain is of short duration, if it be only one of the features of long-standing 
illness by which the constitution has not been affected, it must be regarded as 
of minor importance. 

4. A certain amount of caution is necessary in adopting the patient's 
description of the order of sequence of symptoms. It is remarkable how, in 
slowly advancing maladies, nature accommodates herself so completely to 
immense alterations in structure, that until some unusual event occurs, the 
patient is utterly unconscious of any deviation from health ; or it may be 
there is only a sense of malaise, without the possibility of tracing this feeling 
to its cause, or of naming any single symptom which has attended it. Sud- 
denly some change occurs of which the patient becomes cognizant, and then 
other sensations which previously existed take form and shape in his mind, 
and consequently find place in his description, after that which is in reality 
their effect and not their cause. 

Again, so intimate are the relations maintained between all parts of the 
body, that it may not be in the very locality in which disease has commenced 
that symptoms of its presence first arise ; and hence sometimes the first feeling 
of illness does not directly point to its true seat. This must be corrected by 
knowledge of the theory of disease, and the various symptoms by which it is 
accompanied. 

With these qualifications, the first real deviation from health is of much 
value in leading us back to the true seat of disease. 

5. Most diseases have a certain established course, which, either in broad 
and general outline, or even in minor detail, is followed by all the examples 
coming under observation ; and although we cannot prescribe the exact limits 
of these sequences, either in days or weeks, yet there are periods of greater 
or less duration during which certain phenomena must present themselves, 
or else our diagnosis has been utterly at fault. This fact forms one of the 
elements of prognosis, and points out its association with a just discrimination 
of the nature of a malady in the first instance. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL CONDITION OF THE PATIENT. 

Objective and Subjective Phenomena — General Symptoms ; Skin; 
Pulse; Tongue; Bowels and Kidneys; Thirst and Hunger — 
Appearance — Position or Posture — Sensations — Particular 
Signs. 

We next proceed to inquire into the general state of the pa- 
tient at the time of observation ; our information being derived 
from a consideration of all those phenomena which are not con- 
fined specifically to any particular organ. 

They are either objective or subjective. Objective phenomena are those 
changes in the condition of vital functions of which the observer becomes 
conscious by his own perceptions. They may occasionally point out the ac- 
tual seat of disease, but generally they acknowledge a variety of causes, and 
therefore only pave the way for further investigation. They are much more 
trustworthy than subjective phenomena, because to them we can apply the 
test of experience and comparison, which gives them a certain relative value, 
in all cases in which they are found. They are independent of the patient's 
sensations or imagination, and are less under the control of his volition ; they 
are therefore less liable to be simulated or exaggerated. 

Subjective phenomena have spetial reference to the sensations of the pa- 
tient ; they may, to a certain extent, express his consciousness of general 
derangement of health ; but their more direct tendency is to point out the 
particular function which is disturbed, and hence the particular organ or por- 
tion of the body where disease is located. 

The two classes are in great measure inseparable. They may 
be divided into the four following groups : — 

1. General symptoms, as pertaining to — 

a. Temperature and dryness of skin ; 

b. Fulness and quickness of pulse ; 

c. Appearance of the tongue ; 

d. State of bowels and kidneys ; 

e. Desire for food and drink ; 

It is indispensable to a correct result that the whole of these 
should be always taken together, as the indications derived from 
one source serve to correct those drawn from another, and any 
one of them is valueless as standing alone. 

2. The general appearance of the patient : — 

a. Size, including emaciation, and increase of bulk, whether 
general or local ; 

b. Aspect of face, and expression ; 

c. Changes of color of skin, general and local. 
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3. His position, or posture : — 

a. In bed ; the manner of lying— on the back, on either 
side ; quiet, restless, &c. 

b. Out of bed ; posture, gait, stiffness or loss of power of 
limbs. 

4. The sensations of the patient. 

§ 1. The indications of a general condition of system, derived 
from a comparison of the symptoms exhibited by the skin, pulse, 
tongue, bowels, thirst, and appetite, serve to determine whether 
the condition be one associated with febrile disturbance or not ; 
and in this view the intensity of one symptom is of very much 
less importance than the complete agreement of all. A mutual 
relation of some of them points out the opposite conditions of 
vigor or weakness, on which so much of correct treatment de- 
pends ; while their harmony or inconsistency is one of the very 
first elements in rational diagnosis. 

a. The temperature of the skin may be either colder or hotter 
than natural, and each of these conditions may be accompanied 
by moisture or dryness. This relation must always be taken into 
consideration; heat and dryness generally characterize febrile 
excitement, coldness and moisture indicate prostration and weak- 
ness ; a hot and moist skin, or a cold and dry one, are each of them 
less significant than their opposites. 

We have also to pay attention to the casual changes in external circum- 
stances by which its condition may be modified ; such as the effects of exer- 
cise or fatigue ; the temperature of the surrounding atmosphere, and the im- 
mediate consequences of exposure ; or even the temporary effects of mental 
excitement. In ordinary changes of temperature, moisture, by a natural law, 
attends its elevation, dryness its depression ; while these again react upon 
each other, evaporation producing coolness, and vice versa. In disease this 
association is sometimes, but not always, broken through ; and hence, while 
a hot, dry, and pungent skin indicates a febrile state, a hot and moist skin 
may, or may not, be the consequence of disease, and its value can only be 
estimated by determining the causes which have given rise to it. Similarly 
a cold moist skin, in severe disease, is a most alarming evidence of collapse, 
and a clammy skin generally indicates debility, while a cold and dry skin is 
either simply the effect of exposure in perfect health, or is found, as the cutis 
anserina, at the moment of rigor in fever. 

b. The characters observable in the pulse are chiefly change of 
rate or frequency, of volume or fulness, and of force or firmness. 
These changes are, to a certain extent, expressive of really differ- 
ent conditions of system ; but with reference to febrile action we 
have to consider their relation to each other, and to other con- 
ditions, especially that of the skin. It is from these two sources 
that we derive evidence of the difference between inflammation, 
or inflammatory fever, and simple or continued fever. The skin 
is more apt to be moist when its temperature is raised by inflam- 
mation ; to be dry when it is the accompaniment of fever. The 
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pulse has more frequency and less force in fever ; greater force, 
and commonly less frequency in inflammation. These distinctions 
are all-important in treatment, but in diagnosis they do no more 
than give a general impression that one or other condition is most 
probably present. 

The age of the patient has an important influence over the fre- 
quency of the pulse ; sex and habit over its fulness and firmness. 

The pulse maybe quickened by mere excitement; the tongue maybe at 
the same time coated from disorder of the bowels; but this condition must 
not be mistaken for fever, nor, if associated in a delicate female with pain in 
the left side, be taken as indicative of pleurisy. The state of the skin, as well 
as the absence of thirst and the character of the urine, will here probably de- 
cide against any such supposition. Acceleration of pulse, to be important, 
must be constant and persistent, not transient and varying with temporary 
excitement, &c. Certain chronic states are also accompanied by acceleration 
of pulse, such, for example, as heart-disease and phthisis ; and here again the 
indications from other sources, even without considering the special indications 
derived from its force or firmness, enable us to correct an impression of acute 
or febrile disorder. 

Changes in volume chiefly give rise to impressions of the pulse being full or 
empty, large or small; but these are necessarily associated with conditions of 
hardness or softness, strength or weakness, which are expressive of changes 
in force. The impressions of this character are conveyed to the finger by the 
greater or less degree of compressibility ; the pressure required to obliterate 
the current. Deviations occurring within the limits of health generally com- 
bine fulness with firmness, weakness with smallness. We do not expect to 
find a similar pulse in a man of sedentary occupation, and in one of active, or 
perhaps laborious, pursuits : the pulse of the female has neither the fulness 
nor the force of the other sex. And while these point to real differences in 
constitution, which guide us in the adaptation of remedies, they are not the 
less to be borne in mind in judging of the extent of deviation in disease. 

Certain names have been given to unusual combinations of the 
characters just mentioned, with which the student must make 
himself acquainted : thus smallness, with force, gives rise to what 
is termed a hard pulse, or, in extreme cases, a wiry pulse ; large- 
ness, with want of force, to a soft pulse ; emptiness and frequency 
to what is often called a rapid pulse. 

Irregularity of pulse has very important bearings upon special forms of 
disease, but is of less consequence as a symptom of the general condition of 
the patient. 

c. The state of the tongue is to be noted with reference to its 
coating and its degree of moisture ; and the latter is probably of 
more importance than the former in its bearing on our present 
inquiry. The characters of its coating vary in thickness, extent, 
and color or general appearance : it may resemble a thin coating 
of white paint, or of paste, or look like buff-leather ; the fur may 
be limited to the back of the tongue, or the tip and edges alone 
are left clean and red ; a red streak may be observed in the centre, 
or the organ has a general patchy appearance ; lastly, the coating 
is either white, yellow, or dark and brown. Sometimes, on the 
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other hand, the tongue appears unusually clean, and has a smooth 
and peeled appearance, or is chapped, or marked by prominent 
papillae. Each of these conditions is, again, associated with dif- 
fering degrees of moisture or dryness. Sometimes the excessive 
moisture gives it an appearance of fiabbiness or oedema. Its 
relation to the condition of the bowels must not be overlooked. 

No organ more quickly indicates derangement, however slight : in every 
state it sympathizes, and many of the variations just mentioned have especial 
reference to particular forms of disease : but they have still greater signifi- 
cance, as symptoms of the general condition of the patient ; the least import- 
ant being those in which the fur is confined to the back of the tongue, or is 
thick and yellow, and bears evidence of large accumulation. The moist, flabby, 
or cedematous condition is wholly opposed to the idea of febrile excitement; 
the red patch in the centre, and the peeled or chapped condition of the mucous 
membrane, are very important evidence of the form which a febrile condition 
has assumed, but they may be in various degrees exhibited without the exist- 
ence of fever, properly so called : on the other hand, a bright red tip and 
edges, or a dark brown fur, are more decidedly characteristic of fever. As a 
general rule, dryness is more indicative of a febrile state than any appearance 
which the coating presents. Accidental circumstances must not be over- 
looked : a patient in a weak state waking from a short sleep after taking food 
will have a dry tongue ; one who has recently taken any fluid will have a moist 
one, in cases in which neither condition is persistent or permanent. 

d. The state of the bowels and kidneys is at present to be con- 
sidered only in general terms, whether there be constipation or 
diarrhoea, abundant or scanty discharge of urine. These ques- 
tions must again present themselves in investigating the separate 
organs, but the knowledge of the condition of the bowels is here 
necessary to qualify the observations made upon the condition of 
the tongue; and the quantity of the urine has a similar relation 
to the existence of thirst. 

In discussing the diseases of the intestinal canal, we shall have to refer not 
merely to the great fact of the frequency of the stools, but their appearance 
and consistence will be found each to have a definite bearing on diagnosis. 
The existence of constipation or diarrhoea deprives a coated tongue of much 
of its importance, considered with reference to a general state of system. 
Hence the value of the observation is in proportion to the explanation it 
affords of the appearance of the tongue. It is also sometimes suggestive of 
disease in remote organs, of which the diarrhoea of phthisis, and the constipa- 
tion attendant on inflammation of the brain may be taken as examples. 

With regard to the urine it may be remarked, that while an abundance of 
pale limpid urine entirely negatives the idea of acute or febrile disease, an 
opposite state, its being scanty and loaded, although a constant concomitant 
of such disorders, may depend on a great variety of causes; and is of import- 
ance chiefly when conjoined with thirst. The special diagnosis must be defer- 
red to a later stage of the inquiry ; but in the present day, with all the advantages 
of chemical analysis, something more ought in all cases to be done, than merely 
to ascertain the amount of the secretion or the degree of its turbidity 

e. In regard to thirst it may be stated, as a general rule, that the dryness 
ot the tongue and the desire for liquids are proportionate to each other All 
febrile states present this phenomenon in greater or less degree, and too much 
importance must not be attached to its presence, inasmuch as copious dis- 
charges from the bowels or kidneys invariably give rise to it, whether there be 
ever or not. The only chronic states in which it is very marked, are diabetes 
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and its simulation, diuresis. In the former, it is accompanied by hunger even 
in a more remarkable degree. 

Loss of appetite is so common that it hardly needs to be inquired iuto, ex- 
cept for the purpose of noting as an important symptom the circumstance of 
the appetite being unimpaired in cases where other indications would lead us 
to expect it should have been lost. 

§ 2. The general appearance of the patient affords to the phy- 
sician very distinct indications of the nature of the disease, and 
of the organ in which it is probably located. This group ought 
to be studied with care, because they are apt to lead to hasty 
conclusions. 

a. Alterations in general balk are chiefly important as evidence 
of long-continued diseased action. Emaciation implies imperfect 
nutrition depending on a variety of causes, which are generally 
slow in their operation. It also sometimes supervenes very rapidly 
in acute febrile disorders ; but here the cause is unequivocal. In 
chronic maladies it arises either from deficiency, from waste, or 
from perversion of the blood-plasma or nutritive material. Hence 
it occurs in organic diseases of the abdominal organs, in suppura- 
tions and diabetes, in phthisis and cancer, in its ' greatest degrees. 

Along with some general resemblance in all these cases, there are certain 
special characteristics forming part of what may be called the physiognomy 
of disease, which materially aid an experienced eye in forming a diagnosis 
quickly ; but too much reliance is not to be placed on them, and their only 
use is in directing the practitioner where he is to look for disease, the nature 
of which must be afterwards determined by its own special phenomena. 

General increase of bulk, as obesity, is to be regarded as a diseased state, 
but it cannot be traced to any special organ as its source. It may also arise 
from universal anasarca, and in rare cases from universal emphysema. The 
doughy feeling of the one, accompanied by the remaining mark of the finger 
known as pitting on pressure, contrasts strikingly with the elasticity of the 
other, and the peculiar sensation of crepitation it conveys to the hand of the 
observer. 

It is worthy of remark that in what has been called acute dropsy, especially 
as occurring in children after scarlatina, the increase in size sometimes has a 
feeling of elasticity, and scarcely seems to pit at all. Firm continued pres- 
sure over a superficial bone, such as the tibia, will remove any doubt. In 
such a case, I have heard the suggestion thrown out whether the case might 
not be one of emphysema. 

Local changes of size are more particularly connected with local disease ; 
those which are attended by increase will be discussed separately under the 
head of morbid growths ; those characterized by emaciation have their source 
in imperfect nutrition of the part, and are merely the concomitants of some 
other more important lesion ; e. g., the wasting of a limb which is the subject 
of paralysis. 

b. Aspect and expression are to be studied in their relation to 
the physiognomy of disease, of which they are most important 
elements. The former especially points to physical conditions ; 
the latter to the sensations of the patient, as revealed by the fea- 
tures. They are both of much value, but nothing further can be 
done here than to indicate the direction in which they must be 
studied. 
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Aspect tells of a general state-cachexia, the existence of tubercle, scro- 
fula, anaemia, &c, that which accompanies cancer is frequently called malig- 
nant: it may be that of ill- ventilated blood, of dissipation, or ot exhaustion. 

Expression, on the other hand, has more distinct reference to the nervous 
system. It may be tranquil, or indicate pain or anxiety ; it may be listless 
depressed, wandering, unmeaning, excited, or maniacal. But further it is ot 
use as a test of the reality of complaints made by the patient, or, at least, ot 
their exaggeration; and the rapid transition from smiles to tears in the hys- 
terical female is often a valuable sign. , 

Both are to be noted with as much precision as possible, because they have 
an important bearing on the particular form which any malady has taken or 
may assume. The mind will naturally revert to them in confirmation of an 
opinion formed on other grounds, or as a cause for modifying a conclusion 
which other symptoms might seem to warrant ; and the observant practi- 
tioner will always let them have their due weight in the treatment of the 
case. It is scarcely necessary here to remark that, of the two classes, those 
having reference to aspect are less liable to mislead than those derived from 
expression ; the former belong to objective, the latter are in great measure 
subjective phenomena. 

c. Alterations in color are in some respects more specifically diagnostic ; 
sometimes inseparable from aspect, as the waxy complexion of chlorosis, the 
pale puffiness of advanced albuminuria, the sallow hue of malignant disease, 
or the particular blueness of the nose and lips with dark-colored una'erated 
blood ; sometimes distinct from it, as the yellowness of jaundice, the muddi- 
ness of enlarged spleen, or the blueness of Asiatic cholera, and the eruptions 
of measles and scarlatina. 

Local changes may result from a general state, as in scurvy or purpura, 
and the blue line of colica pictonum, or the specific color of syphilitic erup- 
tions ; from one partly local, partly general, in erysipelas or erythema, and 
the red patches over the joints in acute rheumatism or gout; or from a 
purely local state, as in the formation of abscess. 

Cutaneous diseases are all more or less associated with local changes of 
color, which must be particularized when this class of diseases comes before 
us. 

§ 3. The fact that a patient is first seen in bed, or going about 
bis usual business, serves to give a vague impression of greater or 
less severity of the attack, which may turn out to be very false. 

a. Position in bed is to be considered with reference to its 
being horizontal, or more or less erect; to the position of the 
limbs, whether flexed or extended, fixed in one position or moved 
freely about; to the quietude or restlessness of the patient in 
lying, or the maintenance of a constant posture, whether on the 
back or on one side. These circumstances have reference chiefly 
to the state of the respiration, or to sensations of pain, which are 
aggravated by one position and relieved by another. 

In many instances the breathing is felt to be much easier when the head is 
elevated, and occasionally the horizontal position cannot be tolerated at all ; 
to this last the name of orthopncea (erect breathing) is frequently applied. 
It is independent of frequency of respiration, which may attain to three times 
its average rate without any consciousness of dyspnoea, and while the patient 
prefers lying perfectly flat in bed ; but it is generally accompanied by a certain 
degree of hurry of the breathing. Such a distinction is often to be seen in 
the effects of disease of the heart or aorta upon the respiration, as compared 
with those of lung disease in phthisis and pneumonia. Occasionally the free- 
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dora of breathing is more interfered with by inclining to one side than the 
other, and this generally when one lung is from any cause obstructed, and free 
movement of the ribs on the opposite side is sought to be obtained by elevat- 
ing the shoulder ; this is seen in cases of extensive consolidation of one lung 
or effusion into one pleural cavity. But, on the other hand, pain on the dis- 
eased side may be aggravated by such a position, and therefore this indication 
is by no means a certain one. 

Then, again, pain of very slight character in a fanciful person is sometimes 
said to be aggravated by lying on the affected side ; whereas pain of a rheu- 
matic character may be relieved by it. In congestion of the liver, although 
there be pain on the right side, a still more painful sensation of dragging is 
felt on turning to the left. In the pain of colic, the patient may receive so 
much relief from pressure as to be induced to lie on his face. 

Pain dependent on inflammatory action is always increased by pressure, 
frequently by movement, and hence we may generally conclude that it has this 
source, when it obliges the individual to maintain one constant posture. A 
most striking instance of this is afforded by acute peritonitis, when the patient 
lies flat on his back, with his knees drawn up and afraid even to breathe, lest, 
by any possible movement, the pressure on the abdomen should be increased 
or the relation of the viscera disturbed. What a contrast is this to the effect 
of pain in colic ! 

The absence of pain or serious discomfort, on the other hand, induces a 
patient who has any feeling of weakness to lie quiet, without his being in any 
way constrained to remain in the same position. This, however, is very distinct 
from the stillness which is expressive of complete prostration, or of loss of 
muscular power ; the one patient may be characterized as listless, the other 
helpless. It is impossible to describe all the differences in words, and yet, to 
the experienced eye, how instructive the observation ! Watch, for example, 
the apathy of the patient first seized with malignant typhus, and his subse- 
quent helplessness, and compare with them the quietude of the convalescent, 
and the powerlessness of the paralytic. Observe, again, the marked stillness 
of acute rheumatism, when, for example, the patient sees some one accident- 
ally about to touch a painful joint, and knowing that that touch is agony, yet 
he dare not move the limb out of danger. 

Information may also be derived from seeing the patient in bed, which may 
aid in determining the reality and amount of alleged want of power, by ascer- 
taining how far he can move those muscles in bed which seem to be useless 
when he is up. 

These and similar indications must only be trusted to in so far as they are 
borne out by other symptoms, and, in fact, derive their chief value from point- 
ing out the probable seat of disease and leading to further examination. 

b. Out of bed, the presumption is strong that the disease is not 
active or acute ; yet this is not to be absolutely relied on, because 
of the difference in sensations and constitution already referred 
to, which lead one person to regard as trivial what is considered 
of serious import by another. An erect posture indicates a state 
of general health and strength, and freedom of respiration; a 
crouching one, general feebleness or labored breathing. The gait 
may be halting on one side, or equally imperfect on both ; and 
here it is very important to notice whether the imperfection arise 
from stiffness or loss of power ; in the one case the movement is 
firm and steady, though impeded ; in the other, it is irresolute and 
unsteady. The features, too, are sometimes disturbed by paralysis. 

The action in rising up or sitting down is often of use in determining this 
point with reference to the legs ; and in the upper extremities the manner in 



52 GENERAL CONDITION OF THE PATIENT. 

which the limb droops, when raised by the hand of the observer, best discrimi- 
nates stiffness from loss of power. 

Paralysis will be subsequently discussed. Stiffness leads to inquiry into 
the state of the joints, and especially as to rheumatic affections. 

As a striking contrast to these conditions, we have the involuntary jerking 
movements of chorea, and the quick, hurried, and rather tremulous actions 
of delirium 'tremens ; we may also observe the inconsistent proceedings of 
one completely delirious, and the perverse stupidity of the imbecile. 

$ 4. The sensations of the patient have not much reference to his general 
state. They include those pertaining to temperature, of excessive heat or 
cold, feverishness or chilliness, which sometimes contrast strangely with the 
actual temperature of the skin ; feelings of weakness, malaise, or pain ; in- 
somnia, giddiness, or headache; shortness of breathing; hunger, thirst, and 
their opposites ; — all the subjective phenomena, whether related in the history 
of the case, or in answer to our inquiries regarding general symptoms, serve 
to point out the direction which subsequent investigations ought to take. 
We note not only their actual existence at the time, but also their previous 
occurrence in the past history of the case ; both in their bearing on the gene- 
ral state of the patient, and in the light they may throw upon special patho- 
logical conditions, when the various organs subsequently pass under review, 
bearing in mind the sympathetic and indirect, as well as the more evident and 
more direct sensations. Sometimes they are such as we feel assured can have 
no existence in reality, and then we are led to inquire into disordered innerva- 
tion, distorted imagination, or perverted function of the brain. 

This is the proper period of the examination at which to in- 
quire what the patient has to complain of. We are preparing to 
enter into the investigation of the special phenomena of disease, 
and it is a good plan to ascertain, first, in what direction the sen- 
sations of the patient point. But it must be remembered that 
every person has a tendency to express a theory of his malady, 
rather than to relate the simple facts of which his sensations have 
made him conscious ; not satisfied with the knowledge that such 
and such effects have followed, he always fixes his mind on what 
he assumes to be their cause, and when asked what he has to 
complain of, his answer is commonly framed in the language of 
this theory. The French physicians have a form of question 
which seems to me very well suited to avoid this evil ; they ask. 
"Oil avez vous mal?" and it would be well to adopt something 
of the same kind among ourselves, rather to ask where is the 
complaint, than what it is. 

In making the observations which have just been detailed, it not unfre- 
quently happens that some particular or unusual condition is present which 
has a more direct bearing upon the diagnosis of the disease; not, let it be 
understood, as a distinctive mark, or special diagnostic sign, but as a pheno- 
menon which, in the majority of instances, has been found associated with 
only one form of disease^or at least with a comparatively small variety of 
cases Some of these are very distinct and unmistakable, while others 
scarcely admit of description, and are only learned by repeated observation. 
Even to the most practised eye, such signs are more or less uncertain and 
the student should never place reliance on them : they are but solitary mbca- 
tions, and his object should be to acquire accurate knowledge, which is onlv 
to be obtained by testing conclusions drawn from one series of observations 
by others which are as distinct from them as possible. The sources of ■fallacy 
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which especially affect all these special indications have been already noticed, 
and it is most essential to remember that they have no necessary or absolutely 
inseparable connection with any one single morbid state, to the exclusion of 
all others. The deeper seated the lesion in all these cases, the more liable 
are we to fall into error. It surely needs no argument to prove that instead 
of trusting to such special signs, a systematic examination of the whole 
symptoms of the case may not only lead to the discovery of some other dis- 
ease in addition to that which the particular sign, however truthful, may have 
indicated, but it may also point out peculiarities in the case under observation 
which a more cursory view must overlook ; and with reference to treatment, 
both of these circumstances are of much importance. A few of the indica- 
tions just referred to, are here ranged under the four groups, into which the 
general symptoms have been divided, several of them having been already 
incidentally mentioned. 

Particular indications derived from Group I. 

a. The skin. 

a. The skin feels peculiarly thin and detached from the subcutaneous struc- 
tures in phthisis ; and to a less degree also in similar wasting diseases. 

J3. A feeling of fulness and tension exists in the eruptive fevers, amounting 
to a sense of hardness in erysipelas, and of grittiness in smallpox. 

y. The nails become clubbed and the hair falls off in tubercular disease, but 
these circumstances are not limited to such cases : in secondary syphilis 
the hair also falls, and during recovery from fever. 

8. Disease of the abdomen, especially of a tubercular character, is often 
accompanied by a dry, harsh state of skin, which is most marked in child- 
hood. 

t . The skin is remarkably moist and soft in delirium tremens. 

f. The perspirations are profuse and sour smelling in acute rheumatism, 
but this is not specifically diagnostic as has been supposed ; in some of 
the most intractable forms of the disease, the odor is peculiarly rancid 
and disagreea'ble. Excessive perspiration of any kind is frequently at- 
tended with an eruption of miliary sudamina. 

rj. Colliquative sweats are constant attendants on the latter stages of phthisis 
and on profuse suppuration, such as lumbar abscess. 

9. Rigor, as indicated by the cutis anserina, is the common precursor of 
fever ; its recurrence at intervals, if not from the presence of ague, or its 
sudden supervention during any existing illness, is indicative of the for- 
mation of pus. 

x. The crackling feeling of emphysema, and the doughy character and pit- 
ting under pressure of anasarca, are each very characteristic. 
(See also changes of color.) 

b. The pulse. 

a. When frequent, the pulse is observed to be remarkably full in acute 
rheumatism, and generally firm in all acute inflammatory diseases. 

(3. It is hard and wiry in abdominal inflammations especially. 

y. It i's weak in fevers, properly so called ; either large and soft, or small 
and feeble. 

8. It is rapid and jerking in hemorrhage. 

f . Ii is simply hard and unyielding in old age, and in all conditions of arte- 
rial degeneration. 

f . The rapidity or shortness of the stroke is very observable as an indication 
of excitement. 

>?. Its frequency is most remarkable in acute hydrocephalus, varying with 
unappreciable causes, and generally uneven or unequal. 

9. It is still more unequal and depressed, or it is slow and labored, in cere- 
bral disease, especially where the case is marked by pressure on the brain. 

x. Irregularity of the pulse is most commonly associated with disease of 
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the heart, and, along with this, it is remarkably faint and feeble if there 

be mitral regurgitation, 
a.. A hammering pulse indicates aortic regurgitation. 
fi. The pulse becomes imperceptible in syncope and in cholera, and more or 

less faint in all conditions of collapse. 
f . It is sometimes felt only at one wrist, when disease, chiefly in the form of 

aneurism, affects the origin of the subclavian, on the opposite side. More 

rarely, this circumstance is the effect of accidental obliteration. 

c. The tongue. 

a. The thin white even layer is generally indicative of slight gastric dis- 
order. 

0. The thicker coating, from accumulation, exists to its greatest extent in 
affections of the fauces, and less remarkably in conditions of general de- 
bility ; it has a creamy look in delirium tremens. 

y. A peculiar buff leather appearance is presented in cases of enteritis and 
hepatitis. 

5. A patchy tongue is often indicative of considerable irritation, or even 
partial inflammation of the stomach. 

s. Its yellow color is generally believed to be bilious ; a dark-brown color 
exists only in malignant fever, and in hemorrhage from the mouth. 

£. The shining and glazed tongue, especially when chapped, is very common 
in ulceration of the bowels. 

iq. The papillae project most remarkably in scarlatina; the general surface 
being either coated or unusually red (the strawberry tongue). 

6. A less degree of projection through a thin white coating often accompa- 
nies hysteria. 

x. Aphtha? and ulcerations indicate imperfect nutrition", and tendency to 
diarrhoea. 

d. 1. The character of the stools. 

a. Motions simply watery are the characteristic of diarrhoea, and their 

opposite, of a condition of constipation. 
0. Undigested food is sometimes seen in the stools, 
y. They are of an ochrey color, as well as thin and watery, in fever. 

8. They resemble rice-water in cholera. 

s. The feces pass in scybalous lumps with blood or mucus in acute dysen- 
tery. 

f. Mucous and purulent discharges are seen in the same disease in its 
chronic form ; pure pus comes away when an internal abscess discharges 
itself by the intestinal canal. 

iq. The motions are black and pitchy when blood becomes mixed with the 
ingesta in the stomach, or upper part of the canal. 

9. They are streaked, or more or less mixed with blood of more natural 
color in hemorrhoids, and hemorrhages low down in the canal. 

x. The stools are clay-colored in deficiency of bile. 

%. They are sometimes frothy and yeast-looking, as if fermentation had 

taken the place of digestion. 
fi. They may contain fluid-fat, which solidifies on cooling ; this is sometimes 

connected with pancreatic disease ; or, they may contain biliary calculi, 

intestinal worms, and even calculi from the kidney. 
v. Occasionally the form of the evacuation is altered by passing through a 

stnctured portion of the gut, when that is placed near its lower orifice. 

d. 2. The character of the urine. 

a. It is remarkably pale, limpid, and abundant in hysteria, but not persist- 
ently so. r 

0. It is generally dark colored, with or without deposit on standing, in 
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y. There is a copious deposit on cooling, when the watery portion is defi- 
cient, and much acid is secreted, as in acute rheumatism. 

8. It gives a red stain to the utensil in disorder of the liver, in connection 
with the foregoing state. 

e. It presents a dark porter color in jaundice, from the presence of bile. 

f . It has a smoky color from altered blood when acid, and a pinkish hue 
when alkaline, in haematuria, becoming quite crimson when much blood 
is passed. 

tj. The conditions of albuminuria, pyuria, and diabetes, the characters of 
the sediments, and the effect of chemical reagents, will be afterwards 
noticed. 

1. The appetite becomes — 
o. Excessive in diabetes. 

fi. Craving in mesenteric disease, or when intestinal worms exist, 
y. Depraved in hysteria — eating of chalk, cinders, slate-pencil, &c. 
8. Fanciful in pregnancy; expressed as longings for certain articles. 
s. It is very variously altered in dyspepsia. 

£. The name of bulimia has been applied to that condition which seems to 
consist in nothing more than extraordinary voracity. 

. 2. Thirst. 

a. Is remarkably increased in diabetes. 

(3. It is very urgent in cholera, and also in a less degree in diarrhoea. 
y. Diuresis with uncommon thirst, when no sugar passes in the urine, is 
generally due to hysteria ; it is not attended with hunger. 



Particular indications from Group II. 
a. 1. Emaciation seems to affect — 
a. More especially the arms and thorax in phthisis, and the face least. 
)3. The lower limbs and the face in abdominal disease. 
y. It is most marked in the features in malignant disease. 

a. 2. Local increase of bulk becomes remarkable — 

a. When the upper half of the body is anasarcous and not the lower, or 

when one limb only is oedematous. 
)3. When the head is enlarged in chronic hydrocephalus. 
y. When one side of the chest or the abdomen projects from effusion of 

fluid, or internal tumor. 

b. 1. The aspect is often very significant. 

a. A delicate appearance, with long fringed eyelashes, often serves to point 
out the tubercular diathesis. 

|3. The thickened alae of the nose, and upper lip of scrofula are most marked 
in childhood. 

y. The pallor of anaemia is very important; it is waxy in chlorosis, and 
pasty in diseases of the kidney. 

8. A puffy appearance about the eyelids, along with anaemia, is very gene- 
rally the indication of albuminuria. 

e. The sallow hue of the malignant disease appears to be only another form 
of anaemia. 

£. The blue color, especially of the nose and lips, in heart disease and chro- 
nic bronchitis, is equally remarkable, and forms a striking contrast to 

r\. The dusky flush of pneumonia, or 

e. The hectic flush of phthisis. 

x. The congested features and suffused eyes of typhus are exceedingly 
characteristic. 

x. A bloated blotchy face generally indicates irregular habits of living. 
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'pi. The features undergo remarkable change in erysipelas, parotitis, facial 
paralysis, &c. 

b. 2. Expression. 

a. The face is remarkably anxious in disease of the heart, and in urgent 
dyspnoea, e. g., laryngitis. 

p. It is at the same time pinched and contracted when there is much pain 
or suffering, especially in a vital organ. 
' y. Its immobility is most remarkable, in catalepsy or in states of uncon- 
sciousness, and perhaps under the influence of spasm, as in tetanus. 

h. The opposite states exist in nervousness and hysteria. 

f. The expression of the countenance is most materially altered by the 
swelling of oedema or erysipelas. (Many of its characters have direct 
reference to the brain, in treating of which they will be further discussed.) 

c. Alterations of color. 

a. The whiteness of the skin is remarkable in all the varieties of anaemia 
already noticed, and contrasts strongly in limbs anasarcous from albumi- 
nuria with those in which dropsy is connected with disease of the heart. 
It is also very striking in phlebitis (phlegmasia dolens). 

|3. There is a certain yellowness of the malignant aspect, which is distin- 
guished from jaundice by the pearly lustre of the eyes. 

y. The yellowness of jaundice varies from a pale orange to a deep green- 
yellow. 

8. Redness of skin, when local, indicates congestion ; when general, is more 
frequently due to measles or scarlatina, or simply to febrile heat. It is 
the marked characteristic of erysipelas, erythema, gout, and acute rheu- 
matism. 

t . The skin has a muddy hue in diseases of the spleen. 

£" . It becomes blue in Asiatic cholera ; it is also blue in morbus cseruleus, 
and in forms of diseased heart and bronchitis. 

tj. It is livid in commencing gangrene ; and it might also sometimes be called 
livid in disease of the heart. 

6. Spots and patches of discoloration are of value in recognizing certain 
fevers, purpura and scurvy, colica pictonum, syphilis, and most cutaneous 
affections. 



From Group III. a very large number of particular indications might be 
drawn ; we shall here enumerate only the more important. 

a. Position in bed. 

a. The head is elevated chiefly in disease connected with the heart, less fre- 
quently in diseases of the lungs. 

(3. The head is leant forward when there is pressure on the trachea. 

y. The patient may be unable to lie down from pain of the head or giddiness. 

8. Lying on the back is the position of debility ; it is then combined with 
listlessness ; it is also the position of paralysis, when it is combined with 
inability to alter it ; and of stiffness and pain in acute rheumatism, when 
it is chiefly characterized by stillness. 

t . The same position is generally assumed in acute peritonitis, when it is 
combined with drawing up of the knees towards the abdomen. 

£. The patient assumes a prone position generally only in abdominal spasm 
or colic ; much more rarely in consequence of the pressure of internal 
tumor. 

n . When fixed on one side, we may generally assume that the breathing is 
much obstructed in the lung of that side on which he lies. When he is 
unwilling to turn to either side, it is commonly from the sense of pain 
accompanying inflammation ; pressure produces pain on the affected side, 
while turning on the opposite causes a sensation of dragging. 
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Posture and gait. 

a. Inability to stand depends on weakness, vertigo, or paralysis ; in the two 
former the patient reclines, in the latter he sits. 

(3. The body is bent to one side in curvature of the spine, and also in dis- 
ease of the hip. 

y. The gait is quick in excitement ; 

8. Slow in debility ; 

t . Laborious, staggering, or uneven, in diseases of the brain and paralysis. 

f . It is stiff and halting in rheumatism and disease of joints. 

q. There is constant movement in chorea. 

6. Tremor exists in nervousness, and more especially in delirium tremens ; 
it is seen in fever, sometimes with what is called floccitatio ; it also ac- 
companies severe rigor. 

x. Tonic spasm occurs in tetanus, in disease of the spinal cord, poisoning 
with strychnia, &c. When long continued, it is probably associated with 
inflammatory softening of the brain. 

fc. Catalepsy is a peculiar form of tonic spasm ; cramp is its mildest mani- 
festation. 

ft. Clonic spasm occurs in epilepsy, eclampsia, chorea, and hysteria ; sub- 
sultus is also a form of clonic spasm allied to tremor. 

v. The muscular movements generally are exalted in mania and delirium, 
are diminished in idiocy and imbecility, are lost in paralysis. There is a 
certain restlessness sometimes belonging to hypochondriasis, and more 
rarely to hysteria, allying them with delirium in this external manifestation. 



Group IV., when applied as particular indications referring to disease in 
distinct organs, would include the whole of the subjective phenomena of dis- 
ease. Here we can only point out one or two which are remarkable for their 
indirect indications : — 

a. The contrast in genuine cholera between the corpse-like coldness of the 
body and the sensation of heat with which the patient is oppressed ; in 
diarrhoea there is generally chilliness. 

j3. As a sensation of an opposite kind, may be mentioned the common com- 
plaint of chilliness in fever when the skin is burning hot. 

y. The sensations of the hypochondriac are opposed alike to the evidence 
of the senses and the conclusions of reason. 

8. A patient's complaint of want of sleep is almost certain to be exagger- 
ated ; the report of the nurse or attendant can alone be relied on. 

t. The sympathetic pains form an important group. Thus pain of the right 
shoulder may proceed from disease in the liver ; pain of the sacrum, from 
disease of the uterus ; of the thigh and testicle, from nephritis or neph- 
ralgia ; of the knee, from disease of the hip ; of the meatus, from stone 
in the bladder, &c. 

f. Complaints of pain are often exaggerated in persons of nervous suscep- 
tibility. 

In this enumeration let it be remembered that the circumstances 
detailed only give us hints of what we may expect, that they 
afford no certainty : and I think it will be found that the physician 
who is most familiar with such indications, and who sometimes 
astonishes by the rapidity with which he arrives at a correct con- 
clusion by catching up some such clue to the disease, is very often 
grievously in error. 
5 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

FEBRILE DISEASES. 

Div. I.— General Febrile State.— Fevers— § 1. Continued Fever— 
Epidemics — Cutaneous Spots— Subdivisions — Cornp lications— 
§ 2. Remittent Fever— % 3. Influenza — § 4. Epidemic Cholera- 
Its relation to Diarrhoea. 

DlV.II. — Eruptive Fevers — Measles — Scarlatina — Varioloid — Ery- 
sipelas. 

Div. III. — Intermittent Fevers. 

The object in view, is to direct the student how to proceed in 
the investigation of any case submitted to him, in such a manner 
as may naturally lead to his forming a correct judgment regard- 
ing its nature and causes. With this purpose we have directed 
attention in the preceding chapter to certain signs and symptoms 
which have especially reference to the general condition of the 
patient, and have endeavored to show what conclusions may be 
legitimately drawn from them when taken along with the history 
of the case. We have also inquired what the patient has to 
complain of. The next step is to take a rapid survey of the 
various organs, and also to examine more closely any one in 
which evidence is given of an abnormal state by the sensations 
of the patient, or by facts elicited in inquiring into the history 
of the case. 

A reference to the table of diseases shows, however, that there 
is a large class in which local disorder, as manifested by symp- 
toms belonging to particular organs, is only secondary and subsi- 
diary to the general disease. With regard to such, the most 
important facts are those which have a relation to the general 
condition ; and while the examination of the various organs 
must be by no means omitted, the evidence is chiefly negative. 
Occasionally more positive results are obtained, and then the 
examination must be more minute. The plan which I would 
venture to recommend, is to bear in mind the order of arrange- 
ment in which the organs are placed in our table of diseases, and 
to ask such general questions regarding each in succession as may 
lead to the conclusion that they are or are not in a normal state. 
We inquire whether there be headache, giddiness, or insomnia : 
whether there be pain in the chest, cough, shortness of breathing, 
or palpitation ; sickness, flatulence, &c. The care with which this 
is done must depend upon whether the whole history of the case 
and category of symptoms correspond to the special disease 
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which we are inclined to assume as their cause, or whether there 
be anything unusual or unaccounted for in the notes of these 
which have been made. 

The first point to be determined is the presence or absence of 
a febrile state. The best evidence of its existence is the combi- 
nation of general symptoms, pointed out in the early part of the 
preceding chapter, when there is also a history of a comparatively 
recent origin. When symptoms of fever are present in a case of 
longer duration, its history must be more closely investigated ; 
because, on the one hand, we may find that, with a certain amount 
of general or local ailment, the patient has been able to go about 
his usual avocations till within a very short period, when more 
severe illness has set in with rigors, alternate flushings, and chilli- 
ness, &c. ; or, on the other hand, we may find that the fever is 
only an aggravation of long-continued suffering, and caused by 
exhaustion supervening. 

Eigor is an important, but not an essential, element in febrile 
disturbance ; it attends on most acute diseases, but occasionally 
it is not observed. When present, it often serves to mark the 
commencement of the illness, and is therefore of ^Rue in the 
history of the case. Eecurring frequently in the course of the 
attack, and described as " cold chills," it is especially character- 
istic of continued fever. In inflammations it may frequently be 
observed in a severe form at the outset, and then is more com- 
monly absent till suppuration commences, when the occurrence 
of rigor is very significant. Its periodical recurrence is the chief 
distinguishing feature of ague. 

The next point for consideration is, whether these general 
symptoms make up the whole of the disease, or whether it accom- 
panies inflammation of some particular organ ; whether (to use 
the hard words of science) the pyrexia be idiopathic or symp- 
tomatic ; and this can only be ascertained by the negative results 
obtained from examining in detail each of the various organs. 
A suspicion or guess may be formed from the circumstance, that 
when the skin is hot and dry, and the pulse feeble and frequent, 
we are more likely to have fever to deal with ; and that when the 
skin is moist, the pulse firm and less frequent, the chances are in 
favor of inflammation. Pain, when complained of, may at once 
point out the seat of the disease when inflammation is present ; 
but it is often absent ; and in fever the sensation is only one of 
general pain or uneasiness, often spoken of as " pains in the bones." 

Pain must be localized ; that which is general, in the bones or in the mus- 
cles a feelin"- of aching rather than pain, often accompanies fever ; when the 
joints are affected and the limbs are more distinctly painful and tender, rheu- 
matism is most probably its cause. 

The essential element of fever is so entirely beyond the reach 
of our present means of investigation, that its diagnosis is par- 
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tially imperfect. It must be made out to the satisfaction of the 
inquirer that no local disease exists of which febrile disturbance 
is a symptom, and that those local derangements which do exist, 
are the legitimate consequences of natural signs of the presence 
of fever poison in the blood. Hence, if any local disorder be 
present, of which pyrexia is not a symptom, that must be for the 
present set aside as not belonging to an inquiry into the causes 
of fever ; and if no local inflammation be discovered, the febrile 
state must be taken as evidence of fever simply. 

Division I. — Fevers. 

Fevers are divided in the table into three groups ; two of which 
are characterized by well-defined symptoms common to the whole 
of each group, viz., the occurrence of cutaneous eruptions and of 
regular intermissions. The remaining group, which we take first 
into consideration, has no such common symptom, and to these 
we have applied the generic name of fevers. It comprises many 
diseases belonging to tropical regions — plague, yellow fever, &c. 
We shall ^nsider those only which are more or less common in 
this countrT 



§ 1. Continued Fever. — Accurate diagnostic signs, which in their 
totality give pretty sure evidence of other diseases, scarcely exist 
in fever. Cases fall under our observation in which a state of 
general discomfort, with very slight febrile disturbance, lasting 
only a few days, with no disorder of any particular organ, must 
necessarily be called fever, or febricula ; at the same time it is 
quite certain that, from ignorance, or from imperfect examina- 
tion, many cases are so classed which in reality ought to be called 
by some other name. 

The history of the case may occasionally show that the indi- 
vidual has been placed in circumstances likely to engender fever ; 
the fact of a previous attack of the same sort neither increases 
nor diminishes the probability of the present illness being fever. 
Its mode of commencement is very various ; either there have 
been in the first instance some days of weakness and depression, 
and undefined feeling of illness, followed by rigor or cold chills ; 
or there has been a pretty smart shivering to begin with, followed 
by considerable heat of skin. Loss of appetite is invariable, and 
observed early; thirst is later in its occurrence; headache is 
generally an early symptom, as well as a foul tongue aDd quick 
pulse. 

In reviewing the general symptoms in detail, we find that the 
temperature of the skin is generally elevated, except just at the 
moment of a rigor ;> when it is peculiarly harsh and dry (cutis 
anserina). It has, in the majority of instances, a hot, pungent 
feeling ; but there are numerous exceptions, in which it is con- 
stantly or occasionally moist, nay, whole epidemics in which it is 
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invariably so. The pulse is always frequent. This may amount 
only to very slight acceleration, or it may reach to more than 
double its ordinary rate ; it may be more or less large, but is 
always soft and weak, and sometimes very feeble. The tongue 
is invariably furred in the commencement ; subsequently, in some 
cases, it becomes peeled and chapped, having a tendency to be 
dry while fever lasts ; in other cases the fur thickens and adheres, 
especially to the centre, leaving the edges bright and red ; in the 
severer forms of the disease this coating is often brown, or even 
black, and sordes collect on the lips and teeth; thirst is com- 
plained of in these cases while consciousness remains, and thus 
its presence or absence may be of good or evil augury, as it indi- 
cates decrease of fever or diminution of sensitive perception. ^ 
• The complications of fever as manifested in symptoms derived 
from the different regions, and the presumption they afford of its 
existence, will be referred to presently; but among the more 
direct evidences of fever we must regard the very common 
occurrence of derangement of bowels, as manifested in the diar- 
rhoea dependent on enlargement and subsequent ulceration of 
the follicular glands of the intestine. When this is the case, 
the appearance of the stools greatly aids the diagnosis. Either 
thin and ochrey ; or darker, watery * and mingled with curdy 
solids ; or even black and pitchy, from admixture with blood : 
they are always highly offensive. Along with this there is very 
generally some tenderness in the caecal region, and a gurgling 
sensation communicated to the hand on making pressure there. 
But the circumstance that the motions are nearly natural in ap- 
pearance, and the existence of a certain amount of constipation, 
must not be taken as a proof that the disease is not fever. The 
urine is generally scanty, the appetite always lost, and the desire 
for fluids increased. 

Such are the leading symptoms of fever; their varying intensity 
may serve as a basis for classification, and they are all of much 
importance in treatment ; but, while no one by itself is diagnostic, 
we observe that there is some derangement of each of those which 
are classed as general symptoms. Some are more important than 
others, but a perfectly normal state of any one must put us on 
our guard in pronouncing an opinion of the existence of fever. 

Corresponding to the variations in symptoms there are differ- 
ences in the intensity of the affection, from its slight and transient 
form, febricula, to its worst and most deadly shape, malignant 
typhus. But, while no two conditions can be more widely sepa- 
rated, it is to be remembered that there are numerous intermediate 
links' in regard to severity and danger, which are so closely allied 
together, and pass by such fine transitions into each other when a 
large number of cases is examined, that no absolute line of de- 
marcation can be drawn between them. 

There are certain modes of division, which, so far as they con- 
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cern diagnosis, must here shortly be referred to. Thus, there are 
epidemic, endemic, and ephemeral fevers. This classification 
cannot be regarded as of much practical value, as we know not 
that it corresponds to any real difference in the ultimate nature 
of the disease. We know not whether an endemic fever may 
ever become epidemic, nor by what circumstances such a change 
of character can be produced. The only importance of these dis- 
tinctions is derived from the observation that each class presents 
for the time being certain peculiarities, and the general features 
of individual examples have a degree of resemblance to each 
other. It is indeed surprising how great a similarity all cases of 
fever have to each other for a given time and in a given place, 
and how much they differ from cases occurring at another time, 
or in another locality. 

1. Epidemic fevers, spreading probably by means of some poison suspended 
in the atmosphere, are generally believed to possess the property of commu- 
nication by infection ; with their specific characters the student should make 
himself acquainted by observation, as soon as possible, whensoever an epidemic 
begins to prevail. The epidemic typhus and relapsing fevers offer good ex- 
amples of this class. 

2. Endemic, or endemial fevers, not so clearly infectious, but arising appa- 
rently from some local influence, are generally found also to present, in each 
locality, distinctive characters, which must soon be familiar to a practitioner 
in any given place. 

3. Ephemeral fevers, breaking out quite unexpectedly, in consequence most 
probably of a sudden atmospheric change, and disappearing with the same 
rapidity, differ from the other two chiefly in their being comparatively less 
severe, and commonly marked by one prominent symptom. A very good 
example may be seen in the outbreaks of influenza. To this fever we have 
assigned a separate place in our classification, solely because its symptoms 
are so peculiar, and its occurrence so frequent. 

Another mode of division is that obtained from the presence 
and absence of cutaneous eruption, and its special characters. If 
it be true that the same cause cannot engender a fever with, and 
one without spots, and if it be further true that the same cause 
cannot generate fevers with spots of dissimilar kinds, it is plain 
that the correct discrimination of fever spots would lead also to 
the true diagnosis of species of fevers. But this is not yet proved. 
And, at all events, the absence of spots altogether neither warrants 
the conclusion that the disease is not fever, nor that it belongs to 
a particular class of which this circumstance may be considered 
characteristic. Further, if it be true that these different species 
of fevers are prone to affect special organs more than others, and 
each species a different organ, it would be a most valuable indi- 
cation in treatment ; but as this is yet sub judice, we must receive 
the probability with great caution, and only the more closely 
investigate the symptoms appertaining to each, forming our judg- 
ment of the character of the fever from their co-existence, rather 
than assuming their presence from the type of fever. 
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In a treatise on diagnosis it is obviously impossible to discuss disputed 
points in serneiology, and all that can be done in this place is to point out the 
different characters the spots are liable to present. In hospital practice, the 
patient often exhibits, especially about the neck and upper part of the chest, 
a number of minute puncta of a blood-stained appearance, perfectly unaffected 
by pressure with the finger, and having more or less of a triangular shape ; 
when once observed, they can be easily recognized and distinguished. They 
are merely flea-bites, but they have this value in diagnosis, which is often 
overlooked, that the accompanying ecchymosis indicates depressed vitality. 
The true fever spots present three varieties, each of which may be mingled 
with petechia?. 

1. A very copious, dusky, purplish-colored rash, which often accompanies 
epidemic typhus. A patient is found with rather a dusky color of face, de- 
pressed countenance, listless, or even partially unconscious expression, eyes 
suffused, tongue dry and brown, with a thick crust on the centre, lips and 
teeth covered with sordes, skin dry and hot, but not pungent (the vitality 
being so much depressed) ; his pulse is quick and weak, and his movements 
are few and tremulous, or accompanied by subsultus. In such a case, the 
skin will very often be found covered with a mottled measly-shaped rash of a 
purplish or mulberry color, with no perceptible elevation, and of more or less 
persistence under pressure with the finger, becoming fainter, but not disap- 
pearing altogether ; and, in the worst cases, passing into or mingled with 
ecchymosed spots, which are wholly unaffected by pressure. In the latter 
case, the coloring matter has actually become extravasated as in purpura, and 
to this the name of petechia? is applied ; in the former there is merely a retar- 
dation or stoppage of dark-colored blood in the cutaneous capillaries. 

2. Perhaps in an earlier stage of the same case, or in a similar case, when 
the fever is not epidemic, this general rash is not seen ; but there are numerous 
distinct, rounded, scarcely elevated spots, not so dark, of a crimson color, 
with a similar character of persistence, not wholly disappearing under the 
finger. Occasionally one or two of these may put on a blacker color, and 
become altogether persistent by ecchymosis. 

These two classes mingle with each other. 

3. A third sort of fever spots occurs in cases more commonly of an en- 
demic kind in which there is much less general depression, rarely suffusion of 
eyes or congestion of face ; subsultus is less frequently seen, the movements 
may be tremulous, but there is much less apathy and listlessness. The skin 
is hot and peculiarly pungent ; the pulse, more or less quick, is not so feeble ; 
the tongue, presenting at first very red edges, soon becomes peeled in the 
centre, is sometimes chapped, raw, and glossy, or, occasionally, with a dry, 
thin crust over the abraded mucous membrane — perhaps it is evenly and 
thinly coated, or has a patchy appearance, according to the condition of the 
intestinal tract ; diarrhoea is frequently present, and in such cases, when spots 
are found, they are few in number, three or four over the abdomen, rounded, 
slightly elevated, of a pink or rose color, and disappearing entirely under the 
finger, but returning rapidly as soon as the pressure is removed. 

These are generally of small size, but may sometimes be considerably larger 
than those already described as dusky spots ; occasionally, too, they are much 
more numerous, and the color becomes -deeper ; they then assume some degree 
of persistence, but are very rarely, if ever, associated with, or transformed 
into, ecchymosis. By some mistake of nomenclature, these spots, and the 
fever they accompany, have been called typhoid (resembling typhus), because 
the symptoms of typhus are in great measure wanting. The term typhoid 
ought to be restricted to symptoms resembling typhus, in diseases of hetero- 
geneous type, not to homogeneous diseases with distinctive characters. 

4. Petechial spots may occur towards the close, with no previous rash. 

5. In addition to these spots, we observe that some epidemics are accom- 
panied by miliary eruption, when there is copious diaphoresis ; just as so often 
happens in rheumatic fever. They have this general relation to the others, 
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that perspiration is necessary to their development, and appears to be opposed 
to the existence of true fever spots. 

Of this classification it is most important to note that there is 
no character of disease with spots of any one of the forms noticed, 
that may not have its exact counterpart in a case where there are 
no spots at all. Future observation will probably show whether 
there be any specific virus that produces one appearance or the 
other, as, in fact, their cause is yet quite undetermined. The 
coincidence, when they are present, is of great value in diagnosis ; 
for it does not appear that they are ever seen in any other con- 
dition except that which we express by the term fever. "What- 
ever light may be thrown by future investigation upon their rela- 
tion to internal organs, whether the hypothesis of two distinct 
fevers be confirmed or rejected, it is quite certain, from long- 
continued observation, that ulceration of the bowels seldom goes 
along with copious cutaneous eruption ; and, manifestly, the altera- 
tion of the character of the blood in congestive typhus, with its 
dusky color of skin, and suffused conjunctivae, is very different 
from that which may be so constantly seen as common continued 
fever, in the hospitals of all our large cities. The point at issue 
is, whether these different conditions are caused by casual modi- 
fications of the same virus, or by antecedent circumstances affect- 
ing the health of the patient, or whether they are only developed 
by two distinct fever-poisons. 

The features of these spots in extreme cases, as detailed by au- 
thors who hold the hypothesis of two distinct forms of fever, may 
be thus summed up. Typhus fever is that in which there is a 
copious mulberry-colored eruption on the extremities as well as 
on the trunk, beginning from the fifth to the eighth day of the 
disease, when there is no diarrhoea or abdominal tenderness. The 
name typhoid fever is applied to that form which is more or less 
accompanied by diarrhoea, with abdominal tenderness and disten- 
sion, and in which there is a scanty eruption of rose-colored spots 
confined to the trunk, beginning from the seventh to the twelfth 
day of the disease, and appearing, few at a time, on successive 
days. 

Another classification is derived from the prominent symptoms 
in the majority of the cases which occur simultaneously, and 
fever is spoken of as fever with head symptoms, fever with chest 
symptoms, and fever with abdominal symptoms. The name in 
most common use, both in this country and abroad, in connection 
with this division, is gastric fever, or abdominal typhus ; and next 
to that, nervous fever. 

This brings us to the complications, symptomatic or simply 
concomitant of fever. The prominent feature of the disease must 
never be lost sight of, that it is not inflammatory. The blood is 
in a state of depressed, not exalted vitality. This is exhibited by 
lassitude and weakness, great in proportion to heat and dryness 
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of skin, and by feebleness of pulse, increasing in the ratio of its 
frequency ; it is a condition of asthenic pyrexia, in opposition to 
inflammatory fever, or sthenic pyrexia. 

Local congestions occur in its course ; and in consequence of 
the irritation thus caused, a sort of inflammatory action may be 
produced. In the peritoneum there may be actual inflammation 
in consequence of ulceration or perforation of the bowel ; but 
these secondary actions are not of the elements of fever. 

a. In the head we have delirium, insomnia, unconsciousness, 
coma. That these are not due to inflammation is proved by the 
history of the case. They have been gradually developed, be- 
ginning with restlessness at night, occasional muttering at that 
time, with perfect consciousness by day ; there has been no intol- 
erance of light ; the headache is diffused and general ; the pupils 
have not been early contracted; the symptoms have only attained 
in the later stages to their maximum, and even then they still 
continue to be much more marked at night; they are accompanied 
by listlessness and depression, as opposed to excitement. Deaf- 
ness is a very common condition in severe cases of fever, some- 
times persisting, more or less, during the whole period of recovery. 
It would seem to be only one expression of the general obtuse- 
ness of all the senses, which is often so remarkable. 

b. In the lungs congestion almost always comes on more or less 
from position, and especially in those cases where the blood is 
most altered in character. This is not true pneumonia ; it only 
degenerates into low inflammation in consequence of the stagna- 
tion of the blood in the pulmonary capillaries. Here, too, the 
history points out that cough and rusty sputa have not been the 
early indications of the attack, but have supervened during its 
continuance. A condition of the mucous membrane allied to 
that of the skin in fever may produce a certain amount of bron- 
chitis. This sometimes occurs early; but it will be remarked 
that the febrile state is far greater than any that experience 
teaches us can be caused by bronchitis, however acute; in addition 
to which, the febrile state accompanying acute bronchitis, when 
it depends on an inflammatory condition of the membrane, is 
sthenic ; that of fever itself is essentially asthenic. The combina- 
tion of fever and bronchitis, bearing the name of influenza, will 
be noticed afterwards. 

c. There may be tension and tenderness of the abdomen. Here 
we have quite a different class of phenomena ; for ulceration of 
the intestines is peculiarly a concomitant of fever — not in every 
case, but in so large a number of instances as to show that the 
affection of the mucous glands of the bowel — which, if unchecked, 
passes into ulceration — is a primary morbid state in certain forms 
of this disease. In some instances it would appear that, when 
other vital organs are more severely implicated, the poison re- 
mains in a quiescent state ; and after death merely elevated pro- 
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mmeiit patches of glands are found, while in other instances they 
rapidly run into a state of ulceration. Of this phenomenon it is 
still more true than of the passive congestions already noticed, 
that subsequently, a condition of real inflammation of a low type 
occurs ; in fact, ulceration is itself an action of this kind ; and as 
it extends to the other coats of the bowel, and especially the peri- 
toneal covering, the symptoms become more and more closely 
allied to abdominal inflammation. 

In its earlier stage the state of the stools shows the tendency 
to ulceration; and after a very short time slight tenderness comes 
on, which may be soonest detected in the right iliac fossa — often 
not noticed by the patient, not complained of, and not produced 
by slight handling, but shown to exist, when gentle, firm, deep 
pressure is made, by its causing a pinching of the features, and 
transient expression of anxiety, accompanied by a gurgling sensa- 
tion. Subsequently great tympanitic distension occurs from loss 
of muscular contractility, which is an evidence of more decided 
inflammatory action; and this may pass, by almost unnoticed 
gradation, into peritonitis, or may end in sudden rupture and ex- 
travasation of the bowel contents. The tongue, as already noticed, 
shows in such circumstances a tendency to peel, especially along 
the centre; it becomes red and shining, often dry at the same 
time, and subsequently, chapped, aphthous, ulcerated. 

It would appear that this state of tongue is sometimes unaccompanied by 
other general symptoms of ulceration of the bowels, and is not always present 
when we believe ulceration to be going on. It seems to depend on a general 
cause, affecting most commonly the whole mucous tract, at least as far as the 
ilio-cascal valve, but sometimes more limited and local. The one condition is 
not to be presumed to be derived from the other. 

The feces in this condition are thin, watery, curdy ; sometimes 
of an ochrey color, often very dark, and occasionally pitchy, from 
the presence of blood derived from an ulcerated surface ; always 
fetid and offensive. When consistent or natural in appearance, 
we may be sure that ulceration is not going on. 

d. In addition to the severe kinds of bowel ailment accom- 
panying one of the more intense and well-marked forms of fever, 
an allied condition is found in milder cases, or what may be 
termed febricula, consisting of irritation of the mucous membrane, 
which may show itself in sore throat, or in gastric pain and ten- 
derness, or in diarrhoea. In all these conditions the distinction 
to be drawn between local disorder per se, and such disorder 
arising out of, and accompanying a general state, must be arrived 
at simply on the principles already pointed out — first, febrile 
disturbance, out of all proportion to the local disorder ; second, 
its character being asthenic, as opposed to inflammatory fever. 

The character of the fevers of the present day most unques- 
tionably tends towards debility ; and we rarely find a pulse that 
has even any degree of hardness, never one that suggests the 



REMITTENTS. 67 

propriety of bleeding ; the powers of life are wholly prostrated, 
the nervous centres are partially insensible to impressions from 
without, are unable to exert steady muscular 'movement by ener- 
getic stimulus from within. But, if we trust the observation of 
men of judgment and experience who have preceded us, it was 
not always so ; and at some future period the disease may again 
put on a more inflammatory character. 

The bowel complication so often seen has been a subject of considerable 
controversy of late years, with reference to the question of what circumstances 
determine its presence or absence. By the Vienna school, it is asserted, that 
a typhous element exists which finds its outlet either by this or by other 
channels; and, it is believed that, when typhous pneumonia or bronchitis 
exists, typhous exudation in the intestinal glands is more commonly absent. 
The French school, to whom we owe the name of typhoid, assumes the exist- 
ence of two distinct diseases, as represented by typhus and typhoid fevers. 
To this has been added the distinction of fever spots already alluded to, which 
are supposed to be diagnostic of each. 

These subjects afford scope for the observation of the student, and, ere 
long, will probably be definitely settled. For the present, I would warn him 
against placing unjustifiable confidence in any theory, and remind him that 
the question of importance in regard to the immediate treatment of any case 
is not which theory he shall adopt, but what phenomena are actually present, 
and how he may best meet them by suitable treatment ; whether there be 
congestion of the lungs, or ulceration of the bowels, not whether he has got 
typhus or typhoid fever to deal with. 

All the complications alluded to are apt to be overlooked or forgotten in 
the consideration of the existence of fever, and yet they are each of greater or 
less importance in treatment. And again, while exact knowledge of their 
true character is essential in arriving at the very important negative conclu- 
sion, that inflammation of some particular organ does not exist, their very 
presence becomes an additional corroboration of the belief, that we have to 
do with a case of continued fever. 

Under the general head of fever there are also classed, in the 
table of diseases, remittents, influenza, and epidemic cholera. 

§ 2. The name of remittent fever is applied to a disease peculiar 
to warm climates. It is now very generally believed to be only 
typhus as modified by atmospheric influences and the condition 
of the nervous and sanguiferous systems of Europeans residing 
in tropical latitudes. It is unnecessary to enter on this subject in 
addressing students in this country. The same analogy holds 
with reference to the only fever of this type ever seen among 
ourselves — infantile remittent. 

The excitable frame of childhood portrays more vividly the 
exacerbations and remissions which, even in adult age, are in 
greater or less degree observable in a case of continued fever ; 
and in them the remission becomes so marked, that for a time 
the disease seems almost to be gone. In truth, the prominence 
of this one symptom is no sufficient reason for separating this 
disease from the endemic fever of adults ; and there is nothing to 
show that infantile remittent may not arise even from the infec- 
tion of typhus. The great question in diagnosis is, how to dis- 
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tinguish this, generally one of the more unimportant diseases of 
infancy, from the much more dangerous malady known as acute 
hydrocephalus. The same rule must be followed as in the study 
of continued fevers in adults ; our conclusion must rest more on 
negative than on positive evidence. We have positive evidence 
of an acute febrile disease ; we seek for negative evidence that 
there is not inflammation of the head, the chest, or the abdomen. 
The investigation of these points will occupy our attention at a 
future period ; and in the consideration of acute hydrocephalus 
reference will be made to the points of resemblance and differ- 
ence, in so far as they can throw light upon the discrimination 
of these two diseases, which are unfortunately often mistaken for 
each other. 

§ 3. Influenza. — This disorder is characterized by an irritation 
or inflammatory condition of the mucous membrane of the lungs, 
implicating also that of the nares and the conjunctivee ; but, super- 
added to this, and constituting its essential feature, is the lassitude 
and exhaustion of fever. A common catarrh, or an attack of 
bronchitis, it is now the fashion to call influenza. In scientific 
diagnosis they ought to be distinguished ; still, cases must occur 
in which these different diseases so merge into each other, as to 
render it difficult, or even impossible. Thus, in an enfeebled 
constitution the least disturbance may provoke symptoms of 
general derangement, with fever of an asthentic type, closely allied 
to influenza; exactly as more severe disease may in the same 
constitutions cause typhoid symptoms, or symptoms resembling 
typhus. The determination will be much aided by observing 
whether the attack occur as a solitary instance, or whether similar 
cases are numerous at the same time. 

It is unnecessary to enter much into detail, ■with regard to the history and 
the symptoms. Whatever is true of common continued fever in its milder 
form, is likely to be true of this disorder, bearing in mind the great distinc- 
tion, that in the one the mucous membrane of the bowels is the subject of a 
peculiar affection, and in the other the mucous membrane of the lungs is the 
principal seat of morbid action. The history points out its recent commence- 
ment, even when supervening upon previous ailment. The general symptoms 
indicate a febrile state; the aspect of the patient is more or less depressed; 
his sensations lead him to complain of a sense of lassitude and general dis- 
comfort, and of cough, tightness of chest, &c, such as are usually present in 
catarrhal affection. The chest symptoms are those of acute bronchitis. 

Influenza differs from continued fever with superadded bronchitis, chiefly 
in the greater prominence of the symptoms of irritation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the lungs, and the affection of the nose and eyes, as well as in the 
comparatively milder character of the fever ; but this is often only a question 
ot degree. 

§ 4. Epidemic Cholera.— This frightful disorder, which has come 
to us from the tropics, and has visited us so frequently of late 
years, is classed among the fevers, chiefly on account of the in- 
creasing conviction that it is one of the acute blood diseases, and 
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the evident febrile reaction after recovery from the stage of col- 
lapse. It must be admitted, however, that in very many instances 
the fever, as such, is very slight in intensity, as compared with 
the previous depression ; in others it is a formidable event, and 
not unfrequently the cause of the fatal termination. One cha- 
racteristic, which must not be lost sight of, is its epidemic 
influence; though we cannot exactly trace the manner of its 
propagation, it clearly follows the general laws of all epidemics 
— such, for example, as typhus, the commonest and best known 
of those of this country. 

The history of the case may ultimately be the means of our 
learning its mode of propagation, as it has already served to 
determine that its cause is not simply an atmospheric influence 
floating about over our heads. In diagnosis it is of little service, 
except so far as it may preserve us from paying too much regard 
to the presence of collapse, as indicating cholera, when there is 
any other antecedent cause of exhaustion. Collapse is, in reality, 
only an accident, which may coexist with any condition of extreme 
depression — e.g., the colliquative diarrhoea of phthisis. 

The general symptoms in the commencement of cholera are 
very different from those commonly seen in fever. The skin is 
cold and clammy ; the pulse feeble and not frequent ; the tongue 
cold, moist, and not much coated ; the stools remarkably copious, 
pale, and free from odor ; the urine suppressed ; there is almost 
always severe vomiting; and the excessive thirst is such as 
naturally results from the enormous discharges from the whole 
of the alimentary canal. As the disease proceeds to collapse, 
the symptoms increase in intensity, the coldness of the skin and 
its blueness or lividity become most striking; the pulse imper- 
ceptible; and the stools and vomit assume the characters of a 
thin, colorless fluid, resembling rice water. In reaction the skin 
sometimes remains cold for several days, and is, perhaps, never 
hot and dry, as in ordinary fever; the tongue becomes more 
coated ; the pulse slowly returns, and is frequent and feeble ; 
the diarrhoea ceases ; thirst abates ; and in favorable cases the 
urine, at first scanty and albuminous, is gradually restored to its 
normal condition. When this secretion is not re-established 
soon after reaction commenced, the issue will probably be un- 
favorable. 

The aspect of the patient is depressed, and the expression list- 
less, and there is a remarkable appearance about the eyes, which, 
during the existence of epidemic cholera, has often served to warn 
myself and others that an attack of diarrhoea would proceed to 
the more fully developed disease. It is hard to describe in words ; 
but consists of hollowness of the orbits and sinking of the eye, 
with a leaden color around, and a listlessness of expression. The 
color of the skin first assumes an earthy hue, subsequently pass- 
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ing into complete lividity, which lasts, especially on the hands, 
during the greater part of the stage of reaction. 

The patient makes little complaint of pain, except that depend- 
ent on cramps. By some the occurrence of cramp is regarded as 
the symptom which distinguishes cholera from simple vomiting 
and purging ; it is simply an accident ; a very common one truly, 
but one which may not occur in real cholera, and may be pre- 
sent when the case is unequivocally not cholera. There is no 
complaint of nausea, though the constant and urgent^ vomiting 
can scarcely be supposed to exist without it ; there is also no 
complaint of pain with the purging ; the sensations no doubt are 
blunted ; but this painlessness is an important feature in the case, 
and it may even excite surprise on the part of the patient him- 
self, that such enormous discharges take place from the stomach 
and bowels, when he has so little feeling of internal derangement. 
In the beginning of an attack, the existence of diarrhoea without 
pain or griping, will cause the medical attendant to be on the 
alert ; but, unfortunately, it has just the opposite effect with the 
patient, who cannot fancy that anything is seriously wrong when 
he has so little feeling of discomfort. Another remarkable fea- 
ture is the sensation of burning heat and oppression so often 
complained of, while the skin is cold and corpse-like ; the patient 
obstinately resists every attempt to raise the temperature by arti- 
ficial means, and, in the restlessness of the disease, throws off the 
warm blankets in which he is wrapped. 

Among particular symptoms are ranked the change of the natural sound of 
the voice into a hoarse whisper, the vox choleraica : and the circumstance of 
the tongue and the breath being sensibly cold to the hand of the observer. 
These facts may be interesting in any particular case, but, as they belong to 
the accidents of the disease, they must not be elevated into diagnostic symp- 
toms. 

The mental faculties are not obscured till an advanced period, when the 
pupils become contracted, the brain oppressed, and the patient comatose. 
Prior to this, there is only a condition of restlessness of body and inactivity 
of mind. 

During the existence of an epidemic of cholera there can be no difficulty 
in classifying the cases which present well-developed features of the disease ; 
but its march is attended by coincident diarrhoea, and there is in reality no 
definite boundary between the one and the other. Every link is filled up by 
cases of varying intensity, from the very worst of cholera to the mildest of 
diarrhoea. The indications by which we are guided, the characters of the 
evacuations, the existence of collapse, and the suppression of urine, are not 
directly connected with the essence of the disease, and do not show where 
the line is to be drawn. Hence it is that one observer records a smaller 
mortality than another, because he includes a larger class of cases ; and that 
the same treatment appears to be followed by such varying success in different 
hands. 

We have found the same obscurity in attempting to discriminate different 
classes of fever. But, while we cannot yet feel certain whether they arise 
from the same or from different causes, we have this remarkable difference 
between Asiatic cholera and sporadic or English cholera, that the one travels 
to us from the tropics, and never takes its rise in temperate climates, while the 
other occurs every year among ourselves. On the other hand, just as during 
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the presence of an epidemic of typhus, there is extreme difficulty in distin- 
guishing cases dependent on the epidemic influence from those naturally 
springing from endemial causes, which might have equally occurred during 
its absence ; so during an epidemic of cholera, there is often much difficulty 
in recognizing a case of simply severe diarrhoea. In the one case or the 
other the distinction is only based on the totality of the symptoms, placing it 
rather under one denomination than the other; and until we know something 
more of the real nature of the disease, we must not forget to give its due 
weight to the d priori argument of its universality and its transmission from 
one place or person to another. In my own experience I have found that, 
when attention has been given to this point, distinctive characters have been 
observed which would otherwise have escaped notice. 

Division II. — Eruptive Fevers. 

This class includes in our table of diseases four distinct forms: 
1, measles ; 2, scarlatina ; 3, varioloid eruptions ; 4, erysipelas. 

There may be much difficulty in deciding whether a case pre- 
senting itself with the general characters of fever, may not termi- 
nate in some cutaneous eruption. 

The probability is ,to be learned from the chances of exposure 
to infection, and also, in some measure, from the suddenness of 
the attack. The appearance of the eruption soon determines the 
point, and often has shown itself before the amount of febrile dis- 
turbance has been such as to call for medical aid. It is of im- 
portance to avoid mistakes in such matters, because an early isola- 
tion of the sufferer may prevent the spread of the malady to other 
members of the family, and blame, greatly disproportioned to the 
extent of the oversight, is always awarded to the attendant who 
has not foreseen the possibility of the occurrence. 

In case of a sudden attack, the age of the patient has some 
bearing on the possibility of eruptive fever, because so large a 
proportion of these cases occur in early life. Inquiry ought to 
be made whether the patient has previously suffered from measles 
or scarlatina, or is protected from smallpox by vaccination. 

Children suffer more frequently from most of these fevers than adults. An 
attack of measles is rare after puberty, because so few persons pass through 
the period of childhood without suffering from this disorder, and its recurrence 
is not a common event. The liability to scarlatina seems to be very greatly 
diminished in adult age. Unvaccinated children are especially liable to small- 
pox, if at all exposed to its contagion ; after vaccination, the liability again 
increases as age advances, from twelve or fifteen up to twenty-five or thirty. 
Both in the modified and unmodified forms, a first attack of smallpox may 
occur at any period of life, but is very much less common after the age of 
thirty. Second attacks of all these diseases are unusual, but exceptions are 
sometimes met with. Erysipelas, on the other hand, is not a disease of child- 
hood, and does not in any way guard the system against a second attack. 

The period of the illness, when the case is first seen, greatly 
aids in determining whether it may be one of eruptive fever or 
not ; for, after three or four days, the chances of scarlatina or 
smallpox are almost gone — the eruption of measles is sometimes 
deferred to the sixth day of the fever ; but these are the extremes, 
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as the eruption is generally seen earlier. Definite rules are laid 
down in books ; but these will be found in practice to be very 
frequently deviated from, if the history given by the friends or 
the patient himself be true. 

In the preliminary stage, the general symptoms are such as 
indicate a more active or sthenic type of fever than those which 
are not attended with cutaneous eruption : the skin is hot, and the 
pulse firm, and there is less of lassitude and depression. Cases of 
simple continued fever sometimes present similar symptoms in 
the early stage, and this may be accompanied by some general 
redness of the skin which is then apt to be regarded as the pre- 
cursor of eruptive fever ; it is, so far as we know, only accidental, 
and the progress of the case can alone determine its nature. On 
the other hand, in some of the very worst forms of scarlet fever, 
the general symptoms put on a typhoid type ; and then the cuta- 
neous eruption is scanty, or may be even altogether absent ; the 
depression is great, and the whole system seems overpowered by 
the poison. Less frequently, an analogous condition is met with 
in smallpox, with this difference, that the cutaneous eruption is 
excessive in the early stage, but the constitution of the patient 
has not power fully to develop it ; when antecedent blood-disease 
leads in such cases to the formation of petechias, the diagnosis is 
very obscure. Suppression of measles seems to have more to do 
with the coexistence of internal inflammation than with the power 
of the miasmatic poison. 

The period of incubation, as it is called, has no distinct charac- 
ters. During the incursion of the fever, before any cutaneous 
eruption has appeared, there are certain indications which, more 
or less definitely, point to what is about to occur — 1. In measles, 
it is attended with coryza. 2. In scarlatina, there is sore throat, 
and the appearance of the tongue is peculiar. 3. In varioloid 
eruptions, pain in the back is present. 4. Erysipelas is not 
marked by any special prodromata ; there is a general sense of 
malaise, sometimes sore throat, and, not unfrequently, a dull, 
aching pain, or pricking sensation, in the part that is to be at- 
tacked. 

1. Coryza belongs also both to common catarrh and to influenza. In the 
former there is much less fever ; in the latter, if the fever be equal, there is 
much more depression. The affection of the mucous membrane in measles is 
marked by injection of the conjunctiva? ; in catarrh and influenza it is more 
confined to the throat and bronchi. I have felt for a moment perplexed by 
the effects of a fit of crying in a young person with slight febrile disturbance, 
and the hint may be useful to others. 

2. The sore throat of scarlatina is characterized by profuse redness of the 
fauces, without tumefaction to any extent in the first instance. That which 
sometimes accompanies simple fever presents less diffuse redness ; in quinsy 
it is always associated with much swelling. In all of these the distinctions 
derived from febrile symptoms are to be viewed in connection with the local 
state ; when the characters of scarlet fever most nearly approach to typhus 
the redness is most marked, and it has a livid hue ; in quinsy when the 
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swelling is so slight as to cause any doubt, the febrile state is scarcely appre- 
ciable. The sodden tongue of quinsy has always but little analogy to that of 
fever. 

In a well-marked case of scarlatina, there are generally to be seen on the 
tongue a number of round elevated papillre, which, in the early stage, protrude 
through a white fur, giving it a dotted appearance, and at a later period stand 
out from the smooth red surface, producing what is generally spoken of as 
the " strawberry" tongue. This appearance cannot serve for the diagnosis of 
doubtful cases, except, perhaps, in a retrospective view. 

3. The pain of the back in variolous attacks is sometimes most remarkable. 
It is more intense than any similar condition observed in ordinary fever, in 
which pains in the limbs generally are sure to accompany any local pain in 
the back, and depression is observed rather than excitement; the fever ex- 
isting prior to the eruption of smallpox, when pain in the back is felt, is usu- 
ally of an active form. A distinction between this local pain and that of 
lumbago, in the general acceptation of the term, may be drawn from its posi- 
tion : the latter affects the muscles at the side of the spine, and is, conse- 
quently, much aggravated by movement ; the former is more central in situa- 
tion and is less affected by change of posture. The subject of nephritis will 
occupy us at a later period. Other causes of pain in the back are not attended 
with symptoms of fever. 

Eruptive fevers vary very greatly in intensity prior to the 
appearance of the cutaneous affection ; and it fortunately happens 
that, when the fever is most severe, the local indications just 
mentioned are most striking. In slight cases, where the prac- 
titioner is most likely to be thrown off his guard, he is seldom 
called till the appearance of the eruption leaves no room for 
hesitation as to the cause of the attack. 

The eruptions present certain distinct forms, which, in their* 
full development, become the basis of distinction between these 
diseases, as they also separate them widely from other forms of 
fever. Their characters are, however, occasionally so obscure, 
that, notwithstanding all the aid derived from antecedent and 
consequent symptoms, cases do occur which are not free from 
ambiguity. The principal features are the following : — 

1. Measles.— The eruption consists of a mottled redness, which 
appears in the form of numerous rose-colored spots, papular, very 
slight] y elevated, and grouped in crescentic patches ; the eleva- 
tion scarcely perceptible to the touch, and without any sensation 
of hardness. It is first observed about the back and loins, and 
subsequently spreads until it covers the whole body, in most 
instances. 

2. Scarlatina. — Here we find a diffused redness, of more or less 
brilliancy, especially affecting the front of the neck, spreading 
down on the chest, and also appearing at the bend of the elbow 
and on the legs, where, sometimes, it is more extended and gene- 
ral than on the upper part of the body. It commonly begins 
with the neck, and assumes the form of minute points of redness, 
which are in no way elevated, and rapidly coalesce. There is no 
feeling of hardness or appearance of boundary line, though the 

6 
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eruption be of limited extent ; it scarcely ever covers the whole 
surface, like measles. 

8. Varioloid Eruptions generally first appear on the face, pre- 
ceded by patches of redness, which have a hard, gritty feeling to 
the finger; upon these patches minute vesicles, more or less 
numerous, form ; some, or all of them, acquire gradually a larger 
size, become filled with lymph, which passes quickly into pus, 
and are marked by a distinct depression in the centre. In modi- 
fied smallpox, after vaccination, the eruption may be very scanty 
indeed — may, perhaps, only show itself on the chest — and few or 
none of the vesicles ever enlarge to the appearance of variolous 
pustules. 

4. Erysipelas — a diffused redness, confined to a particular 
locality, with considerable tumefaction, and a sensation of super- 
ficial hardness, appearing much more commonly about the head 
and face than elsewhere. In deep-seated cellular inflammation 
there may be the same diffuse redness and tumefaction, but the 
sensation, on touching it, is rather that of tension than hardness : 
in the one, the skin itself is thickened by infiltration ; in the 
other, the redness is only sympathetic, and the tension comes 
from the infiltration of the deeper lying structures, just as hap- 
pens in the redness over a joint affected by acute rheumatism. 

The degree of similarity which they present has led to cellular inflammation 
being called phlegmonous erysipelas ; it has none of the characters of an 
idiopathic fever, which have led to our placing erysipelas among the eruptive 
* fevers. It is referred, along with the remaining acute exanthemata, roseola, 
urticaria, erythema, and eczema, to the division of diseases pertaining to the 
skin and cellular tissue. This classification seems objectionable, inasmuch as 
all of these are dependent on constitutional states ; but in the present staje 
of our knowledge we must be content with such an imperfect arrangement. 
Any evidence of fever which these cases present only proves it to be of a 
secondary character, and they do not differ in having a constitutional origin 
from other skin diseases, which must be classed according to their prominent 
symptoms, not according to their essential elements. 

The more prominent complications of these several disorders have their 
uses in diagnosis, and therefore deserve enumeration. 

1. Of measles — obstinate bronchitis, which often runs on to the deposition 
of miliary tubercle throughout the lungs. 

2. Of scarlatina — suppressed action of the kidney, albuminous urine, dropsy. 

3. Of smallpox — pleurisy, or pleuro-pneumonia. 

4. Of erysipelas, especially in dissipated habits — head symptoms, very 
analogous to delirium tremens. It does not appear that these are necessarily 
inflammatory, but they may be produced by meningitis, which is probably 
erysipelatous in its nature. (See Chap. XII. Div. I., Mental Functions. \ 4. 
Delirium.) 

Division III. — Intermittent Fevers. 

The great distinction of this class of fevers is their perfect in- 
termission. All fevers are liable to exacerbations ; and the remis- 
sions were considered in former times, no less essential than any 
of the other symptoms, such as hot skin, quick pulse, &c. They 
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are now regarded rather as accidental, and dependent on extrane- 
ous causes, than as belonging to the necessary effects of the fever 
itself, when it comes under any of the classes already enumerated. 
But when complete intermission occurs, and when the patient for 
a long time feels tolerably well during the interval, the type of 
fever is wholly different. The history is, therefore, one of the 
most important guides to diagnosis. If a patient be seen just as 
the cold stage is .passing away and the hot one commencing, 
during the first paroxysm, or if he have not sufficient intelligence 
to have marked the succession of its stages in a previous one, 
there is nothing to distinguish it from simple fever. The cold 
stage is more marked, and the heat of skin is out of proportion 
to the duration of the attack, and to the appearance of the 
tongue ; but this is not sufficient to distinguish it from the incur- 
sion of eruptive fever, or of some inflammation, until profuse 
perspiration follows and the complete intermission arrives. The 
absence of the special indications already pointed out, and of 
local pain, probably contradict such an idea ; and we then inquire 
into the possible causes of the attack, and especially the exposure 
to local malaria in ague districts. 

The rigor is generally intense, and the perspiration profuse — 
such, indeed, as are never met with except in deep-seated suppu- 
ration ; and if there be no history of any serious derangement of 
health, which would of necessity accompany previously existing 
disease of any internal organ, there need be little doubt of the 
nature of the case. These symptoms are soon followed by com- 
plete intermission ; and, finally, the recurrence of the attack, after 
a longer or shorter interval, makes up the entire history of the 
disease. 

The completeness of the intermission, the disappearance of 
everything like fever in these cases, deserves especial observa- 
tion ; because it forms the most trustworthy evidence of the true 
nature of the disease. Delusive hopes, and perhaps mischievous 
treatment, are not unfrequently based upon intermissions which 
have an appearance of regularity, but are incomplete in other 
characters. The intermittents of the tropics do not so invariably 
follow this description ; but in this country, except the patient be 
worn down by oft-repeated paroxysms, I think it extremely dan- 
gerous in diagnosis to admit that any fever belongs to this class, 
simply because the remissions assume some regularity of type. 
The paroxysms in ague may recur at nearly the same time next 
day, when it is called quotidian ; on the third day, tertian ; or on 
the fourth day, quartan. These are all regular intermittents ; and 
an approach to regularity in the period of recurrence is the rule 
in the greater number of cases. Occasionally an appearance of 
irregularity is produced by anticipation or postponement of the 
paroxysm ; the former in the commencement, the latter in the 
decline of the disease : the rigor begins half an hour or an hour 
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earlier or later on each recurrence. Another cause of an appear- 
ance of irregularity is the existence of what is called double-ter- 
tian : the paroxysms on the first and third day begin at the same 
hour, but on the second day the rigor comes on at some different 
period ; and this is again repeated on the fourth day : it thus 
simulates an irregular quotidian. The curative treatment is now 
so quick and efficacious in the early period, that opportunities are 
seldom offered in this country of studying such phenomena. 

Sometimes the paroxysms recur at such irregular intervals 
that the disease must simply be called an irregular intermittent. 
These cases are rare ; and when they supervene on previous dis- 
order, the possibility of deep-seated suppuration must be con- 
sidered and the judgment held in suspense, until their distinct 
recurrence on one or two occasions, and the condition of compa- 
rative health and freedom from disorder during the intermission, 
relieve the mind from such an apprehension. On the other hand, 
when serious derangement of health has preceded the first shiver- 
ing, irregular paroxysms are most probably caused by suppura- 
tion ; and when the patient continues ill during the intervals, this 
probability amounts almost to certainty, even when we cannot 
make out its exact seat. 
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CHAPTER V. 

KHEUMATISM AND GOUT. 

§ 1. Acute Rheumatism — Phenomena — Obscure Cases — Complica- 
tions— % 2. Subacute Rheumatism.— Fibrous — Synovial— Com- 
plications — § 3. Muscular Rheumatism — § 4. Chronic Rheuma- 
tism — simulated by Neuralgia — by Disease of Joints — § 5. Gout 
— § 6. Rheumatic Gout — Obscure Nature — Duration. 

It has been already noticed that the objective phenomena 
grouped under position or posture have a direct bearing on the 
diagnosis of rheumatic affections. In general terms the indica- 
tion is derived from the limited movement of certain joints, 
either in consequence of the pain produced by motion, or of the 
stiffness arising from alteration of texture. Along with this we 
may observe swelling, thickness, or distortion, more or less marked 
in different cases. 

The history is simply comprised in an account of pain of 
longer or shorter duration, with or without the coincidence of 
general febrile disturbance; and in some cases the swelling of the 
joint is more spoken of than its painfulness. The complaint on 
the part of the patient, that he is suffering from rheumatism, is 
very liable to mislead the medical attendant — no expression is in 
more common use, and none more open to fallacy; the much- 
abused term, "inflammation," is not more false in its application. 
The student should be especially careful to resolve all such state- 
ments by further inquiry into their true and simple meaning; and 
" rheumatism," in the majority of cases, is no more than an asser- 
tion of the existence of pain. Another source of fallacy connected 
with the patient's description is, that he speaks of having "lost 
the use of his limb," when its immobility is due to pain or to 
stiffness of the joint, as well as when it is caused by paralysis. 
Handling the limb is the most effectual mode of discriminating 
these three conditions. 

The history of the case may be also available for distinguishing 
between the various affections embraced under the head of rheu- 
matism, as it points out the severity of the sufferings and the 
duration of the attack, its limitation to one limb, or its transference 
to others. "We should never omit to inquire whether there have 
been any previous attack of a similar character; both because of 
the bearing this has on disease of the heart, and also because the 
characters of the affection are apt to be less pronounced in pro- 
portion to the frequency of their repetition. 
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§ 1. Acute Rheumatism.— The general symptoms indicate the 
presence of a febrile or inflammatory disorder; the sensations of 
the patient refer especially to the existence of pain. Our next 
step is to ascertain its locality — whether felt in the limbs, and 
spoken of as "pains in the bones/' so common in fever; or in 
some defined situation, as the effect of simple inflammation ; or 
whether confined to the joints themselves. If the patient, in his 
description, follow it from one joint to another — the ankles, the 
knees, the hips, the wrists, elbows, and shoulders — we may be 
sure that the disease is acute rheumatism. 

In this form, the pain is severe — not coming in twinges, nor 
accompanied by startings (muscular spasm) — but continuous, 
aggravated by motion, and intolerant of pressure; sometimes so 
intense, that the weight of the bedclothes cannot be borne ; every 
posture alike uneasy, the patient would fain alter it, but that the 
dread of increased suffering in the attempt commonly restrains 
him. Flying from one limb to another, or affecting all nearly 
alike, the wrist and ankles are more especially prone to suffer in 
acute rheumatism ; and these joints are commonly tumid and ex- 
tremely tender, and marked by a superficial erythematous blush. 
Along with these evidences of general disturbance and local 
suffering the profuse perspiration, of a peculiar odor, distin- 
guishes it, in a most unmistakable manner, in its severer forms. 
But the student must remember that sour-smelling perspiration, 
though very constant in this disease, will certainly mislead him 
if the more essential indications be overlooked. This acid odor 
has sometimes a certain rancidity combined with it, which, when 
present, is perhaps more diagnostic ; in all cases, however, solitary 
signs are not trustworthy. The urine is usually more remarkably 
acid, and loaded with lateritious sediment, in this than in most 
other febrile disorders. 

Fever may run high, the tongue be foul, and the pulse quick, and the local 
indications of pain and swelling be very slight at the time of observation. 
This may be caused by various circumstances. 

a. The case may be one of continued fever, with slight rheumatism super- 
added. The pain will at no time have been intense, the limbs never having 
been rendered motionless from suffering ; the febrile symptoms present some- 
what of an asthenic type ; the pulse is weak as well as quick, and perspiration 
is less common. In acute rheumatism, it may be remarked, that the general 
symptoms of a febrile state differ in many important respects from those of 
continued fever, as they indicate a certain amount of inflammatory action ; on 
the other hand, they form a striking contrast to most of the asthenic inflam- 
mations in the presence of excessive perspiration. 

b. In children, when evidence of the disease being acute is not wanting, the 
local affection may be comparatively slight, the joints, perhaps, never tumid 
or red, the patient tossing about in bed in such a way as to lead us to doubt 
whether there be any real inflammation of either ligaments or synovial mem- 
branes. Yet serious mischief may result by inflammation of the lining mem- 
brane of the heart or the pericardium. In forming a diagnosis in such cases, 
it is also to be remembered that children are not conscious that perfect still- 
ness will best remedy their sufferings, and the internal inflammation may 
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prevent any external development of the disease. The continued or remit- 
tent fever of childhood is never accompanied by local pain, and, therefore, 
when pain in the limbs is observed as a concomitant of a febrile state, rheu- 
matic affection is at least to be suspected. 

c. Not merely in childhood, but also among adults, the occurrence of severe 
internal inflammation will often abolish the signs of local affection of the 
joints ; and here we shall derive most aid from a careful inquiry into the 
patient's previous state. In comparatively rare instances, the external signs 
of the disease only follow after the subsidence of some internal inflammation. 
These occurrences are most particularly associated with pericarditis ; but 
endocarditis and pleurisy may also become causes of obscurity in febrile con- 
ditions connected with rheumatism. 

There is really little practical difficulty in recognizing a case of acute rheu- 
matism ; we have only to distinguish it from gout, and from the inflammation 
of the joints attending on secondary deposit; and their diagnosis must be 
more fully considered in subsequent sections. A first attack is generally the 
best defined : the patient is probably under thirty ; the redness of the skin 
confined to the part immediately over the joint, the pain and tenderness out 
of all proportion to the aspect of inflammation, and various joints suffering 
simultaneously. In any other than a first attack, the history of the former 
seizure may prove that to have been gout, and will naturally lead us to sus- 
pect that this, though less defined, is probably gout too. The previous occur- 
rence of either renders it probable that the present illness is not connected 
with purulent contamination of the blood. The history, again, of its com- 
mencement and progress, in gout or rheumatism, differs from that usually 
obtained in a case of pyaemia : in the latter, there is some existing suppura- 
tion or inflammation of veins or absorbents, which was, perhaps, recognized 
long before inflammation attacked the joints ; and we are thus prepared to 
look for its occurrence ; sometimes, however, the process is a very rapid one, 
and the attack exceedingly like acute rheumatism to the inexperienced. One 
or two points aid very much in the discrimination, as they are connected with 
the essential nature of the disease. The inflammation round the joint is more 
erysipelatous in appearance, and is combined with oedema, and the pain is 
less severe ; other parts, at a distance from any joint, are similarly affected ; 
or there may be inflammation about the eyelids, soreness of throat, &c. : the 
fever is adynamic, and the patient depressed ; the inflammation constantly 
passes on to suppuration — which never happens in acute rheumatism. 

Delirium is occasionally associated with acute rheumatism, and we may 
satisfy ourselves, in the majority of cases, that it is not due to inflammation 
of the brain, but merely an evidence of deterioration of blood, or of labored 
circulation, consequent upon inflammation of the heart. It can only cause 
anxiety when the disease has suddenly receded from the joints, and has not 
affected the heart ; because, as will be shown when speaking of delirium, we 
may then possibly have metastasis to the brain. In the chest are to be found 
the most constant complications of acute rheumatism. By far the larger 
number of cases of pericarditis which have been recognized during life occur 
in the progress of this disease, and a considerable proportion of the perma- 
nent valvular lesions maybe observed to take their rise in rheumatic endocar- 
ditis, or may be traced back, with very great probability, to it. The condition 
of the heart must, therefore, be watched from day to day ; we must also be 
prepared for the incursion of pleurisy ; and bronchitis sometimes becomes a 
serious and troublesome complication. 

§ 2. Subacute Rheumatism. — When the febrile state is less 
marked, when the inflammation of the joints is less severe, and 
the number affected smaller, we have a form of rheumatism which 
has been called subacute. It may differ in no essential particu- 
lar from acute rheumatism, except in intensity ; in no one symp- 
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torn, probably, so much as in the amount of tenderness ; there is 
generally considerable swelling, and, in some instances, a good 
deal of redness; but the exquisite sensibility of acute rheumatism 
is wanting. Some of the cases belonging to this class are of short 
duration, as if they were abortive attacks of the acute form. 
Some continue for a long period, and take on the characters 
known as rheumatic gout. Others, on the contrary, present this 
peculiarity, that the disease is in great measure, or entirely, limited 
either to one joint or to a single extremity. The symptoms con- 
nected with the local disturbance may be tolerably severe, but it 
remains fixed there, and the disease is commonly very obstinate 
and much prolonged in its duration. Such cases are liable to be 
taken for simple inflammation of the joint, or synovitis. The 
best guide in determining their nature is to be found in the his- 
tory of the case. Eheumatism almost always appears in several 
joints before it becomes located in one ; and, on inquiry, perhaps 
we learn that the patient has had previous attacks of rheumatism 
or gout. The history of simple inflammation generally points to 
some accident or injury, acting as the exciting cause, or it tells of 
syphilis, with nodes or lichenous eruption. The diagnosis is ne- 
cessarily imperfect, inasmuch as both diseases have an inflamma- 
tory character ; and it is remarkable that, in persons of gouty or 
rheumatic habit, the inflammation, set up by accident or injury, 
often assumes a specific type, just as we find inflammatory action 
modified, in other instances, by some peculiar diathesis of the 
patient, e. g., the scrofulous. 

The varieties of subacute rheumatism are chiefly distinguished by the cir- 
cumstance that, in some cases the fibrous structures around the joint, in others 
the synovial membrane, is the seat of the local inflammatory action. In acute 
rheumatism the two are more intimately blended; in the subacute form it is 
not difficult to distinguish the thickening of the ligamentous structures, which 
are firm and resisting, from the puffy elasticity and feeling of fluctuation com- 
municated by the presence of fluid in the cavity of the joint. The first is more 
frequently met with in the smaller joints of the wrists and fingers ; the other, 
by far the most frequently, in the knee, where the accumulation of fluid is 
sometimes very remarkable. 

Among the complications of subacute rheumatism gonorrhoea is one of the 
most important, especially in the male sex. It is a very frequent association 
of that form in which the swelling and redness seem to indicate very acute 
action, while the absence of pain and of fever, and the limited nature of the 
affection, really lead to an opposite conclusion. 

A very serious affection of the brain is occasionally seen as a complication 
of synovial rheumatism, when, during its progress, the sudden absorption of 
the fluid is followed by delirium and coma. 

In subacute rheumatism affections of the lungs and heart are much less 
common than in the acute form. 

Synovitis is the disease which most nearly resembles subacute rheumatism ; 
and from this, as we have already seen, it can only be distinguished by analyz- 
ing the causes of the affection : the local action is the same in each Other 
diseases of the joints are more liable to be confounded with chronic rheumatism, 
under which head their distinguishing characters will be more fully considered. 

Here we have only to notice, that in certain cases in which the knee-joint 
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is affected with absolute thickening and degeneration of the synovial mem- 
brane, the external aspect closely resembles that which is produced by the 
presence of fluid in synovial rheumatism. The history of cases of joint-disease 
is generally obscure, and extends over a long period ; their progress is insidi- 
ous, and they are especially distinguished from rheumatic affections by the 
absence of pain in their commencement. The degeneration of the synovial 
membrane last alluded to is, indeed, almost painless throughout : its shape 
sufficiently characterizes it as an affection of the synovial membrane, while 
the feeling of elasticity and absence of fluctuation show that there is no accu- 
mulation of fluid. 

§ 3. Muscular Rheumatism. — Pain and stiffness of rheumatic 
origin may also attack the muscular structures. It occurs with 
or without attendant fever ; but it cannot be supposed that, in so 
slight a malady, the fever is symptomatic, the two are rather 
coincident affections ; and we must be careful to make out dis- 
tinctly that such is the fact ; for when the pyrexia arises from a 
local affection, tension and hardness will be observea as well as 
tenderness, indicating the presence of the products of inflamma- 
tion, in the effusion of lymph or serum, and proving that the 
disease is not rheumatism. In the absence of fever, the disorder 
cannot be called "chronic," because of its short duration and 
transient nature ; but we may call it " slight" rheumatism. In a 
diagnostic point of view, we recognize the existence of pain, more 
or less constant, aggravated, or only called into existence by 
muscular movement ; passive motion not being attended with 
pain, as it is in rheumatism of the joints, except when, by anta- 
gonism, some muscle is called into action. 

This is one of the causes of lumbago, the most severe form of 
muscular rheumatism. Its diagnoses must not rest upon this one 
symptom, however prominent. Careful inquiry must also be 
made into the condition of the spine and the kidneys, which may 
each be the cause of pain in the loins. Muscular pains, uncon- 
nected with rheumatism, will occupy our attention at a future 
period. (See Chap. X. § 1.) 

§ 4. Chronic Rheumatism. — Pain and stiffness of the ligament- 
ous structures, often of long duration, with or without thickening 
of parts, and increased by motion of the joints or handling of the 
limb, when unaccompanied by marked tenderness or febrile 
action, is to be classed under the denomination of chronic rheu- 
matism. 

It is not possible to specify, with any degree of accuracy, the 
exact element of this form of disease ; but it is very important 
that the practitioner should be able to distinguish painful affec- 
tions dependent on other causes from those which, in the absence 
of positive indications to the contrary, must be regarded as rheu- 
matic. In the subsequent recurrence of the disease, patients 
themselves are often able to discriminate very exactly between 
the pain of rheumatism and that of other disorders, but too much 
reliance must not be placed on such statements. 
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The early history generally points to pain as the first or the 
only indication, altered form or structure being a later or second- 
ary effect. Occasionally it occurs as the sequel of an acute attack 
which has not been followed by complete convalescence, but more 
frequently it has no such origin ; nor does it appear that the sub- 
jects of chronic rheumatism have been, in any large proportion, 
affected with acute rheumatism at former periods. _ It is much 
more common in advanced than in early life. Simultaneous 
affection of several joints, including the constitutional nature of 
the disease, is not so frequently met with in this as in other forms 
of rheumatism ; nor are there any general symptoms constantly 
associated with it. The inquiry into the condition of other organs 
often brings to light disordered functions or impaired_ nutrition, 
which have an indirect but important relation to the disease, and 
are even more essential to its correct treatment than perfect 
knowledge of the local condition. 

When affecting the smaller joints, alterations of form are more 
frequently seen as its result than when the larger ones are espe- 
cially attacked, and, at all events, from their situation, the swelling 
or distortion is more readily perceived ; but its site is rather in 
the latter than in the former. The shoulders, the hips,_and the 
ligamentous structures of the back are its common situations, and 
next in order, the knees, ankles, and elbows ; in the hands and 
feet, the disease is more likely to be of a gouty nature, or at least 
to correspond with what is called rheumatic gout. 

With reference to diagnosis, we have to discriminate diseases accompanied 
by pain in situations where chronic rheumatism is usually met with, and dis- 
eases of the joints which are not rheumatic. The painful affections are chiefly 
neuralgic or sympathetic ; in the shoulder and upper part of the back, those 
connected with disorder of the liver and dyspepsia ; across the loins, those 
produced by affections of the kidney; at the lower part of the back, in 
females, those associated with vaginal discharges and uterine disease ; while 
in the hip and thigh it is often very difficult to make out whether the pain is 
of the ordinary rheumatic character or is dependent on sciatica, which itself 
may be only a manifestation of rheumatism. In all of these cases we derive 
great aid from the consideration, that in rheumatic affections the pain is in- 
creased by movement ; each, however, presents peculiar characters, which 
serve to confirm our diagnosis. In disorders of digestion, the prominence of 
the symptoms bearing more directly upon the function itself; in nephralgia 
and nephritis the pain described as shooting down to the groin, thigh, or tes- 
ticle ; in uterine affections, the seat of pain corresponding to the sacrum, 
where movement cannot be its exciting cause ; and in sciatica, the pain fol- 
lowing the course of the nerve down the back and inside of the thigh, serves 
to discriminate it from one spoken of as extending from the hip to the ankle, 
simply because all the joints of the limb happen to be simultaneously affected. 

The diseases of the joints do not properly fall under our notice in medical 
diagnosis, but yet it is very necessary we should be able to satisfy our own 
minds whether, in any given case, there be not some more definite disease 
going on than that which, for want of more accurate knowledge, we call 
rheumatic. We have already noticed the degeneration of the synovial mem- 
brane, and we have still to mention ulceration of cartilages, scrofulous disease 
of bones, and caries of the spine. In regard to all we observe, that their 
course is very protracted, their commencement insidious, and that they are 
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chiefly characterized by absence of pain in the early stage ; pain, when it 
does come on, is shooting, transitory, and frequently attended by starting of 
the limbs ; it is only in the advanced stages that it presents any permanence 
of character. We may further observe, not only that there is absence of pain 
in the quiescent state, but that cautious movement does not bring it on, 
while the slightest jar, causing concussion of one bone against another, is 
sure to cause pain, and that sometimes of very severe kind. The patient who 
cannot bear his own weight on the ground while perfectly motionless, is capa- 
ble of much movement in bed without suffering, when the pressure is removed 
from the affected joint. A very frequent source of obscurity in the early his- 
tory of these cases is the circumstance that pain is not referred to the joint 
itself, but to a more distant one, in which it is only sympathetic ; this point, 
when ascertained, serves as an additional ground for diagnosis. The age and 
aspect of the patient are suggestive with reference to the nature of the affec- 
tion ; thus we look for disease of bone in the young and delicate, ulceration 
of cartilages in the early part of adult life, and chronic rheumatism after its 
middle period, in persons who are fat and flabby or cachectic and ansemic. 
In caries of the spine, the early progress of the case is scarcely marked by 
any feature which can distinguish it, till the prominence of one spinous pro- 
cess at the seat of pain indicates the irreparable mischief which has already 
taken place. In connection with this we must not forget that lumbar and 
psoas abscess, or deep-seated pelvic inflammation and suppuration, when 
advancing slowly, are apt to simulate rheumatic affections of the loins and 
hips. 

In chronic rheumatism we chiefly meet with two important complications, 
which seem each to have more or less to do with its development when pre- 
sent — constitutional syphilis and granular degeneration of the kidney. It is 
also intimately connected with mal-nutrition, whether tending to accumula- 
tion of fat or to general cachexia. 

§ 5. Gout. — The researches of recent times have gradually led 
to the discovery of an important element in gout — the presence 
of an excess of uric acid in the blood. This knowledge holds 
out a prospect of our arriving ultimately at more accurate diag- 
nosis ; at present it is only in the hands of a few that such a 
chemical test can be relied on. But we may derive, from the 
mode of its attack, pretty certain indications of the nature of 
this disease. 

In regard to history, an attack of gout is usually ushered in 
by dyspeptic symptoms and feeling of discomfort, for some period 
before it becomes localized in the joints ; and this, it may be re- 
marked, is not generally the case with rheumatism. Further, in 
the first seizure, the pain and redness are almost invariably con- 
fined to the smaller joints, especially those of the foot. In any 
subsequent illness, where the evidence is at all indistinct, the 
manner of its first incursion must be carefully inquired into, 
because the statement of the patient that he has previously suf- 
fered from either gout or rheumatism is generally not trust- 
worthy. 

When the joint is already attacked, and this is very commonly 
the great toe in the early seizures, the disease is marked by intense 
pain, redness, and inflammatory swelling, just as in acute rheuma- 
tism ; but there is no great amount of inflammatory fever. If it 
tend to pass from one foot to the other, it does not fly from joint 
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to joint all over the body, but, as it appears in one extremity, it 
usually recedes from the other. The pain is commonly aggravated 
at night. There is none in the shoulders, the hips, or the knees ; 
and while, in these respects, it resembles the abortive attack of 
rheumatic fever which we have described as subacute rheuma- 
tism, confined to one joint or to one extremity, the inflammatory 
action of that is very much greater in intensity and painfulness. 
In a few words, the condition of the joint resembles that seen in 
acute rheumatism, while the state of the patient is more analo- 
gous to the subacute form of the disease, in the absence of fever, 
perspiration, &c. 

It is very rare that a first attack should localize itself anywhere 
but in the foot ; and this fact, therefore, becomes a great help in 
determining the nature of subsequent illnesses, when the hands, 
or even the knees, the shoulders, and the hips may be the seat of 
the gouty paroxysm. Eepeated attacks of gout very frequently 
leave chalky deposits in the textures around the joints, and these 
serve as landmarks to distinguish cases which would otherwise 
be very perplexing. The more frequently the patient has suffered, 
the less defined does the character of each seizure become, until 
the description of' the case, but for these two circumstances, is 
scarcely to be recognized as at all different from subacute rheu- 
matism. All the conditions are then greatly modified ; the pain 
and swelling are less severe ; the number and variety of joints 
implicated much increased. 

Gout can scarcely be confounded with the local suppurations in and around 
the joints seen in pyaemia, the general disturbance of suppurative fever being 
so different from the dyspepsia preceding gout. It may be useful to add that, 
while the redness and swelling are in both cases well-marked and of limited 
extent, the one is a much more painful affection than the other ; it is quite 
remarkable how very little suffering is occasioned by these secondary suppu- 
rations. 

The history of any previous seizure may be made available for diagnosis 
by a comparison of the age of the patient with the date of the first appear- 
ance of the disease. Gout seldom shows itself before the middle period of 
life, while a first attack of acute rheumatism is rarely met with after that age. 
The different duration of the attack in each case should also be borne in mind. 

Along with these we must take into consideration the habits and aspect of 
the patient ; for, while it is true that no degree of abstemiousness will serve 
to ward off the occurrence of gout when the predisposition is strong, it is 
unquestionably among the over-fed and the plethoric that it is most constantly 
found. 

No positive rules of diagnosis can be laid down for determining the nature 
of what has beemcalled erratic or unfixed gout; but we shall very generally 
be right in concluding that anomalous cases of disorder in gouty habits are 
more or less due to, or modified by, the excess of uric acid. 

Gout is especially associated with disease of the kidney ; and so frequently 
has this been observed that some pathologists have spoken of the gouty 
kidney, a phraseology which is highly objectionable. We may be also pre- 
pared to find other ill effects of intemperance in those who have brought on 
themselves this painful infliction, but none of them have any definite relation 
to it. 
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§ 6. Rheumatic Gout. — We cannot refuse a separate place in 
our classification to a disease which, though its place in pathology 
be as yet undetermined, is very well marked in particular cases. 
The peculiar twisting and distortion of the joints in persons who 
have suffered for any length of time from its effects, is such as 
cannot pass unobserved by any one who is familiar with the 
aspect of disease. 

In its early history it partakes most of the character of sub- 
acute rheumatism. It differs from an acute attack chiefly in the 
absence of fever, and in the circumstance that comparatively 
few of the joints are under its influence at the period of its com- 
mencement; there is a good deal of swelling, and perhaps of 
redness, of one or two joints, but these are not marked by the 
extreme tenderness and pain so distinctive of rheumatic fever or 
of gout ; while the local inflammation is more decided than in 
the subacute form of the disease, if we except a few cases which 
we have characterized as abortive attacks of acute rheumatism. 
If due consideration be given to these circumstances, the practi- 
tioner will be prepared for the incursion of a most inveterate and 
most hopeless malady. And, let it be remembered, that diagnosis 
has in this case very much to do with prognosis ; where we re- 
cognize rheumatic fever, we know that, except the heart become 
implicated, the patient will be in a few weeks at most, as well as 
ever, and that he is not very much more liable to a second attack 
than his neighbors ; when gout is clearly established, we are sure 
that the patient will be, for a time, in better health than usual 
after the present pain and distress have subsided ; but that all 
the care possible will scarcely serve to ward off a second attack ; 
when we have only subacute rheumatism to deal with, we look 
for either a trivial and passing affection, or for a lingering illness, 
as we find less or more of local action; but, with rheumatic gout, 
we ought to know that our patient is exposed to protracted suf- 
fering, and is liable to remain a cripple for life. When this is 
not foreseen, much discredit may unnecessarily be brought on 
the profession — much undue praise be given to the quack, into 
whose hands such cases are very apt to fall ; he will not scruple 
to throw on the regular attendant the blame of all the mischief 
which has happened, and claim for himself the credit of any im- 
provement which, under favorable circumstances, nature herself 
may slowly produce. 

As the disease proceeds, its peculiar characters begin to develop 
themselves; the swelling subsides in some measure; the redness, 
if any, is gone from the joints first attacked, but they remain stiff, 
tender, and useless; while others, in succession, become the seat 
of inflammatory action ; until, at length, the unfortunate patient 
is reduced to a condition of utter helplessness. When convales- 
cence has slowly been established, as it may be, after either 
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months or years of suffering, considerable distortion and perma- 
nent stiffness are the invariable results. 

Observation seems to prove that this form of disease is especially 
prone to attack females at the two great periods of the commence- 
ment and cessation of the menstrual functions. It is also frequently 
associated with constitutional disorder, in the form of scrofula, 
tubercle, or disease of the kidney ; but we know not in what re- 
lation they stand to each other. There is good ground for the 
belief that its permanence is in great measure due to the super- 
vention of local disease upon the primary constitutional disorder ; 
and for this reason it has received from some authors the name 
of " Chronic Kheumatic Arthritis." 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

DISEASES OF ADVENTITIOUS ORIGIN. 

Characteristics of the Class. — DlV. I. — Poisoning — § 1. Common 
Poisons — Irritant — Narcotic — Gaseous — § 2. Animal Virus — 
Syphilis — Hydrophobia — Glanders — § 3. Colica Pictonum. 

DlV. II. — Entozoa — § 1. Echinococcus — § 2. Intestinal Worms. 

In all the diseases which have hitherto come before us we have 
found that the element of disease is more or less beyond our reach. 
Each group of symptoms, when complete, stands quite apart from 
any other group ; and we are sure that it has its own separate 
and distinct cause in some contamination of the blood. This may 
be solely produced by external agents, as in the intermittents ; 
or, while partly derived from without, the poison may be in part 
generated, or multiplied, in the body itself — as seen in typhus 
fever, the exanthemata, &c; or it may be entirely generated in 
the body, as in rheumatism and gout. To the congeries of symp- 
toms thus observed along with the supposed cause of their exist- 
ence, the name of the disease is applied. 

We now come to a class of diseases in which, in addition to 
our knowledge of the symptoms, we can, in certain cases, take 
actual cognizance of a foreign substance which originates them. 
It includes those commonly known as the effect of poisons — 
whether animal, vegetable, or mineral ; and those parasites which 
infest the internal organs, the entozoa. 

Division I. — Poisoning. 

The class is an inconvenient one, so far as the principles of diagnosis are 
concerned, because the symptoms may be general or they may be quite local ; 
they may be rapid in their access, or very slow in their progress ; they may 
be almost entirely independent of the peculiar nature of the poison, or they 
may be specific, just as they consist of vital actions set up by the presence of 
a foreign body or of special perversions of function or nutrition which are in- 
duced by it. Their only point in common is the history, when such can be 
obtained, of a poison actually received into the body. When this is known, 
and the symptoms follow in the succession in which experience has taught 
that they ought to do, the diagnosis is complete. 

The class is also imperfect in a scientific point of view, because one at least 
(syphilis) has a tendency to increase by a process of development after its 
admission. It thus might, perhaps, be more justly ranged along with the 
zymotic poisons, were it not that it is clearly separated from them by the ab- 
sence of febrile disturbance, and the necessity for actual contact in order to 
its introduction. The vegetable and mineral poisons have no such power : if 
life be not destroyed, and the source from whence they are derived be cut off, 
in course of time they will be eliminated. 
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§ 1. Poisons ; properly so called. — It is not the purpose of this 
work to enter on the field of medical jurisprudence ; and there- 
fore we must content ourselves with a general outline of the points 
which may serve to discriminate a case of sudden illness from 
one of ordinary poisoning. 

Much may be learned regarding the nature of the attack, inde- 
pendently of ascertaining the fact that poison has been taken, by 
a careful inquiry into the antecedent circumstances. Among them 
stands, first, the suddenness of the seizure. We are led to inquire 
if there have been any premonitory symptoms — any ailment prior 
to its occurrence ; how the patient was last engaged — whether he 
had taken food, drink, or medicine ; who was in his company, 
&c. : and, in order to be prepared to give evidence, if called upon, 
it is wise to mark every circumstance about the patient, any thin & 
remarkable in the room, among the attendants, &c. ; and to be 
careful that nothing be thrown away. The order of the pheno- 
mena is to be noted, so far as we can collect it from the statements 
of others, or from our own observation. 

His general condition next occupies our attention ; the absence 
of fever; a condition of collapse or depression; of sickness or 
vomiting ; of pain ; of excitement or delirium ; of tetanic spasm 
or convulsion ; of unconsciousness, insensibility, or coma. These 
must be contrasted with similar conditions arising out of various 
diseases, in order to ascertain whether any sudden internal lesion 
could have caused the group of symptoms presented. It is scarcely 
necessary to remark, that those diseases (e. g. cholera) which in 
the suddenness and intensity of their attack resemble cases of 
ordinary poisoning, may often be discriminated by their epidemic 
character. A few special indications of the more important classes 
of poisons may be here pointed out, in order to guide the student 
in his investigation of cases of this nature. 

a. Irritant poisons produce irritation of the mouth, throat, and 
stomach. This may amount to actual corrosion, or consist merely 
in a burning sensation on the tongue and constriction in the 
throat ; perhaps it may affect the larynx, causing hoarseness ; or 
there may be acute pain in the stomach, which is afterwards asso- 
ciated with tenderness to the touch. The latter is usually dis- 
tinguished from peritonitis following on rupture of the stomach 
by its much more local character and its lower degree of inten- 
sity ; except, perhaps, when a corrosive poison has been taken, 
and then the indications in the mouth and throat are conclusive. 
Eupture of the stomach most commonly follows upon a long train 
of dyspeptic symptoms indicating ulceration, or a violent blow 
after repletion. Vomiting and diarrhoea are usually the concomi- 
tants o± irritant poisoning, and rarely of rupture, except when a 
fit of vomiting is its cause. In both cases, extreme collapse is 
very often present, and then the pain is a less prominent symptom; 
but in those which are caused by poisons, we shall probably find 
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other phenomena belonging to the nervous system; such as giddi- 
ness, dazzling of the eyes, tinnitus aurium, spasms, cramps, con- 
vulsions, &c, because their effects are not due simply to corrosion, 
but are produced by their specific action on the cerebro-spinal 
system, as well as that which they exert upon the nerves and 
mucous membrane of the stomach. 

b. Narcotics and Sedatives. — These poisons affect primarily the 
nervous system, and through that, the circulation; producing 
stupor, stertorous breathing, depression of the heart, lividity of 
the face, and in some instances convulsions and delirium. The 
narcotico-acrids possess also irritating qualities, and such are 
attended with the burning sensations in the throat and fauces 
peculiar to the irritant poisons; if these sensations be followed 
by the supervention of nervous symptoms, the diagnosis is com- 
paratively easy. In poisoning by the simple narcotics there may 
be more difficulty in arriving at a diagnosis. Opium produces 
stupor, somnolence with contracted pupils, and coma. This order 
of sequence is the best aid to diagnosis, especially in the absence 
of convulsions: the same order is also observed in cases of albu- 
minuria : but the symptoms come on more slowly, occupying days 
in place of hours, except when the coma is hastened by convul- 
sions, which are very common among the head symptoms in 
Eright's disease, and are exceedingly rare in narcotic poisoning. 
This order is exactly reversed in another class of cases, which 
commence with convulsion and terminate with prolonged stupor ; 
we shall have occasion to refer to those in speaking of serous and 
transient apoplexy. If the history be unknown, as in a patient 
brought from the street, there are points of time in which the 
symptoms of the two states closely correspond; the probable 
duration must here be taken into account, and the rapid or gra- 
dual development of the symptoms. "When, from circumstances, 
it appears probable that the seizure has been sudden, a condition 
of drowsiness, partial stupor, and unwillingness to move, must not 
be taken as conclusive of poisoning by opium. We must refer 
to the state of the pupils, which in the functional disorder are 
seldom contracted, as they are in the cases of narcotic poisoning; 
the condition of the mental faculties also affords aid in diagnosis, 
as they are nearly natural when the patient is roused from the 
state of narcotism: while there is great confusion, perhaps com- 
plete unconsciousness, of surrounding objects and circumstances, 
in one who is suffering from epileptic sopor. 

At a further stage the complete coma may closely resemble 
sanguineous apoplexy. Here we have regard to the suddenness 
of the seizure, the existence of any degree of consciousness, and 
the absence or presence of paralysis. If the patient can be roused 
at all, and there be no paralysis, the probability is in favor of 
poisoning by opium ; if the seizure appear to have been sudden, 
in favor of apoplexy. Equal contraction of both pupils points 
7 
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to poisoning, unequal contraction or dilatation to apoplexy. 
Intoxication, when of such a degree as to be classed among 
cases of narcotic poisoning, may generally be distinguished by 
the odor of the breath. 

Hydrocyanic acid is extremely sudden in its action; there is 
less of coma and more of convulsion accompanying the condition 
of unconsciousness. It very often reveals itself by its powerful 
odor. 

The poison of strychnia is easily recognized by its violent 
tetanic spasms when occurring in a person who has not been 
previously ailing, and who exhibits no wound or injury to which 
tetanus could be attributed. Belladonna, hyoscyamus, and others 
of the same class, are generally accompanied by _ symptoms of 
delirium; and in some instances a cutaneous eruption, somewhat 
resembling urticaria, has been observed. The extreme dilatation 
of the pupil by the solanacese contrasts strikingly with its con- 
traction by opium. 

c. The gaseous poisons, while they oppress the brain, producing 
chiefly a comatose state, also prevent the proper oxygenation of 
the blood, and are therefore specially marked by lividity of face. 
The place where the person is found, and the sense of suffocation 
experienced by those who attempt to rescue him, seldom leave 
any room for doubt. 

d. Slow Poisoning. — Attention has recently been revived to this 
mode of the employment of poisons, because of the suspicion that 
it has been carried to a fatal issue, in more than one instance, with 
impunity. It was supposed to have been very generally practised 
by the poisoners of former ages; but the light of science has 
shown how very few of the poisons can be so used, and how very 
readily they may be detected, if suspicion be only awakened. 
Antimony and arsenic are those which have been recently em- 
ployed; the former may be very readily disguised; the latter 
requires more ingenuity for its concealment. One of the most 
striking features of the cases recorded was the entire cessation of 
the symptoms in the absence of a particular member of the family ; 
and such a coincidence ought, of course, to arrest our attention. 
In the employment of antimony many symptoms must be wanting 
which ought to be found in any condition of stomach that could 
otherwise account for the constant vomiting and extreme depres- 
sion. By arsenic, again, ulceration of the bowels is actually pro- 
duced, and, therefore, the absence of general indications is not so 
distinctive; but the medical attendant may be aroused by the 
presence of some particular symptoms, such, for instance, as 
tingling sensations in the hands, which are recorded as among its 
more constant concomitants. 

Vegetable poisons have not been, and perhaps cannot be, thus 
employed. When introduced in small quantity, they appear either 
to be decomposed or to pass out of the body without exerting their 
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poisonous influence, while the system gets accustomed to their 
presence, and tolerates them in larger doses. One remarkable 
exception to this is found in digitalis, which, by its continued 
administration, acquires a cumulative power, suddenly acting as 
a poison when given for a time as a medicine. Its effects then 
resemble an ordinary case of poisoning by digitalis, and present 
nothing remarkable iE consequence of the slowness of its intro- 
duction. 

The subject of slow poisoning, as it has received little atten- 
tion, requires at present further study. It affords an illustration 
of what has been so often urged, that in every case Our judgment 
must not be based on the evidence of one single fact. The pre- 
sence of the poison in the body, without its usual symptoms, 
except when found in a poisonous quantity in the stomach itself, 
is as unsatisfactory, in a case of sudden death, as the detail of ill- 
defined symptoms without the discovery of the poison in a case 
of slow poisoning : whereas, a definite group of symptoms may 
be enough to outweigh the negative evidence that chemistry has 
failed to find the foreign substance in the stomach or the tissues. 

§ 2. Animal Virus. 

a. Syphilis and Gonorrhoea. — Both of these, as local disorders, are con- 
sidered to belong wholly to the province of surgery, and therefore no attempt 
will be made to give any details on the subject, or even to indicate the prin- 
ciples of their diagnosis. They can only be incidentally mentioned when their 
existence tends to obscure other phenomena, or their features present any 
similarity to disease of a wholly different origin. 

They are separated from each other by a very broad line of demarcation, 
the one being merely a local malady, while the other tends to become consti- 
tutional ; the one can, and the other cannot, infect the system at large. It is 
this power of the syphilitic poison to pass into the blood, and to manifest 
itself in various tissues and organs, which sometimes brings it within the cog- 
nizance of the physician ; and it will be more convenient to consider any 
special characters which it presents, when treating of the various organs in 
which its symptoms usually show themselves, remembering only the unity 
which comprises all these separate manifestations, the syphilitic impregnation. 
It is often difficult, and yet not unimportant in practice, to be able to deter- 
mine that, where primary syphilis has existed at some previous period, the 
system has not become impregnated ; and also, that this poisoning of the body 
7iai taken place where the existence of the primary malady is denied. 

The decision rests chiefly upon the mutual dependence and connection of 
the whole group of the symptoms ; the peculiar ulceration of the fauces and 
perhaps the larynx ; the specific characters of the cutaneous eruptions ; 
the very frequent falling of the hair, and the presence of periosteal thicken- 
ings ; in severe cases, caries of the bones of the nose is also present. The 
more complete the picture is as a whole, the more confidence we feel in the 
diagnosis: the specific characters of each may, singly, deceive us. The 
patient's habits and mode of life are very likely to throw light on the ques- 
tion, when a suspicion of syphilis is denied ; and we may form some estimate 
of the probability from the course of the primary sore, where its previous 
existence is admitted ; as a general rule, we are informed by writers on this 
subject, that a sloughing or phagedenic sore, or one followed by a suppurating 
bubo, is less likely to be followed by secondary symptoms than an indurated 
chancre. 

The only question we shall have to consider with reference to gonorrhoea, 
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is how we may discriminate it from leucorrhcea and vaginitis ; the discussion 
of which must be reserved to the chapter devoted to the diseases of the female 
organs of generation. 

b. Hydrophobia.— The nature of this disease is so little known, and the 
opportunities which each observer has of studying it are so few, that its diag- 
nosis is, in fact, nothing else than a knowledge of its whole history. We have 
here no test to apply to the disordered functions, by which we can measure 
the information they convey, and there is no other condition which really 
simulates it, or ought to be mistaken for it. Cases are indeed recorded, in 
which persons entertaining a delusion that they had been bitten by a mad 
dog, have seemed to labor under a similar disease; if the symptoms were 
really analogous, it is impossible to say wherein this differed from hydropho- 
bia, except that the bite of a rabid animal was wanting, and that the disease 
terminated in recovery when the delusion had been successfully removed. 
We know only the category of symptoms, and we know absolutely nothing 
more. 

Sometimes the bite is difficult to cure, is inflamed and irritable ; most com- 
monly it seems to heal kindly, and only inflames at a later period ; but it does 
not appear that either condition is necessary to the issue. Then, again, in 
ordinary cases, the dangerous symptoms appear about six weeks after the 
bite ; but the period that may elapse is, so far as we know, unlimited. When 
they have once begun, they go on most rapidly to a fatal termination. First, 
there is a general feeling of malaise, a convulsive constriction of the throat 
in attempting to swallow liquids, and slight acceleration of the pulse ; then 
comes an instinctive shudder at the sight or sound of any fluid, followed by a 
remarkable erethism of the nervous system, which produces spasmodic con- 
tractions of the muscles, especially about the throat and larynx, and convul- 
sive paroxysms at the least jarring noise or sudden movement. In this con- 
dition the patient is especially excited by currents of air on any part of the 
body ; and the spasms may be thus renewed even after death. At last, the 
unhappy victim of this frightful malady becomes violently delirious, and 
rapidly exhausted ; and he either expires in the recurrence of convulsions, or 
more frequently becomes tranquil before death, and sinks pulseless and ex- 
hausted. A peculiarity which attends most cases of hydrophobia, the con- 
stant hawking and spitting up of adhesive mucus and saliva, was, at one 
time, fancifully interpreted into an imitation of the bark of a dog; it simply 
depends upon the inability to swallow and .the irritation in the throat, the 
act being performed in a peculiar manner in consequence of delirium : as in 
insanity, the patient bespatters indifferently the bedclothes and the floor, or 
even the attendants, with his expectoration. The inclination to bite seems 
purely mythical. 

There are only two points which call for especial notice with reference to 
diagnosis; first, the instinctive dread of liquid is to be distinguished from a 
delusion; it is really occasioned by a spasmodic difficulty in swallowing, and 
only presents any character of mental hallucination when delirium has Su- 
pervened. Secondly, the convulsive movements must not lead us away from 
hydrophobia to epilepsy and tetanus ; they really have no close analogy to it, 
as the case presents neither the unconsciousness of the one, nor the perma- 
nent spasm of the other. Strychnia poisoning resembles hydrophobia in the 
excitability or erethism of the nerves connected with the voluntary muscles, 
but in nothing else ; it cannot really simulate the disease. 

c. Glanders, or Acute Farcy.— A disease well known to veterinary sur- 
geons in its chronic as well as in its acute form, would seem, in rare cases to 
be transferred to man ; in the human subject it is almost always acute, and 
rapidly fatal. In its general features it resembles so much the effects follow- 
ing upon the condition of pyaemia, that it might admit of question whether 
the symptoms are not really rather due to this circumstance than to any 
specific character of the poison itself, were it not that in one or two essential 
points it seems to differ. 
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The history of the case records the very speedy supervention of the dis- 
ease withoutany previous ailment, and sometimes without any adequate cause 
being assigned ; and the social condition of the patient, indicating his being 
employed among horses, may serve to suggest a solution of a set of anoma- 
lous symptoms; •which, as they are so rarely seen, can seldom be recognized 
by practitioners from experience. Most of our students must have finished 
their hospital attendance without having seen a case of glanders. 

The symptoms are those of fever of a low type, accompanied by inflamma- 
tion of the glands, which rapidly suppurate, forming red and painful swellings 
over various parts of the body ; these terminate in pustules of some size, sur- 
rounded by a red line, which is again bounded by a white wheal ; they stand 
in connection with inflamed lymphatics, which may sometimes be traced along 
their course. The disease almost invariably ends with ulceration of the mu- 
cous membrane, and fetid discharge from the nose, and occasionally this is 
one of the earliest symptoms. Sometimes its course is not so defined, and it 
may be first recognized by the formation of one or more abscesses of some 
size ; this is probably explicable on the ground that, though the lymphatic 
system is that primarily affected, the symptoms in such cases are rather due 
to an altered condition of the blood, acting through the capillaries. The in- 
flamed glands correspond to what farriers are in the habit of calling " farcy 
buds ;" the abscesses are more properly what in medical language have been 
denominated " secondary depots ;" they form in similar situations, and, as'has 
been already noticed in speaking of acute rheumatism, the joints are especially 
liable to become the seat of local swelling and inflammation. 

§ 3. Colica Pictonum. — While having acquired for itself a par- 
ticular name by its distinctive characters, and presenting a very 
well defined group of symptoms, the disease of which we have 
now to speak is in truth nothing else than a form of slowpoison- 
ing. The history of its discovery affords a very happy illustra- 
tion of the value and uses of correct diagnosis, and of the man- 
ner in which it may be made subservient to the real progress of 
medical science. 

Painter's colic, as is now well known, is due to the absorption 
of lead. The disease is gradually developed, gaining intensity 
with every fresh addition to the poison already accumulated in 
the system ; its symptoms are in great measure local, and any 
peculiarities they may individually present must be again referred 
to ; at present we have only to consider them as parts of the 
whole. 

The preliminary inquiry into the age and social position of the 
patient, or some particular in his history, may afford information 
that he has been exposed to the influence of the poison ; in other 
respects we learn nothing except the occurrence of occasional 
constipation with colicky pains. The first severe attack is usually 
of colic ; there is nothing, however, specific in its character ; the 
tongue is generally somewhat furred, and the bowels obstinately 
confined ; there is no acceleration of pulse ; and the skin is in- 
clined to be cold from the prostration caused by a tearing, grind- 
ing pain, as opposed to a stitch, a sharp or darting pain ; the 
abdomen may be full and tympanitic, but it is not tense or tender, 
and is often retracted ; pressure rather relieves, while motion does 
not aggravate it, and, therefore, in place of lying motionless with 
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his knees drawn up, the patient rolls and tosses about in bed. 
The history, if it fail to point out the source of impregnation, 
yet assists the diagnosis by excluding other affections of a non- 
inflammatory character, of which pain in the abdomen is a promi- 
nent symptom. It indicates that the disorder has come on gradu- 
ally, and thus excludes the possibility of some undigested or 
unwholesome food recently taken acting as the cause of colic ; it 
not only refers to previous attacks of less severity, but also to 
the gradual increase of pain during the present illness; these cir- 
cumstances, taken along with the diffused character of the pain, 
render it less liable to be confounded with that attending the 
passage of gall-stones; while the knowledge of previous con- 
stipation or sluggishness of bowels excludes the possibility of 
diarrhoea. In patients thus affected, a blue line is generally 
found along the edges of the gums, which, when well marked, 
is very conclusive. Something similar is often seen, when 
there is no evidence of lead poisoning, among the lower orders, 
wbose teeth are incrusted with tartar; and a red line is be- 
lieved by some to exist very constantly in cases of phthisis. 
These cannot lead to mistakes if the lead line has been carefully 
observed in marked cases ; and the presence of other symptoms 
can alone justify us in calling the case one of Colica Pictonum. 

In a more advanced form of the disease paralysis is observed, 
especially affecting the extensor muscles of the fingers and wrists ; 
sometimes limited to those of one or two fingers, especially the 
second, third, and fourth, but more generally implicating all the 
extensors. This affection, commonly known as "drop-wrist," may 
be met with occasionally without the prior appearance of colic ; 
this is rare, however, and is chiefly seen in cases in which the 
lead has been introduced exceedingly slowly. In its last stages, 
the general health also suffers, and there is sometimes considerable 
emaciation ; the poison tells upon the brain, producing epileptic 
seizures, &c, and a well-marked condition of general cachexia is 
established. 

Division II. — Entozoa. 

A class of disorders is next to be noticed, which, like the pre- 
ceding, owe their existence to the presence of a cause which is 
wholly adventitious, and is recognizable to the senses, but differs 
from them in this respect— that, in place of depending on the pre- 
sence of foreign animal or vegetable matter, or of some mineral 
poison, their symptoms are due to the presence of a parasitic 
.animal, living not upon the surface of, but within the human 
body, having a distinct and separate existence, and endowed with 
certain powers of reproduction. 

The chief point to be noticed in regard to diagnosis is that the 
symptoms alone cannot be taken as conclusive evidence of their 
presence; and, however distinct the indications may appear, wc 
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are not justified in asserting that they have this cause until speci- 
mens of the parasite have been seen. 

Two divisions only of this class are included in the table of 
diseases, because the others are comparatively rare and unimport- 
ant ; and, it may be remarked, that these present special sources 
of interest, with reference to diagnosis, because of their relations 
to other forms of disease ; they are the intestinal entozoa and the 
echinococcus hominis ; the latter closely connected with the oc- 
currence of hydatids, the former associated with disorders of the 
digestive organs. 

§ 1. Echinococcus. — "Within a very recent period, careful ob- 
servation has proved that this creature is only a transformation 
or stage of development of the taenia, and this in some measure 
accounts for its comparative frequency. The discovery is preg- 
nant with interest to us as physiologists ; but, as physicians, we 
are more concerned with the very different habitat of the animal 
in its two extremely dissimilar conditions of existence. In the 
form we are now considering it is found in hydatid cysts, and 
would seem to be in some way concerned in their production. 
We have not yet learned to recognize the distinction between the 
acephalocyst, in which this parasite is present, and those in which 
it has not been found after death ; and, therefore, the question of 
diagnosis is limited to the recognition of the existence of the cyst, 
except in rare cases, in which its contents are evacuated and the 
echinococcus seen during life. Any points of interest will, there- 
fore, be recorded when we come to the consideration of cysts as 
one of the forms of morbid growth. 

§ 2. Intestinal Worms present themselves in three principal 
forms ; as broad or tapeworms, round worms, and threadworms. 

a. Tapeworms, so named from their appearance, are discharge'! 
as a number of flat fragments of various lengths, crossed by trans- 
verse joints, where separation is liable to take place, and each 
portion of the animal which is discharged has, consequently, a 
square termination. They are of two species : 1. Taenia solium, 
marked by notches on either side, irregularly alternating along 
the edges of the flat body, one of which occurs between every 
two joints, and is situated rather nearer to the lower than to the 
upper one. 2. Taenia lata, or Botliriocephalus latus, marked by 
a line of depressions, one for each segment, running down the 
centre of one of the flat sides of the parasite. 

Their presence is apt to be overlooked because they give rise 
only to such symptoms as may readily be regarded as those of 
dyspepsia ; pain of a gnawing character at the epigastrium, un- 
easiness after food, cough and headache, usually accompanied by 
a craving appetite ; the patient is out of health, and generally 
somewhat emaciated. This craving is to be distinguished from 
the large consumption of food which sometimes accompanies 
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emaciation in the course of a wasting disease, when the digestive 
apparatus has not been deranged ; and also from the ravenous 
appetite of diabetes. In the former there is no disorder of the 
intestinal canal, in the latter there is thirst as well as hunger; 
when the symptom depends on the presence of tapeworm, there 
is always derangement of the digestive organs, and the sensation 
is one of craving rather than of hunger. 

The diagnosis is only complete when portions of the worm 
come away with the feces. Their shape, as each small segment 
is more or less elongated in proportion to its breadth, enables us 
to form an idea of the length of the entire worm ; when they are 
long and broad, we may conclude that it is of considerable 
length ; when short and broad, the remaining portion is probably 
not great ; when narrow as well as short, the fragments come 
away from near its head or fixed extremity. It is a curious cir- 
cumstance, in regard to the two species of tsenia, that they rela- 
tively abound more in certain localities ; the bothriocephalus is 
usually imported into this country,. and is soon expelled from the 
body, while the solium among us lives and thrives. 

b. Eound worms {lumbrici), seldom solitary, are chiefly lodged 
in the small intestines, where their presence does not seem to give 
rise to any very marked symptoms ; occasionally, however, they 
are productive of mischief by wandering into the appendix casci, 
the gall-duct, or the stomach ; and, when lodged high up in the 
canal in childhood, are apt to give rise to convulsive affections — 
both chorea and epilepsy. 

c. Threadworms (ascarides) are found sometimes in enormous 
numbers, and reside chiefly in the rectum. They are very com- 
mon in children, and produce irritation of the mucous membrane, 
as shown in picking the nose, scratching the anus, &c. : sometimes 
they crawl into the vagina and cause much annoyance. It does 
not appear that they give rise to any derangement of health, but 
they are commonly associated with depraved states of the alimen- 
tary canal and unhealthy secretions. 

Another intestinal worm might be mentioned, the TricJwcephalus dfspar, 
hut that it does not seem to be associated with any morbid phenomena, and 
when passed would be readily taken for an ascaris. For similar reasons we 
have not alluded to the various forms of filaria, one of which, the " guinea- 
worm," is seldom seen in this country ; nor to the Trichina spiralis, some- 
times found in the voluntary muscles ; nor to the distoma, which, as the " liver- 
fluke," is so common in sheep ; or the cysticercus, which in the pig produces 
what is called '• measly pork." The two last are more rarely met with in the 
human species. The Strongylus gigas, found, I believe, only in the kidney, 
may be the cause of various symptoms referable to the disintegration and 
absorption of the organ, but cannot be in any way diagnosed during life. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

DISEASES OF UNCERTAIN OR VARIABLE SEAT. 

DlV. I. — Dropsies. — § 1. Anasarca, the Type of General Dropsy — 
Acute — Chronic — Local (Edema — § 2. Ascites — Association with 
Anasarca — Detection — Causes. 

DlV. II. — Hemorrhages. — § 1. Epistaxis — § 2. Hsemoptysis — Causes , 
and Associations — § 3. Hsematemesis — Characters and Causes — 
§ 4. Heemoituria — § 5. Intestinal Hemorrhage — § 6. Uterine He- 
morrhage. 

The somewhat indefinite heading of this chapter has been adopted from the 
classification of the Registrar-General, for the purpose of grouping together 
some diseases which, while they cannot be included among such as owe their 
origin to a morbific or adventitious impregnation, at the same time cannot be 
readily classified under the diseases of particular organs, because of the varia- 
ble nature of their cause and their seat. In the order which we have pre- 
scribed to ourselves they must be considered here, because their symptoms 
are among the objective phenomena of disease, and each division presents one 
prominent feature common to the whole group. 

In a strictly scientific point of view, it may be alleged that they ought to 
be studied simply as symptoms ; but for the purpose of diagnosis they must 
be considered in their relation to each other, as we shall thus be enabled to 
compare their extent and situation, and to ascertain with more exactness the 
deductions which they warrant with reference to internal organs. The classi- 
fication which separates them from the deeper-seated disease is justified by 
the circumstance that they may be the only definite symptom of its presence ; 
they are the subject of complaint and the object of treatment, and it is only 
by inference that we are led to suspect the existence of anything more. 

They also differ from mere symptoms in presenting decided and broadly 
marked characters, which are uniform and consistent, whatever be their situa- 
tion or supposed cause. They do not necessarily accompany the more im- 
portant lesions with which they are usually associated, but seem only to super- 
vene under certain circumstances, of which the most important probably is an 
altered condition of the blood itself. Further, although they are most fre- 
quently dependent on some form of organic lesion, yet occasionally the very 
same appearances may be observed when the disorder is solely in the circulat- 
ing fluid itself, and thus they become allied with what we have called the 
chronic blood-ailments. 

Our incmiry will here be limited to their distinguishing features, pointing out 
wherein they resemble or differ from each other in situation and appearance, 
and indicating only in a general manner their probable causes. The more 
minute examination of the disease with which they are allied must be deferred 
till we come to the consideration of those organs in which they are situated. 

Division I. — Dropsies. 

Increase of size has been mentioned as one of the objective 
phenomena of disease, with especial reference to its frequent de- 
pendence on the presence of dropsy. This condition may be 
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defined as consisting in the effusion of fluid, either throughout 
the general areolar tissue, or within some cavity. But it is not 
possible to regard every local effusion as a disease of uncertain 
or variable seat, or as one arising out of a general condition of 
system; and it is therefore important to note its simultaneous 
occurrence in more than one locality, as giving more certain evi- 
dence of the operation of general causes. Anasarca will, for this 
reason, be taken as the type of general dropsy. 

The local accumulations of fluid which occur in association 
with the general disease, are as numerous as the serous sacs 
which are found in all the great cavities, and it is not our busi- 
ness here to enumerate them ; they are to be viewed as merely 
subordinate to anasarca. Local effusions, on the other hand, 
limited to one serous membrane, must be excluded from our 
consideration at present, as they are only of value in so far as 
they prove the previous existence of inflammation. An exception 
must, however, be made with regard to ascites, which is less fre- 
quently a consequence of inflammation, and acknowledges at least 
more than one cause for its production. 

Serous cysts are a very common cause of local dropsy : they 
will be considered under the head of morbid growths ; that con- 
nected with the ovaries alone being referred to here, as it is im- 
portant to point out the characters by which it is known from 
ascites. 

§ 1. Anasarca. — Marked by painless swelling, which is free 
from the redness of inflammation, except in so far as tension pro- 
duces tenderness of the skin ; it receives and retains the mark of 
the finger when pressure is made. General dropsy is very fre- 
quently associated with disease of the heart or of the kidney ; so 
much so, indeed, that these organs must be carefully examined 
in all cases of anasarca. 

When such an association is made out, the disease is very often called car- 
diac or renal dropsy ; but these terms are objectionable, because both organs 
are often found simultaneously affected, and the relations which they express 
convey an idea of causation which is not true. There are various points of 
detail in which the dropsy principally associated with cardiac disease differs 
from that of renal disease ; these will be learned by experience, and give a 
certain readiness in diagnosis, but are not altogether trustworthy, ami are 
only of use when taken in connection with a more extended examination. 
Among these, the complexion of the patient is the consideration of most mo- 
ment, because of its bearing on treatment ; whether it be dusky and bloated, 
or pale, waxy, and ex-sanguine. All the intermediate conditions will be found 
in cases of dropsy with disease of these organs ; but, while the one extreme 
indicates obstruction to the venous circulation, the other marks deterioration 
of the blood, and thus they point to the heart and the kidney respectively as 
the chief seat of disease. 

The next consideration has reference to the extent of the effu- 
sion, whether the anasarca be universal or local. The effused 
serum necessarily tends to gravitate towards the most depending 
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parts ; and this is aided in the erect posture, by the weight of the 
column of blood pressing with greater force on the capillaries of 
the lower extremities: limitation to the feet and ankles must, 
therefore, be excluded from the idea of localization, except when 
one leg only is cedematous. 

The history, again, divides the cases into those in which it has 
come on suddenly, and those in which it has been more gradually 
developed, disappearing and reappearing during a long period, 
or steadily increasing from the time it was first observed. 

a. The sudden form, or acute dropsy, generally arises from ex- 
posure to cold, and is very common, either with or without 
exposure, as a sequel of scarlatina;, the urine is very often albu- 
minous, but not always so. When albuminuria is present, disease 
of the kidney sometimes seems to commence in such an attack, 
from which the patient never thoroughly recovers; more com- 
monly, the appearance of albumen in the urine is quite transient, 
merely indicating congestion; on the other hand, acute dropsy 
with albuminuria may be the first evident symptom of disease 
of the kidney. When unassociated with albuminuria, it proba- 
bly depends on a slight degree of capillary phlebitis, causing 
retardation of the cutaneous circulation; it is then accompanied 
by a febrile state, and may be the direct consequence of checked 
perspiration, or of the exposure which produced this effect. The 
same condition of the cutaneous capillaries probably accompa- 
nies the kidney congestion in all cases where fever is present. If 
the exciting cause be more local, and its action more intense, dif- 
fuse cellular inflammation is set up in place of anasarca; the two 
diseases are thus pathologically allied though presenting appear- 
ances totally distinct. 

h. Chronic Dropsy is that which more usually attends upon 
cardiac or renal disease. We also find either oedema of the feet 
and ankles, or still more general anasarca, depending simply upon 
deterioration of the blood, with excess of serum. 

Of this the most common causes are: 1. Exhausting diseases 
— phthisis, cancer, chronic bronchitis (when not acting, as it com- 
monly does, through the medium of the heart, the first part of 
the circulatory apparatus affected by obstruction in the lungs), 
disease of the liver, especially when associated with ascites. 2. 
Want of food or improper nutrition. 3. General poverty of 
blood, as in anaemia and chlorosis. The diagnosis of these dis- 
orders will be considered in their proper places in the sequel; 
but we may learn, from their number and variety, how false is 
that theory which is expressed in the terms cardiac and renal 
dropsy. Disease of either organ may aid in its production, but 
probably in every case blood changes must have occurred before 
the serum exudes through the coats of the capillaries. 

c. When local, the term oedema is more commonly applied than 
anasarca. The cause must be referred to some obstruction to the 
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returning current of the blood, pressure on the veins from with- 
out, or occlusion from within; an unnatural condition of the 
parts through which the venous trunk passes, or inflammation of 
its internal coat. The extent of surface oedematous, and a refe- 
rence to the distribution of its bloodvessels, will greatly aid m 
determining in what portion of its current the blood is obstructed. 
Acute phlebitis is almost always associated with oedema, but the 
occlusion may also be one of long standing. When obstruction 
is produced by pressure, and its cause is situated externally to 
the great cavities of the chest and abdomen, the diagnosis must 
be extremely simple ; but when the pressure is occasioned by 
some tumor lying within, it is oftentimes made out only with ex- 
treme difficulty, and by very careful examination. 

Local oedema also accompanies inflammations of limited extent, 
whether in the skin, such as erythema and erysipelas, or the dif- 
fuse inflammation of the cellular tissue, or even suppurations of 
the bones, joints, and ligaments ; and cases will occur in which it 
is difficult to determine whether the inflammation of the skin and 
cellular tissue were caused by some irritation of a limb already 
tense from oedema, or the effusion of serum were tne consequence 
of the local inflammation. 

§ 2. Ascites. — Depending, as has been stated, upon more than 
one cause as its source, and demanding treatment often distinct 
from that of the disease from which it springs, ascites claims our 
notice when it is either unassociated with anasarca, or itself forms 
much the most prominent feature of a case in which there is more 
or less general dropsy. In rare instances, too, it appears to have 
sprung from some transient morbid state, and to persist merely 
because the accumulation of fluid, by its pressure, prevents the 
due action of the absorbent and eliminating process by which it 
might be removed. 

When associated with anasarca, it is very important to deter- 
mine whether it is to be classed as one of the many local effusions 
which acknowledge the same general causes; or as having an 
independent origin and cause, which simply co-exist with the 
others; or lastly, whether the anasarca may not itself be only the 
consequence of the ascites. The history, if absolutely correct, 
would always decide the first and last of these questions, espe- 
cially if taken in connection with the inquiry, which ought never 
to be omitted, into the several conditions of system usually asso- 
ciated with general dropsy. When these have been for some time 
in operation, and oedema has been observed distinctly prior to 
effusion into the abdominal cavity, the presumption is strong that 
ascites is merely casual and coincident, an evidence of a general 
tendency. _ When, on the other hand, fluid has been first detected 
in the peritoneum, and the more commonly acknowledged causes 
of anasarca are absent, it is highly probable that an oedematous 
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state of the lower limbs is caused only by obstruction to the 
returning column of blood through, the distended cavity, in an 
impoverished state of s} T stem. Unfortunately it very often hap- 
pens that accumulations either of flatus or of feces are mistaken 
for dropsical swelling, or that the enlargement of the abdomen 
is not taken notice of until after anasarca has supervened : it is, 
therefore, very generally necessary to inquire into the causes of 
each condition separately, and not to rest satisfied with the hypo- 
thesis that they are both part of the same disease. 

To a certain extent, information may be acquired from the 
history of the case, regarding the causes and progress of ascites ; 
because we either learn that it has been preceded by pain in some 
part of the abdomen, or that, to the patient's own consciousness, 
there has been nothing but a gradually increasing fulness and 
tension. The history also enables us to. exclude local enlarge- 
ments which have been first observed in some particular region 
of the abdomen ; and affords prima facie evidence of the case 
being one of ascites depending on disease of the liver, when the 
patient has been a person of intemperate habits, or has had an at- 
tack of jaundice. 

The presence of fluid is learned from the existence of fluctua- 
tion ; by which is meant the impression received by the hand, 
of a wave-like movement through the fluid, across the abdomen, 
when a blow is struck at a distant point. The accurate determi- 
nation of this fluid-motion requires much care and frequent prac- 
tice : the extreme mobility of the contents of the abdomen, or an 
accumulation of fat which, at the temperature of the body, is in 
a semi-fluid state, are each liable, in certain circumstances, to give 
rise to a sense of resilience, extremely like the feeling of fluctua- 
tion. On the other hand, the intervention of a portion of bowel 
distended with gas may annul the wave of fluctuation when fluid 
is really present. The first step in the examination of a distended 
abdomen ought to be to place the patient flat on the back, and 
observe the general contour of the abdomen, and then to proceed 
to determine by percussion the position of bowel resonance; next, 
to seek for evidence of fluid where that resonance ceases or is 
greatly diminished, observing how far the fluctuation extends in 
various directions from the part struck ; and, lastly, by change 
of posture to satisfy ourselves as to the relations of the fluid to 
the other abdominal contents, whether it be freely movable or 
comparatively fixed in one locality. And, having made out to 
our own satisfaction that fluid is present within the cavity of the 
peritoneum, we may then, from a consideration of the whole his- 
tory of the case, the various symptoms which have attended the 
origin and progress of the disease, and the present condition of 
the patient, form some idea of its cause. And, if we would avoid 
false deductions and injudicious treatment, the actual state of all 
the organs of the abdomen must be analyzed with great care. 
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The history of the case affords more assistance in determining the particular 
cause of the effusion than in assuring us of its locality, except when it speaks 
positively of local enlargement. Students must guard against either con- 
founding for themselves, or leading the patient to confound, pain for enlarge- 
ment ; a mistake which, in my own experience, has led careless observers 
astray. Patients are very generally first conscious of abdominal tension by a 
feeling of fulness at the waist ; and both sexes will alike assert that their in- 
crease of size began there, when we are perfectly certain that the fluid was 
at the time collecting in the lower part of the abdomen. 

The patient's statement of local enlargement may be often verified by the 
peculiar shape which the abdomen presents in the horizontal posture : in 
ascites it is usually uniform. Percussion resonance determines the relative 
position of the intestine, in which gas is almost always present, and of the 
foreign substance, whatever it may be. It may indicate a distinct level line 
all round to which fluid rises, or it may show that one coil of intestine dips 
down below it, or that a very large portion of intestine on one side is alto- 
gether below the level of the dull part on the other; on the other hand, it 
may prove that the whole surface is resonant, or that dulness is very limited 
and local. 

The evidence of fluctuation is much more liable to be indistinct when the 
fluid is contained within some cyst, than when it is free in the peritoneum. 
Fallacy is best avoided by producing the effect in various ways ; tapping 
gently, giving a short sharp stroke, or rubbing the finger rapidly along ; fluc- 
tuation will result in each case if fluid be present. In addition to the evidence 
it gives of the actual presence of fluid, we learn from fluctuation its amount 
and distribution, by comparing the effect at different distances, and observing 
their relation to what we have already ascertained of the position of the bowel 
by percussion. In very many instances, the remarkable distinctness of fluc- 
tuation when the hands of the observer are placed near to each other, and its 
entire absence at a greater distance, afford conclusive evidence of the limita- 
tion of the space in which it is contained ; or, on the other hand, its indistinct- 
ness when the hand is placed over the surface of tympanitic bowels, and its 
precision when the hand is passed beyond them tothe lumbar region, prove 
with equal clearness that it is free in the abdomen. But the examination is 
not complete till we have observed the effect of change of posture. Imme- 
diately on any change, fluid which is unlimited by membrane gravitates to 
that which is now the lower part of- the cavity, and all the relations of per- 
cussion and fluctuation are more or less altered. This cannot occur to the 
same extent when the fluid is encysted ; but it is to be remembered that it is 
specifically heavier than intestine, and, though more slowly, it will still obey 
the laws of gravitation, as far as its mobility will permit. 

The cases in which diagnosis is most difficult are (a), when a unilocular cyst 
in a female has come to occupy the whole of the abdomen; (b), when fluid 
contained in the peritoneum is limited by adhesions. 

a. The history shows, perhaps, that the disease began on one side, and the 
patient's health is not seriously affected, except so far as inconvenience and 
derangement are caused by pressure. For further particulars on this subject, 
the reader is referred to the chapter on diseases of the ovaries. The physical 
examination has reference to two great considerations ; first, that in the ne- 
cessary displacement of the viscera, they are pushed to one side by a cyst 
which has grown up among them, either in the iliac region or in the hypogas- 
tric, while they are forced directly upwards by fluid, which has been always 
free, and has, therefore, necessarily accumulated in the most depending part 
of the peritoneum. The second consideration is, that fluid having always this 
tendency to gravitate among the intestines, will naturally, in change of pos- 
ture, flow to that part of the cavity which is made to assume the lowest level, 
except it be restrained by the cyst membrane which surrounds it; and, con- 
nected with this, that the intestines being fastened to the body by Ion"- 'loose 
folds of peritoneum, float at the surface of a fluid which immediately sur- 
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rounds them, but cannot so float if the fluid be separated from them by being 
contained in a distinct bag ; although it be true that the fluid is heavier than 
they, and, if the cyst have room to change its place, it will tend to occupy 
the lowest position. 

If these principles are steadily kept in view, the details of their application 
will readily occur to the mind. Thus we map out by percussion the relative 
positions of the fluid and the more resonant contents, and observe whether 
the line of dulness passes horizontally or in a curve, when the patient is in 
an erect or semi-erect position. We make her change her posture, and again 
observe the course of the resonance, whether it dips down below the fluid at 
any part. We place her horizontally on her back, and mark whether reso- 
nance about the umbilicus appears, and move her from side to side, in order 
to observe whether there be any indication of the intestine floating in the 
fluid. Such experiments, conducted with a right understanding of what we 
want to prove, will generally leave no doubt as to the nature of the case. 

b. It now and then happens that, when ascites exists, old adhesions of the 
intestines are found binding them down in certain positions ; nay, more, almost 
the whole of the bowels may be fixed in their places, and the fluid poured out 
into one portion only of the cavity, where it is retained even more firmly than 
when contained in a cyst. In considering such cases, information sufficient 
to put us on our guard against mistake may be derived from the early history 
of the case and the condition of the patient, with reference to the date of 
formation and the actual size of the supposed cyst. The pain of peritonitis, 
such as must have existed to cause the adhesions, and the whole character of 
the seizure can never be simulated by the pain occasionally attending the first 
appearance of ovarian dropsy. Neither does the same disturbance of the 
general health manifest itself when an ovarian cyst has become filled to the 
same extent for the first time, as must of necessity accompany ascites with 
adhesions so extensive. A mistake is most liable to be made when the patient 
asserts that swelling existed before the occurrence of pain, and other causes 
have led to derangement of health. 

Hydatid cysts are much less liable to be mistaken for ascites. They are 
discriminated by the history and mode of growth, their firm feeling and less 
distinct fluctuation, and often by their irregularity of outline ; but they are 
even more readily distinguished than ovarian dropsy by the position of the 
fluid with reference to the intestine, as ascertained by percussion, not obeying 
the laws of gravitation. 

Hydrometra is only liable to be confounded with the earlier stages of ova- 
rian dropsy. A distended bladder cannot lead to any mistake, except by 
neglect of one of the essential inquiries— the condition of the urine, and ex- 
treme carelessness in investigating the case. 

Diagnosis is necessarily incomplete, except we can ascertain 
with more or less confidence the cause upon which ascites depends. 
This is most apt to be overlooked when anasarca exists to such 
an extent, and its causes appear to be so definite, that the ascites 
is considered as only one manifestation of general dropsy. Un- 
questionably its most common cause is obstruction of the portal 
circulation in disease of the liver, causing effusion of serum from 
the capillaries of the various venous branches which unite to 
form the vena portse. When this is produced by chronic inflam- 
mation and shrinking of the liver, inflammatory thickening of the 
peritoneum often goes along with it, and probably aids the effect 
by interfering with absorption. It is also believed that chronic 
peritonitis may thus, without influencing the portal circulation, 
lead to accumulation of fluid, but acute peritonitis is never in the 
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first instance associated with effusion. In the recognition of these 
two causes we. are greatly aided by the history of the case ; the 
symptoms which more or less directly point to either condition 
will be reviewed in discussing the diseases of the liver and peri- 
toneum. Occasionally no distinct indication is afforded, but the 
kidneys refuse to act, and the intestinal secretions, though goaded 
on by drastic purgatives, are insufficient to pump off the accumu- 
lated fluid, until the abdomen is tapped, and then there is no fur- 
ther difficulty in keeping the accumulation under control. In the 
diagnosis of such cases we must not pretend to refine too much. 

In a small number of cases occlusion of a vein produces ascites, 
just as it produces local oedema. Where the obstruction occurs 
before the intestinal veins reach the liver, the fluid will be limited 
to the peritoneum ; when it affects the inferior cava, anasarca of 
the lower limbs is also present. All of these are exceptional ; 
but when the cava is obstructed, evidence of an attempt at col- 
lateral circulation over the surface of the abdomen will give a 
clue to the true explanation. 

A genuine case of tympanites, when, from distension with gas, 
the abdomen is everywhere excessively resonant, cannot be mis- 
taken for one of ascites ; but let us aVoid the opposite error of 
overlooking the presence of fluid when much tympanitic disten- 
sion exists. A very small amount of fluid, sinking low in the 
cavity of the abdomen, may readily escape observation, and yet 
it may be of much importance, as leading us to seek out the con- 
current disease in the liver or peritoneum. 

Division II. — Hemorrhages. 

The diseases included in this division are in great measure independent of 
the lesion in virtue of which the blood is poured out. They are only met with 
casually during its existence ; each of them is found in association with a con- 
siderable variety of causes ; and they form well-marked subdivisions, accord- 
ing to the organs from which the hemorrhage occurs. 

The distinctive character by which they are recognized is essentially an 
objective phenomenon ; — blood is poured out, and is to be known by its sensi- 
ble qualities. Those forms of disease are no less genuine hemorrhages in 
which blood is poured into an internal cavity ; but, fortunately, they are not 
of common occurrence, and must be regarded merely as the effect of internal 
injury, just as the bleeding of a wound is the effect of laceration. The cases 
which we have to consider as belonging to the class of hemorrhages occur 
either as the result of a general condition of system, or as the effect of local 
disease : this distinction is more evident in some members of the class than 
in others. 

§ 1. Epistaxis. — In young persons, bleeding from the nose is 
no necessary indication of disease ; slight exertion, wringing of 
the nose, or a blow in the face readily excites it in those predis- 
posed to its occurrence ; it seems, indeed, to act as a sort of out- 
let by which injury to the brain from an excessive supply of 
blood — "plethora," is obviated. It may become a habit, and 
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under such circumstances be excessive, or more than the necessi- 
ties 'of the system require. In adults, a general condition of ple- 
thora demands more attention; when it is merely local, and 
cephalic congestion is associated with epistaxis, it is frequently 
dependent on disease of the heart. ■ 

Epistaxis is sometimes the form of bleeding which indicates 
the existence of the hemorrhagic diathesis. In this condition, the 
bleeding from a slight wound is stopped with difficulty, and hemor- 
rhages from various organs are met with when there is no other 
evidence of disease. It also accompanies poverty of blood, with 
wasting of the albuminous principle and colored corpuscles, in 
anaemia, and especially in albuminuria. In such cases, a condi- 
tion of simple hypertrophy of the heart, so often associated with 
disease of the kidney, may possibly have something to do with 
its occurrence ; but this is certainly not its constant cause. As a 
consequence of local disease, it most commonly arises from poly- 
poid or fungoid growths in the nose. 

§ 2. Haemoptysis. — Literally, spitting of blood ; the term is now 
restricted to hemorrhage from the lungs. The appearance of blood 
in the sputa from any other source may be called spurious, that 
from the lungs genuine haemoptysis. 

A. Spurious; a very frequent occurrence in hysterical females ; 
or a consequence of a relaxed or aphthous state of the tonsils, or 
sponginess of the gums; it is derived in both cases from the 
mouth or fauces. In the latter, their altered condition will be 
seen on inspection; in the former, the general state of health, and 
the presence of hysterical symptoms, will serve to confirm the 
opinion we are led to form from an examination of the sputa. 
The blood, which appears as streaks or small clots, is mixed with 
brownish and sometimes fetid saliva, which has a glairy appear- 
ance, is free from froth, and is only partially intermixed with 
bronchial mucus; the secretion from the lungs floats upon the 
saliva, is untinged with blood, and does not differ from that which 
is occasionally expectorated by all persons in health. 

B. Genuine haemoptysis occurs in very varying quantity, from 
a slight streak in the frothy mucus secreted by irritated air-tubes, 
such as is met with in early phthisis or bronchitis, to an incredi- 
ble amount of pure unmixed blood. In the former, there is little 
difficulty in making out that its source is pulmonic, when we have 
the evidence of existing cough, accompanied by expectoration 
clearly coming from the lungs, with which blood of a florid color 
is evidently intermixed; but when the quantity is larger, it is 
sometimes not easy to say whether the blood come from the tra- 
chea or from the oesophagus — whether the case be one of haemop- 
tysis or haematemesis. We are guided in great measure by the 
history of the precursory symptoms, and especially by the exist- 
ence of cough ; this one fact, indeed, is often conclusive. Pain, 
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if it exist, is referred to the middle of the sternum, or said to ex- 
tend right across the thorax in haemoptysis ; it is referred to the 
epigastrium in haematemesis. In haemoptysis there is first a sen- 
sation of tickling in the throat, and then the blood comes up with 
a hawking, or a true cough; in haematemesis, the first sensation 
is of sickness, and an effort of retching is accompanied by a free 
discharge of blood, or of blood and glairy mucus ; subsequently, 
if a considerable quantity continue to be brought up, it seems to 
be accomplished by retching in both cases, and then the diagnosis 
may be more obscure. 

If the patient be seen during its continuance, there is little 
chance of mistaking the two. If he have not been seen till 
afterwards, the persistence of cough, with a few blood-stained 
sputa or clots of blood surrounded by frothy mucus, decides in 
favor of haemoptysis; the appearance of black altered blood in 
the stools proves it to have been haematemesis, especially if hemor- 
rhage by the mouth have entirely and at once ceased; it can only 
get into the stools by being swallowed, when it comes from the 
lungs. Both conditions may be simulated by blood from the 
back of the nares trickling down into the oesophagus or the 
trachea; but here epistaxis indicates its source. 

Hemorrhage from the lungs is associated with four different 
conditions of disease ; (a) phthisis, and more rarely bronchitis ; 
(b) disease of the heart, especially with mitral regurgitation ; (e) 
aneurism ; (d) intra-thoracic fungoid growths. 

a. In phthisis the quantity is very variable. It may be little more than a 
few streaks mixed with the purely bronchial expectoration of early phthisis, 
or with the muco-purulent fluid of its more advanced stages. This slight 
streaking, always an important symptom, is of more weight when appearing 
in a chronic affection of the lungs than when the expectoration consists of 
simple mucus. It may be impossible to assert positively in any given case 
that the lungs are entirely free from tubercles ; yet when no trace of their 
existence is detected, the strain of a labored cough with scanty expectoration, 
especially if emphysema be present, and the mucous membrane congested, 
occasionally seems to give rise to a very slight amount of genuine haemop- 
tysis; and in such circumstances experience teaches that we may be justified 
in taking a more favorable view of the case. A cough of longer standing, 
with any opacity of the sputa, makes the appearance of blood to the very 
smallest amount a serious and alarming symptom. 

It may be in very considerable quantity, while yet the disease has made 
comparatively little progress. In these circumstances, it causes obstruction 
to the passage of air through the tubes, and its particular locality may be 
traced by the sounds heard with the stethoscope at or near the apices of" the 
lungs. In some rare instances, when it is very abundant, coming, perhaps, 
with a sudden gush, it proceeds from the erosion of a vessel in a vomica or 
abscess : the other signs of phthisis are then well marked. 

The blood is at first always florid, and except when in very great quantity, 
also frothy; it becomes scanty and brown, or blackish, as the attack is pass- 
ing off, when no more is poured out, and that which remains in the tubes is 
gradually being got rid of by expectoration. 

b. In disease of the heart the amount is seldom or never great, and it is 
more variable in appearance, partly florid and frothy, partly mixed with darker 
clots, which generally indicate the existence of what is called apoplexy of the 



HEMORRHAGES. 107 

lungs. The blood is mixed with mucus or muco-pus, according' to the pre- 
vious condition of the patient, as suffering more or less from bronchial irrita- 
tion. Dyspnoea is its invariable precursor, from the retardation of the passage 
of the blood through the lungs ; and this very frequently gives rise to oedema 
of the lung, bronchorrhoea, or bronchitis. The essential condition is one of 
obstruction to the onward current, as the blood enters or leaves the left ven- 
tricle of the heart ; aud the effect becomes most marked when this obstruc- 
tion is caused by a backward flow of blood through the mitral orifice, iu con- 
sequence of which a double supply of blood is thrown upon the pulmonic 
veins. The examination of the heart ought to leave no doubt as to this cause 
of hemorrhage, and sometimes auscultation and percussion indicate with great 
precision its exact seat. 

c. In aneurism the gush of blood is generally great, sometimes terrific, fol- 
lowed by almost instantaneous death. This is what we should expect from 
the very nature of the disease ; because, though partial hemorrhage may occur 
from erosion of lung tissue, by pressure, or from partial obstruction of vessels, 
in by far the greater number, the blood comes from actual bursting of the sac. 
The indications by which aneurism may be discovered will be afterward con- 
sidered. (See Chap. XIII., Diseases of Bloodvessels.) 

d. In fungoid growths the blood is never brought up in any quantity. It 
has sometimes very much the same appearance as that caused by disease of 
the heart, and then it would appear to be the result of pressure and obstruc- 
tion ; more frequently it is seen as small clots, or as a sanious discharge, or it 
has the appearance of currant jelly. The diagnosis of intra-thoraeic tumor 
will be afterwards discussed, as one of the forms of disease of the chest. 

In addition to these, the more ordinary associations of haemoptysis, it must 
be remembered that the sputa of pneumonia are really tinged with blood, 
which, though in the latter stages it acquire a brown or rusty color, may be 
in the first onset of a severe attack, quite florid in appearance. Conditions 
of congestion from gravitation, in fevers and blood diseases generally, may 
be accompanied by an oozing which gives the expectoration more or less of 
the same character. Bleeding from the lungs may also go along with other 
hemorrhages in cases of purpura haemorrhagica ; but such conditions, although 
they may rank haemoptysis as one of their symptoms, cannot be classed under 
that head. 

Vicarious hemorrhage, in suppression of the habitual flow from the uterus, 
or of that from the haeraorrhoidal vessels, is alleged sometimes to put on the 
characters of haemoptysis. Among females such a condition usually belongs 
to the spurious form ; the blood comes from the mouth and fauces, and not 
from the lungs at all. It is very often entirely hysterical ; an excited fancy 
finding something in the teeth, the gums, or the throat to work upon, and the 
blood being really produced by suction. Strange to say, this incident very 
often occurs, without any intention of deception, at or about the time when 
the catamenia should have appeared ; probably from a notion being very 
widely spread among mothers and nurses that the blood is liable to "come 
some'other way" in amenorrhcea. 

Well-authenticated cases of hemorrhage from the lungs for the relief of 
plethora, an event so common in the mucous membrane of the nose and the 
rectum, are very rare indeed. Perhaps scarcely one is on record which is 
unexceptionable ; at all events, the probability is very greatly against genuiue 
haemoptysis depending on such a cause. 

§ 3. Esematemesis. — It is unnecessary again to go over the points 
which serve to distinguish between hemorrhage from the stomach, 
and hemorrhage from the lungs. The history must be our guide ; 
and not whether the patient say he brought it up from his chest 
or his stomach ; a statement which, from the confused ideas gene- 
rally entertained of the relation of internal organs, is quite value- 
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less : the question is, whether he felt sick or faint before he brought 
it up, or whether he had a cough. This faintness is _ often well 
marked, in consequence of a large quantity of blood being poured 
out into the stomach before its action is inverted so as to produce 
vomiting ; but this is by no means constant. 

In quantity the blood is sometimes very considerable ; in con- 
sistence clotted, or grumous, and mixed with the contents of the 
stomach; in color it is almost always dark: occasionally the clots 
are partially decolorized, indicating that the blood has lain some 
time in the stomach. The formation of a true clot leads rather 
to the suspicion that a vessel is ruptured ; but in any form of 
hemorrhage, where the quantity of blood poured out is great, it 
is more or less clotted. The action of the acid in the stomach 
has the effect of blackening the coloring matter ; but occasionally 
the discharge of blood goes on for so long that the stomach be- 
comes entirely emptied of its natural secretion, and then the later 
efforts of vomiting bring up pure florid blood. This condition 
is that which is simulated by prolonged and profuse haemoptysis 
when retching accompanies its advanced stage. 

The blood in hsematemesis is derived from three sources : (a) 
from erosion of a vessel ; (b) by exudation from the surface of 
the mucous membrane ; (c) by oozing from a diseased portion of 
the stomach in cancerous formations. 

a. Erosion of a vessel occurs either in consequence of ulceration of the 
mucous membrane, or from the pressure of an aneurism when it bursts into 
the stomach. Both forms of hemorrhage are severe, and very often fatal. 
Ulceration of the stomach, however, is generally preceded by symptoms of 
dyspepsia and a burning sensation after eating ; it is more common in young 
females than in males or persons of advanced age. The evidence of the'exist- 
ence of aneurism is less direct. (See Chap. IX., Div. II., g 2. Tumors.) 
The pressure which causes the absorption of tissue is generally attended with 
gnawing pain, which is pretty uniform in character. 

b. Blood may exude from the surface of the mucous membrane under a 
variety of circumstances ; and this is especially associated with disease of the 
liver and spleen. In quantity often great", the exudation may go on for a 
considerable period, so that the stomach may be emptied three or four times 
in succession ; the intervals are usually long, so that the color continues 
dark throughout. The age and habits of the patient are to be considered, as 
well as the evidence derived from other sources indicating hepatic or splenic 
disease. Hemorrhage from such causes very seldom occurs in early life, and 
persons of dissipated habits are more liable to it than others. Hasmatemesis 
is sometimes vicarious of menstruation : this is by far the most common and 
the best established of the instances of hemorrhage recurring at pretty regular 
intervals in cases of amenorrhoea; hence it is always important, when hsemat- 
emesis is present in a young female, to make inquiry into the state of the 
uterine functions. 

It is not uncommon as one of the forms of hemorrhage in purpura and 
scurvy ; it occurs as black vomit in yellow fever ; it sometimes follows the 
ingestion of some irritant poison. All of these are purely symptomatic, and 
their diagnosis is based, not on the mere existence of hamiatemesis, which is 
casual, but upon the other symptoms of each form of disease. 

c. A certain admixture of blood with the contents of the stomach in per- 
sistent vomiting is an early and only too certain indication of commencing 
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scirrhus ; after ceasing for a time, it is very apt to reappear as ulceration 
proceeds. Its distinctive characters are a gracious and scarcely clotted 
appearance, much resembling " coffee grounds," and its small amount on each 
occasion, even when ulceration has proceeded to its greatest extent. This 
is to be explained by the circumstance that previous disorganization has 
generally rendered the vessels impervious before they are perforated by the 
ulcerative process. 

§ 4. Hematuria is the name given to any escape of blood with 
the urine. The presence of blood must not be assumed from its 
color : some vegetable coloring matters give to the urine a pink 
or bright red hue; in some disorders, deposits of a red color 
closely resemble it; and an admixture of bile produces an ap- 
pearance very similar to that caused by dark and altered blood. 
The details of this subject will be given afterwards (see Chap. 
XXX., § 3) ; but, as a ready test, it will be observed that, when 
blood is present, the urine is not only changed in color, but has 
lost its natural transparency, and this opacity is increased by 
heat and nitric acid. When the microscope can be employed, 
blood-globules will be seen, and give certainty to the diagnosis. 
In females it is further necessary to ascertain that the blood does 
not come from the uterus or vagina at the time of micturition. 

Its source may be in any part of the urinary apparatus, from 
the minute tubes of the kidney to the extremity of the urethra : 
in quantity and color it varies very much. When the amount 
is considerable and the color florid, it probably proceeds from 
some abrasion of surface, caused either (a) by the presence of a 
calculus, or (b) by ulceration or other injury, or it is the result of 
fungoid growth ; (c) similar discharges occur in purpura and the 
hemorrhagic diathesis : (d) when in smaller amount, and of a 
pink, brown, or smoke color, it is generally a symptom of 
chronic disease of the kidney. 

a. Calculus. — Generally occurring in middle life, or in advanced age, the 
concretion may have lain quiescent in the kidney for a long period, until some 
sudden shock or movement causes its displacement, when its sharp edges 
wound the delicate membrane of the infundibulum, and give rise to a pretty 
copious flow of blood. This varies remarkably from day to day, till at length 
the membrane becomes adapted to the new position of the stone, or it passes 
out of the body. The blood has a tendency to coagulate, and small clots are 
seen at different times in the urine ; they are sometimes partially decolorized, 
having the shape of the ureter, and appearing like small white worms. The 
passage of the stone along the ureter is generally attended by symptoms very- 
analogous to those indicating its presence in the kidney. Pain is always pre- 
sent; it is situated in the region of the kidney, confined to one side, extending 
along the course of the ureter, and shooting down the groin and the thigh, 
with retraction of the testicle. The circumstances connected with 1 his event 
will have to be more fully discussed when we speak of diseases of the kidney, 
under the head of Nephritis and Nephralgia. (Chap. XXXI., \ 1.) 

When the calculus is situated in the bladder, or has passed into the urethra, 
before it can become the cause of hemorrhage, there will be other symptoms 
of its presence ; mucous or purulent secretion, sudden stoppage in the urine, 
and pain referred to the glans penis, &c. 

b. In disease of the bladder the largest amount of pure blood is passed, 



110 DISEASES OF VARIABLE SEAT. 

not unfrequently almost unmixed with urine, coagulating into a solid mass in 
the utensil, or even entirely filling the bladder with a firm clot. The disease 
is generally of a fungoid nature, but occasionally a similar amount of hemor- 
rhage is produced by chronic ulceration ; in the latter, the previous history 
ought to indicate its cause; in the former, the introduction of the catheter is 
attended with deep-seated pain and a flow of blood from the fungous surface. 
Fungoid disease of the kidney is also sometimes attended with pretty copious 
discharge of blood, but there is little to point out its true nature. 

Hemorrhage from the bladder may be also caused by the injudicious intro- 
duction of the sound, or catheter. Prostatic hemorrhage is rare ; disease of 
this gland is chiefly indicated by constant difficulty in emptying the bladder, 
and its condition must be ascertained by examination per rectum • in hemor- 
rhage from the urethra the blood is not passed at the time of micturition, but 
flows without any attempt to empty the bladder. Both these affections are 
regarded as surgical. 

c. As an accompaniment of purpura, blood, when present in the urine, is 
generally of considerable amount and bright color ; the diagnosis rests on the 
other signs of the altered condition of the blood which it exhibits. Hema- 
turia is comparatively very rare as an idiopathic disease ; it is important to 
inquire into the previous existence of other hemorrhages, of which it may be 
vicarious, such, for example, as piles ; or of epistaxis and copious bleeding 
from slight wounds, which may be taken as evidence of the hemorrhagic 
diathesis. 

d. In chronic disease of the kidney the urine is often tinged of a smoky 
eolor by the intermixture of a small quantity of blood, which has been altered 
in appearance by the action of the acid present in the urine. "When the urine 
is alkaline, the color has a pinkish hue ; it has seldom the florid look of un- 
altered blood. Exactly the same appearances are often found in the urine 
passed after an attack of scarlatina when dropsy oceurs. 

In both cases the distinguishing feature of the disease with which this form 
of hemorrhage is associated is that there is a much larger amount of albumen 
present in the urine, as proved by chemical reagents, than could have been 
derived from simple admixture of the actual quantity of blood necessary to 
produce the red or brown color. 

These observations all tend to show that haematuria is almost constantly a 
symptom, though a casual one, of disease in some portion of the urinary ap- 
paratus ; and all the points which have been alluded to require further study, 
if more than a mere guess at its cause be sought for. In giving it a place 
among the hemorrhages, we only seek to point out its accidental and uncer- 
tain character, and that it is rather to be regarded in many instances as an 
intercurrent disorder, making its appearance in the course of some more 
severe malady. 

§ 5. Intestinal Hemorrhage.— When blood is passed by stool, it 
is necessary to determine whether there be haemorrhoids, internal 
or external. _ In their absence, we must proceed to inquire into 
the constitutional and precursory symptoms. Whether it have 
been preceded by hsematemesis, by fever, by diarrhoea, or by 
dysentery, the color of the blood will aid in determining from 
what portion of the canal it comes. The darker in color, the 
higher up is its source ; the brighter, and the more nearly it ap- 
proaches to the ordinary color of blood, the nearer is its point of 
discharge to the anus ; black and pitchy after hcematemesis, it is 
bright and florid in dysentery. 

When not proceeding from the stomach, its most common 
source is ulceration of the mucous membrane in some part of the 
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canal. It is not unfrequently present in purpura, and sometimes 
appears to depend on a state of simple debility and extreme re- 
laxation of the mucous membrane ; but when such cases terminate 
favorably, there must always remain a doubt whether ulceration 
did not exist. 

§ 6. Uterine Hemorrhage may occur in seemingly perfect health, 
or as a consequence of disease; the mere fact of the continuance 
or frequent recurrence of hemorrhage is not of itself any sufficient 
indication of disease of the organ. The character we would assign 
to it, as distinguished from menorrhagia, is the irregularity of the 
periods of its occurrence; but so great is the tendency to periodi- 
city in this organ, that such a rule is liable to error. Menorrha- 
gia, properly so called, consists in an increased flow of the men- 
strual discharge, the actual quantity being greater, the time of its 
duration longer, and the intervals of repose shorter, but all per- 
fectly regular in their recurrence, and gradually developed. 
Hemorrhage, again, comes on suddenly, and is quite independent 
of the menses; if it happen at one period, it does not follow at 
the next, but may again recur at some future one, or at any 
intermediate time. 

a. When it is found in apparent health, it is generally the con- 
sequence either (1) of sudden alarm, especially soon after the 
usual menstrual period, or (2) of abortion: in such cases it may 
continue at intervals for weeks or months afterwards, from want 
of care and proper management. 

b. As a consequence of disease, it is most commonly associated 
with (1) polypus or fibrous tumor's; (2) fungoid growths and can- 
cer; (3) sometimes with the hemorrhagic diathesis, when it is fol- 
lowed by intense anasmia, and may even prove fatal. The local 
diseases which give rise to hemorrhage from the uterus must be 
ascertained by tactile examination ; their consideration will be 
resumed at a later part of our inquiry. (See Chap. XXXIII., 
Diseases of the Uterus.) 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 

THE CHRONIC BLOOD-AILMENTS. 

§ 1. Purpura and Scurvy — their Discrimination — § 2. Ansemia — 
Causes and Associations — § 3. Chlorosis — § 4. Ansemic Blood- 
murmurs — § 5. Cachsemia or Cachexia — Pyaemia — Secondary 

Deposits. 

§ 1. Purpura and Scurvy. — These two diseases have this feature 
in common, that they are forms of subcutaneous hemorrhage, oc- 
curring spontaneously without pain or injury, and having no 
assignable cause other than a peculiar condition of the blood. 
Their phenomena are essentially objective; the existence of the 
disease being proved by the presence of dark-colored persistent 
spots or patches of varying size, having the appearance of purple 
stains or livid bruises of the skin. 

These states are not identical with what has been already denominated the 
hemorrhagic diathesis. Spontaneous hemorrhages are liable to occur in both 
conditions ; the external characters differ in this respect, that in the one 
blood is effused under the skin without assignable cause, and with no apparent 
alteration of texture, while in the other it is only poured out where there is 
some breach of surface, and is then stanched with extreme difficulty ; fatal 
hemorrhage has in such circumstances followed the extraction of a tooth. It 
is probable that the spontaneous internal hemorrhages in each case follow the 
same rule, and that there is really some abrasion of the mucous membrane, or 
rupture of a small vessel, in the one and not in the other. 

They differ from each other (a) in scurvy being very frequently 
accompanied by sponginess of the gums, which is never the case 
with purpura, but this indication is not always present; (b) in the 
characters of the spots themselves. In purpura they are gene- 
rally small and of a very dark color; the skin seems to be stained 
through with a purple dye; when larger patches exist, they seem 
to be composed of innumerable smaller ones run together, some 
of which are found quite distinct in the immediate neighborhood, 
or in other parts of the body; the spots are soft and flaccid. In 
scurvy the patches are generally large, and always more or less 
hard; their color is more livid than purple, resembling bruises 
rather than stains of the skin. 

Purpura is not unfrequently associated with hematuria, or in- 
testinal hemorrhage ; it is then usually called purpura hasmor- 
rhagica. It is liable to occur in any circumstances which dete- 
riorate the quality of the blood, and is therefore found in disease 
of the kidney, liver, spleen, &c. It is also met with occasionally 
in conditions of blood-poisoning, such as pygemia and severe 
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smallpox ; it forms the true petechia in typhus fever. When it 
arises spontaneously, there must have been some antecedent cause 
for the altered condition of the blood, though this cannot always 
be traced. Scurvy, on the other hand, is especially associated 
with deficiency of some element ordinarily derived from the 
vegetable kingdom, and generally believed to be an acid, because 
of the prophylactic as well as curative powers of lemon-juice ; it 
was much more common than usual at the first outbreak of the 
potato disease, when the poor were deprived of their ordinary 
vegetable. 

§ 2. Ansemia. — In the classification of symptoms which afford 
indications regarding the general state of the patient, reference 
was made to those derived from the aspect and color of the face. 
None of these is more striking, or perhaps more valuable, than 
that presented by anaemia — loss of that natural complexion which 
is produced in health by the fine network of capillaries spread 
over the skin, especially of the cheeks, and also over the mucous 
membrane bounding the lips and the nose — by inference defici- 
ency of blood, but more particularly of the red coloring matter. 
This condition depends, therefore, either on absolute want of blood, 
or on disproportion between its various elements. 

Its causes are very various: they may often be detected in the 
history of the case. The exact duration of the disease can seldom 
be ascertained, except when loss of blood has been occasioned by 
hemorrhage, because its commencement is generally insidious. 
Patients cannot associate their pallor with those conditions out of 
which it has arisen ; but more commonly, in describing the com- 
mencement of their illness, refer to those secondary states which 
have first made them conscious of loss of health, such as palpita- 
tion or dyspnoea, headache, dyspepsia, general weakness, and, 
among females, diminution or suppression of the menstrual dis- 
charge. The history ought, if possible, to go beyond these, to 
the antecedent state out of which the whole category of symptoms 
has sprung, and to take note of the order in which the circum- 
stances of which the patient is cognizant have successively ap- 
peared. 

The inquiry on the part of the physician embraces the following 
points: a. The existence of hemorrhage, b. Want of proper nu- 
triment, c. Causes which prevent the nutriment from being con- 
verted into healthy blood, d. Conditions of system which directly 
tend to deteriorate the blood. 

a. Hemorrhage diminishes the quantity of the circulating fluid ; and when 
the loss is made up by the absorption of liquid, its quality is impoverished. 
The hemorrhages most commonly producing this effect are from the uterus in 
females, and from the bowels in both sexes ; ansemia frequently follows on 
hsematemesis, and more rarely on prolonged epistaxis ; it is also to be seen in 
patients who have been frequently bled. When associated with haemoptysis 
or hematuria, the anaemic state is rather the result of disease of the lungs or 
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kidney than of the loss of blood. It must not be forgotten that the hemor- 
rhage may be the consequence and not the cause of the changed qualities of 
the blood. 

b. Simple anaemia is generally the effect of insufficient nutriment; when 
the food is improper in quality, special forms of disease are more liable to be 
engendered — cachexia, purpura, scurvy, &c. Starvation implies absolute 
want of blood, and the disproportion of the constituents is only referable to 
excess of water. 

c. The causes which prevent the formation of blood include especially dis- 
orders of the digestive apparatus, the stomach, the liver, and the intestines ; 
as well as obstruction to the absorbents, as seen in mesenteric disease. We 
must bear in mind, however, that derangements of all possible kinds may 
result from the anaemia in place of causing it. We may be somewhat guided 
in forming our judgment by the history of the case, pointing out priority of 
occurrence either in the dyspeptic symptoms, or in the general feeling of 
weakness, and by the relative intensity of each class of indications ; the anae- 
mia is much more intense when it produces the dyspepsia than when caused 
by it. There can be but little difference between the want of blood arising 
from imperfect assimilation, and that from insufficient food. 

d. Special forms of anaemia are directly traceable to conditions which, 
without interfering with digestion and absorption, seem to act by deteriorat- 
ing the quality of the blood, inducing especially disproportion among its con- 
stituent elements. Of this kind are the effects of cancer and of disease of the 
kidney; to the same class we must refer chlorosis and leucocythaemia." All 
these subjects must again occupy our attention in considering various regions 
of the body ; meanwhile it is only needful to remark, that the anaemia is ra- 
ther an accidental symptom in the case of cancer and albuminuria, but is an 
essential one in chlorosis and white-cell blood ; in the latter, too, it serves 
to draw our attention to the spleen, and we have no other direct evidence of 
splenic disease. 

In cancer the pallid appearance is combined with a sallow hue, which has 
been called the " malignant aspect :" in disease of the kidney there is usually 
some puffiness of the face, and the cheeks are occasionally mottled ; in chlorosis, 
as its name implies, there is a slight tinge of green, with a transparency of 
skin which makes the face look like a wax model : in leucocythaemia the as- 
pect is muddy, earthy, and a similar appearance may be seen in the tubercu- 
lous cachexia of early life. These differences, well-marked in advanced cases, 
and frequently sufficient to an experienced eye for the discrimination of the 
disease, must not be much relied on by the student. They are to be regarded 
simply as aids to diagnosis, not as the grounds on which it is based. 

In rare cases none of the conditions just mentioned can be made 
out as having had any share in the production of anaemia ; even 
when fatal, no organic disease has been detected. This anaemia 
is of slow development ; it seems to exist alone, and is marked 
by no symptoms except such as are referable to a deterioration 
of the circulating fluid. For the present we must rest satisfied 
with determining its presence, and ascertaining that it is uncom- 
plicated ; we cannot get beyond the fact which the name anaemia, 
or spanaemia, as used by some pathologists, implies. 

The general state, from whatever cause derived, is followed, in 
most cases, by the symptoms already enumerated — dyspnoea and 
palpitation, headache and general weakness, and frequently by 
emaciation, the latter being least observed in those associated 
with hemorrhage and chlorosis. Having got the clue from 
the objective phenomenon of aspect, we have only to observe 
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what are primary and what secondary affections among the symp- 
toms present. The pulse is pretty full when the change is rather 
in quality than quantity; if weak and small, there is certainly 
deficient amount of blood ; with a soft pulse — both conditions 
are probably present. The tongue is very generally clean, always 
remarkably pale, and sometimes slightly furred and inclined to 
be cedematous, bearing marks of the teeth on its edge. The co- 
incidence of depraved appetite and irregular bowels with anaemia 
is rather the rule than the exception. Local congestions of vari- 
ous organs are very frequently met with, and the full recognition 
of the general condition of anaemia is essential to their rational 
treatment. The association of oedema is also not uncommon: 
probably every case of anaemia, at an advanced stage, would be- 
come more or less dropsical in circumstances favorable for its 
development ; but we must be particularly careful in investigating 
the origin of this symptom, and must not rest satisfied with the 
ready explanation that the condition of anaemia offers, till all the 
other causes of its existence are fully examined. (See Chap. 
VII., Div. I., § 1. Anasarca.) 

§ 3. Chlorosis. — Although essentially a form of anaemia, this 
condition demands separate notice, from its peculiar association 
with perverted function of the uterus. It seems to exist under 
two primary forms ; («) previous anaemia, followed by scanty mem- 
struation, terminating in complete suppression of the menses; 
(b) sudden suppression of the menses, terminating in general alter- 
ation of the blood; the aspect betraying something more than 
mere anaemia. 

In the former case, the limits of the disease are not well defined ; 
in the latter, the peculiar characters are unmistakable ; but in 
both there is some specific relation between the symptoms, and 
in order to constitute chlorosis this relation must be clearly made 
out. 

Suppression of the menses under the name of amenorrhoea be- 
longs especially to the diseases or disorders of the uterus. Any 
female may be anaemic from some one of the causes already 
enumerated, and, as a casual result of debility, the catamenia may 
be scanty or absent; but this ought not to be called chlorosis; 
neither should the name be given to amenorrhoea when there is 
no condition of anaemia associated with it. But when, in a young 
person there is no distinct cause for the anaemia, and when along 
with it, deficiency of the menstrual flux occurs early, and total 
suppression soon follows, or when suppression precedes anaemia, 
the classification seems legitimate and useful. 

§ 4. Ansemic Blood-murmurs. — The diseases which we have 
just been considering are characterized by a deficiency of red 
blood. When the condition is produced by a change in quality 
rather than quantity, when the red globules are diminished greatly 
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out of proportion to the loss of other constituents of the blood, 
unnatural sounds are often to be heard with the stethoscope at 
various points in the course of the circulation ; over the heart, 
the arteries, or the large veins, while there is but little obstruction 
to the current to account for their production. The subject must 
be again referred to in speaking of diseases of the heart and 
great vessels; but its importance seems to justify a few words 
here to point out to the student how he may make himself ac- 
quainted, so far as possible, with the diagnosis of a "blood-sound." 

The essential point which must ever be borne in mind is, that 
all "bruits' whatever are produced chiefly in the blood itself, and 
not in the solid structures ; they are supposed to depend on vibra- 
tions among the particles, or globules ; the sound is really quite 
independent of the nature of the disease in which it is heard, 
although modified by it, as it causes alterations of form in the 
channels, or simply gives rise to changes in the qualities of the 
blood. Such vibrations may be produced in any fluid by placing 
some obstruction in the course of its movements, and much more 
readily in thin fluids than in those which are more tenacious. 
The aptitude for their production in disease therefore varies with 
the quality of the blood, and the change of their recurrence, with 
the condition of the solid structures. In a perfectly healthy con- 
dition of the blood they can only be produced by changes of 
certain amount in the form and calibre. of the passages, or by 
counter-currents; in slight deviation from health, less important 
alterations will serve to throw the particles into vibration ; in the 
more advanced forms of anaemia, even the natural difficulties 
which it has to overcome in passing through channels of varying 
size is sufficient to produce the effect, which will be more or less 
marked in proportion to the force and rapidity of the circulation. 
No such phenomena is observed in health, simply because a due 
proportion exists between the tenacity of the fluid and the form 
of its canal. 

Bearing in mind these different elements in the production of 
the sound, it will be readily understood that no certain diagnosis 
of the nature of the disease can be formed from its tone or inten- 
sity. Generally speaking those which are unaccompanied by 
structural change have a very decided character of softness ; but 
this is by no means peculiar to murmurs of this class. On the 
other hand, in considering the locality in which it is heard, we 
have to remember that the true blood-sound is only secondarily 
dependent on local causes, because we know d priori that a very 
slight impediment is sufficient for its production ; and it is reason- 
able to expect that, if any circumstance give rise to its presence, 
it will be heard most readily where the current is most superficial. 
Another consideration affecting its situation is, that when the 
blood is thus liable to be thrown into sonorous vibration, the 
sound is propagated in every direction, after it has flowed past 
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any trifling obstacle, to a much greater extent than when healthy 
blood is forced into the same vibration by some more powerful 
cause. Accordingly, we find it very readily produced by slight 
pressure on a bloodvessel; e.g., the carotid artery: again, in 
traversing the heart, the blood passes through channels of vary- 
ing size, and it is churned and mixed together in the ventricles 
in such a way as would naturally lead to the production of " anae- 
mic murmurs," whether on the right or the left side : the pulmo- 
nary artery is most superficial in the chest, and therefore the 
sound is more frequently heard there : but when the apex of the 
heart comes much forward, and its base is thrown back, the arte- 
ries being deeply covered by long-structure, the murmurs may 
be best heard through its walls, and even towards its apex. In 
decided anaemia, a blood-sound can also be heard in the veins ; a 
little management in tilting over the stethoscope towards the 
patient's head, so as partially to impede the returning current 
through the jugular veins, will generally develop this venous 
hum. It differs from the arterial blood-sound in being continu- 
ous, and not intermittent: its tone varies in different individuals; 
but the best general idea of its character may be obtained from 
the roaring of a large shell, applied to the ear ; it is called by the 
French " bruit de diable," from the sound of the humming-top ; 
but this is both louder and shriller. Both sounds may often be 
heard together in the neck, as pressure is made with the edge of 
the stethoscope next to the thorax, or the most distant from it — 
more firmly, so as to stop the venous current altogether — or more 
gently, so as merely to impede it. When the experiment is well 
performed, the short whiff of the arterial sound contrasts strik- 
ingly with the prolonged continuous hum of the vein. 

If the venous murmur be heard, there can be no doubt that 
the blood is in a condition in which bruits are readily produced. 
The same conclusion may be safely arrived at if slight pressure 
on an artery develop a short whiff, which seems close to the ear, 
is synchronous with the pulse, and ceases to be heard when the 
pressure is removed. Similarly, but not so certainly, may a 
blood-sound be diagnosticated if it occupy the whole of the re- 
gion of the base of the heart, being especially audible in the pul- 
monary artery, where the blood is generally most superficial, but 
evidently not confined to that locality. The consideration of this 
subject will be resumed in the examination of the heart. (See 
Chap. XXI., Div. II., § 3.) 

§ 5. Cachsemia, or Cachexia. — Mal-nutrition may exist without 
the remarkably exsanguine hue of anaemia, under the form simply 
of general derangement of health ; there is perhaps emaciation, 
with a tendency to ill-defined cutaneous eruptions; wheals on the 
fingers, resembling chilblains, and afterwards forming watery 
blebs or blains secreting purulent fluid ; unhealthy pustules on 
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the lower limbs, &c, and jet no organ gives any distinct evidence 
of disease. This condition is apt "to be generated by improper 
or insufficient food, ill -ventilated apartments, and all those condi- 
tions to which the poorer artisans in large towns are exposed. 
On the other hand, cachsemia may assume a more definite cha- 
racter from the previous accident of a poisoned wound ; and 
while, as a general rule, inflammation of the absorbents is the 
more common consequence, yet we do occasionally meet with 
cases in which the whole circulating fluid appears to be deterio- 
rated in its qualities. 

The general class is an unimportant one, because in a great 
many instances, some definite malady may be detected as the 
basis of the depraved state of the blood — scrofula, disease of the 
kidney, congenital syphilis, &c. Of such states nothing more 
need now be said ; but there is one form of cachaemia which is 
well marked, and of grave import : it is characterized by con- 
tamination of the blood from an admixture of pus — pyaemia, or 
pyohsemia. Not unfrequently arising in unhealthy subjects after 
operation, it has been argued that the pus secreted in the wound 
actually finds its way into the blood : but it is by no means limited 
to such cases, and is constantly met with under circumstances in 
which there is no channel by which the pus globules could find 
their way into the circulating system. Its probable source in all 
cases is the lining membrane of the veins, which puts on a form 
of suppurative inflammation, and secretes pus ; this is washed 
into the general current of the circulation, and so produces puru- 
lent contamination of the blood; its existence must therefore be 
secondary to a form of phlebitis. We find it as a sequence of 
almost any extensive suppuration, but more especially after dif- 
fuse cellular inflammation. It very rarely appears at the termi- 
nation of phlegmasia dolens, the " white leg" of parturient females, 
a form of phlebitis unattended with suppuration. This circum- 
stance seems to negative the idea of its existence being ever due 
to the absorption of pus ; because the direct admixture of pus 
with the blood has been shown to produce its coagulation, and 
the phlebitis of childbirth probably arises in this very way, from 
the entrance of unhealthy fluid, purulent or sanious, into the open 
mouths of the uterine veins. The condition which we call pyae- 
mia must therefore have some different cause, and none appears 
more rational than that the pus is secreted from the lining mem- 
brane of the veins. 

The history of the case is therefore important ; but most com- 
monly the disease commences under the practitioner's own eye, 
because it supervenes on one which has already required medical 
treatment. Sometimes, however, the cause of the primary sup- 
puration has been so insidious and obscure, that the first evidence 
of the presence of pus is derived from its general diffusion through 
the blood. It is marked by fever of an adynamic type, quick, 
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feeble pulse, dry brown tongue, shivering, often intense, followed 
by copious perspirations. These are only the general signs of 
extensive suppurative action, and it is to be presumed that they 
indicate a further formation of pus, not improbably in the blood 
itself, but still more certainly in the various organs in which what 
are called secondary deposits are found. These, in their turn, 
become the direct evidence of pyaemia ; the pus is believed to be 
obstructed in its passage through the capillary vessels, and at 
each point where it rests to become a focus of inflammation which 
rapidly terminates in a small abscess. 

When seated in internal organs, the existence of secondary 
deposits can only be inferred from the previous knowledge of 
suppuration elsewhere, taken in conjunction with the general 
evidence of its extension, and the local symptoms of pain or 
altered function in the particular organ. Those most liable to be 
so affected are the lungs and liver, and secondary deposits are 
rarely found elsewhere without their being also found in them. 
Very often, however, the suppuration takes place near the surface ; 
it commences with a patch of intense redness on the skin, accom- 
panied by but little tension or tenderness, and thus proving that 
the inflammatory action is of a very low type; it passes in a few 
hours, perhaps, into suppuration and abscess, becoming soft and 
fluctuating. Erythema nodosum occasionally presents characters 
which might be readily mistaken for the early stage of these 
small abscesses; the previous history ought to preserve us from 
such a mistake, and the course of the disease will soon clear up 
any doubts that may have remained. In cases of erythema the 
redness probably acquires a bluish tint, or remains unchanged; 
and though the swelling feel soft, there is no fluctuation and no 
formation of pus. 

In other instances the presence of pus in the blood leads to the 
formation of small pustules on the skin itself; not very numerous, 
they are prominent, fill rapidly, do not pass through any prelimi- 
nary stage of serous exudation, but evidently from the first con- 
tain purulent fluid; they can only be confounded by a very 
superficial observer with a varioloid eruption. These two forms 
of deposit are each very characteristic, and are generally associated 
with larger collections of pus around the joints, or spread abroad 
in the cellular tissue and burrowing among the muscles. In the 
absence of the pustules and small abscesses just mentioned, the 
inflammation around the joints may be mistaken for acute rheu- 
matism, which it simulates in attacking several in succession; 
but it will be observed that the swelling is very much more 
extensive, and the redness more erysipelatous-looking than ever 
happens in rheumatism. This is caused by the tendency to diffuse 
cellular inflammation, which generally also shows itself in other 
parts, at a distance from any joint, over the thorax, about the 
eyes and face, &c. 
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Cases of pyaemia bear a close analogy in many respects to 
glanders, and when the primary suppuration cannot be discovered, 
they are somewhat perplexing. A sallow aspect, and a peculiar 
odor of the breath have been both urged as characteristic of the 
disease; but while they may aid the diagnosis, they cannot be 
made the principal grounds of discrimination. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DEPRAVED CONSTITUTIONAL STATES. 

Div. I. — Scrofula and Tubercles — § 1. Scrofula — § 2. Tabes Mesen- 
terica — § 3. Phthisis — Acute and Chronic — § 4. Tubercles in the 
Peritoneum — § 5. Tubercles in the Brain. 

Div. II. — Morbid Growths — § 1. Of Local Enlargements — their 
Causes — § 2. Of the Locality of Tumors — on the Surface gene- 
rally — on the Head — in the Neck — the Chest— the Abdomen — § 3. 
Of the Nature of Tumors — Cystic Growths — Eacephaloid — 
Scirrh us — Co I lo id — Osseous Growths. 

Division I. — Scrofula and Tubercles. 

§ 1. Scrofula. — There are some specific forms of mal-nutrition, 
derived, in all probability, in a majority of instances, from here- 
ditary taint, of which the scrofulous and the tubercular diatheses 
are the most important. Along with general derangement of 
health and imperfect growth of structure in childhood, the lym- 
phatic glands tend to enlarge and to form an ill-organized yellow 
deposit in their interior, which readily suppurates, and yields 
unhealthy pus. This condition is most readily noted in the 
superficial glands of the neck, where casual exposure to cold is 
very likely to excite the quasi-inflammatory action which leads 
to the enlargement. 

The history of the case probably shows that the child was 
always delicate, suffering more than usual from teething, perhaps 
liable to convulsions ; or, if itself healthy, other members of the 
same family have suffered in this way. The ailment comes on 
insidiously, without any assignable cause ; and when first seen, 
there may be unhealthy discharges of an acrid and semi-purulent 
character from the eyes and nose ; or abscesses may have formed 
on various parts of the body, of an indolent character, which, 
when they open, leave unhealthy ulcers. Very often cutaneous 
eruptions, particularly of an impetiginous character, are found 
spread over the head and face ; these are obstinate and intractable, 
and are not unfrequently the cause of the enlargement of the 
cervical glands. To this general state we give the name of 
scrofula. 

The tongue is often habitually coated, and the intestinal dis- 
charges unhealthy ; such children are very liable to be infested 
with ascarides; the aspect is generally characteristic; the skin is 
clear and thin, the face often anaemic ; the limbs soft and flaccid, 
9 
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and the belly tumid ; the upper lip is sometimes thickened and 
projecting, but this would appear to be chiefly a result of acrid 
discharges from the nostrils. A scrofulous child may very readily 
become tubercular, but the two diseases are seldom fully devel- 
oped together. 

§ 2. Tabes Mesenterica. — Sometimes, in conjunction with some 
of the external symptoms of scrofula, emaciation proceeds to a 
greater extent than usual ; the limbs dwindle, the skin becomes 
dry and shrivelled, the abdomen is hard and tense, and the little 
patient appears to suffer pain when pressure is made ; the evacua- 
tions are very offensive, and the bowels irregular in their action ; 
there is a tendency to diarrhoea, which may become urgent and 
obstinate. In such a case we have great reason to believe that 
scrofulous or tubercular matter, or a mixture of both, in what 
has been called scrofulous tubercle, has been deposited in the 
glands of the abdomen, and especially in the mesenteric glands : 
hence the name tabes mesenterica has been applied to this form 
of the scrofulous cachexy. 

§ 3. Phthisis. — True tubercle has the peculiarity of being 
chiefly developed in the lungs : it may exist in other internal 
organs, but it is very unusual in such cases to find the lungs 
wholly exempt. Its commencement is always insidious, and its 
subsequent progress is sometimes tardy ; but, more commonly, it 
proceeds with considerable rapidity. 

This circumstance has given rise to the division into acute and 
chronic phthisis ; the distinction being based upon the extent of 
structure simultaneously attacked, and the rapidity with which 
it spreads to surrounding parts, and not on any difference in the 
nature of the disease. It is practically useful because of the dif- 
ferent train of symptoms set up by a speedy invasion of the whole 
lung, or a gradual disintegration of successive portions of it. Ex- 
posed as all ages are to the ravages of this disease, it especially 
prevails soon after puberty, when both forms are constantly ob- 
served, and seem to merge into each other. In elderly persons 
acute tuberculization never occurs ; and, on the other hand, it 
may at least be said that true chronic phthisis is extremely rare 
in children. 

The acute form sets in as an attack of influenza — that is to say, 
with symptoms of bronchial irritation and adynamic fever, the 
preceding coryza, however, being generally absent. This condi- ' 
tion becoming persistent, the pulse continues rapid and feeble ; 
the cheeks are flushed; perspirations occur, especially at night; 
emaciation and increasing weakness follow in rapid succession, 
even before any physical signs in the lungs themselves indicate 
the presence of tubercular matter. 

The full consideration of this subject can only be entered upon 
after the physical signs of disease of the lungs are detailed ; here 



SCROFULA AND TUBERCLES. 123 

we have only to do with the general features of the diathesis. 
While the pulse is quick, the condition of the skin alternates 
between dryness and moisture, is never harsh or burning, as in 
fever, and the perspirations are sometimes excessive ; the state of 
the tongue is very various; and the bowels may be either natural 
in action or inclined to diarrhoea ; the aspect is often instructive ; 
a certain degree of anaemia prevails, with a bright color on the 
cheeks; the eyes are soft and brilliant, with large pupils, and 
frequently fringed by long eyelashes; this is especially to be seen 
in childhood. The accompanying emaciation, and the languid 
manner and sense of feebleness, afford additional grounds for a 
suspicion of the presence of tubercle. 

_ In its early stages accurate diagnosis is, perhaps, impossible, even with the 
aid of physical signs ; in children the supervention of cough and emaciation 
upon measles is most probably due to this cause, especially if the patient has 
previously suffered from any of the symptoms of scrofula, or if scrofula or 
phthisis exist in the family of either of the parents, or has been evidenced in 
others of the children. The absence of coryza in the first onset of the disease 
points to some local cause of bronchial irritation, and not to a general affec- 
tion of the mucous membrane ; the persistence of adynamic fever shows that 
the attack is not one of influenza or bronchitis properly so called ; in each of 
which the febrile state is more transient ; the condition of the tongue is seldom 
that of common continued fever, it is only at an advanced stage that it pre- 
sents at all the patchy redness or chapped appearance of fever accompanied 
by diarrhoea, and it is very seldom dry ; indeed it is rather aphthous or ulce- 
rated than patched and chapped ; the recurrence of perspirations is also 
unusual in fever. The whole characters of the case are more closely allied to 
those presented in a tardy convalescence, and then the previous history of an 
acute attack with much thirst, loss of appetite, wandering delirious nights, 
&c, is quite different from the history of a gradually increasing malady ; but 
it must be remembered, on the other hand, that the debilitating effects of an 
attack of fever predispose to the incursion of tubercles, and it may be impos- 
sible to say when the one has terminated and the other begun. 

The march of chronic phthisis is always somewhat slow. Here 
the deposit of tubercles is much more local and more easily v made 
out by a physical examination of the chest ; but in the earlier 
stages the signs may be dubious, or null. The more important 
general symptoms are emaciation, night sweats, and haemoptysis; 
when these exist along with a dry hacking cough, wandering 
pains in the chest, a habitually quick pulse, a degree of huskiness 
of the voice, and diarrhoea, scarcely a doubt can remain that the 
disease has commenced, even though the stethoscopic signs be 
very obscure. It is remarkable how unwilling patients generally 
are to confess to " spitting of blood ;" and when the amount has been 
trifling, it may require much cross-questioning to elicit the truth. 

As it proceeds the hectic flush on the cheeks contrasts strangely 
with the clear, transparent pallor of the rest of the face ; the eyes 
are often bright and luminous; the skin becomes soft and velvety, 
and, when pinched up, is found to be thin, and detached from the 
subjacent muscles ; the ends of the fingers become clubbed, and 
the nails unciform; the gait is stooping; the shoulders curved 
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forwards; the chest flattened, and but little expanded in breath- 
ing; while every movement of the body gives token of feebleness 
and languor. 

Any of these, symptoms may be absent, and on a just appreciation of their 
collective value often depends the correctness or incorrectness of diagnosis. 
Emaciation is never wanting, but is often associated with other affections, of 
which cough may be a concomitant ; night sweats, though more frequent in 
this disease than any other, may be merely the effect of debility ; haemoptysis 
does generally appear at, some time or other in chronic phthisis, but not ne- 
cessarily so, and the disease has already made some progress in most cases 
before the symptom is seen; when present, and there is no disease of the heart 
to account for it, and it cannot be explained as the result of hysteria, or as 
vicarious of menstruation, it is more to be relied on as an indication of phthisis 
than any other. A dry, hacking cough without expectoration, or with mixed 
mucilaginous looking sputa, where it is accompanied by pains in the chest, 
and there has been neither coryza nor sore throat, to indicate a simultaneous 
affection of the whole mucous membrane, may be very safely set down as hav- 
ing a tubercular origin. Huskiness of the voice, caused by slight laryngeal 
affection, derives its sole value from its association with other symptoms ; but 
it may owe its existence to previous syphilis, it may be simply due to an ordi- 
nary cold with sore throat, or it may even be caused by pressure on the tra- 
chea or larynx. A habitually quick pulse, when coinciding with cough and 
other indications of affection of the chest, is exceedingly suspicious ; but 
both may be caused by obscure disease of the heart, and on the other hand 
phthisis has often proceeded to its most advanced stage without this symptom 
being present at all. Diarrhoea tends greatly to confirm our fears, because, 
although there be no specific ground on which its tubercular origiu can be 
determined, yet the liability to it is greater in phthisis than in any other dis- 
ease, except common continued fever; in both a specific affection of the intes- 
tinal glands exists. The further symptoms are those of hectic fever, and its 
accompanying emaciation; and as such they generally serve to stamp the 
phthisical character of cough, but they may be very closely simulated in cases 
of persistent bronchitis. 

The correct diagnosis of phthisis depends upon the harmony of general 
symptoms and physical signs, and while a complete array of symptoms, or 
very strong evidence derived from signs, may lead to the conclusion that in 
all probability this disease is present, a combination of the two can alone 
justify a decided opinion. To this subject we must again recur. (See Chap. 
XX., ? 9, Phthisis pulmonalis.) 

Much attention ought to be given to the liability to hereditary transmission, 
which certainly in some families is very marked ; strict inductive evidence of 
its relative power is yet wanting, and its subordination or superiority to other 
predisposing causes is not determined: but the existence of scrofula or tuber- 
cles in the parent is a sufficient ground for leading us to suspect their presence 
in the child when other indications point in that direction. 

§ 4. Tubercles in the Peritoneum. — Next, perhaps, in frequency 
and importance, is the development of tubercle in the peritoneum. 
In children it sometimes occurs alone, or with scrofulous tubercle 
in the mesenteric glands, when there is no corresponding deposit 
in the lungs : in adults, it is seldom separable from phthisis. Its 
symptoms are those of peritonitis — which will be detailed in a 
subsequent chapter ; and it is enough to say here that the tuber- 
cular form is to be distinguished by its gradual and insidious 
incursion, and by the presence of general symptoms correspond- 
ing to those seen in phthisis, if due allowance be made for the 
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difference of the region in which the tubercular matter has been 
developed. Thus there are the same quickness of pulse, accom- 
panied by perspiration, the emaciation and languid feelings, and 
very often the diarrhoea of early phthisis ; to these are superadded, 
a sense of tension in the abdomen, which has a tumid feeling, and 
does not bear pressure without pain; the tongue is very commonly 
furred, but not to any great degree. Evidence of tubercle in the 
lungs is of much value in aiding diagnosis; as is also the pre- 
sence of diarrhoea, because it is less common in simple peritonitis, 
and is probably caused by the existence of tubercle in its very 
common locality — the solitary glands of the intestine. But we 
may be defeated in our endeavor to form a correct diagnosis, 
either by the history recording that the attack has been, or has 
appeared to be, sudden, or by limited suppuration, in the form of 
deep-seated and confined abscess of the peritoneum, producing 
symptoms of hectic. To this it must be added, that perplexing 
symptoms sometimes present themselves as the effects of pressure 
on the nerves, the bloodvessels, or the absorbents, or as the more 
remote consequences of adhesions between the various coils of 
intestine. Perhaps our best guide, is to be found in the general 
adynamic character of the symptoms throughout, and in the pre- 
vious existence of the cachectic state which preceded them. 

\ 5. Tubercles in the Brain. — When we come to diseases of the brain, we 
shall have to discuss a form of meningitis, which is unquestionably related to 
the scrofulous and tubercular diathesis ; clinical observation and post-mortem 
examination alike proving that inflammation of the brain attended with the 
effusion of serum, and hence often called hydrocephalus acutus, is constantly 
associated with the presence of tubercle in other organs. We shall then, also, 
have to consider the symptoms which may result from the actual presence of 
a tuberculous deposit in the brain itself; but we may remark that the tubercle 
is often solitary, and that it may have attained a very considerable magnitude 
without making its presence manifest by any symptoms until the more acute 
disease supervene; it is only rarely that its absolute size or peculiar position 
impedes by pressure the transmission of nervous energy, so as to produce 
paralysis or loss of sensibility. 

Division II. — Morbid Growths. 

§ 1. Of Local Enlargements. — Local increase of size, as one of 
the objective phenomena of disease, requires careful study. It 
may be found in any part, whether of the trunk or the extremi- 
ties ; it embraces the whole class of abnormal growths, but it may 
also be caused by hypertrophy of natural structures or a deposit 
of fat; or it may be due to an effusion of serum, of blood, of 
lymph, or of pus; or it may depend on periosteal thickening or 
inflammation of bone. 

In simple hypertrophy there are no symptoms of disease present except 
those attendant on increase of size ; the natural structures hold their due 
relation to each other, and are all increased in equal proportion. 

Adipose tissue is more liable to general than to local increase. It is in the 
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abdomen where its accumulation is most likely to occur ; the parietes, when 
pinched up, feel sensibly thicker when the deposit of fat is in the subcutaneous 
tissue, and an elastic fulness of the whole region, with considerable flaccidity, 
is given by its occupying the folds of the omentum. We are led to the con- 
clusion that this is the true nature of such an enlargement by the absence of 
indications of disease, beyond the existence of dyspeptic symptoms, and by 
the persistence of general roundness and fulness of the limbs which we know 
to be incompatible with organic disease. 

The presence of serous effusions gives rise in the head to the chronic hydro- 
cephalus of childhood, with its unnatural enlargement ; in the thorax it causes 
bulging of the intercostal spaces and enlargement of one side of the chest; 
in the abdomen it produces ascites and ovarian dropsy; in the scrotum it 
occurs as hydrocele ; in the limbs it is the evidence of general dropsy or of 
local oedema. 

An accumulation of blood contained within the distended vessels, or in a 
pouch communicating with them, is found as aneurism or varicocele. When 
extravasated, it quickly coagulates and forms a firm tumor of undefined out- 
line, as may sometimes be seen after a strain, or more distinctly in the testicle 
as hsematocele ; within the cavities it can only give rise to symptoms of the 
presence of tumor when it exists as an aneurism. 

Effusion of lymph, as the consequence of local inflammation, is commonly 
followed by the formation of pus ; but it may remain stationary at the first 
stage, and be removed by absorption, the tumefaction being very generally 
increased by the coexistence of serous effusion around. Such swellings are 
to be met with among the muscles, but more especially in the lymphatic 
glands. 

Pus can of necessity only exist after inflammation ending in suppuration ; 
but yet large collections of matter sometimes form when the signs of inflam- 
matory action are almost wholly wanting, and this is especially true of scro- 
fulous subjects. As with serous effusions, the presence of pus may cause 
bulging of one side of the chest; in the abdomen, collections of pus are more 
commonly local, and limited by surrounding adhesions of the peritoneum ; one 
form of abdominal suppuration is entirely without the peritoneal cavity, psoas 
or lumbar abscess, pushing outwardly over the edge of the pubis in front, or 
above the sacrum behind. In addition to these, the parietes of the cavities 
may become the seat of local collections of pus, from diffuse cellular inflam- 
mation, or caries of bone. Similar events occur in the extremities, and espe- 
cially in the proximity of the ends of the long bones of scrofulous children. 
The lumbar abscess, already mentioned, is very frequently connected with 
caries of the spine. Inflammation of the glands not unfrequently terminates 
in abscess, especially in scrofulous subjects, with whom those situated in the 
neck seem more liable to suppurate than any others. 

Periosteal thickening and inflammation of bone are more commonly met 
with in the long bones of the extremities than elsewhere ; the former so often 
forming rounded painful nodes on the shin-bone, the latter giving rise by the 
deposit of fresh osseous matter, to enlargements of very irregular form and 
outline. 

The details of many of these subjects belong to surgery; the remainder, 
so far as diagnosis is concerned, must be considered with reference to the 
organs or regions in which they exist. 

§ 2. Of the Locality of Tumors. — In the diagnosis of tumors, 
properly so called, there are two very distinct sets of symptoms, 
which are derived, the one from their local action as they inter- 
fere with function by mere size and pressure, the other from their 
general influence upon health; the former common to all, the 
latter belonging especially to malignant tumors. It is therefore 
necessary first to inquire into the localities in which they are 
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found, and the evidence of their presence there, although this 
cannot be wholly separated from a consideration of their nature. 

A tumor lying superficially with reference to any of the great 
cavities, or on any of the extremities, leaves no doubt as to its 
existence; one that is deep-seated in the abdomen, when its mar- 
gins can be felt, or its resistance detected by firm pressure with 
the points of the fingers, may be recognized with equal certainty ; 
on the other hand, if contained within the cranium, or deep in 
the thoracic cavity, and, in some instances, when situated close 
to the lumbar vertebras, its existence can only be inferred from 
symptoms derived from the organs contained in the cavities, and 
must remain more or less uncertain. The indications are most 
indefinite in regard to the cranium ; they are more easily made 
out when the tumor is in the chest, and are seldom wholly unac- 
companied by more direct evidence when situated in the abdo- 
minal cavity. They must each be discussed in considering the 
phenomena peculiar to various organs at a later period ; and for 
the present we must assume that the tumor is palpable. 

It is of importance to study carefully the history of all such 
cases. In some it will be found that the symptoms detailed cor- 
respond with the commencement and development of the tumor ; 
in others, they are only those of its later stages ; while, again, the 
history sometimes points to a totally different disease, and it is 
only while pursuing this investigation that a tumor is accidentally 
discovered. This division corresponds in some measure to real 
differences of character, and roughly points out those having an 
inflammatory origin, those whose character has more or less of 
malignancy, and those which are slow in their growth, and com- 
paratively harmless, except in their secondary results. To this, 
however, there are numerous exceptions. 

When the patient has already become conscious of its exist- 
ence, we seek to ascertain its specific history so far as it is known 
to him, the progress of its development, and the symptoms which 
have been associated in his own mind with its presence ; as well 
as those bearing upon the general state of health and the affec- 
tions of other and more distant organs which have been observed 
since it was first recognized. 

In a class so extensive as tumors, it is vain to look for 
general symptoms which shall characterize the whole of them, 
but there are many which are of much value in discriminating 
the nature of the disease, and the special locality where it is 
situated. It is, therefore, our next business to observe each of 
those circumstances carefully which have .been mentioned as in- 
dications of the general state of the patient. Thus, as we know 
that the history is very often faulty, it is important to consider 
whether there be febrile symptoms, either such as usually accom- 
pany inflammatory action, or those more distinctly pointing to 
suppuration; or whether there be only the quick pulse of de- 
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bility or tubercular deposit. Again, we have to consider the 
appearance of the patient, calculating how much of the change 
reported is due to the presence of the tumor, and how much may 
be accounted for in other ways ; and to note whatever strikes the 
eye as a deviation from the normal ideal standard. 

This part of the inquiry has, perhaps, to do more with the nature of the 
tumor than its locality. Kapidity of growth is a very decided indication in 
favor of malignant disease ; such are also the evidence of general derangement 
of health and affections of distant organs other than can be accounted for by 
nervous sympathy and intercommunication ; they show the existence of a 
taint of the blood different from what accompanies non-malignant growths. 
The local signs of greater or less derangement of function in contiguous 
structures have also an important bearing on the question. The aspect of the 
patient may be of service in so far as the physiognomy of disease enables us 
to discriminate between the tubercular and cancerous diathesis for example. 
Changes of color, again, rather point to the organ in which the disease is 
located. These general considerations are also of value, as they afford evi- 
dence of obstruction to the nutrition, or the circulation, in different parts of 
the body. Not less important, sometimes, are the indications derived from 
position, as the patient is obliged by pain, or other uneasy sensations, to main- 
tain a fixed posture, or to prefer one to another. 

"We have next to note the relations and connections of the 
tumor itself; with the skin, with muscles, with bone, with glands, 
or with internal organs ; and it must be evident that very much 
will depend on the correctness of the antecedent knowledge of 
the observer. He must be familiar not only with the relations 
of deep-seated parts in health, but also with the changes of posi- 
tion that they are subject to in disease, inasmuch as the direction 
of the displacement may serve to point out the true origin or 
starting-point of the tumor. Not less needful is a correct know- 
ledge of structure and of function, in order that he may be able 
to distinguish alteration of form from change of position, and to 
recognize symptoms of disease in particular viscera. 

The simplest form in which we can recognize the existence of tumor is when 
swelling is the result of inflammation, with effusion of lymph and serum, which 
terminates either in resolution or in suppuration. It can scarcely be mistaken 
for growth of any kind, because of the pain and superficial redness in its early 
stage ; it is very closely adherent to the skin and muscular structures, which 
cannot be made to move over it. In the iliac region, and over the surface of 
the chest, such swellings in their advanced stage are apt to be taken for growth 
from bone; the diagnosis, when the history fails to indicate the origin of the 
tumor, rests upon two points, viz., that inflammatory effusion is evenly spread 
out among the muscular structures, while morbid growth presents a more 
defined edge ; and that the one adhering more to the skin can be made to 
move over the bone, while the other, adhering directly to the bone, does not 
become attached to the skin till it has attained considerable magnitude. In 
the chest, we may be also guided by the circumstance that more than one in- 
tercostal space is equally filled up by superficial inflammatory action, whereas 
the fulness is almost entirely limited to one, or at most two, when growth of 
any sort from the rib is its cause, until its size is such as to leave us in no 
doubt. 

Enlarged synovial bursas, and lymphatic glands, give rise to tumors in vari- 
ous regions. The former have a very elastic feeling, and are generally some- 
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•what tender, or rather, one might say, a cause of aching than of pain ; the 
latter are hard, very constantly tender, and often inflamed ; they can only exist 
in the situations in which anatomy teaches us these structures are to be found 
in health. This forms the first ground for diagnosis ; and in regard to the 
glands, we have the further knowledge of the ordinary causes of their enlarge- 
ment — the existence of some wound of skin or irritation at a distance, and the 
scrofulous diathesis. 

Scrofulous enlargements are much more frequent in the neck than elsewhere. 
Difficulty is most likely to be experienced in deciding whether a swelling in 
the groin be an enlarged gland or a small hernia. The history will very gene- 
rally serve to clear up any doubt, because the descent of a hernia is sudden, 
'commonly after a strain or muscular effort, and if it continue to enlarge it soon 
exceeds the magnitude of a gland. In addition to this, a hernia may be almost 
always pushed back, and protrudes sensibly on forced expiration in coughing. 
Enlargement of the mammary gland is another form of superficial tumor ; its 
consideration belongs entirely to the domain of surgery, as also does that of 
fatty tumors. 

In reviewing the various regions, we find on the scalp encysted tumors, 
periosteal thickening, and fungoid growth ; the former distinguished by their 
not being adherent to the bone, the latter by their hardness and tenderness. 
The face is especially the seat of epithelial cancer. In the neck we encounter 
enlarged glands, both lymphatics already mentioned, and salivary glands, 
which will be noticed in speaking of affections of the mouth and throat. We 
also find occasionally a chronic enlargement of the thyroid gland, in the form 
of goitre. This is a tumor, soft and painless, and generally very movable, 
extending across the trachea below the larynx commonly more to one side 
than the other. There are no general symptoms connected with its presence ; 
it may indicate faulty nutrition, but the health is unimpaired, and it is more a 
matter of inconvenience than actual disease. 

The region of the neck is closely connected with the thoracic cavity, and 
deep-seated tumors there may come within reach of the finger as they rise in 
the neck. We are not now to enter upon the consideration of such as can 
only be recognized by auscultation ; our present purpose is only to speak of 
those which are superficial. Mention has already been made of tumors upon 
the ribs, and inflammation and suppuration of the wall of the chest. Where 
matter has already formed, a soft tumor is found on the surface of the chest : 
this may have its origin in a local collection of pus in the pleura making its 
way out. The history of internal inflammation and superficial abscess is in 
general different, and if there be any doubt on the subject recourse must be 
had to the evidence which the stethoscope affords of the state of the lung and 
pleura. 

Aneurism also gives rise to a soft tumor when it reaches the surface, but 
this commonly pulsates ; a collection of pus can only do so under peculiar cir- 
cumstances. The pus generally tends to the lower part of the chest ; aneurism 
more frequently shows itself at the upper. In both cases, the lungs and heart 
must each be examined ; and some trace of disease in the one or the other 
will serve to determine us whenever there is any obscurity about the symptoms. 

A firm elastic tumor, protruding above the ribs, is generally an advanced 
stage of malignant growth in the chest. It is associated with general dulness 
on percussion either on one or both sides, and with indications of pressure on 
the bronchi, the vessels, and the nerves ; with local pains in the arms, local 
oedema, venous tortuosity, occlusion of arteries, &c. These symptoms will 
be taken in detail hereafter. It is to be remembered that the sallow hue of 
malignant disease is generally obscured by the obstruction to the circulation. 

Fungoid tumor, attached to the interior of the ribs, and pressing out between 
them, is not very easily distinguished from superficial swelling. It very often 
happens that the patient has first noticed it alter unusual muscular effort, and 
its progress has caused such infiltration and even protrusion of the parietes, 
that it is liable to be regarded as having been caused by the strain, and to 
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consist merely of an effusion of blood under the muscles. When close to the 
sternum, its characters are more palpable, as a rounded, firm, and elastic 
swelling; it has not the softness of a collection of fluid, but it may pulsate, 
from its proximity to the heart. After a time the cachexia of cancer, or the 
appearance of a second tumor, may remove all doubts. 

In thoracic tumors recourse may sometimes be had to the introduction of 
a grooved needle. It must be admitted that this is only a refuge for ignorance ; 
but ignorance is sometimes unavoidable in such obscure cases. 

In the abdomen, a tumor may be simulated by mere muscular resistance. 
Knotted contraction of the rectus, or even of some portions of the transverse 
muscles, may give rise to doubt; some patients cannot be brought, by any 
inducement, perfectly to relax the muscles, partly perhaps from unwillingness, 
but partly also from abdominal irritation. This feeling of hardness is less 
local than tumor ; it is also perceived to move with the parietes, and cannot 
be pushed aside. A jerking movement with the tips of the fingers in making 
pressure over different parts, will often serve to determine whether there be 
any hardness behind the abdominal walls ; or by slow, firm pressure, we may 
overcome the parietal resistance. It is also important to ascertain whether 
there be dulness, on percussion, over the part, where the existence of a tumor 
is suspected. 

When a tumor is made out, its relation to the abdominal viscera must next 
be considered ; if small, its present position ; if of some size, its point of origin. 
But patients very often give the most extraordinarily inconsistent accounts of 
the origin of these growths. 

In the right hypochondrium it is probably connected with the liver, and the 
symptoms of disease of this viscus must be studied. It may be simply enlarged, 
from congestion or inflammation, or from chronic disease : or it may be dis- 
placed from the pressure of a belt in men or of tightly-laced stays in women. 
Under such circumstances, the edge of the liver of nearly its natural form 
may be felt, some way below the margins of the ribs, with firm resistance above 
and dulness on percussion. Sometimes on the surface of this enlarged mass 
a rounded fulness is observed, giving a sense of obscure fluctuation. It is 
important to distinguish that it is on the surface, and not at the edge, where 
a distended gall-bladder may be felt in the same way. If the history and 
symptoms are those of acute disease, this will indicate suppuration ; if they 
are chronic, it is more probably due to the presence of hydatid cysts. In 
place of the regular form of an enlarged liver, several rounded masses may 
be felt in this region, extending more or less across the epigastrium. This is 
undoubtedly malignant, and the diagnosis of its connection with the liver de- 
pends both on the general symptoms of disease of that organ, and on the 
circumstance that, by percussion and palpation, it is ascertained that they 
are continuous with it. This point must always be thoroughly investigated, 
because of necessity, when enlarged, it extends into the epigastrium, as it is 
limited by the ribs in the opposite direction. 

One or even more hard masses in the centre of the epigastrium, or lower 
down towards the umbilicus, not connected with the liver, are most commonly 
caused by cancer of the stomach. The general symptoms are more especially 
referable to that organ, and there is almost always vomiting, which at one 
period or other has been grumous or like " coffee-grounds." The sallow, 
anaemic hue of malignant disease is especially marked, from the combination 
of cancerous growth and mal-nutrition. 

In the left hypochondrium, simple enlargement of the spleen produces a 
tumor of an oval figure, which is perfectly even on the surface. This mass 
has sometimes been of such size as to reach quite down into the right iliac 
fossa. Its attachment is in the left hypochondrium, and the diagnosis will be 
more or less certain, as this fact can be made out. 

Occasionally a firm, hard tumor may be felt to the left of the epigastrium, 
which cannot be traced into the hypochondrium. and which, though accom- 
panied by mal-nutrition, has not been associated with symptoms" distinctly 
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traceable to disease of the stomach ; such tumors have been found after death 
to be owing to scirrhus of the pancreas. The diagnosis is very difficult, and 
the position of the stomach is often such as to render it impossible to feel the 
hardened mass during life. 

In the lower part of the abdomen in females the conditions of the organs of 
generation, the uterus, and ovaries must be considered : these will be discussed 
in their proper place. Tumors connected with these organs all spring out of 
the pelvis. In the right iliac region accumulations of feces may simulate a 
tumor : this, though their most common, is not their only locality ; and I 
would take the opportunity of reminding my younger readers that, in all exa- 
minations of the abdomen, care should be taken to obtain a full and free 
evacuation of the bowels before a diagnosis is pronounced. Similarly, in the 
centre of the hypogastrium, a hard round tumor may be discovered, simply 
due to over-distension of the bladder. By careful manipulation, fluctua- 
tion can be discovered ; but here, too, caution must be exercised, and, in cases 
of doubt, a catheter should be introduced, to ascertain its exact condition. 

Tumors below the level of the umbilicus, not traceable to these causes, 
generally have their origin in diseased conditions of the omentum, or of the 
lymphatic glands of the abdomen, or in local peritonitis. The two former 
present more decided characters of tumor, defined and indurated ; the latter 
is more diffuse, and very generally adherent to the parietes. They differ, too, 
in their history, as peritonitis is associated with pain and febrile disturbance, 
which are not essential to the others ; and while the disease lasts, the symp- 
toms are those of a partially acute disorder. It very often terminates in 
abscess ; it may be caused by a blow, or by inflammation or ulceration of 
some part of the bowel. In females, it may be confined to the structures 
round the uterus, and is best distinguished from the specific diseases of the 
generative organs by the fact of their having become adherent to the sur- 
rounding parts by the undefined character of the swelling itself, and by its 
tenderness on pressure. 

Disease of the omentum comes on gradually ; it may be associated with 
irregularity of the bowels, sometimes marked by constipation, and not unfre- 
quently by some form of hemorrhage, but not attended with fever. The 
general state of the patient is anaemic and cachectic ; the tumor itself is gene- 
rally hard, and often nodulated, and may be made to move by turning the 
patient in bed from one side to the other. It often gives rise to pain, but is 
not essentially tender. 

Disease of the glands very generally causes oedema of the feet and legs ; 
and sometimes also ascites, which much obscures its diagnosis ; in this case, 
its characters are ill defined, but the tumor is generally found firmly fixed, 
and deeply seated towards the spine. 

Almost all abdominal tumors are apt to be obscured by effusion into the 
peritoneal cavity. Tumors in the abdomen are very liable to pulsate ; and 
the question will occur whether it be aneurism. Abdominal pulsation is of 
comparatively little value, because all the contents of the abdomen, lying as 
they do above the aorta and great vessels, are liable to succussion at each 
systole of the heart ; neither is the presence of a " bruit" to be too much 
regarded, because, even in health, considerable pressure, and, in anaemic states, 
very slight pressure on a large vessel, is sufficient for its production. En- 
largements of the liver and spleen are least likely to simulate aneurism. (For 
further particulars the reader is referred to Chap. XXIII.) 

§ 3. Of the Characters of Tumors. — After what has been said 
upon the localization of tumors, there is little to add on the sub- 
ject of their discrimination, as that can only be dealt with on cer- 
tain broad principles, when internal organs are concerned. To 
the surgeon it is all-important to be able to determine whether 
an external tumor belong to the class of malignant or non-malig- 
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nant disease ; whether the condition of the patient be such as to 
lead him to recommend its removal with the knife, or to abstain 
from so doing ; or whether the character of the tumor be such as 
gives him ground to hope for its diminution or disappearance by 
the employment of remedies of a less formidable character. To 
him, however, the question involves a great deal more than the 
consideration of the mere palpable characters of the tumor ; he, 
too, has to consider its history, its mode of growth, and its effects, 
as well as the condition of his patient, both with reference to cir- 
cumstances connected with his previous life and his present state. 
To the physician these are the questions of real moment : many 
anomalous conditions are found after death which had, and could 
have no history during life; many which, while offering few 
analogies to the post-mortem inquirer, have histories scarcely dis- 
tinguishable the one from the other ; while, again, many of which 
the histories differ present lesions closely corresponding. 

The knowledge of these difficulties must not deter us from 
making the inquiry, so far as practicable, into the exact nature 
of the disease ; but it ought to lead us to embrace in our view 
the whole of the circumstances of each individual case. To these 
we especially look for guidance in determining the very import- 
ant question, whether we have to do with the results of inflam- 
mation, or with a true or false hypertrophy of the organ, or with 
a malignant and necessarily fatal disease ; and we must place in 
a subordinate rank the suggestions that may be received from the 
locality or the sensible qualities of the tumor. 

The forms which have been admitted into the table as being 
met with in the medical wards of the hospital are : (a) systic 
growths, (b) fungoid or encephaloid cancer, (c) scirrhus, (d) colloid 
cancer, (e) growths from bone. 

a. In considering the relative frequency with which we en- 
counter these several forms of morbid growth in different regions 
or organs, it may be remarked that cystic growths divide them- 
selves^ into two classes, the acephalocyst, which is entirely ad- 
ventitious, and the simple or compound cyst, which consists of an 
abnormal development of natural structure. We have already 
referred to the connection between the acephalocyst, or simple 
hydatid, and the echinococcus ; practically there is no advantage 
in discriminating cystic growths except in so far as the knowledge 
of the presence of fluid derived from its fluctuation leads to the 
evacuation of the contents. They all have this property in com- 
mon, that their destructive tendency is limited to the organ in 
which they are situated, and they affect the general health no 
further than as the function of that organ is of importance, or 
their size interferes with the integrity and usefulness of surround- 
ing structures. The hydatid is especially prone to infest the 
liver ; and it is there alone that its presence can be made out with 
the remotest degree of confidence during life : of the other forms 
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of cyst, those only claim any notice which are found in the mammae 
and in the ovaries. Pathological anatomy, indeed, teaches us that 
other organs are liable to become the site of cystic growth, but I 
know of no test by which they can be brought under the province 
of diagnosis. 

b. Fungoid or encephaloid cancer is the form of malignant dis- 
ease commonly found in the chest, whether it be attached to the 
pleura or the mediastinum (in both of which it is sometimes a 
matter of doubt whether its first point of departure be not from 
bone), or whether it be developed from the intra-thoracic glands, 
or, as happens in rare instances, from the glands in the axilla. In 
the abdomen, it is the character which cancerous growth generally 
presents in the liver, it is that which is always developed when 
its origin is in the deep-seated lumbar glands, and it forms the 
most numerous section of cancers of the uterus and vagina. 

c. Scirrhus, again, exists, in the largest proportion of cases of 
cancer of the stomach ; it attacks the rectum, and in rarer cases, 
other portions of the alimentary canal : in all of these we rest our 
diagnosis chiefly on that which is known to be its constant result, 
partial occlusion of the passage, which is not unfrequently com- 
bined with subsequent ulceration ; evidence proving this event is 
therefore very confirmatory. Scirrhus of the uterus and vagina 
is often spoken of, and no doubt exists in many instances : most 
commonly, however, it is combined with fungoid disease, and very 
often cases are called scirrhus which ought to be called fungus. 

d. Colloid cancer seems most readily developed in the loose 
structure of the omentum and of the peritoneum generally ; and 
its existence can only be inferred from the fact of abdominal 
enlargement, which cannot otherwise be accounted for, coinciding 
with constitutional disturbance. This form of cancer, however, 
is the one in which cachexia is least marked ; and I must again 
repeat that there is the most important point in medical diagnosis 
when we speak of cancer. It is at least unwise to give an opinion 
implying the existence of cancer when the general indications do 
not point to something more than can be traced to local disorder; 
and while it is quite true that all internal growths are of serious 
import, because they are so little amenable to treatment, we must 
exercise great caution in attempting to analyze further, and say 
what is the exact character of the growth. 

e. Growths from bone seldom come under the physician's notice, 
except when developed in the mediastinum, on the ribs, or on the 
bones of the pelvis : in these localities they are usually of a malig- 
nant character ; the slower growing enchondroma is less common 
in them than in the long bones of the extremities, and the same 
is true of the myeloid growths which have of late occupied the 
attention of surgeons. 

In history and physical characters, each of these forms of tumor presents 
differences which aid in their discrimination. Those connected with the 
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ovaries will be discussed in a future chapter ; and in speaking of the female 
generative organs, we shall have to treat of growths peculiar to the uterus, 
which are not here alluded to, because of their invariable local connection. 
(See Chaps. XXXII. and XXXIII.) The diagnosis of cystic diseases of the 
mamma! is essentially a question of surgery. Serous cysts in internal organs 
are distinguished by their even rounded surface, and the sense of fluctuation 
given to the finger of the observer ; from their history we learn that the deve- 
lopment has been slow, while the condition of the patient proves that health 
is only interfered with so far as pressure impedes circulation, nutrition, or 
secretion. Encephaloid cancer is also rounded ; but its surface is seldom 
even, it is nodulated and irregular, firm and elastic to the touch. Its history 
is that of decidedly rapid growth, though it varies much in this respect ; the 
patient suffers not only from the destruction of the organ which it affects, and 
the evils arising from interrupted function, but also labors under a cachexia 
which infects his whole system. Scirrhus feels very hard, and presents only 
one or two distinct nodules with more or less irregularity of surface. Its pro- 
gress is slow ; its history details disordered function long before any tumor 
has been noticed, and the cachexia of the patient derives increased intensity, 
from the interference with due nutrition, when the disease is situated in the 
alimentary canal ; pain is more constantly present in this than in any other 
morbid growth. Colloid cancer presents an unevenly rounded, highly elastic 
surface ; it may give a sensation to the finger nearly akin to fluctuation ; the 
secondary nodules, which would serve very often as a pretty certain index of 
its nature, cannot be detected during life. Its growth is rapid ; it does not 
greatly impregnate the system at large, but its position is such as commonly 
interferes very considerably with the assimilative process. The malignant 
growths from bone belong to the more rapid-growing cancers, although gene- 
rally firm and inelastic. This fact in their history serves to distinguish them 
from the non-malignant osseous growths, but their diagnosis need not go much 
beyond the question of the real or simulated connection with bony sti'ucture ; 
this is proved by their immobility and position. They take more or less the 
direction of the bone to which they are attached, and while some degree of 
movement can be made out between the superficial structure and the tumor, 
none can be obtained by any manipulation between that and the bone. 

Enlarged synovial bursas and fatty tumors are recognized by their general 
indolent character, their locality, and the sense of fluctuation and elasticity 
which each presents. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

THE QUASI-NERVOUS DISEASES. 

§ 1. Hysteria — Evidence almost entirely negative — Simulation of 
other Diseases — § 2. Chorea and Tetanus — The Muscular Symp- 
tom in each — Causes and Associations — § 3. Delirium Tremens— - 
Condition of Patient — Alliance to Mental Disease. 

§ 1. Hysteria. — The important distinction we have drawn be- 
tween objective and subjective phenomena, derives its fullest 
illustration from this protean malady. Here the sensations of 
pain and uneasiness are out of all due proportion to the derange- 
ment of function and of nutrition; the feelings of the patient are 
the all-absorbing idea in her mind, and so completely do they take 
possession of her faculties, of her very nature, that vital functions 
over which she has really no voluntary control, are swayed by 
the force which these feelings exercise when they become concen- 
trated on any particular organ. Although most fully developed 
in the female sex, and Originally deriving its name from a sup- 
posed excitement of the female generative organs, an analogous 
disease is not unfrequently seen in men exhausted from any de- 
bilitating cause, or effeminate from over care and nursing of 
themselves ; extreme nervousness is the only term in common 
use to express such a state. There is no exact line of demarca- 
tion between this condition and one in which, the attention be- 
coming fixed on some particular organ, sensations are supposed 
to arise there, of the non-existence of which we are satisfied by 
collateral evidence of their absurdity or impossibility ; to this the 
name of hypochondriasis has been applied ; it merges into insanity. 

The question of diagnosis then simply takes the form of an 
inquiry into the reality and importance of the complaints of the 
patient. When these stand alone, or are out of due proportion 
to other evidence of disease, we conclude that they are exagger- 
ated if not unreal ; and when their intensity, as described in lan- 
guage, is not borne out by the actual effect upon the individual, 
we conclude that they are unimportant. The following remarks 
will apply to either sex, although especial reference must be had 
to the female in discussing the subject of hysteria. There is 
usually such a constant simulation of other diseases, that it is im- 
possible to draw any general picture of it which would apply to 
every case, the only feature which they have in common, being 
the negative one of the absence of some important indication 
which is absolutely essential to the existence of the reality which 
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is imitated by it ; the function which ought to be deranged is 
unchanged ; the sign or the symptom which ought to be found is 
wanting ; or we may even obtain direct evidence that the organ 
which is supposed to be the seat of disease is in a perfectly natural 
and normal condition, except that it is the point on which those 
morbid sympathies are concentrated. 

It has been already pointed out, how impossible it is to form 
any standard of comparison by which to measure expressions of 
pain. Other sensations admit of more analysis, and generally 
have a more definite range. Thus a sensation of numbness may 
be analyzed into actual deficiency of sensitive power, or into mere 
tingling, which produces a relative feeling of insensibility; a 
sensation of weight, whether in the head or at the epigastrium, is 
an explicit statement of what we can understand, and what we 
can generally refer to some coexisting morbid state. Of pain 
generally it is most important to remember that it does not imply 
inflammation : too frequently these words are regarded as almost 
synonymous, and complaint of severe pain calls forth all the 
energies of antiphlogistic treatment : it is in reality nothing more 
than an expression of irritation of some nerve, and the cause of 
that irritation is to be sought for. Practically we have to remem- 
ber that the ultimate filaments of the nerves are distributed to 
various organs, and that every abnormal condition of the organ 
may give rise to sensations of pain. Thus, no doubt, in persons 
of weakly frame, muscular effort, which is painless in the robust, 
is a cause of more or less permanent aching ; and errors in diag- 
nosis can only be avoided by searching out the site as well as the 
cause of irritation. 

The history often throws great light upon the nature of the 
case. Disorder of the uterine function, often, very often, acts 
upon the imagination of the patient, leading her to pay attention 
to and exaggerate slight uneasy sensations. Long ailment with- 
out material loss of flesh, proves that the sensations are not 
indicative of serious disease. The commencement of the present 
attack has not been ushered in by the usual accompaniments of 
an acute or febrile disorder ; in place of rigor or flushing, there 
has perhaps been a fainting fit, or an hysterical paroxysm, and 
the whole relation of symptoms betrays more or less of inconsist- 
ency in their sequence and their supposed causes and effects. 

At the time of examination the pulse may be either quiet or 
temporarily excited and quick, without heat or dryness of skin ; 
it is not hard or wiry, it is not firm, nor is it often full, but gene- 
rally weak, and varying'with the least excitement. If the face be 
flushed, it is out of proportion to the condition of the rest of the 
skin. The tongue may be evenly coated, with projecting red 
papillae; but there is no red edge, no thick brown streak in the 
centre, nor any patchy abrasion of epithelium ; it is not dry, nor 
is there accompanying thirst. The urine is pale, limpid, and 
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copious ; the bowels not altered from their usual state. There is 
no marked emaciation ; there is no pinching nor anxiety of fea- 
tures ; sometimes a marked readiness to tears, or alternation from 
smiles to frowns. 

There is often alleged loss of power, in one or both legs, or in 
one arm. The best evidence of the reality of this state is obtained 
by rather rough handling, which will always bring out resist- 
ance ; but it must be remembered that real loss of power is some- 
times associated with spasm or reflex action, and to complete the 
evidence the limb should be placed in a constrained position, 
while the attention of the patient is strongly directed to some 
other organ ; if the mind be thoroughly preoccupied, it will be 
supported for a moment or two by voluntary effort. 

On examining the region to which pain is referred, we very 
generally find extreme tenderness ; the slightest touch is repre- 
sented as very painful, much more so than anything short of the 
most intense cutaneous inflammation could account for ; it is dif- 
fused over a large surface, and is not local or limited ; and if the 
attention can be abstracted, very firm pressure is borne without 
apparent increase of suffering. Very good evidence of this fact 
may be obtained by varying the tactile manipulation with one 
hand and directing the patient's attention to that, while firm pres- 
sure is made with the other, or by referring to the condition of 
the uterine or any other functions in which the patient feels espe- 
cially interested. A distinction must be made between this mor- 
bid, sensibility of hysteria and that which is felt in superficial 
rheumatism, or after muscular exertion. In such circumstances 
the tenderness which is really felt on a very slight touch, is re- 
lieved by firm pressure; but to elicit this fact requires no abstrac- 
tion of the patient's attention : whereas the hysterical tenderness 
here spoken of disappears and reappears without reference to the 
mode of examination, simply as the attention happens to be di- 
rected to the spot. 

In females the globus hystericus, or rising in the throat, or the 
occurrence of a regular hysterical paroxysm, often materially 
aids the diagnosis. But all the ordinary evidences of hysteria 
must not cause us to forget the • possible coexistence of some 
severe ailment in such a constitution ; and this so much the more 
that the very exaggeration of the symptoms may lead us to doubt 
the existence of actual disease in its early stage, because practical 
experience teaches us that it is not then necessarily' associated 
with such symptoms. It is often a very nice point to determine 
what is due to imagination — perhaps associated with perverted 
volition — what is simply due to exaggeration, and what there is 
of real disease in the condition of the patient ; and this can only 
be done by carefully weighing the relation of disordered sensa- 
tions, of perverted functions, and of abnormal or normal physical 
signs in each organ in succession. 
10 
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As the more frequent forms of hysteria are mere simulations 
of severe disease, so a regular hysterical paroxysm is, after its 
fashion, a simulation of epilepsy. The limbs are tossed about 
with the same violence, but more of method may be detected in 
the hysterical, more of regularity in the epileptic convulsions. 
The patient in epilepsy bites his tongue severely, hurts or wounds 
himself in falling ; the hysterical female never seriously injures 
herself, and is only bruised by the energy of her movements dur- 
ing the paroxysm. The expression of the features is often hor- 
ribly distorted in epilepsy; is generally placid in hysteria, with a 
quivering tremulous movement of the closed eyelids. The epi- 
leptic fit ends in deep slumber, the hysterical paroxysm often in 
tears : in the one consciousness is suspended, in the other it is 
not so, except when fainting occurs ; but of this it is sometimes 
extremely difficult to feel quite certain. 

§ 2. Chorea and Tetanus. — This is perhaps the best place to 
notice two diseases which stand on the confines of general disorder 
of the whole system, and special derangement of the nervous 
element in* it. They are marked by striking objective phenomena, 
which consist of acts of the muscular system not only involuntary, 
but incontrollable. These acts may be associated with a variety 
of other symptoms, as they may be with differing conditions of 
internal organs; but the^muscular movement stands by itself as 
the sole indication by which the disease is recognized. Here 
diagnosis has but little to do. The element of the disease is quite 
unknown to us, and hence it is to the prominent symptom alone 
that we have as yet to look for the discrimination of each ; to 
this symptom the name of the disease is applied, and by this is it 
characterized. 

The movements of chorea once seen can never be forgotten or 
mistaken ; nor can the fearful spasms of tetanus be taken for 
anything else. It is true that in severe lesions of the brain, when 
the patient is in a state of stupor, or of delirium, convulsive 
movements may be seen in some cases, spasms of muscles in 
others ; but no one who has seen the diseases can ever mistake 
them for chorea or tetanus. 

It is quite foreign to the purpose of this work to draw pictures of disease, 
as our sole consideration is the ground upon which diagnosis is to be formed. 
In chorea we rely upon the restless jactitation, the tossing hither and thither 
in the most uncertain manner of one or more limbs, or of the whole body. 
In tetanus, on the sudden and violent contraction of various sets of muscles, 
frequently alternating with as sudden relaxation. In chorea the system at 
large does not suffer much disturbance, except when other conditions of dis- 
ease are associated with it : in its more severe forms the expression of the 
features is almost maniacal, and the patient becomes gradually exhausted 
from constant restlessness, inability to take food, and insomnia, terminating 
in delirium, coma, and death. In tetanus the system early indicates febrile 
disturbance of a low and adynamic character, and the disease is generally 
attended by rapid sinking and prostration. The spasm of tetanus is sudden 
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in its invasion, alternating with relaxation ; it can scarcely be confounded 
with permanent spasm or contraction of particular muscles, which is con- 
stantly associated with organic diseases of the nervous centres, especially 
with certain forms of pressure, and with induration of the brain or cord. 

Both chorea and tetanus may be simulated by hysteria ; but the imitation 
is not such as can impose upon any one who has observed the true disease 
and is prepared for such a simulation. In hysterical movements there is 
necessarily more method than in those of chorea; in hysterical spasm there 
is seldom the exact correspondence in the condition of a whole set of muscles 
found in true tetanus. In either case, when the suspicion is awakened, the 
abstraction of the patient's attention will serve to interrupt the movements 
or relax the spasm. 

These diseases are generally found associated with some cause of irritation ; 
it may be said, perhaps, that they are always so, although our means of analysis 
frequently fail in detecting it. In chorea we have to seek for some shock to 
the nervous system in sudden fright, or some irritation in the digestive system ; 
loaded bowel's, worms. <vc. : sometimes the vascular system is deranged, and 
there may be a condition of anaemia or disease of the heart ; not unfrequently 
it is associated with that peculiar condition of blood that manifests itself in 
rheumatism ; sometimes there is disease in the nervous system, but it has 
been less uniformly traced to this than to the other conditions already enu- 
merated. 

In tetanus we inquire whether it be dependent on the irritation of some 
particular nerve, or on some obscure affection of the brain or spinal cord ; 
whether it be eccentric or centric ; traumatic, from the irritation of a wound, 
or idiopathic, without known cause ; in the latter case the question whether 
it have arisen from the administration of poison is suggested by the fearful 
revelations of recent times. Our investigations can reach no further. 

§ 3. Delirium Tremens. — We must also class this as a disease 
which involves something more than mere disorder of the nervous 
centres. It seems to be due to perverted nutrition of the brain 
consequent on the circulation through its mass of impure blood 
unsuited to develop healthy functions. Its relation to the nervous 
system is somewhat similar to that of mania: in classification 
neither of them can be regarded as diseases of the nervous system, 
because in each there is an element extraneous to it ; but in their 
development they are so intimately associated with it that we 
cannot doubt that they are accompanied by hidden change of 
structure. With reference to diagnosis, it will be more convenient 
to consider this disease, when speaking of delirium as a symptom 
of the condition of the brain, where its relations to other forms 
of delirium will be more easily exhibited. But there are certain 
general objective phenomena by which it is marked ; it is a de- 
lirium cum tremore. Tremor is its essential characteristic, which 
every act of the patient betrays : the hand cannot be held still ; 
but there is neither the jactitation of chorea, nor the regular 
shake of paralysis agitans; the tongue quivers when protruded ; 
and these movements differ from the ordinary tremulousness of 
pure nervous debility, in the rapidity and excitement with which 
each act is performed. The patient sits down and gets up in a 
hurry, he raises himself in bed with a spring, he turns suddenly 
round to the person who addresses him, he thrusts forward his 
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hand for the pulse to be felt, and he puts out his tongue with the 
same quick unsteady movement, when directed to do so. 

All this may occur before any delirium has showed itself. 
From the patient himself, or his friends, it will be learned that he 
has either lately had a drinking bout, or that, being an habitual 
drunkard, he has been, under circumstances of privation, debarred 
from his accustomed stimulus; perhaps, that there has been some 
mental anxiety, and, along with this, his last few nights have been 
sleepless. He will say that he has been long ailing, that his pre- 
sent state has been supervening for weeks or months, and will 
often be exceedingly shy of telling that there has been any re- 
cent aggravation of his symptoms, or that they have, as we may 
be well assured from other sources, all come on within a few days : 
this appears to arise from a consciousness of the real cause of his 
malady, which he vainly fancies he may conceal ; but it is worthy 
of noting, because it might lead to a mistaken diagnosis. 

The pulse is soft, often large, sometimes weak and quick. The 
tongue is evenly coated with a moist creamy fur. The skin is 
warm, frequently perspiring ; but in the early stage it may be 
dry, and often exhaling somewhat of a rheumatic odor; it has 
never the heat and pungency of fever. In former days, when 
delirium was regarded as evidence of inflammation, depletion was 
no less had recourse to in this than in the delirium of typhus 
fever or of mania : but in this practice essential symptoms were 
evidently overlooked — that of the pulse and the moist tongue ; 
and just as in attempting to form a correct diagnosis, so for the 
purpose of adopting sound treatment, the totality of symptoms 
must be considered in place of the mind being fixed on one which 
is remarkably prominent. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

GENERAL EXAMINATION OF REGIONS AND ORGANS. 

Disease often a Compound Phenomenon — All Organs ought to he 
examined — Negative as well as Positive Results stated — Exami- 
nation of Brain and Nerves — of Chest — of Digestive Organs — 
of Urinary Organs — of Uterine Functions — Appearance of Skin. 

We come now to the consideration of particular organs, and it 
will be found that many of the more general indications sought 
for in the earlier part of the investigation have an especial bear- 
ing upon the diseased states to which each organ is liable. These 
the student has been advised to note as he proceeded in his in- 
quiry, whether observed in the details of the history of the case, 
or in the general symptoms pertaining to the skin, the pulse, the 
tongue, the bowels and kidneys, or in the appearance and posi- 
tion of the patient. He has also been advised not to attempt to 
form a judgment on the case before each indication has been fully 
investigated, and the seat of any complaint of pain or uneasiness 
has been thoroughly examined ; but he must be further warned 
that, although the history of the case, the general symptoms and 
the particular disorder, correspond to each other and make up 
one intelligible whole, he has not done his duty to himself or his 
patient unless a survey, however rapid, have been taken of the 
condition of each particular organ. This course is absolutely 
necessary, not only because the discovery of some obscure change 
may throw fresh light upon the totality of the symptoms, and 
ultimately lead to a different and more correct diagnosis ; but for 
the no less important end of ascertaining whether any distinct 
and superadded malady exist, which may most materially modify 
the treatment. 

As already stated, the order in which it is proposed to examine 
these organs follows the usual division into regions — the head, the 
chest, the abdomen, and the extremities — taking the dependent 
structures connected with the principal organs situated in each of 
these regions as they successively come before us. We commence 
with those of innervation, the brain, spinal cord, and nerves. We 
then take those of respiration and circulation, the lungs, the heart, 
and the bloodvessels ; next, those connected with digestion, be- 
ginning with the mouth, the stomach, and intestines, with their 
investing membrane, followed by the liver, spleen, and kidneys ; 
and, lastly, the ovaries and uterus. After these will be noticed, 
the skin, cellular tissue, bones, and muscles. 
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Throughout the inquiry, the importance of system in every step of the in- 
vestigation has been pointed out, and I recommend to the student either to 
adopt the arrangement just mentioned, or to form for himself some other plan 
more consonantwith the theory of disease which he has been taught: in every 
case which presents itself to him he ought to follow exactly the same course 
in examining the different organs, although occasionally he may find it ad- 
vantageous first of all to examine thoroughly that organ which the history of 
the case or the prominent symptoms, whether objective or subjective, point 
out as the probable seat of disease, provided he have not, from general indi- 
cations, come to the conclusion that the disease is one of those having no 
local site, which have formed the subject of the preceding pages. His next 
care, in either case, should always be to examine in a definite order the various 
organs, with their local phenomena, and to note in his case-book the negative 
as well as positive results which he obtains. 

As a mere matter of detail, I would suggest that he should never enter in 
his notes such vague expressions as " chest "healthy," but state explicitly the 
extent of his examination and its results, which need not, however, occupy 
much more space. Thus, to take the case of the chest, he may state simply 
that there is " no complaint of pain, palpitation, cough, or shortness of breath- 
ing ;" and this would imply that the chest had not been examined by percus- 
sion or auscultation. He may go further, and record that "nothing abnormal 
has been discovered by percussion or by auscultation," or he may limit him- 
self to some particular portion, "breathing natural under the clavicles, at the 
back of the chest," &c. ; in the one case he is understood to have examined 
the whole, in the other only a part. The chief use of all these suggestions is 
to establish habits of accuracy ; but if he should ever wish to refer to these 
cases in after years, if it should be his lot to publish reports of them for the 
information of others, then the value of definite statements will more clearly 
appear. 

In looking for indications of the state of the brain, we direct 
our attention to the mental phenomena of consciousness and co- 
herence ; we have to observe whether there be any degree of 
slowness of apprehension, or inability to understand and reply 
to questions ; whether there be any wandering of thought, as ex- 
pressed by talking, or muttering, or irrational acts; and the 
relations which these bear to each other. The appearance of the 
eyes is closely connected with the state of the brain, as shown in 
strabismus, and dilatation or contraction of the pupil. Deafness 
is another important indication, especially when associated with 
discharge from the ear : so is the manner of speech, slow, hesitat- 
ing, or imperfect. These objective phenomena are not all equally 
valuable ; strabismus and deafness may have nothing to do with 
the present state of the brain ; incoherence may be simulated by 
hysteria; want of consciousness by obstinacy; the manner of 
speech may be a congenital defect; but they are each suggestive 
of further inquiry. In hysteria, we often meet with imitations 
of these various states, talking nonsense, singing, pretended sleep, 
cataleptic trance, &c. ; and if suspicion be aroused by the incon- 
gruity of these with the geflferal state of the patient, or if the 
history indicate any previous symptoms of an hysterical character, 
careful watching may trace consciousness when there is pretended 
stupor, or a method and artifice in the delirium, which disease 
never presents. 
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Subjective phenomena consist of statements of headache and 
giddiness, double or distorted or indistinct vision, tinnitus aurium, 
perversions of smell or taste, insomnia, loss of memory, &c. 

The condition of the nervous system generally is indicated 
either by the condition of muscles, in paralysis, convulsion, or 
spasm ; or by sensations more purely nervous, pain, numbness, 
tingling, or anassthesia. 

Disease in the chest is shown by lividity'of face, hurry, labor, 
or difficulty in breathing ; by a history of cough or sensations of 
pain and dyspnoea. These more probably point to the heart, if 
palpitation be complained of, with irregularity of pulse, and the 
dyspnoea be felt in mounting a hill or going up stairs : thej r rather 
point to disease in the lungs, if cough be the more prominent 
symptom, accompanied by expectoration. 

Diseases of the digestive organs will have for their general 
signs, loss of appetite, or a sensation of craving ; pain after food 
or occasional vomiting; constipation; diarrhoea; disordered states 
of the tongue without corresponding indications of fever ; pains 
in the epigastrium and in the abdomen ; fulness, tympanitic dis- 
tension, hardness, tenderness, or fluctuation. 

For the kidneys we have always the ready means of inspecting 
the urine, and, in cases of doubt, examining it chemically and 
microscopically. Pains in the loins, in the groin, testicle, or 
urethra : excessive, scanty, frequent, or painful micturition ought 
always to lead to further inquiries. 

In females, it is generally desirable to ascertain the condition of 
the menstrual flux ; regular or irregular, scanty or excessive, the 
intervals being too long or too short, and its appearance being 
accompanied by pain or uneasiness. "We ought also to learn 
whether there be any other vaginal discharge. 

Eruptions on the skin, or distortions of bones and joint, do 
not readily escape observation ; but, whenever pain on the surface 
is complained of, an inspection of the part is advisable, as it fre- 
quently solves a doubt or a difficulty which all the description in 
the world fails to unriddle. 

By such observations we determine whether further examina- 
tion of any particular organ may be necessary, not only in the 
way of instituting a more minute inquiry into symptoms, but also 
of making, when possible, a physical examination. Those con- 
nected with states of innervation have a high importance in the 
phenomena of disease ; but here the physical aid is wanting, and 
too often we cannot get beyond a simple induction based upon 
the symptoms both general and' special ; and to them we now 
proceed. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

SEMEIOLOGY OF DISEASE OF THE BEAIN. 

Causes of Obscurity— History imperfect. 

Div. I. — Symptoms derived from Mental Functions — § 1. Coma, or 
Insensibility — § 2. Stupor, or Unconsciousness — § 3. Insomnia — 
§ 4. Delirium — of Fever — of Delirium Tremens — of Inflamma- 
tory Fever — of Inflammation of Brain — of Insanity. 

Div. II. — Symptoms from Nervous Sensibility — § 1. From General 
Alterations of Sensibility — § 2. From, the Sense of Sight — § 3. 
From the Sense of Searing — § 4. From Special Sensations. 

Div. III. — Alterations in Muscular Movement — § 1. Spasmodic 
Action — § 2. Paralysis. 

In no department of medicine is diagnosis more obscure than 
in that upon which we now enter. Inclosed within its bonj case, 
alterations in brain structure corresponding to phenomena during 
life can never be discovered till after death, when it is much more 
difficult to trace their connection ; and numerous and diversified 
as are the functions of the organ as a whole, physiologists have 
yet failed to determine, with any degree of accuracy, the particular 
regions in which its various powers are developed, or the special 
uses of many of its parts. The theories of Gall and Spurzheim, 
had they been based on any sufficient groundwork of fact, might 
have rendered essential service in discriminating the site of dis- 
eased action ; but experience has shown that perversions of those 
mental functions which form the basis of their system do not de- 
pend upon, or even correspond with, lesions of the brain in those 
regions to which the names of organs have been assigned ; and it 
yet remains to be proved that special portions of matter are at all 
necessarily connected with particular actions of mind. 

In addition to these difficulties we find one set of head symp- 
toms, so transitory in their character, that we cannot suppose them 
to depend on change of structure ; while others, though more per- 
sistent, leave no trace for the observation of the anatomist : both 
of these must as yet be considered simply as disturbances of func- 
tion, though they sometimes approach so nearly to the symptoms 
of structural disease, that it is very difficult to distinguish them. 
On the other hand, the evidences of structural disease of very 
different kinds are so exactly analogous, that the physician is at 
a loss in endeavoring to assign to each its exact cause : no less 
perplexing is the circumstance that the obscurity of the mental 
faculties in many of these conditions of disease deprives us of the 
aid which a true account of the patient's sensations might afford, 
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as they are blunted, or perverted, or the power of analyzing and 
describing them is lost. 

For the same reason, it is not unfrequently impossible to obtain 
a history of the case at all available for the purposes of diagnosis ; 
and yet no part of the inquiry is more important. Impracticable 
as the exact discrimination of symptoms may be at the time of 
observation, each case is generally marked by successive features 
in its history which, if they have been properly noted and care- 
fully studied, will throw most important light on its character and 
causes. 

The pathology of the brain is much less understood than it 
ought to be in the present day, in great measure, I believe, 
because the importance of the antecedent phenomena has been 
underrated, and the symptoms have been read apart from the 
history. Abercrombie is deservedly one of the great authorities 
on diseases of the brain ; but the principles of diagnosis cannot 
be learned from his work on this subject, because, in most in- 
stances, the previous history of his cases is so meagre. Let it be 
remembered, too, that in the present state of our knowledge this 
record of the symptoms during life is, in many instances, all that 
is really known of the disease, all that is really valuable in treat- 
ment; and thus, in this case, diagnosis becomes, as it ought to be, 
the handmaid of practice. 

Mental alienation forms another element in the consideration 
of diseases of the brain, which is, as yet, very much beyond the 
reach of pathological research. Without speaking dogmatically, 
it may be affirmed that scarcely any lesion has been found in 
cases of insanity which has not also been present in instances in 
which the mind has been perfectly clear. We must be content to 
acknowledge our ignorance in this matter; and if we can trace 
out general resemblances, and classify cases according to some 
well-known types — more especially if we can discriminate the 
cases in which structural change exists from those in which it is 
not necessarily present — we shall have done all that we are justi- 
fied in attempting. 

It will probably simplify the study of the diseases of the brain 
if, before entering on their special diagnosis, this chapter be de- 
voted to an exposition of the symptoms which are more directly 
derived from the powers of innervation, as they refer to the mental 
faculties, and the centripetal and centrifugal nervous actions — the 
sensations and the muscular movements of the patient. 

Division I. — The Condition of the Mental Faculties. 

The indications derived from this source may be referred to 
two principal heads — consciousness and coherence — perception 
and reflection. These correspond to two very clearly defined 
features of disease expressed by the terms coma and delirium. 
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Between the two extremes we find an almost endless variety of 
examples, in which they are, more or less, blended together, where 
it is scarcely possible to tell whether the perceptive or the reflec- 
tive powers be most in abeyance ; in such instances there is partial 
loss of consciousness, with a certain amount of insensibility to 
ordinary stimulus, and confusion of thought, without active deli- 
rium; they may be only the transition stage from one state to the 
other, but are often distinct from either. Coma is related to sleep, 
of which it presents the greatest possible exaggeration; while 
delirium is associated with insomnia, which is its invariable 
attendant, and often appears as its precursor. 

§ 1. Coma, or Insensibility. — Consciousness is entirely sus- 
pended; the mind is a perfect blank; the patient is alike deprived 
of the power of thought and expression, and of the knowledge 
of external things; voluntary action has altogether ceased; he 
makes no reply to any question ; he may be pinched or pulled 
about, and he gives no evidence of pain or annoyance ; the mus- 
cular movements are only those of organic life, or such as may 
be excited by a sort of reflex action, or unconscious resistance. 
In such cases it is important to discover whether the absence of 
voluntary action depends merely on the state of coma, or whether 
there be distinct paralysis of some of the muscles; a limb placed 
in a constrained position is moved in the one case by the counter- 
poise of flexion and extension, in the other it remains as a lifeless 
object in a condition of rest. When paralysis is present, the 
extent of the lesion is measured in some degree by the number 
and variety of the parts implicated; but two conditions are chiefly 
observed — hemiplegia, affecting one entire lateral half of the 
body ; paraplegia, or general paralysis, invoking both sides alike. 
(See Div. III., § 2, of this chapter.) 

If any history can be obtained, we have to inquire how the 
patient passed into his present state, whether he was attacked 
suddenly, or gradually increasing stupor and somnolence preceded 
the coma; and in the former case, if there were any convulsive 
movement in the first onset of the attack. When no one was 
present to observe these circumstances, we may still learn much 
from the position in which the patient was found; as it points to 
the seizure having occurred when he was at rest, or having given 
him warning of its approach, or to its having overtaken him in 
the midst of action or exertion, or to its being the possible result 
of accidental injury. 

This condition is found in several different states, a. It may be the result 
of a fall or a blow, when extravasation has been caused by fracture of the 
skull. The coma of concussion, which is the first effect of the accident, is 
not so deep, and there is never paralysis ; hemiplegia points especially to ex- 
travasation. In their further progress these cases may pass into inflammation 
and serious disorganization of the brain. 

b. An apoplectic seizure, in which the patient has suddenly fallen down in- 
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sensible, without convulsion, or with convulsive movements very slightly 
marked. When hemiplegia coexists with coma, thus suddenly coming on, 
without any trace of injury, the diagnosis is certain. But apoplectic coma 

may exist without paralysis, and then its presence can only be determined 
negatively, by the exclusion of other possible causes. 

c. A comatose state may be caused by intoxication, or opium. In neither 
of these does it come on so rapidly ; intoxication betrays itself by the odor 
of the breath; and in poisoning by opium the person may generally be re- 
called to some degree of consciousness, until near the last stage. In these 
cases the previous circumstances, and the position in which the patient is 
found, may be of great service in guiding our opinion. 

d. Coma may also be the result of extensive effusion of serum into the 
ventricles of the brain. It is difficult to conceive how this can happen sud- 
denly, and yet it is quite certain that patients are seized while walking along 
the street, or engaged in their usual avocations, with a fit. generally more or 
less convulsive in character, followed by coma, and not un frequently attended 
with either paralysis or continued spasmodic action of one side of the body. 
The diagnosis rests chiefly on two points, the existence of convulsions in the 
primary seizure, and the extent of the coma which is scarcely so complete 
as in apoplexy ; in the latter spasmodic movements are seldom met with. A 
history of previous bad health, with debility, would lead to the suspicion of 
effusion ; a florid face and a full habit point more generally to sanguineous 
apoplexy. 

e. Coma supervenes gradually in the course of a variety of diseases, indicat- 
ing either a morbid condition of blood circulating in the brain, or progressive 
disorganization of the brain itself: cases of the last description are more 
readily recognized. 

§ 2. Stupor, Unconsciousness, or Partial Coma. — A certain de- 
gree of unconsciousness always accompanies delirium : this cir- 
cumstance will be subsequently referred to. We have now to 
consider the cases in which stupor is the prominent symptom. 

"When coma is incomplete, but attended by hemiplegia, or con- 
vulsive movements, the same rules of diagnosis are applicable as 
to complete coma. The phenomena of partial unconsciousness 
with paralysis are sometimes very remarkable. The attention of 
the patient is attracted by objects about him, which he follows in 
their movements with his eye ; when spoken to he turns towards 
the speaker, and seems to make an effort to reply, and it may be 
conceived that paralysis alone prevents his utterance : on closer 
investigation, however, it will be found that, though the attention 
be roused, the mind receives no impression, and the patient, 
though not insensible, is yet unconscious. 

When paralysis is not present, the patient seems to be asleep, 
breathing regularly and tranquilly, but he is found to be in a 
very deep sleep ; he is roused with great difficulty, and, without 
appearing to awake, he resists any attempts to move him in bed; 
he struggles when he is undressed; he pulls up the clothes about 
him when he is uncovered ; and even when thoroughly aroused, 
his mind is quite confused. Though unable to answer questions, 
or do as he is directed, he will make very distinct combined 
movements in changing his position in bed, and placing himself 
comfortably, as if he wished again to go to sleep. Here delirium. 
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or rather incoherence of mind, is evidently associated with partial 
unconsciousness. 

Of the conditions in which stupor is present, we find (a.) That it very often 
follows upon a regular epileptic seizure ; indeed, the sleep in which an epi- 
leptic fit almost always terminates may be said to be of this nature ; and, 
though generally very transient, it is occasionally prolonged even for days. 
(b.) It is also met with as the result of what has been termed transient apo- 
plexy, or of concussion : the position the patient was found in sometimes aids 
in determining whether the fall was the cause of the confusion of thought, or 
whether it happened in consequence of loss of consciousness. Any appear- 
ance of blood about the mouth, showing the tongue to have been bitten, would 
lead us to believe the attack had been one of epilepsy ; but in diagnosis, the 
distinction between epileptiform and apopleptic semi-coma is unimportant, and 
only demands consideration from the probability of recurrence in the one and 
the smaller chance of it in the other, (c.) Semi-coma from intoxication, or 
poisoning with opium, is not accompanied by the same degree of loss of con- 
sciousness. When the patient is thoroughly roused, he will indicate less va- 
cuity of mind, (d.) A comatose state sometimes commences very insidiously, 
without any complaint of particular ailment : there is a tendency to sleep ; 
the patient is awaked with difficulty, and when roused and speaking rationally, 
he breathes deeply and slowly, and seems to fall asleep even with his eyes 
open, during a pause in the conversation ; at first there is little confusion of 
thought, except momentarily, on awaking, but the coma gradually deepens, 
and is not unfrequently attended by convulsions. General ill health may have 
preceded it, but no particular derangement of any organ is traced in the his- 
tory. Such a condition points very certainly to albuminous urine, and poi- 
soning of the blood by the presence of urea; the probability would be stronger 
if anasarca had previously existed, but the point may generally be determined 
by examination of the urine. 

§ 3. Insomnia is a common attendant on most of those condi- 
tions with which delirium is associated. The report made of 
want of sleep by the patient himself is never to be depended upon, 
as to its amount, though he can generally say whether he have 
been asleep at all during the night or not, unless the mental 
faculties be completely obscured. Starting, or waking up sud- 
denly or in a fright, are phenomena less frequently relating to the 
brain than to the heart or stomach. In affections of the brain 
the question of most importance is whether sleeplessness preceded 
the delirium, or were only associated with it. 

§ 4. Delirium. — The term delirium, although generally applied 
to that wandering of mind which accompanies certain diseased 
states of the body, is equally applicable to the confusion of thought 
which supervenes on fixed delusion, and constitutes a paroxysm 
of acute mania. It is not our intention here to inquire into all 
the perversions of judgment, eccentricities of behavior, or altera- 
tions in the affections and moral feelings, which are met with in 
persons whose general health is not otherwise affected, and which 
give rise to the fearful apprehension that the mind is becoming 
unhinged; but it is necessary to allude to the phenomena attend- 
ing an attack of acute mania, in order to contrast them with those 
dependent on acute disease within the cramium. 
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_ The presence of delirium is shown by incoherence of expres- 
sion, traceable to hallucinations and illusions which have gene- 
rally a very fleeting character. Sometimes, however, they assume 
a continuous form, almost resembling fixed delusion. 

Incoherence is always combined with some degree of uncon- 
sciousness ; and it is worthy of consideration how far this proceeds 
from obtuseness of perception and is related to coma, how far 
from preoccupation of mind and confusion of thought. When 
m coma is complete, there can be no expression of delirium ; but 
when roused from a state of stupor, the patient may either be 
able to put out his tongue when desired to do so, and to give 
tolerably rational and consistent answers, or he may only reply 
by a vacant stare or an incoherent expression, showing that deli- 
rium is present as well as stupor. In delirium there may be the 
same impossibility of obtaining a rational answer, simply from 
preoccupation and incoherence : the question fails to give rise to 
any corresponding idea in the mind of the patient. This cha- 
racter of unconsciousness is very different from that depending 
on stupor ; it is often only partial, as indicated by his not recog- 
nizing individuals around him, and passing his feces and urine in 
bed, while an impression stronger than usual produces a rational 
act. During the time that he is talking or muttering to himself, 
or addressing fanciful persons whom he imagines to be near him, 
he may be recalled by firmness of manner to such a state of con- 
sciousness as to give a coherent answer, or to do as he is directed. 

One feature common to all forms of delirium is that restless- 
ness which prompts the patient to attempt to get out of bed, and 
this even when the strength is so exhausted, that the act might 
be supposed to be impossible. There is almost always distinct 
exacerbation at night, and this is most marked in the slightest 
cases. Delirium at night is often observed when there is no indi- 
cation of wandering of thought by day ; a patient who only mut- 
ters and talks by day will be noisy and unmanageable at night ; 
and it is perhaps only when mental excitement is at its highest 
pitch during the day that it does not appear to be increased as 
evening approaches. 

Under the term incoherence of expression we include all the 
inconsistent acts as well as words of delirium. These are as 
'varied as the illusions under which the unhappy patient labors ; 
but I think it may generally be observed that they are more up- 
roarious as the character of the delusion is more definite. Thus 
we find one patient noisy and violent, with difficulty kept in bed 
or restrained from doing a mischief to himself or others, but 
always governed by some prominent idea; another, who only 
mutters and rambles on in the most inconsistent manner; while a 
third is still and listless, either giving no answer at all or one 
wholly incongruous. All are liable to pass their feces and urine 
in bed ; not from unconsciousness of the act, but from ignorance 
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of its impropriety. In this view of the subject, the cases are 
sometimes classed as examples of active and passive forms of 
delirium. 

It is most important to remember that delirium is not evidence 
of inflammation, and that in by far the majority of cases it is 
not accompanied by any inflammatory action at all within the 
cranium. The history of the case and the correlative symptoms 
must be carefully studied, because it is so constantly a concomi- 
tant of other diseases. 

a. It occurs in most severe attacks of fever. 

b. It is constant in delirium tremens. 

c. It is often associated with inflammation of some other organ, 
causing alteration in the blood, of which pneumonia is perhaps 
the most common. 

d. It may supervene in the course of acute rheumatism, or 
erysipelas. 

e. When the disease is confined to the brain, it may be linked 
with the tubercular diathesis ; 

, /. Or it may depend on simple inflammation. 

g. It may be an evidence of maniacal affection. 

During the existence of delirium all the organs will require 
closer investigation to elicit evidence of disease, than when the 
symptoms are unassociated with mental phenomena, because they 
are so much obscured by the unconsciousness of the patient to 
sensations of pain or distress; thus, an individual suffering from 
acute rheumatism will make movements in his delirium, which 
would have been exquisitely painful to him if his perception had 
not been blunted ; or one laboring under severe pneumonia or 
phthisis will cease to cough or suffer any inconvenience from the 
accumulation of secretion in the lungs. These points ought 
never to be overlooked. 

a. In fever the delirium is very often of a quiet character, with considerable 
prostration, inattention to surrounding objects, and unconnected muttering 
and rambling ; sometimes, however, the patient is very noisy and excited, and 
can scarcely be kept in bed, and this especially happens when the functions 
of the liver are disordered. It follows upon the insomnia of the early stages, 
coming on at first only at night, and continuing throughout to have nocturnal 
exacerbations ; there is great insensibility to external impressions, and fre- 
quently marked deafness. In addition to these characters of the delirium, 
there are the special indications of fever as distinct from those of inflamma- 
tion; the eyes are dull and suffused, not brilliant and ferretv, the movements 
are feeble and tremulous, and the pulse is essentially weak and soft: these 
characters have been already detailed. (Hoc Chap. IV. I 1, Continued Fever.) 

b. In delirium tremens it is accompanied by peculiar, hurried movements 
and muscular tremor; but there is also some'thing in the character of the 
delirium quite distinctive ; the mind generally runs upon one subject which is 
attended with anxiety or distress, either upon some business engagement 
which cannot be fulfilled, or on the presence of some disagreeable or disgust- 
ing object— some creature crawling about the bed, some horrible death's head 
staring at the patient. It is a busy and active, but not a violent, delirium : 
the patient is generally ready enough to do as he is told, will for the moment, 
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perhaps, abandon his imaginary pursuit to answer questions apparently in a 
rational manner, and put out his tongue when desired; but quite as often he 
still keeps hold of the bedclothes under the idea that they are some other 
object, and while answering the questions addressed to him, continues to issue 
orders to some of his imaginary subordinates. There is always great restless- 
ness ; getting out of bed, pulling about the bedclothes, constant talking, gene- 
rally in a loud tone of voice, the same definite object always predominating 
in the mind, to the entire exclusion of surrounding realities. Sleeplessness is 
an invariable precursor of this form of delirium, preceding by some days its 
full development, but the nocturnal exacerbations are rarely so marked as in 
fever. 

The moist, creamy tongue, the soft pulse, and perspiring skin are most im- 
portant indications, because they not only materially aid the diagnosis, but 
form the basis of rational treatment. 

c. The delirium of pneumonia very closely resembles that of fever ; but 
when it occurs in persons of dissipated habits, may more nearly approach to 
delirium tremens ; just as happens when such persons meet with severe inju- 
ries, or suffer from erysipelas or rheumatism. Hence the delirium itself does 
not aid our diagnosis, inasmuch as its causes, and consequently its manifesta- 
tions, are so analogous : when resembling that of fever, the pneumonia has 
an adynamic type like the common continued fever of the present day, and to 
the accompanying condition of the blood the delirium is due ; while, when it 
approaches in character to delirium tremens, the impression made on the 
nervous system by habits of dissipation acts as the predisposing cause, and 
the pneumonia merely takes the place of any other depressing influence in 
exciting the delirium. 

The impoi'tant point in diagnosis is, that the pneumonia should not be over- 
looked ; and a correct opinion will in all cases very much depend on systematic 
investigation, when delirium is "present along with internal inflammation. The 
history must be carefully inquired into, the general symptoms weighed, and 
the conditions of all the organs closely examined into. In the absence of more 
decided symptoms, quick breathing, a dusky flush on the face, and especially 
rusty sputa, are unlike fever; dryness of the tongue and smallness of the 
pulse, unlike genuine delirium tremens. 

Inflammation of the heart is another important condition which must be 
sought for in obscure cases of delirium. It is probable that, in cases where 
this has been found as the sole evidence of disease, the true explanation is 
rather to be sought in the association which has next to be studied. 

d. Delirium supervening in the course of acute rheumatism and erysipelas. 
These forms of delirium may be taken together, because there is alleged to be 
in each an occasional metastasis to the brain ; in the latter the preceding state 
cannot be mistaken, but in the former the occurrence of inflammation of the 
heart may be accompanied by a retrocession of the affections of the joints, or 
may even be almost the only organ which rheumatism attacks ; in the present 
state of our knowledge we must look upon idiopathic inflammation of that 
organ as being at least extremely rare. 

It is quite certain that delirium of a very active character may occur in 
both these disorders without any inflammation of the brain. In acute rheu- 
matism it generally commences as a slight wandering at night, or is at first 
only marked by some peculiarity of manner ; it then passes rapidly into deli- 
rium of a noisy kind, which is often accompanied by great obstinacy and re- 
fusal to answer questions or to take food and medicine, and sometimes by local 
or general spasm ; after a partial or complete remission, the delirium is apt to 
recur, and it then passes, in fatal cases, into coma and death. In erysipelas, 
it has a less active character generally ; it has much analogy to that observed 
in fever ; beginning with the same wandering at night, it passes into the low 
muttering and rambling form, and rarely assumes a noisy character ; in fatal 
cases, this also terminates in coma. In persons of dissipated habits and dila- 
pidated constitutions, the delirium attendant on both of these diseases more 
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commonly simulates delirium tremens ; and this is an important point in diag- 
nosis, because it decides the question at once of whether there be inflamma- 
tion of the brain or not. It is certain, under such circumstances, that the 
delirium is not due to metastasis. 

Metastasis, in the true sense of the word, must be exceedingly rare in ery- 
sipelas ; it may be conceived, but is not known as part of its clinical history; 
I mean the disappearance of the swelling and redness of the part coincidently 
with the incursion of head-symptoms. On the other hand, considering the 
nature of the disease, that it is not associated with exudation of lymph but 
of serum, it is quite possible that serous effusion may be due to extension of 
erysipelatous inflammation to the membranes of the brain ; but it is quite as 
probable that the delirium is merely the evidence of altered conditions of blood, 
of the circulation, and of the nervous energy, as in the other forms already 
noticed ; and this is the more likely, because it exists without as well as with 
effusion. In diagnosis, we have only to remember that the delirium of ery- 
sipelas is not associated with inflammation of the structure of the brain, or 
with such inflammation of its membranes as leads to effusion of lymph or of 
pus ; because this is the all-important point in treatment. 

In rheumatism, again, something very like metastasis to the heart occurs, 
and, therefore, there may be something like metastasis to the brain ; the dis- 
ease is essentially erratic. But in by far the larger number of cases we are 
sure that the delirium does not depend on metastasis, because rheumatic in- 
flammation of the joints, of the heart, and of the pleura, is accompanied by 
exudation of lymph, and rheumatic inflammation of the membranes of the 
brain should be similarly evidenced by the presence of lymph. Post-mortem 
examinations prove that this is very rare indeed ; and we are, therefore, jus- 
tified in assuming that, unless the evidence of inflammation within the cra- 
nium derived from other sources be very decided, delirium, following upon or 
accompanying acute rheumatism, is to be classed along with that of fever, of 
pneumonia, of erysipelas, and to be taken merely as evidence of blood-poison- 
ing ; and this so much the more certainly if there be no retrocession of the 
affection of the joints, or if it have been preceded by inflammation of the 
heart. 

In one of the less acute forms of rheumatism, the synovial membrane is 
distended with serum, not with lymph, and several cases are on record in 
which the sudden disappearance of the effusion in the joint has been followed 
by an equally sudden occurrence of effusion in the brain. In these cases the 
symptoms were rather of coma or stupor than delirium ; they, perhaps, are 
the only real instances of metastasis met with in practice. 

e. Delirium, when not symptomatic of disease in the blood, 
or in other organs acting through the blood, must be taken as 
indicative of changes going on within the cranium. It will be 
best first to consider that condition which is linked with the tuber- 
cular diathesis, in order that, by a process of exclusion, we may 
arrive at those which are uncomplicated. The association be- 
tween tubercles and inflammation of the brain was first clearly 
recognized in what is called the acute hydrocephalus of child- 
hood ; it is not necessary that actual deposit of scrofulous matter 
within the cranium should take place, though it be frequently 
found there after death. Delirium is by no means a constant 
accompaniment of hydrocephalus; in fact, in early childhood, 
before the reasoning powers are developed, it is not only difficult 
to take cognizance of such a state, but experience teaches that 
the disturbance is more likely to be manifested by convulsions 
than by mental phenomena. 



DELIRIUM OF CEREBRAL DISEASE. 153 

The association, however, is not limited to childhood ; in youth, 
or even in adult age, the same condition of inflammation accom- 
panies the tubercular diathesis, and must be presumed to spring 
from it. Here, delirium is one of the earliest symptoms of the 
disease ; its character sometimes resembles that of fever, and then 
the diagnosis is extremely difficult, because all the general symp- 
toms of fever are present ; the pulse is quick, the skin hot, the 
tongue coated, and the bowels relaxed ; like fever, the tubercular 
diathesis is apt to be associated with diarrhoea, ending in ulcera- 
tion ; as in fever, too, the pulse is essentially weak, and tends to 
be rapid ; it is only distinguished by its great variableness. Pain 
in the head is more constant, there is often much heat externally, 
and the delirium is more pronounced and more constant ; in its 
commencement it is not so distinctly a nocturnal state with total 
remission by day as in fever, and it is generally developed earlier 
in the disease. Such circumstances must at least lead to inquiry 
whether there be any evidence of tubercle. 

The delirium sometimes assumes quite a different form ; it is 
such as has been called passive delirium ; there is scarcely any 
talking or restlessness ; the patient lies in a partially unconscious 
state, taking little note of surrounding objects ; confused in his 
ideas, answering either not at all, or in a very unintelligible man- 
ner, any question put to him, and unable correctly to describe his 
condition or his sensations ; he passes his urine and feces invol- 
untarily, and is with great difficulty induced to put out his tongue 
and to take his food or his medicine ; the tongue is less generally 
coated, sometimes tolerably clean, occasionally unnaturally raw 
and glazed. 

In the further progress of the disease, symptoms of pressure on 
the brain develop themselves in either case ; there is dilatation of 
the pupil, and the supervention of coma, not from sheer exhaus- 
tion, but as the effect of active effusion. 

The history of the case generally records ill health of some- 
standing; the more acute attack has been insidious; the febrile 
symptoms have not set in suddenly with rigor and general de- 
pression ; there has been marked pain of the head and delirium, 
as a very early symptom. It is to be remembered that we are 
not now speaking of the diagnosis of scrofulous inflammation, but 
of the delirium occasionally accompanying it. which is especially 
seen in youth and adult age : in such cases this mode of incursion 
is the usual one, though the disease may also set in, as it does 
more frequently in childhood, by severe vomiting and constipation, 
or by convulsions. As it is in the lungs that we can most surely 
trace the development of tubercle, it is to these organs that we 
must especially look for aid in our diagnosis ; the condition of 
the abdominal viscera must also be inquired into ; and we note 
the occurrence of haemoptysis, or the liability to diarrhoea, as 
important features in the narrative of the case. 
. 11 
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/. Although delirium can by no means be taken as evidence 
of inflammation in the brain, it is a very constant symptom when 
the superficial structure and membranes are the seat of acute 
inflammatory action. The diagnosis, however, rests less on the 
presence of delirium than on other points to be noticed hereafter: 
it is generally of a more violent kind than any yet referred to, 
and more resembles acute mania ; the patient is noisy and un- 
manageable, attempts to get out of bed, tosses the bedclothes 
about in confusion, and would often injure himself or others if 
not restrained : it is less characterized by fixed delusion than by 
wild shouting and screaming ; it is usually impossible to obtain 
an answer to any question, or to fix the attention on anything 
that is said. 

When such a condition exists, we seek for evidence of inflam- 
mation in quickness of pulse, flushing of face, throbbing of tem- 
poral arteries, intolerance of light or of sound, indications of spasm, 
convulsions, or paralysis, history of pain, vomiting, and constipa- 
tion. (See Chap. XIII. § 2.) 

g. The Delirium of Insanity. — Cerebral pathology is yet so 
entirely at fault in the correct association of certain mental states 
with special change of nervous structure, that no attempt will be 
made to classify the various features of mania ; the question of 
diagnosis need not be further pursued than to point out the dis- 
tinctions between the delirium, which is a symptom of recognized 
conditions of disease, and that which is more properly, in the 
present state of our knowledge, considered as merely mental. 
Neither does it 'come within the scope of a manual of "diagnosis 
to discuss whether or not alienation or perversion can be predi- 
cated of mind, independently of disease of the organ of mind ; 
but there seems to be no greater difficulty in acknowledging this 
possibility than in confessing to the truth which Eevelation teaches, 
of the fallen and imperfect condition of the mind of man, as a 
moral and responsible creature. And as it is possible, by purely 
physical processes, to correct perversions of the moral faculties. 
and by similar means to restore the mental faculties in what is 
called the moral treatment of the insane, a curious analogy is 
thus established between them. It is enough for us that the terms 
mental alienation, insanity, or unsoundness of mind are used to 
designate conditions different from those which we are acquainted 
with, as diseases of the brain. 

As these terms imply, the prominent character of the state we 
are now discussing is an aberration of the reasoning faculties, the 
patient is unable to form a correct judgment on ordinary premises; 
and this may be limited to some particular subjects, or may apply, 
more or less, to all. But, besides the inability to reason correctly, 
there is generally a coexistent perversion of some particular fa- 
culty, moral or intellectual, or of some one of the affections, 
giving in each case its peculiar stamp to the form of insanity, 
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and perhaps the only real cause why the judgment is erroneous. 
From this perversion springs the fixed delusion so often present 
in the insane — a false idea permanently engrafted in the mind, 
which, in its turn, leads to the production of hallucinations and 
illusions : these are independent of delirium, which we are now 
considering as a symptom of acute mania. When this condition 
is superadded, all the ideas are thrown into confusion, the fixed 
delusion itself may for a time be lost, or be in abeyance, or may 
acquire greatly increased force ; some other prominent idea may 
take possession of the mind ; or there may be perfect incoherence. 
The delirium of insanity exactly corresponds, in these respects, 
to the delirium of disease, and is only more distinct and more 
exalted. It comes nearest to that of acute inflammation, with 
which it is often exactly identical ; and the diagnosis must be 
based on the mode of incursion and the indications derived from 
other symptoms. 

When the attack has been ushered in by perversion of the 
affections, alterations in temper or spirits, or by peculiarity of 
manner in acting or speaking, especially when these can be traced 
to some cause of anxiety, bad news, or sudden fright, it is pro- 
bably mania. Now and then, if the reports of friends may be 
trusted, cases of delirium tremens commence in a similar manner ; 
and we must guard against such a mistake by ascertaining whether 
there have been dissipation or excess prior to its occurrence. If 
due regard be had to those symptoms referable to the " general 
state" of the patient, the skin, the pulse, and the tongue, faulty 
diagnosis, which cannot always be avoided in diseases of the brain, 
will not lead to errors in treatment ; rational as opposed to empi- 
rical remedies, can alone give satisfactory results. 

So likewise, in discriminating the delirium of acute inflamma- 
tion from that of acute mania, besides that light which is thrown 
on the case by the ascertained absence of peculiarity or perversion 
of ideas prior to its appearance, still more information may be 
gained by a strict examination of all the symptoms yet to be 
detailed, which point to inflammation of the brain as their cause. 

As we shall not have another opportunity for discussing the subject of 
insanity, a few remarks on its more general features may not be inappropriate 
in this 'place. Its forms are very varied : the patient may be morose, taciturn, 
or reserved ; or he may be loquacious, noisy, or u&manageable ; any one or 
more of the faculties and affections may be the especial seat of the disease ; 
his delusions may be fixed and invariable, or may comprehend a constantly 
changing series of fancies ; and these, again, are Usually accompanied by the 
presence of hallucinations and illusions— mental impressions which seem to 
the patient to be produced by objects affecting his senses, when in truth they 
originate in the mind itself. These imaginings of the insane are very different 
from what may be more properly termed alterations in sensibility : in the latter 
the force of true impressions on the nerves is exaggerated or diminished in 
intensity, or their character is confused and indistinct ; in the former, the 
mental conception is referred to the organs of sense, where impressions are 
felt exactly analogous to those which would be received if the corresponding 
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object had a real existence ; in the one the sensations are vague and ill-defined, 
in the other they seem distinct and clear. 

In the strict application of terms, the word hallucination implies that no 
object is present to stimulate the organ to which the idea formed in the mind 
is referred ; while in illusions, existing objects, which in the first instance pro- 
duce the stimulus, are clothed by the mind in characters more or less foreign 
to their true nature, and these are so inextricably blended with the sensation 
originally produced, as to give rise to the belief that the resulting idea is 
wholly derived from an external impression. 

Morbid fancies are not limited to insanity ; but when the judgment is per- 
verted or lost, they are not corrected by the force of true impressions opposed 
to them, and hence their permanence and domination in insanity and delirium. 

In mental affections the patient is usually out of health, but there are no 
general symptoms invariably present: the tongue is often foul, the bowels 
confined, and during the paroxysm of acute mania the pulse may be somewhat 
accelerated, but we seek in vain for evidence of inflammation, for convulsion, 
or paralysis, except when imbecility succeeds epilepsy, or paralysis accom- 
panies fatuity ; the symptoms referable to the nervous system neither betray 
increased sensibility, nor loss of power, but consist of deceptions of the nerves 
of sense, delusions regarding external objects, and false impressions of the 
condition of the whole body, or of some particular organ. The main distinc- 
tion between the false impressions of the insane, and those of the hypochon- 
driac or dyspeptic, is that the belief in their reality in the one case implies an 
absurdity which the patient's knowledge of the laws of nature would be suffi- 
cient to detect and expose, were he of sound mind ; in the other the conception 
is not irrational according to his amount of information on the subject. The 
most prominent exception to this general rule of diagnosis is found in the 
condition of puerperal mania, which seems to hold a place somewhat inter- 
mediate between mental alienation and the delirium of disease, being allied to 
the former in the perversion of the affections and the reason, and the absence 
of distinct signs of disease, while it is assimilated to the latter in its coinci- 
dence with the peculiar state, of health belonging to pregnancy and parturition. 
Its diagnosis cannot be based upon any peculiarity in the manifestation of the 
mental phenomena, but simply on the fact of its occurring during the puerperal 
state, and occasionally after prolonged lactation, when perhaps it is rather to 
be regarded as mania occurring in a condition of anaemia, than mania asso- 
ciated with pregnancy. In its commencement there is almost always delirium ; 
after its subsidence the patient remains in a condition of temporary unsound- 
ness of mind : undoubtedly faulty nutrition is one of the antecedent circum- 
stances, but there is something more — hereditary tendency, insanity in other 
members of the family, or individual predisposition, as indicated by repeated 
attacks in successive pregnancies ; at all events it is alike different from the 
blood-poisoning of fevers, inflammations, &c, and from delirium depending on 
change of structure in the brain. 

Division II. — Alterations of Sensibility. 

Sensation may be morbidly- keen, or it may be obtuse and even 
entirely lost, or it may be perverted ; each of these conditions 
extends, more or less, to the whole nervous system, or is limited 
to particular organs. With reference to all alterations of sensi- 
bility, a distinction must be made between pain and tenderness : 
the one denotes the existence of some unusual stimulus, the other 
indicates increased susceptibility to any impression; they are 
often present together in various conditions of disease (e. g., local 
inflammations), and Ave are apt to consider them as only different 
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expressions of the same nervous phenomena. When they are 
taken as symptoms of cerebral disease, and when no local cause 
exists in the part in which the phenomenon is present, it is still 
more important to remember the exact idea which each conveys : 
the one is to be regarded as perverted sensation ; the other as 
morbid sensibility. 

§ 1. General Alterations of Sensibility. — General tenderness of 
surface is not a symptom of much consequence when standing 
alone ; it is then commonly the result of hysteria, or mere nerv- 
ous excitability ; if associated with causeless anxiety, depression, 
or dread, or with irascibility of temper or great elevation of spirits, 
it points to insanity. 

Sensibility generally diminished is probably never seen except 
as the result of mental alienation, or as combined with general 
paralysis ; but it must be remembered that it is not by any means 
a necessary concomitant of paralysis. 

Perverted sensations affecting the whole system are similarly 
best seen in cases of mental delusion. Analogous phenomena 
are observed in the sensation of heat complained of by patients 
in Asiatic cholera, while the whole body is sensibly cold ; in the 
sensation of chilliness in fever, when the skin is morbidly hot to 
the touch ; and in the extreme cold and shivering of ague, or of 
severe rigor. The tingling and formication of jaundice, and 
similar sensations produced by the action of certain substances 
in peculiar idiosyncrasies, are scarcely to be regarded in the same 
light. The only one which really bears on our present subject is 
that general sensation of pain and malaise which cannot be local- 
ized by the patient, and is not to be accounted for by the condi- 
tion of the blood, as in fever ; this symptom is not to be lightly 
disregarded, and is often the precursor of more serious lesions of 
the nervous system. 

§ 2. Alterations in the Sense of Sight. — Of local conditions, none 
deserve more consideration than those presented by the organs of 
vision, where the pupil so readily exhibits the increased or dimin- 
ished sensibility of the retina, independent of the patient's voli- 
tion. They consist of — 

a. Difference of size of the pupils on either side, which may 
with certainty be regarded as evidence of severe lesion of one- 
half of the brain ; it usually results from partial or complete in- 
sensibility of one retina, and very rarely from increased suscep- 
tibility or irritability : in the majority of instances it is a dilatation 
of one pupil, and not a contraction of the other. 

b. Morbid contraction of both pupils, associated either with (1) 
intolerance of light, pointing to inflammatory action ; or (2) with 
insensibility more or less marked, especially seen in coma and 
narcotism ; or (3) simply with increased irritability, the pupils 
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dilating pretty freely when light is withdrawn, but contracting 
unduly on its admission. 

c. Morbid dilatation of both pupils : (1) with insensibility com- 
plete, indicating pressure equally affecting both hemispheres, and 
hence most commonly seen in effusion of fluid in the ventricles ; 
(2) with oscillating movements when light is withdrawn, and again 
suddenly admitted — a condition most commonly found in the 
transition stage from inflammation to exudation in the hydro- 
cephalic forms of disease ; (3) with sluggish movements, which 
only show an obtuseness in the perception of light, and the ex- 
citement of reflex action, the pupil dilating largely, and contract- 
ing feebly when light is withdrawn and again admitted — a com- 
mon condition in fever ; (4) a similar state of the pupil is also 
produced by belladonna, hyoscyamus, &c. 

Dilatation of the pupil, with insensibility of the retina, exists in amaurosis, 
and the distinction between blindness resulting from disease of the nerve and 
that which is consequent on disease of the brain is to be sought in other symp- 
toms of disordered innervation. 

The point to be studied is the effect of the sudden admission of light after 
its exclusion. When no change at all occurs, sight is lost, whether in con- 
traction or dilatation ; but the movement may be so slight as to escape obser- 
vation. Jn contraction, intolerance of light, or a sense of pain on it s admis- 
sion, is to be carefully noted ; in dilatation we have to watch for evidence of the 
existence of vision when the patient is unable to express his own sensations. 

Increased irritability, seen in rapid contraction and full dilatation on the 
admission or exclusion of light, stands exactly opposed to sluggish action ; 
the one indicates exalted, the other depressed, nervous energy. It is very re- 
markable how the presence of some object producing an unusual degree of 
attention in a patient who is listless and depressed, such, for instance, as the 
entrance of a friend or near relative, may immediately restore the pupils for a 
time to their normal excitability. In examining the condition of the pupil, it 
is of the greatest importance that light should be excluded from both eyes at 
the same tim#, in order to judge correctly of the effect of the stimulus upon 
either when it is again admitted. 

d. Perversions of the sense of vision have less definite relations 
to conditions of brain. The most important are : (1) double 
vision, especially when not associated with strabismus, which 
comes more properly under the head of muscular movements ; 
(2) dimness and haziness of vision, partial loss of sight when a 
portion of an object is lost and seems to be cut off, muscse voli- 
tantes, and ocular spectra ; (3) hallucinations and illusions, in 
which unreal objects are seen, or natural objects are clothed in 
unreal shapes, the constant accompaniments of delirium. The 
first division is that which demands the most attention, as being 
probably indicative of cerebral disease; the whole of those classed 
in the second division are more commonly observed in sympa- 
thetic or functional disturbance ; the third are the results of deli- 
rium or mental alienation ; ocular spectra are distinguished from 
them by their accompanying states of perfect consciousness and 
reason, when the evidence of the other senses proves to the 
individual the non-existence of the object. 
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§ 3. Indications derived from the Sense of Hearing. — These are 
much less numerous, and, though often dependent on mere local 
causes, some of them are not without value. 

a. Deafness supervening in the course of a febrile attack, as in- 
dicating diminished sensibility of the brain, is almost certainly 
an evidence that the disease is fever and not inflammation. Ex- 
treme degrees of deafness are sometimes produced by pressure. 

6. Deafness of long standing in a person suddenly attacked by 
febrile disorder, should always lead to inquiries into the state of 
the ear. Disease located there is very apt to excite inflammation 
within the cranium ; it is commonly accompanied by pain and 
purulent or fetid discharge. For the same reason, when pain is 
present, we ought to inquire into the existence of deafness, or any 
other evidence of disease; and thus a history of scarlatina, as 
antecedent to the deafness, is very instructive. 

c. Intolerance of sound or noise is a valuable symptom of great 
nervous irritability. 

d. Less importance is to be attached to the existence of tinni- 
tus aurium, of unnatural sounds and noises, or voices. The for- 
mer may exist along with disease of the brain ; the latter are 
more commonly referable to a mental state; but both are not un- 
frequently the result of mere local affection. 

§ 4. Special Alterations of Sensibility.- — Perversion and loss of 
the senses of taste and smell are comparatively unimportant with 
reference to disease of the brain ; they are generally dependent 
on some morbid condition of the nerve or the mucous membrane. 
Alterations of common sensation in other organs derive their 
chief significance from our being able to determine whether the 
affection be limited to the filamentous extremities of the nerves, 
or be produced by some cause acting upon their main trunks, or 
be connected with disease of the nervous centres. "We have to 
consider the condition of the parts to which the nerve is distri- 
buted, and the relation of the affection to its ramifications. When 
the sensation is referred to the terminations of one nerve, we have 
to observe whether any perceptible change of texture in the organ 
to which it is distributed can account for its existence ; when no 
such cause exists, we have to inquire whether the sensation be 
limited to the branches of that nerve, or extend to others having 
a similar origin. Those which have especial reference to the 
central structures are such as affect the entire half of the body, 
or extend equally to either side; those limited to the nerves will 
again occupy our attention (see Chap. XVI.); but it may be here 
remarked that local fixed pain often accompanies the early stages 
of chronic disease of the brain, especially in organs not otherwise 
the subjects of common sensation, such, for example, as hyperes- 
thesia of the organs of 'the abdomen. It may be quite impossi- 
ble to show the cause of this connection, and the fact cannot, 
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therefore, be made available for the purposes of diagnosis ; but it 
is well that it should be borne in mind, that its weight may not 
be lost in considering other symptoms of disease. 

Pain of the head and giddiness are among the local alterations 
of sensibility which frequently accompany disease of the brain, 
and yet they are the least to be relied upon : not only do they 
continually fail in giving notice of mischief going on within the 
cranium, but they are associated with so many other disorders, 
that in by far the greater number of instances they do not point 
to any serious lesion. Thus they are to be met with in dyspepsia 
and constipation, and in almost all the disorders of the digestive 
and assimilative processes ; they constantly coexist with disorder 
of the circulation, disease of the heart, anaemia, and plethora, 
whether the head be too freely or too scantily supplied with 
blood : they are frequently associated with altered conditions of 
the blood itself, in fever, inflammation, chronic blood ailments, &c. 

These belong to what we call functional disturbance of the brain : if rightly 
considered, they ought not to give rise to any important misconception ; for 
in every instance the organ in which concomitant symptoms of disorder exist, 
ought to be carefully examined. For example, we know that vomiting and' 
constipation are very often secondary to inflammation of the brain ; and if 
for a moment this circumstance be forgotten, and the attention be directed 
only to the local derangement, we find nothing there sufficient to account for 
the inflammatory fever which is going on; the tenderness of abdominal in- 
flammation is entirely wanting : on the other hand, in dyspeptic headache, 
however intense the pain, the evidence of inflammation cannot be traced, but 
the liability to disorder of the stomach is a fact easily made out. Useful informa- 
tion may be obtained in cases in which there is a possible connection between 
the head symptoms and disordered circulation or disease of blood, by inquir- 
ing whether the pain be relieved or aggravated by assuming the horizontal 
posture. If the general symptoms be only those of fever we shall have more 
difficulty in determining whether the altered sensibility be caused by the fever, 
or whether it point to some more serious lesion, and ought to teach us that 
the fever itself is only symptomatic. 

It must not be forgotten that the pain is sometimes external to the skull ; 
rheumatic, with tenderness of the skin and rheumatism in other parts ; in- 
flammation of the scalp, in commencing erysipelas or disease of bone, 
inflamed pericranium, &c. 

In all the functional disorders of the nervous system we must be careful 
neither too hastily to conclude that they are limited to the nerves to which 
the sensations are referred, nor too ready to ascribe them to disease of the 
central organs ; there are no such cases occurring in practice which are not 
occasionally associated with either condition. 

Division III.— Alterations in Muscular Movement. 

Indications derived from the muscular system divide themselves 
into irregular or involuntary movements, and loss of power: 
spasms, convulsions, and palsy. Some of these conditions have 
been already enumerated, but they must be again cited, in order 
to contrast them with those which are essentially connected with 
disease of the brain: they belong to objective "phenomena, and 
are symptoms which can hardly escape observation. 
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§ 1. Spasmodic Action. — The slightest, but not the least import- 
ant form of this affection is seen in the muscular twitchings of 
fever, as subsultus : it is at first only indicated by a tremulous 
movement in performing any voluntary act, caused by the irregu- 
lar action of the muscles combined in its performance, and differ- 
ing in some measure from the tremor of mere weakness by this 
irregularity : iu a further stage of the fever it is more constant, 
and such movements of the muscles of the arm are almost always 
seen : at an advanced period it is combined with delirium, assum- 
ing the character of " fioccitatio," a picking at the bedclothes, 
performed in this tremulous and irregular manner. It does not 
prove that there is any peculiarity in the fever poison, but only 
that the brain and nerves are especially acted upon by it. Tremor 
also characterizes the muscular movement in delirium tremens ; 
in this condition there is less irregularity of action, and every 
motion is performed in a hurried manner, with marked energy 
and activity, while in fever they are all essentially slow and apa- 
thetic. 

"When the muscular twitchings are more spasmodic or convul- 
sive in character, and there is delirium or loss of consciousness, 
we have reason to suspect more serious mischief; they are in 
such circumstances often confined to one side of the body, or 
more marked on one than on the other ; not unfrequently paralysis 
of one side is seen associated with spasmodic twitchings of the 
other. In such affections imperfect co-ordination of muscular 
movement is associated with some irritation of nerve-fibre which 
stimulates the muscles to action. 

Loss of voluntary control is also a phenomenon of chorea, in 
the form of irregular jactitation of the whole body, of the vari- 
ous limbs, or only of one of them ; the movements are more 
spasmodic than convulsive ; the muscles act, not simultaneously, 
but severally, in opposition to, or uncontrolled by volition. 

The absence of delirium or stupor in this instance, proves that 
no serious lesion of the brain exists, and leaves it undecided in 
what part of the nervous tracts the irritation is seated. 

General convulsion is a more fearful form of spasm ; the mus- 
cles of the whole body are thrown into violent and irresistible 
contraction, which produces contortions of the features and move- 
ments of the limbs ; volition is lost, consciousness is suspended, 
contraction of one set of muscles is immediately followed by that 
of their antagonists, in consequence of which the body may be 
thrown by an almost superhuman strength from one side to ano- 
ther ; the feces, the urine, and the semen, are often involuntarily 
evacuated. General convulsions occur in various forms of brain 
disease, but attain their greatest severity in the distressing attacks 
of the regular epileptic ; the great distinction between epilepsy 
and convulsion will be found in the context of symptoms ; at its 
first incursion, the patient attacked with epilepsy seems to be in 
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perfect health before his seizure; when it has passed, there is 
nothing beyond a feeling of languor for a day or two, or muscular 
soreness from violent action, to show that he has passed through 
the struggle ; he once more appears to be free from disease ; in 
its later stages the history of recurring attacks leaves no room 
for doubt. When dependent on other diseases, convulsions do 
not stand alone, but are found in connection with a febrile state, 
with delirium, or with stupor. (See Chap. XIII. § 5.) 

Children are particularly liable to convulsions ; irritation of the 
nervous system is with them very apt to produce the affection, 
and teething, disordered digestion, or intestinal worms are its 
common causes; but we must remember that it is not unfrequently 
the first symptom by which the attention of parents or nurses is 
drawn to the existence of insidious inflammation. In adults 
there is generally some previous history when convulsion is a 
symptom of disease of the brain ; still it does occasionally occur 
as the first manifestation of fatal effusion of serum in the ventri- 
cles, in consequence of the very same sort of inflammation as the 
hydrocephalus of childhood. Convulsion is also a very usual 
symptom of blood-poisoning, in cases of albuminuria. 

Spasm is the prominent feature of tetanus ; muscular rigidity 
more frequently occurs in connection with disease of the brain : 
it sometimes supervenes on paralysis, causing permanent contrac- 
tion, or it remains as a consequence of convulsion, especially in 
childhood ; in other instances it arises slowly and spontaneously 
in long-protracted disease, and in such circumstances it must be 
regarded as a serious symptom. 

Strabismus occasionally exists as a condition of muscular spasm, 
but is more commonly due to paralysis. It is one of the incidents 
in general convulsion, and is transient, except when followed by 
paralysis of the antagonistic muscle. In inflammation within the 
cranium it is frequently produced by irritation of the origin of 
the motor nerves, and is then a very common cause of double 
vision. 

§ 2. Paralysis, as a symptom of disease of the brain, must be 
studied especially with relation to its extent and duration, and 
also the mode of its incursion. It is one of those disorders which, 
in a truly scientific classification, could find no place except as a 
symptom of disease; but we are met by the impossibility of 
ascertaining the exact condition of the nervous structures during 
life, and we also know that, while it is dependent on a great variety 
of causes, its features present characters which are constant and 
invariable ; thus in some cases we cannot get beyond the fact of 
paralysis being present, while in others, the primary cause having 
been removed, the function of the muscles only remains in abey- 
ance until they are roused by the repeated application of some 
local stimulus. It has therefore seemed necessary to assign to it 
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a separate place in our classification (see Chap. XV.), and then 
the question of its causes and extent will be more fully examined. 
We may here remark that paralysis of cranial nerves must be 
more important than that of solitary nerves in any other part of 
the body, because the lesion is so much the more likely to be 
within the skull, and similarly, either hemiplegia or paraplegia, 
extending to the nerves originating next to the foramen magnum, 
is more serious than when either disease is limited to the lower 
limbs. Again, hemiplegia is more important than paraplegia, 
because the two hemispheres of the brain are more distinct than 
the two halves of the spinal cord, and affections of one side are 
therefore more likely to have a cranial than a spinal origin. 

The fact of the paralysis being complete or incomplete, does 
not so much affect the situation of the lesion as its character, and 
is chiefly of importance because the one is a reality about which 
there can be no question, while the other may either be overlooked 
by the observer or may be simulated by diseased imagination or 
perverted will. It is to be remembered that we are only dealing 
now with one symptom, and if we are to attain to correct diag- 
nosis we must compare it with the other evidence of cerebral 
disease, and not hastily conclude that, because the apparent para- 
lysis is such as might have a cranial origin, this is any sufficient 
ground for assuming its existence. 

Ptosis is a symptom not readily to be passed over : difficulty 
in articulation, thickness of speech, stammering and stuttering or 
hesitation, in persons who have had no such previous affection, 
are also of much importance in relation to disease of the brain, 
indicating, as all these do, some affection of cranial nerves. Their 
anatomical relations may help us to trace the point at which dis- 
eased action is going on ; and where two or more nerves issuing 
by different foramina are simultaneously affected, we have at 
least strong presumptive evidence that the cause of the paralysis 
lies within the cranium. 

Strabismus again comes under consideration, as it often is due 
to paralysis. We have to inquire whether it be recent or of old 
standing : in its chronic state there is generally retraction of one 
muscle with elongation of its antagonist, which is of no moment 
as a symptom of disease now going on, as it is either the remnant 
of some convulsive attack in childhood, or the consequence of 
some defect of vision; in its recent state it is very frequently the 
evidence of irritation and muscular spasm, but is also occasionally 
seen along with paralysis of other cranial nerves, as the effect of 
pressure, e. g., along with dilatation of the corresponding pupil. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

DISEASES OF THE BRAIN. 

History — Acute and Chronic — Antecedent States — § 1. Scrofulous 
or tubercular Inflammation — In Infancy — its Early Stage — its 
Advanced Stage — In Adults — its Association with Phthisis — Tu- 
bercles in the Brain — § 2. Simple Inflammation — its Causes and 
Characters — its Locality ^% 3. Chronic Disease — Distinguished 
by its History and Symptoms — § 4. Apoplexy — Characters of the 
Fit — History — Partial Coma — Serous Apoplexy — Associations 
— § 5. Epilepsy — Convulsion — its Periodicity — Hysterical Epi- 
lepsy — § 6. Functional Disturbance — its Characters — Associated 
with Disease in other Organs — with General Debility. 

In the preceding chapter a general outline has been given of 
the very large class of symptoms which must be investigated in 
inquiring into conditions of disease in the brain, and at first sight 
their number and variety seem to present almost insurmountable 
difficulties ; but in reality it is not so ; in any given case, we are 
rather left in the dark by the absence of trustworthy evidence 
of the state of the brain, than bewildered by the number of ob- 
jective and subjective phenomena; thus, when the mental func- 
tions are deranged, we lose all aid to be derived from the sensa- 
tions of the patient ; in some cases one symptom (e. g., paralysis) 
stands alone, in others there is scarcely anything to indicate the 
existence of disease beyond the presence of pain, which we know 
may be exaggerated, or may depend simply on disturbance of 
other organs. 

"We cannot too often recur to these important principles — (1) 
to inquire in every possible way into the history of the case ; (2) 
to examine most carefully the condition of other organs, and 
search for the existence of other diseases; if these two points be 
neglected, correct diagnosis is almost impossible; if properly 
attended to, they not only lead us in the right direction when we 
fail to get at the exact truth, but they also enable us to avoid 
many errors. The next step is to consider the various important 
lesions of the brain, and ascertain whether the case under inves- 
tigation adapt itself to any one of these not overlooking the pos- 
sibility of insanity and simple functional disturbance, which, with 
all their complex associations, belong distinctly to diseases of the 
brain. 

The primary division is into those with and those without a 
febrile state. Acute diseases of the encephalon in adults seldom 
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arise spontaneously, or without previous derangement of health ; 
hence the importance of the history of the case. We may thus 
be enabled to exclude " head symptoms" occurring in the course 
of some other acute disease; it is only necessary to guard against 
being misled by a vague assertion of the existence of fever, when 
this was but the first step in the progress of inflammation. The 
history also conveys very important information with reference 
to the recurrence of headache, to pain or discharge from the ear, 
to previous loss of power, or attacks of convulsions in genuine 
cases of disease of the brain, or to cough and emaciation as pre- 
ceding tubercular meningitis; in either case inflammatory action, 
when present, is, as it were, engrafted in old standing disease, 
and this is its most common course; on the other hand, it is some- 
times developed suddenly in a person who had previously enjoyed 
perfect health, with great febrile disturbance, severe pain in the 
head, vomiting, and constipation ; or it is announced in a more 
unmistakable manner by the coexistence of convulsion. Here 
we shall learn that symptoms of affection of the brain were 
among the earliest phenomena of disease, and we are thus assured 
that this organ has not become secondarily affected in the course 
of some other febrile disorder. 

. The importance of the information obtained from this prelimi- 
nary inquiry can hardly be overrated, in so far as it serves to 
point out the association of the tubercular diathesis, either by the 
previous condition of the patient himself, or his hereditary ten- 
dency to scrofula or consumption. It may also greatly assist us 
in forming a judgment as to the exact seat of the disease, whether 
in the membranous or in the substance of the brain, because we 
learn from experience that meningitis is apt to be produced by 
disease of bone in the internal ear and the sinuses of the nares; 
or by caries or fracture of some other portion of the skull ; by 
syphilitic nodes of the pericranium, or by injury of the scalp, 
especially when terminating in suppuration ; on tbe other hand, 
inflammation of the substance of the brain, when not dependent 
on over-stimulation of the organ, or upon scrofulous deposit, is 
more commonly excited by the pressure of an old apoplectic 
clot, or by the progress of chronic disease, traces of which are to 
be found very often in the past history of the individual. 

The symptoms in the acute diseases of the encephalon are not 
generally such as point with any distinctness to the exact site 
of the action, because, though doubtless commencing in different 
structures, and occasionally limited to them, inflammation in- 
volves so much the general functions of the brain, as the centre 
of innervation and the organ of mind, that we can' scarcely assign 
to each part a distinct share in their production ; it rather con- 
cerns us to find out any really available mode of discriminating 
the two great practical divisions — the scrofulous and the simple 
inflammation. 



166 DISEASES OF THE BRAIN. 

§ 1. Scrofulous or Tubercular Inflammation. — This form of in- 
flammation is so much, more common in infanc}^ than at more 
advanced periods, that until recently it was hardly recognized as 
occurring after the age of puberty ; and the name by which it 
was first known, "acute hydrocephalus," was limited to childhood : 
the records of St. George's Hospital prove that it is not uncom- 
mon up to the age of twenty-five or thirty. Its symptoms and 
progress have been much more studied in the earlier periods; 
and the description of these, in consequence of the modifications 
due to vital phenomena during the progress of development, will 
not always be found applicable to the disease as occurring in the 
adult. Pathological research seems to prove that the disease is 
the same, at whatever age it occurs ; it is essentially connected 
with the strumous diathesis, which exerts some mysterious agencv 
in its development, and hence it is numerically far more common 
than simple inflammation ; indeed, up to the age of twenty-five, 
the one is the rule, the other the exception ; so much so that, ex- 
cluding infancy altogether, the number of cases occurring in con- 
nection with the scrofulous diathesis, from eight or ten years of 
age onwards, is probably double that of cases of simple inflam- 
mation at all periods of life collectively ; this fact is very im- 
portant in diagnosis. 

The tendency of the inflammatory action is to the effusion of 
serum rather than of lymph or of pus ; but both conditions fre- 
quently coexist, as well as varying degrees of softening of the 
cerebral structures. These different lesions probably correspond 
to different degrees of arterial action during life, as indicated by 
heat and pain of head, in opposition to dulness, heaviness, and 
delirium ; at present no certain rule can be laid down by which 
they may be discriminated : coma and unconsciousness are pretty 
certain evidences of effusion, but in prolonged cases the brain 
seems partly to recover its power and become tolerant of the 
pressure. The susceptibility of the brain in the earlier periods 
of life is so much greater than in later years, that inflammation 
of the brain is then often the first indication of the tubercular 
diathesis, while afterwards tubercular deposit will have always 
been first formed in other organs. 

Much as has been written on the diagnosis of the early stage 
of this disease in infancy, it is practice alone that can give any 
readiness in its discrimination. A child belonging to a scrofulous 
family is attacked by slight febrile disorder, with irregularity of 
the bowels, especially tending to constipation, with vomiting and 
occasional fretfulncss : in such a case it is necessary to observe 
very carefully all indications referring to the brain ; the mode of 
standing, walking, sitting, lying; any aversion to light, or dislike 
to the erect posture, as shown by nestling its head on the mother's 
bosom, and turning away peevishly from any attempt to amuse 
or occupy its attention. These circumstances, again, must be 
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compared with the amount of general disturbance : a child suf- 
fering from infantile fevers shows much more weakness and pros- 
tration in comparison with the signs of cerebral affection: in 
hydrocephalus the heat of skin is most marked over the head, 
but is not in proportion to the quickness of the pulse ; the tongue 
is coated but not dry ; the stools are costive and often deficient 
in bile ; thirst is not urgent ; the vomiting has no necessary con- 
nection with the period of taking food : in infantile fever, the heat 
of skin is more general, there is dryness of tongue, thirst, and very 
often a tendency to diarrhoea; listlessness and indifference mark 
the expression of the features rather than the anxiety and knitting 
of the eyebrows so often seen in hydrocephalus. 

In simple gastric disorder, on the other hand, there is little or 
no quickness of pulse, no heat of skin or of head ; the tongue is 
much more coated ; the vomiting and constipation are less obsti- 
nate, yielding more readily to treatment ; the countenance may 
be dull and inexpressive, but it is not anxious. 

In some few cases, and these are the most difficult of diagnosis, 
the tubercular disease has begun so decidedly in the abdominal 
viscera, that diarrhoea/ persists till the head affection has become 
unquestionable from- the presence of coma or convulsion : in other 
instances an attack of convulsion is the first circumstance that 
awakens the attention of the mother or nurse to anything being 
wrong. 

The hopelessness of the disorder deprives diagnosis of much 
of its interest ; yet it is well to be able to warn parents of ap- 
proaching danger, and it is now and then a source of gratification 
when we can remove apprehension regarding a case which has 
been looked upon with distrust, and can feel confidence in a pros- 
pect of amelioration. 

In the advanced stages, extreme listlessness and unwillingness to be moved, 
frequent moaning, great aversion to light and noise, with marked inequality 
of pulse, followed by stupor, convulsions, paralysis, strabismus, or insensibility 
of the retinae, and total blindness, sooner or later make the nature of the dis- 
ease only too evident ; their sequence is not always the saint', and the more 
decided symptoms may be postponed till within a day or two of the patient's 
death. When the disease has been making slow and insidious progress for 
days before the child is first seen, and the bowels continue relaxed, while the 
history of the case is either imperfect or incorrect, it is apt to be regarded as 
an advanced stage of fever : this is the disease with which in all circumstances 
it is most liable to be confounded, and therefore a few hints may be given for 
their discrimination. In doubtful cases it is always a favorable sign wheu the 
child is seen to watch the attendant as a stranger in the room, when, though 
listless and unwilling to be disturbed, he is not distressed at being moved ; it 
is also favorable when there is thirst, and no refusal of fluid nourishment ; 
and, I may add, what seems paradoxical, when delirium and muttering are 
observed at night. This is explicable enough from the consideration that, if 
delirium depended on serious lesion of the brain, the other symptoms would 
be such as to render the case perfectly clear ; it is only when doubt exists 
that delirium can be thus viewed. Deafness may be to a certain extent re- 
garded among the favorable signs, as it is a common circumstance in fever; 
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but if it amount to total loss of hearing, it is most unquestionably of evil 
omen. Blindness is a constant effect of effusion, but it is sometimes difficult 
to make out whether the child be blind or simply indifferent to surrounding 
objects : mothers never admit the fact, and the mobility of the pupil can 
alone be taken as a certain guide. 

Heat of head, refusal of fluids, moaning, anxiety of expression, are all un- 
favorable : variableness of pulse is also a very hopeless circumstance ; its 
acceleration in acute hydrocephalus is constant, but not always great, often 
less than in fever, sometimes much greater: its occasional increase from slight 
causes, as well as its unevenness under the finger, are of more value than its 
absolute frequency : during the period of effusion it is sometimes slow. 

Hydrocephalus must be carefully discriminated from the functional derange- 
ment following on exhaustion, which often so closely simulates it as to have 
received the name of the hydrencephaloid disease : the proper place for its 
consideration is among functional disorders {I 6) ; the most useful diagnostic 
mark, in cases where it remains unclosed, is the condition of the fontanelle, 
which is full and tense in inflammation, hollow and flaccid in exhaustion. 

In adults the cases of tubercular inflammation of the brain 
may be divided into two classes: the one accompanjdng the early- 
stages of tubercular deposit, when miliary tubercles are evenly- 
distributed through the lungs; the other attending the advanced 
stages of phthisis, with vomicae in the lungs. In their general 
'features there is considerable analogy, but in the early cases the 
symptoms are more acute, and correspond more closely to those 
seen in the same disease in childhood ; in the advanced cases the 
inflammation is of lower type ; the presence of disease in the 
follicular glands of the intestine renders constipation very rare ; 
vomiting, on the other hand, is of common occurrence. The 
pulse, so often quick in phthisis, is always so in this affection of 
the brain; the head is hot and painful; night-sweats, if they have 
previously occurred, have ceased, and, contrary to what is found 
in childhood, delirium is an early symptom. This subject has 
been already fully discussed under the head of delirium, to which 
the student is referred; its presence cannot fail to draw attention 
to the condition of the brain: it may be accompanied by strabis- 
mus, unequal action of the pupils, or aversion to light and noise, 
but such signs are more often wanting among adults. Alterations 
of sensibility and mobility are rarely observed in the early stages. 

In advanced phthisis, emaciation naturally leads us to inquire into the pre- 
vious history, especially with regard to chest symptoms, if none such have 
been detailed; emaciation unquestionably also attends chronic disease of the 
brain, but it ought to be enough that a suspicion of disease of the lungs is 
suggested ; auscultation cannot fail to reveal its existence when a vomica is 
already formed. 

In early phthisis, with equal dissemination of tubercle through the lungs, 
the result of stethoscopic examination being less satisfactory! diagnosis is 
sometimes at fault. The disease to which it bears the closest resemblance is 
continued fever with pulmonary congestion. The differences in the auscultatory 
signs will afterwards be noticed in describing diseases of the chest, but some- 
times they cannot wholly be relied on; and even when they are well defined, 
the mind is so apt to lie satisfied with the explanation which " fever" affords! 
that careful examination is forborne in the depressed and delirious condition 
of the patient. In such circumstances, a correct history serves as our best 
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guide: the points which it indicates are the existence of cough before the 
commencement of the present attack, the occurrence of both headache and 
delirium at an early period, with relation to the fever, and the wandering of 
the mind by day as well as by night. In conjunction with these we observe 
the more definite symptoms of heat of head, and vomiting, with a tongue not 
very much coated, and a pulse not remarkably quick in the first instance, but 
often variable and unequal. 

As with the corresponding disease in infancy, the result of diagnosis is very 
unsatisfactory, revealing only the hopeless nature of the malady. Our appre- 
hensions, grave at any time when the brain is seriously implicated, assume a 
more gloomy aspect when we have been able to determine that tubercular 
disease is present in other organs ; nevertheless, we obtain by its means not 
only a safer guide to treatment, but information most useful in the varying 
phases of the disease, and most important in venturing to give a prognosis to 
the friends of the patient. 

It has been stated that tubercular inflammation does not necessarily imply 
the presence of tubercles in the brain itself; and it is here only necessary to 
add, that their existence is not generally betrayed by any symptoms, even 
when found of considerable size after death, till inflammation occurs ; and the 
course of disease is very much the same whether there be tubercular mat- 
ter in the brain or not. Even when we have evidence of previous disease of 
the brain, and we may feel justified in believing that it is caused by tubercular 
deposit, because we can trace tubercle more or less clearly in other organs, 
still its absolute diagnosis is quite beyond human art. Its symptoms do not 
differ from those caused by the presence of any other morbid growth. 

It occasionally happens that, after an acute attack, the disease lapses into 
a chronic form, consciousness is nearly perfect, but paralysis of one or more 
cranial nerves remains, with less distinct evidence of general cerebral disturb- 
ance. In such cases the circumstance of previous febrile action, along with 
local lesion, points pretty definitely to the coincidence of inflammation and 
tumor; and the probability is very great, in the case of children, that it is 
scrofulous inflammation and scrofulous tubercle. 

§ 2. Simple Inflammation. — Acute simple inflammation of the 
brain is exceedingly rare as an idiopathic disease ; more frequently 
it is set up by injury or disease of bone, and now and then acute 
symptoms supervene in a case where there has been long-standing 
disease ; in all of these the general characters of the malady are 
the same, and the history can alone determine its cause and origin. 
The important antecedents may therefore be divided into two 
classes : (1), those which have reference to injury or disease of 
bone, such, for example, as a blow or fall, tumors or abscesses on 
the scalp, discharges from the ears and nose, or deafness from 
disease of the ear ; and (2), those which bear more especially on 
the condition of the brain itself — viz., the occurrence of fits, 
whether apoplectic or epileptic, the existence of any form of pa- 
ralysis, impairment of vision, or deafness without disease of the 
ear. These circumstances also tend to show which portion of the 
encephalon is the precise seat of inflammation ; but the deter 
mination of this is matter rather of curiosity than of practical 
importance in regard to treatment; it is enough for our purpose 
if we can determine that acute inflammation is going on within 
the cranium. 

When pronounced, the characters of the disease are quite an 
12 
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mistakable. There is pain of the head and restlessness, followed 
by quick, hard pulse, hot and dry skin, white tongue, heat of 
head, and flushing of face; the eyes are red and ferrety, and the 
pupils contracted; there is intolerance of light, and perhaps of 
noise ; there are rigors, nausea, vomiting, and constipation, fol- 
lowed by convulsions, delirium, coma. Delirium, strange to say, 
is often absent, or only slight and transient, until a semi-comatose 
state follows on convulsion; at other times it is furious and 
maniacal. 

Pain is a very constant symptom, and is generally referred to the forehead, 
but it may prove a very fallacious guide ; intense headaches find their solution 
very often in simple gastric disorder : the pain of inflammation is sharp and 
darting rather than aching, and when associated with intolerance of light and 
of head, flushing of face, pulsation in the branches of the external carotid, 
noise, we may be sure that it is something more than mere headache. Heat 
showing increased action there, lead to the belief that there is corresponding 
increased action of the internal carotid, caused by inflammation within the 
cranium. 

The nausea and vomiting are sometimes very striking ; the smallest portion 
of food or drink being rejected, and sickness continuing even when nothing is 
taken into the stomach. That this is not caused by gastric inflammation is 
proved by the absence of pain and tenderness at the epigastrium: when 
accompanied, as it often is, by constipation, we have to bear in mind that this 
condition may of itself cause sickness and great cerebral disturbance in cases 
in which there is no inflammation present. The diagnostic value of such 
symptoms must, therefore, in the first instance, depend on their being asso- 
ciated with others more distinctly referable to the brain itself; their persist- 
ence after the action of a brisk purgative, or obstinate slowness of the bowels, 
in persons not habitually costive, are not to be lightly passed over. 

Rigor rarely accompanies the onset of the disease ; it afterwards occurs 
frequently in its progress, and may assume such a character of periodicity as 
to resemble intermittent fever, and lull the medical attendant into fatal se- 
curity. 

Convulsions appear at very various periods : in young persons they sometimes 
usher in the attack, while in adults they are more generally delayed till the 
closing scene ; whensoever they exist they are an important" and, at the same 
time, an alarming sign. The distinction between these and the true epileptic 
seizure will be afterwards pointed out (see I 5). The symptoms of disease 
do not remit, after the convulsive seizure has passed, in true inflammation of 
the brain, as they do in epilepsy. 

Various alterations in sensibility and motility succeed to the exaltation 
which first accompanied inflammatory action ; and the progress of the case 
may be marked by spasm or loss of power ; these indicate changes in cerebral 
structure, or pressure from effusion of lymph, serum, or pus, but have no 
direct bearing on the question of inflammation. Strabismus and double vision, 
it may be remarked, are generally the first in this sequence. 

The presence or absence of delirium seems in great measure to depend on 
the portion of the encephalon attacked by inflammation. It can scarcely fail 
to be present if the gray matter of the hemispheres be involved, but does not 
necessarily imply this particular lesion. In character it very much resembles 
an attack of acute mania, and the distinction is sometimes not easily made 
out. Regard must be especially had to the relation the delirium bears to the 
signs of increased action, and the order of their occurrence; maniacal excite- 
ment necessarily produces flushing of the face and acceleration of the pulse, 
but to a much less degree than inflammation. Evidence may also perhaps be 
obtained of previous perversion of intellect when the disorder is linked with 
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insanity. Constipation is common to both states, and there will be little 
chance of confounding the nausea and vomiting of inflammation with the refusal 
of food, so often manifested by the maniac. The alleged cause of the attack, 
whether physical or mental, may sometimes help our diagnosis, although it be 
quite true that a purely mental one may excite increased action and actual 
inflammation, as well as mania. The occurrence of convulsions along with 
the delirium renders the diagnosis more certain. 

The extent to which these symptoms are present, and their 
number, must vary much in different cases. Without attempting 
to go too minutely into the diagnosis of the particular portion of 
the encephalon which is the seat of disease, it may be observed 
that pain, and the recurrence of rigor, seem rather referable to 
inflammation of the membranes of the ' brain generally, while 
convolutions point to that more immediately investing the cerebral 
mass — the pia mater and the lining membrane of the ventricles ; 
delirium chiefly accompanies inflammation of the gray matter, 
and alterations in sensibility and power of movement have espe- 
cial reference to lesion of the central conducting fibres uniting 
the brain to the spinal system. Whether it be that the exciting 
cause acts simultaneously on more than one structure from the 
first, or that inflammation in one part is readily transmissible to 
the adjoining textures, certain it is that we seldom find local and 
circumscribed inflammatory action limited to any one tissue, and 
the symptoms are therefore necessarily more or less ambiguous; 
nay more, it is even true that those belonging more especially to 
one form of structure may be excited by the simple proximity of 
inflammation in another. Nausea and vomiting are common to 
all the forms of inflammation ; they are to be more carefully noted 
in consequence of their occasional occurrence as premonitory 
symptoms, which must be viewed with great anxiety in persons 
who have been known to suffer from discharge from the ear, or 
to have had any other of the antecedents of cerebral disease; they 
are sufficient to cause us to be on the alert for the appearance of 
any other symptom of inflammation. Idiopathic inflammation of 
the membranes and particularly of the arachnoid and pia mater 
is much more frequent in children and young persons than in 
adults; in them its first symptom is commonly an attack of con- 
vulsion ; inflammation of the substance of the brain again, is the 
more usual form in mature age, generally combined, however, 
with meningitis. From this combination, no doubt, it happens 
that the course of the symptoms is seldom the same in any two 
individuals; thus, sudden alteration in manner may be observed 
passing at once into violent delirium, and followed by vomiting, 
while convulsion occurs only at a later period; or vomiting and 
pain of the head may be the first in the order of sequence, and 
delirium only follow towards the close of the scene, without any 
appearance of convulsion at all; or again, convulsions may be the 
earliest symptom, but I believe this to be the rarest mode of 
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attack, when the substance of the brain is the seat of the inflam- 
mation. 

In all of these cases it will be seen how little we can rely upon 
any one pathognomonic sign, and that if we would avoid danger- 
ous or even fatal errors in diagnosis, regard must be had to all 
that can be learned of altered function or action in disease. 

§ 3. Chronic Disease. — If the diagnosis of acute diseases of the 
encephalon be beset with difficulties, those encountered in inves- 
tigating states of chronic disease are still greater, and in the 
majority of cases it must be confessed that we can scarcely form 
any certain opinion as to the actual lesion ; there we had to guard 
against being led by symptoms referable to the brain, to overlook 
acute diseases in other parts to which they were only secondary; 
here we are very apt to mistake mere functional disturbance for 
chronic disease. In a practical point of view, and this is the 
most important one, the only question of real interest is, whether 
we can distinguish such as are dependent on states of chronic 
inflammation, and therefore remediable in a majority of cases, 
from those which depend upon other cases, when we must be 
content with treating symptoms ; because, in the absence of in- 
flammation, the same broad and rational principles of treatment 
will be most efficacious, whether they depend upon functional 
disturbance or on serious disease. 

The first inquiry is necessarily the history of their origin and 
progress; the next must be into the condition of all the other 
organs of the body, because there are none, it may be said, which 
do not occasionally react upon the brain; some, it is true, more 
constantly than others; indeed, very distinct classes of symptoms 
seem to be pretty constantly associated with particular forms of 
disease, while the coincidence in other cases is rather accidental. 

If we fail to detect disease elsewhere, we must again revert to 
the brain itself, investigating more closely the relation of each 
phenomenon, and evidence of disease of bone must be sought for. 
The presence of inflammatory action is most clearly indicated 
when the commencement of the attack can be traced back to a 
fixed and not very distant period, and when the symptoms follow . 
a definite course; uncertainty with reference to their development 
and their irregularity or incongruity are to be taken rather as 
indications of insidious disease, or of nervous, hysterical, or hypo- 
chondriacal disorders. As in the acute forms, careful inquiry 
must be made regarding previous injuries or accidents, and the 
presence of syphilitic nodes or tumors of the scalp; caries and 
suppuration rather excite acute than chronic inflammation, and, 
when associated with nervous symptoms of long standing, are 
more commonly found to have acted through the medium of the 
nerve-sheaths, than through the brain or its investing mem 
branes. ° 
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After careful investigation of the history of the case, the other attendant 
circumstances are to considered. A cachectic state which is not dependent 
on discoverable disease in other organs is, to a certain extent, presumptive 
proof of organic disease : its absence is, on the contrary, an argument in favor 
of chronic inflammation where disease of the brain is believed to exist. To 
this many exceptions are found ; and encysted tumors, for example, frequently 
proceed to a fatal termination without any symptom of cachexia. 

Headache more or less accompanies all chronic diseases of the brain ; much 
has been written on this subject, but little is known with certainty beyond the 
fact that cases resembling each other in their essence may differ very greatly 
in this respect, while those producing similar sensations of pain, weight, ach- 
ing, or dizziness, may reveal after death lesions very unlike one another. It 
is most difficult to discriminate cases in which this symptom stands alone as 
evidence of disease of the brain, from those in which it is merely secondary on 
deranged digestion. When dyspepsia, vomiting or constipation coexists with 
headache, the determination must rather rest on the absence or presence of 
concomitant signs than on its intensity or duration : perhaps when dependent, 
on disease of the brain, the pain recurs more frequently, and without chylo- 
poietic derangement ; the intermissions are less frequent, the paroxysms of 
longer duration ; it is aggravated by noise, motion, light, company, and is 
never dispelled, like a dyspeptic headache, by exercise or excitement. Yery 
often, too. the recumbent posture aggravates the disorder ; but its significance 
is greatest when it is accompanied by any disturbance of the mental faculties, 
or disorder, however slight, in the performance of muscular movements. 

The objective phenomena are much more trustworthy than the subjective, 
Alterations in manner, in character, or in memory — partial paralysis, whether 
limited to one or more of the cranial nerves, or extending in a modified man- 
ner to all the spinal nerves, or to those on one side of the body, as well as 
muscular irritability or spasm similarly distributed, are symptoms which can 
be more readily brought to the test of experiment than mere complaints of 
pain or uneasiness. Mental phenomena, in chronic cases, must be assumed 
to be dependent upon some cause of pretty general action, because we know 
that, in the absence of delirium, the intellectual faculties are frequently undis- 
turbed by lesions of very considerable extent, especially when they are limited 
to one hemisphere ; we have also reason to believe that the gray matter of 
the convolutions is particularly involved in the production of such phenomena, 
and therefore we may be justified in regarding them as evidence of chronic 
meningitis. When the cause of the affection is central, and acting secondarily 
on the gray matter, we shall probably find as its accompaniments stupor or 
paralysis, which are more closely connected with disease of the fibrous element. 

Local paralysis, when slight, may be but the commencement of more general 
paralysis ; when complete, it rather points to the pressure of a tumor, or to 
some other form of disease of local character. More extended paralysis, if 
caused by pressure, is generally accompanied by more or less stupor and con- 
fusion of thought ; when standing alone, it is probably dependent on disor- 
ganization of the central structures and tubular nerve substance. In cases 
in which it is less pronounced, it would seem sometimes to be caused by 
chronic inflammation of the membranes especially about the base of the brain. 
•Paralysis, coma, and convulsion, with reference to all forms of chronic disease 
of the brain, are symptoms of very unfavorable omen; spasm, or imperfect 
control of movement, hold out more hope of possible amelioration, as they 
rather show some inflammatory action or irritation of nerve matter, Convul- 
sion is not often seen in chronic disease till towards its termination ; it gene- 
rally indicates some degree of inflammation extending to the ventricles or the 
base of the brain. 

'Not unfrequently cases of long-standing disease put on, at some period of 
their history, the aspect of active inflammation. The acute symptoms in such 
circumstances may be somewhat modified by the previous disease, but their 
diagnosis is much facilitated by a knowledge of the foregoing state. Unfortu- 
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nately, the prognosis is almost hopeless, the chances of modifying the course 
of the inflammatory action being so much the smaller in proportion to the 
severity of the organic lesion out of which they have sprung. 

Symptoms of chronic disease are sometimes due to the degeneration of the 
coats of the arteries of the brain, and a hint of this possible contingency may 
be obtained from the presence of valvular disease of the heart, which cannot 
be traced to an inflammatory origin. 

§ 4. Apoplexy. — No condition of disease is probably more 
marked or more easily recognized than a pure case of apoplectic 
seizure. Suddenly, while to appearance in perfect health, the 
patient loses recollection, and falls to the ground in a state of un- 
consciousness ; his face is turgid ; his temples throb ; his eyeballs 
turn upwards ; his features are drawn to one side ; slight convul- 
sive tremor agitates his frame, usually on one side ; and he lies 
dead to all around him. When examined, probably one side 
of his body, or even the whole of his limbs, have become flaccid 
and useless, remain in any posture in which they are placed, and 
drop as lifeless things when lifted from the couch ; his breathing 
is slow and labored ; his pulse oppressed, small, and yet resisting; 
if one side only be paralyzed, he makes meaningless, purposeless 
efforts, and struggles with the limbs of the other, when any at- 
tempt to move him is made ; in course of time his breathing be- 
comes stertorous ; his urine is retained in the bladder, or dribbles 
away in the bed; his feces are passed involuntarily. Without 
another conscious movement, without any knowledge of what has 
transpired, the coma deepens, the breathing becomes a succession 
of interrupted sighs, and he passes away without a struggle. 

Clear and unmistakable as such a case is, we find in practice 
that all the symptoms may be so shaded off by imperceptible 
differences, that at length scarcely any portion of the original 
picture remains, by which to give an exact definition of an attack 
of apoplexy ; and in common parlance, a " fit," followed by loss 
of consciousness, is called apoplexy. This is not the place to 
discuss whether anything be rightly called apoplexy which is not 
distinctly traceable to turgid ity of vessels, with or without their 
rupture, and the consequent extravasation of blood ; but, as a 
matter of diagnosis, it is essential to distinguish sanguineous 
apoplexy from all other sorts of " fit," whether these be followed 
by loss of consciousness or not. 

When a history can be obtained in a case of apoplexy it is 
not unusual to find that there have been for some days or weeks, 
occasional warnings, which are spoken of as " tendency of blood 
to the head," consisting of headache, giddiness on sudden change 
of posture, throbbing of the temples, &c. ; and the occasion of the 
fit itself has been some strain or prolonged muscular effort, or 
some mental excitement. The fit itself may not be the first step 
m the actual progress of the malady, but may be preceded for 
some hours by an accession of violent pain, or by some form of 
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paralysis of the cerebral or even of the spinal nerves. The oc- 
currence of apoplexy is generally, to a certain extent, limited by 
age; a full habit of body, luxurious living, turgescence of the 
face, and the cessation of habitual discharges, may each be found 
among the precursors, or, as they are called, the predisposing 
causes of apoplexy. 

It has been already remarked, in speaking of semi-coma, that 
it may be equally associated with apoplexy and with epilepsy ; 
and in the broad outline of the former, just given, a drawing of 
the face to one side, and convulsive movements of the whole or 
part of the frame, have been mentioned as noticeable in an un- 
questionable case of apoplexy ; and therefore it is evident that the 
"fit," and the semi-coma following, may be symptomatic of either 
disease ; in fact, it resolves itself into a question of degree, the 
amount of convulsion, the depth of coma. Apoplectic convul- 
sion is rather a faint tremor than convulsion, and is most marked 
when paralysis of one side of the face leads to more distinct devia- 
tion to the other. In epileptic convulsion, however slight, there 
is definite movement, forcible, and almost irresistible, distinctly 
dragging the limb or the head into unnatural contortions, and 
these are rarely limited to one side. The physician has no chance 
in general of seeing the movement and judging for himself, but 
any intelligent bystander can comprehend the difference and say 
what he saw. Then, again, the coma differs in degree, and in the 
opposite direction; if the convulsion of apoplexy be slighter, 
the coma is deeper. The difference can scarcely be made intel- 
ligible by words, but the loss of consciousness and usual sleep of 
epilepsy are quite distinct from the stupor of apoplexy ; the one 
consists rather in confusion, the other in suspension of the mental 
faculties. 

But there is another condition, which is called serous apoplexy. 
Here, too, there is a fit ; there is loss of consciousness and para- 
lysis, and yet there has been no turgidity, no rupture of vessels — 
mere effusion of serum. This fact has been already referred to, 
and it is almost incredible that it should take place instantaneously. 
I think we must believe that a morbid process has been going 
on for some time ; that at a certain point the brain becomes in- 
tolerant of pressure, this point being determined by momentary 
repletion of either arteries or veins, or of the capillary vessels, 
and that then the event occurs in a moment. This is not true 
apoplexy, and careful inquiry will always show that it is more 
nearly allied to epilepsy ; that it is, in fact, analogous to the con- 
vulsive seizure which ushers in hydrocephalus, occasionally, even 
in the adult ; but the paralysis has proved the stumbling-block, 
and has been thought distinctive of apoplexy. The diagnosis is 
difficult, but I can affirm, from personal experience, that it is not 
impossible, though perhaps nothing can teach it except watching 
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such cases, with the knowledge that events of this nature do occur, 
and that they do manifest themselves by special features. 

The condition of the pupils deserves consideration, although 
no very definite rules can be laid down. Contraction indicates 
irritation ; dilatation, paralysis of the optic nerve. A want of 
correspondence between the two proves the existence of more 
severe lesion on one side than the other ; and would, therefore, 
at once exclude the idea of epilepsy. 

Be it remembered, that there is no one symptom by itself dis- 
tinctive of sanguineous apoplexy, and it is often only after several 
examinations that a diagnosis can with confidence be pronounced. 
There are two points which, in the subsequent condition of the 
patients, serve very greatly to discriminate the cases ; these are, 
the recurrence of the "fits," and the relative consciousness on 
succeeding days. (1) When they recur at short intervals, and 
no paralysis follows, the case is certainly not sanguineous apo- 
plexy ; even if the convulsive movements be only slightly 
marked, they are probably epileptic, and after their cessation, 
convalescence from the condition of coma may be confidently 
looked for. When recurring at longer intervals, sometimes of 
days, more often of weeks, with paralysis enduring throughout, 
it is probably an instance of serous apoplexy ; true sanguineous 
apoplexy only recurs at very much longer intervals. (2) Alike 
in epilepsy and in serous apoplexy, consciousness is not so entirely 
suspended as in sanguineous apoplexy; at least, it is so for a much 
shorter time; when semi-coma follows upon epilepsy, the subse- 
quent state is one of prolonged sopor, from which when the 
patient is roused, he manifests a certain degree of consciousness 
by placing himself comfortably in bed, drawing up the clothes, 
&c. ; but no regard is paid to surrounding objects. In serous 
apoplexy the sopor is less prolonged, and it is followed by a kind 
of vague, dreamy consciousness, which is attracted by surround- 
ing objects^ without recognizing or understanding them, so that 
the impression made on the senses is not followed by any corres- 
ponding rational act. In apoplexy the patient wakes as from 
profound sleep, and the recollection is confused, the thoughts are 
collected with difficulty, and the reason used imperfectly ; but 
there is distinct consciousness in the waking movements. * 

The character of the pulse in cases of apoplexy is one which demands 
careful study on the part of the practitioner, because of its bearing on the 
all-important question of venesection : it has also its uses in diagnosis inas- 
much as a hard wiry pulse, or a condition of vascular congestion about the 
head and throbbing of the temporal arteries, are so many indications of san- 
guineous apoplexy; but the converse does not by any means exclude the 
possibility of rupture of a bloodvessel. 

In all of these sudden invasions of the intellect, the heart and kidnevs must 
be closely examined. Few cases of fatal sanguineous apoplexy occur in which 
both organs do not present evidence of disease, and probably in all cases one 
cr other is at fault. Serous apoplexy is perhaps more frequently associated 
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with the strumous diathesis ; one form of convulsive seizure is directly con- 
nected with blood-poisoning in disease of the kidney, and it is perhaps con- 
joined with effusion of serum. To another condition attention has been drawn 
of late years — viz., the washing down in the current of the blood of some 
vegetation which has been gradually growing on the valves of the heart ; this 
is suddenly arrested in some of the small arteries of the brain, stopping the 
supply of blood to the parts beyond, and interfering with their nutrition. In 
consequence of such an accident, paralysis may either supervene rapidly when 
deficient supply is sufficient to produce it, or may come on gradually when 
imperfect nutrition has led to disorganization of part of the brain-structure. 
In either case the mental phenomena of unconsciousness, &c, are generally 
wanting ; and this may serve, along with the physical evidence of valvular 
lesion, to lead to a pretty correct guess at its cause. 

§ 5. Epilepsy. — Epileptic convulsions have been frequently re- 
ferred to, yet something remains to be added to give consistency 
to its diagnosis. The term is somewhat indefinite in its applica- 
tion, because while on the one hand it is used to denominate a 
specific disease which has no analogue in, and receives no ex- 
planation from any of the disorders of function to which the brain 
is liable, yet on the other hand it is applied more or less indefi- 
nitely to any sudden seizure which is marked by convulsions 
and loss of consciousness. 

The grand distinction between epilepsy and convulsion consists 
not in any peculiarity in the seizure, but in the context of symp- 
toms. It resolves itself into the question, is there any disease 
present in any organ, in the course of which convulsions may 
and do occur ? On this question being answered in the negative 
depends the diagnosis of true epilepsy, imperfect as it must be 
confessed that such a distinction is. This point is quite uncon- 
nected with its curability : the prevailing theory at present is, 
that the seizure consists in an excess of irritability and over-ex- 
citement of the nervous centres; in curable cases, certain con- 
comitant conditions are regarded as sources of irritation, and 
these being removed, and the tone of the nerve-fibre itself 
restored, the disease ceases. The question proposed is not 
whether there be any such circumstance which determines the 
attack, but whether disease be present, which either by being 
seated in the brain itself, or by establishing a certain blood-crasis, 
tends directly to produce convulsions during its continuance. 
The most notable examples are inflammations of the cerebro- 
spinal axis, puerperal states, and albuminuria, or more properly, 
perhaps, uraemia. In true epilepsy we fail to detect any such 
conditions during life, and although we do find, in certain cases 
after death, something within the cranium which may have acted 
as a permanent cause of irritation, its mode of action is unknown, 
its symptoms are limited to the simple expression of irritability 
in the epileptic seizure. 

The convulsions of childhood may be said to form a class by 
themselves: more nearly allied to epilepsy than to the secondary 
convulsions of adults, they seem to depend on a species of ex- 
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citability which is probably owing to the disproportionate de- 
velopment of the brain of infancy ; as in epilepsy, too, the sources 
of irritation are various : with the exception of those connected 
with inflammation, they do not lie within the cranium ; but while 
one child never shows the slightest tendency to convulsion, 
another suffers repeated attacks from all the accidents of infancy ; 
teething, worms, intestinal disorder, or mere exposure. Still they 
are not to be called epilepsy, except they return periodically, 
without the presence of the exciting cause ; that in some children 
repeated convulsions terminate in confirmed epilepsy is too true, 
but in by far the greater number, fortunately, no such lamentable 
occurrence results. 

One great element in epilepsy is its periodicity, whether regu- 
lar or irregular ; but the first recurrence may be at so long an 
interval that the patient is lost sight of before a second fit occurs, 
and our diagnosis cannot wait for such an event for its confirma- 
tion. Its importance is such, however, that in all convulsive 
attacks it is desirable to ascertain from friends, or from the patient 
himself, as soon as consciousness is restored, whether he have 
ever been at all similarly afflicted. 

The severity and duration of the attack vary very greatly, 
from a transient loss of consciousness with the slightest possible 
muscular spasm, to the most violent and horrible convulsions. 
In the former case the patient is arrested for a moment or two in 
his usual avocation, retains his position without falling, whether 
standing or sitting, and proceeds with his work as if nothing had 
happened. In the latter, the mind remains confused when con- 
sciousness is restored, and the patient soon falls asleep, t6 wake 
up generally in a short time, stiff" or sore, or bruised, and perhaps 
complaining of hea'dache, but not otherwise feeling ill. This 
confusion of mind and tendency to sleep is in rare instances pro- 
longed for some days, the patient remaining, as has been already 
pointed out, in a semi-comatose state. 

The diagnosis between true epilepsy and convulsions arising from other 
causes is not to be regarded as a matter of merely curious investigation, for 
upon its just appreciation depends the correct treatment of the case. I may 
cite an example in which the first epileptiform seizure was accompanied by 
some delirium, which differed materially from the mere confusion of epilepsy; 
but the whole disorder seemed so transient, that its peculiarities were attri- 
buted to manifest bad management in the commencement of the attack; and 
with some misgiving it was regarded as epilepsy. The patient was dismissed 
as having recovered ; but the next attack was distinctly one of serous apo- 
plexy, at an interval, indeed, of nearly two years. After death there was 
found immense dilatation of one of the lateral ventricles. I cannot doubt 
that in this case a condition of chronic inflammation had existed throughout 
and that judicious treatment might possibly have prevented the fatal termi- 
nation. 

An epileptic seizure may be either feigned for the purposes of deception, or 
simulated by the hysterical paroxysm. One grand source of distinction in 
such cases is the circumstance of no corporeal injury being inflicted during 
the attack ; not that this necessarily happens in true epilepsy ; but while on 
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the one baud, a bitten and bleeding tongue or a braised face may be taken as 
conclusive evidence of genuine convulsion, its avoidance in circumstances 
which might naturally have given rise to it, leads to the suspicion that con- 
sciousness has not been entirely lost. The determination of its nature, indeed, 
turns mainly on the existence of consciousness, and various methods must 
sometimes be had recourse to for the purpose of ascertaining it. There is 
generally 7 , too, a certain method and regularity in those movements which are 
either partially or wholly voluntary ; and in the case of hysterical females, 
other characteristics may be observed from which the prevalence of hysteria 
may be predicated, and the consequent probability that the seizure is only 
part of the same disorder. But this demands experience and attention rather 
than book-learning. 

Certain points must not be omitted in the investigation of convulsive at- 
tacks which are not immediately connected with diagnosis. In a first seizure, 
it has been shown how necessary is the inquiry into the condition of other 
organs; but it is no less so even in cases where periodicity is clearly estab- 
lished. The possibility of success in the treatment of all such disorders 
depends upon the correctness of this information, and in proportion to its 
accuracy will their management be removed from the realm of empiricism, 
and come under the domain of legitimate medicine. Not only do the physical 
condition of the cranium and all the relations of the brain to sensation, mo- 
tion, and the intellectual faculties, demand particular study; but respiration, 
circulation, digestion, and elimination, have each been proved to have their 
influence, if not as causes of the disease, yet as special sources of irritation, 
and therefore must each be individually inquired into ; and if last, not least. 
the reproductive organs, in their changes from disease to health, from imper- 
fection to maturity, exercise a most unquestionable influence over its amelio- 
ration and its cure. 

§ 6. Functional Disturbance. — Vague as this term may be, it 
needs no argument to show the necessity for such a distinction in 
a classification of nervous diseases. Not only do our present 
means of investigation fail in pointing out that there is any dis- 
ease in nerve-structure accompanying the delirium of fever, or 
puerperal mania ; but there are numerous slighter and more 
transient alterations in the relations of the brain as the recipient 
of sensation, the originator of motion, and the medium of intel- 
lectual operations, the nature of which, were our means of in- 
vestigation never so perfect, we cannot by any possibility have 
the opportunity of ascertaining through the bony wall of the 
cranium ; and to these last we especially wish to limit the term 
functional, although it might very well include all those condi- 
tions which, so far as our knowledge extends, are unconnected 
with actual disease of nerve-structure. 

They divide themselves naturally into three main groups; 
(a) those connected with disturbances of the circulation, whether 
in excess or deficiency ; (b) those connected with disorder in the 
process of digestion and assimilation ; and (c) those which are 
more properly called nervous. Of the two former it is to be 
remarked, that while coincident, and bearing some relation to 
each other as cause and effect, the functional disturbance of the 
brain is not to be regarded simply as a symptom of disorder of 
the circulation, or of the digestion ; for it is not a necessary or a 
constant effect. The same amount of disorder is not uniformly 
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followed by similar disturbance in any two individuals, or in the 
same individuals at different times ; while the identical symptoms 
may be noticed in the same person under very different states. 
Hence, the term nervous might be justly applied to all ; but it is 
important to bear in mind that the connection exists, and that the 
disorder of the circulation or of the stomach being removed, the 
functional disturbance of the brain for the time ceases. 

Insanity might, with some show of reason, be included in this 
section, as its relation to disease of the brain is so entirely un- 
known. "We have already endeavored to point out, in speaking 
of delirium, the means of its diagnosis, to which it is unnecessary 
again to allude. 

The symptoms of functional disturbance cannot be classified 
according to the disorders of other organs with which they are 
associated ; we shall, therefore, take them in the same order 
adopted in the previous chapter, considering them in their rela- 
tions to intellectual faculties, to sensations, and to power of 
motion. 

Here we meet with neither coma nor delirium ; their counter- 
parts, however, may be traced ; for we have the semi-stupor seen 
in what is called the hydrencephaloid disease of childhood, the 
mock hydrocephalus following on exhaustion, either from diar- 
rhoea, from excessive depletion, or from want of nourishment. In 
carefully following up the rational principles of diagnosis, which 
it is the object of these pages to elucidate, the error which this 
very name implies will be easily avoided, because on the one 
hand the history will teach us that the child has been exposed to 
depressing causes, while on the other its actual condition will be 
defective in some of those characters which are necessarily asso- 
ciated with inflammation of the brain ; as we find, for example, a 
cool scalp or a depressed fontanelle: when mistakes have been 
made they have arisen from limited inquiry, and from reasoning 
upon partial information. Another counterpart to the condition 
of coma in severe disease, is seen in the fainting-fit in the adult, 
which is sometimes simulated by hysteria, but is, in truth, merely 
an expression of want of blood in the brain. Then, again, corre- 
sponding to hallucinations and illusions, we find ocular spectra 
and deceptive noises, as well as all the morbid fancies of the 
hysterical and hypochondriac. More common forms of disturb- 
ance are met with in the complaint of loss of power to carry out 
an ordinary train of thought, or transient loss of memory. 

Among sensations may be reckoned as the most common, head- 
ache and giddiness ; then partial blindness, tingling, ringing in 
the ears ; to these, again, must be added the exaggeration of pain 
which is produced by constantly thinking of and directing the 
attention to it. 

Muscular spasm and paralysis are not often seen as a conse- 
quence of functional disturbance ; for, although we do not know 



FUNCTIONAL DISTURBANCE. 181 

that chorea is associated with any organic change in the condition 
of the brain and nerves, it has too much the character of a dis- 
tinct and definite disease to be classed along with those we are at 
present considering: both choreic movements and paralysis are 
simulated in hysteria. Convulsions, on the other hand, occur in 
infancy quite as often in consequence of functional disturbance as 
of organic disease ; among adults we can scarcely include in this 
class those which are seen in cases of blood-poisoning — ursemia, 
and puerperal convulsions — although they be not directly con- 
nected with organic change in the brain. 

In the investigation of " head symptoms" generally, the same 
rules must be followed as in the more severe diseases of the brain. 
We have to make out the history of the case, and the order of 
sequence of the various phenomena, remembering that, as the 
attention of the patient is fixed on what he considers the most 
important symptom, he generally dates the commencement of his 
illness from the period of its first appearance, and it is only by 
close inquiry that he can be got to admit any previous derange- 
ment of health ; indeed, it may have been so insidious as to escape 
his observation. Then diligent search must be made for other 
indications referring to the brain or nerves, besides that of which 
the patient complains, lest, perchance, it should be discovered 
that it is but one link in a chain of symptoms which proves the 
existence of some severe disease of the encephalon. 

In the order of examination we shall next be able to exclude 
febrile and inflammatory states ; and then the appearance of the 
patient in regard to conditions of anaemia or plethora naturally 
occupies our attention : not indeed in the more marked forms of 
blood changes, where hemorrhage, purpura, or chlorosis constitute 
distinct classes of disease, but in such minor deviations from health 
as perhaps are only testified by the circumstance that the symp- 
toms are either relieved or aggravated by the recumbent posture. 
Along with this we naturally take the condition of the organs of 
circulation, when a slight cardiac murmur, unaccompanied by 
other evidence of disease, may be enough to explain uneasy sen- 
sations in the head, which are far more tormenting to the patient 
than the dyspnoea or palpitation which we might expect to find, 
and the very existence of which he utterly ignores. 

The lungs, too, must be carefully examined, but this rather for 
their negative than their positive results; for we are not now 
dealing with symptoms relating to severe disease, but with the 
little torments which invalids frequently suffer; and, for their 
successful treatment, we are rather indebted to experience than to 
pathology. 

A step further brings us to the organs of digestion, which are 
more often the apparent exciting cause of functional disturbance 
than any other. But it is in their minor derangements only, that 
we can be justified in regarding the cerebral symptoms as func- 
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tional. A bilious headache is a thing of every day occurrence ; 
hut we must carefully analyze what is meant when a person says 
he is bilious ; we may employ such a phrase as a compendious 
expression of a certain state, but we must be careful how we listen 
to it from the mouth of a patient. Frequent vomiting, obstinate 
constipation, or severe diarrhoea must make us look further 
into the case ; slight nausea, loss of appetite, discomfort during 
digestion, and irregularity in the action of the bowels, may justify 
the conclusion that the uneasy sensations in the head are only 
functional. In addition to this it will be found in practice that 
a patient seldom applies for relief at their first occurrence, when 
connected with derangement of the digestive organs. Dyspeptic 
symptoms arise by such slow degrees that few have reached the 
middle period of life without suffering from them : and it is only 
when they are more than ordinarily severe that advice is sought : 
to some people they become the ordinary state of health, and 
immunity from them the exception ; they have had their head- 
aches over and over again, and begin to look upon them as neces- 
sary evils, till some strange sensation arouses suspicion of unknown 
mischief. The frequent recurrence of such head-symptoms — their 
habitual association with attacks of more severe indigestion or 
more than usual irregularity in the bowels — their transitory cha- 
racter, and the circumstance that excitement and motion succeed 
in dispelling them after a little starvation, or a little purgation — 
all this affords valuable assistance in discriminating these transient 
disturbances from the more severe forms of a cerebral disease. 

The state of the urine, after all that has been said of the con- 
nection of diseases of the brain with those of the kidney, will not 
fail to be investigated. 

The state of the sexual organs is chiefly related to that form 
of disorder which we have denominated the nervous. We have 
seen something of this mysterious connection in hysteria, — a con- 
dition which tends greatly to heighten and augment the symp- 
toms derived from this source, though they may have their 
existence quite independent of it ; but all the disorders of these 
organs, and especially their undue excitement, must be borne in 
mind in relation to "nervous" disorders. Painful as the inquiry 
must be to every right feeling man, we must not neglect the sug- 
gestions of the wan aspect and the shrinking eye of a young man 
in a state of nervousness bordering on insanity, who has brought 
upon himself as the fruit of his vices, the penalty of a constant 
spermatorrhoea ; duty commands us to endeavor to save him from 
himself, no less than from the clutches of the disgusting charlatan 
who only keeps up while he preys upon the disorder. But we 
tread upon delicate ground, and I must earnestly warn my younger 
readers againstthe scarcely less obnoxious and obscene familiar- 
ities of the legitimate specialist. 

This class of cases borders much more closely on the organic 
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diseases Avhich have been already discussed than either of the 
preceding ; sometimes it is hard to be discriminated from mental 
alienation. The over- worked brain of the professional man who 
is laboring after eminence or wealth, and, still more, the over- 
excited brain of the stock-jobber or speculator, after a time be- 
comes exhausted and unfit for the longer performance of duties 
beyond its strength ; and apoplexy, paralysis, meningitis, or de- 
mentia, put a sudden stop to his foolish schemes. It is vain to 
attempt any more correct classification of these symptoms ; but 
with reference to diagnosis, it is well to remember "that they may 
be but the precursors of more serious mischief. On the other 
hand, it is always a state of depressed vitality which gives pro- 
minence to symptoms generally called " nervous." Over anxiety 
and care, whether accompanied by straitened circumstances, 
which deprive the individual of many of the comforts, perhaps 
of the necessaries of life, — or leading to irregular hours, when the 
system is alternately exhausted by long fasting, and taxed by 
subsequent repletion, — not less than a life marked by habits of 
gayety, dissipation, and excess must in course of time undermine 
the strongest constitutions, and expose them to these attacks. By 
repairing the waste, giving tone to the system and relaxation to 
the brain, we can best hope to relieve present symptoms, and 
ward off more serious mischief. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

DISEASES OF THE SPINAL CORD. 

Inflammation rare as an Idiopathic Disease — Its History and 
Symptoms — Connection with Caries — Spinal Irritation — Chronic 
Disease. 

Inflammation of the spinal cord, except as a consequence of 
accident or injury, is confessedly so rare, that it demands but lit- 
tle notice in a work, the avowed object of which is to conduct the 
student to right principles of diagnosis. In its general character 
it ranks among acute diseases, and it is often accompanied by 
symptoms of cerebral inflammation : these may arise either from 
the actual spread of the inflammatory action to the membranes 
of the brain, or they may be produced merely by the sympathy 
necessarily existing between parts whose functions are so closely 
connected: such symptoms have been found, both with and with- 
out sensible change within the cranium. 

The history of the case perhaps reveals the previous occur- 
rence of some accident or strain, or casual exposure to cold, which 
may be reckoned among its more usual causes. In every instance 
it gives an account of a sudden seizure as the starting-point from 
which to date the sequence of the phenomena, while the greater 
or less rapidity with which they succeed each other, enables us 
to judge of the relative severity of the attack. 

The early stages of the disease are liable to be confounded with 
rheumatism and neuralgia ; but on closer investigation it will be 
found that there is more of general disturbance than the local 
and limited nature of the attack would warrant us in expecting, 
were the pain due to either of these diseases. It is always cha- 
racterized by pain somewhere in the region of the spine and, 
generally pretty high up ; of a fixed character, and notably in- 
creased by any quick change of posture. In well-marked cases 
this pain is accompanied by spasm having somewhat of a tetanic 
character, especially in the muscles of the neck and upper part 
of the back; paralysis sometimes comes on early. These are 
exactly the signs which, a priori, we should expect to meet with 
in inflammation of the cord, as they are due either to the irrita- 
tion or the subsequent disorganization of the large bundles of 
nerve fibres. In many cases we are perplexed by the paucity and 
comparatively slight character of the symptoms directly traceable 
to the spine, and their very constant association, when they have 
attained a certain degree of severity, with others which are more 
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distinctly cerebral. Paralysis, or loss of sensation, indicates a 
further advance : the inflammation is no longer limited to the 
membranes, but, as in the chronic forms of the disease, some 
change has actually passed upon the nerve fibre. 

The condition of the bones should next occupy our attention, 
in so far as their regularity of position, capability of movement, 
and tenderness on pressure are concerned ; and it may be laid 
down as a rule in diagnosis, that when the cord is inflamed, and 
especially when spinal meningitis is present, any sudden twist or 
jarring movement gives more evidence of pain than mere pres- 
sure. Permanent displacement, as a result of caries, may have 
proceeded to a very great degree without any distinct evidence 
of its impeding nervous action ; and when paralysis at length 
occurs, it is often due to inflammatory action set up by the con- 
tiguity of diseased structure. Probably this cause operates even 
more frequently than the pressure dependent on increasing dis- 
tortion : in such circumstances the characters of an acute attack 
are generally wanting. 

As connected with this subject a few words must be said upon the some- 
what fashionable ailment denominated spinal irritation. It is a great misfor- 
tune when a name is given to any affection which conveys an erroneous 
impression of its nature ; irritation of a nerve produces either momentary 
spasm or transient sensation, as the course of the nervous influence is centri- 
fugal or centripetal : and a continuance or repetition of the irritation will pro- 
duce tbe same phenomena in a more or less continued succession : in this view 
all pain and all spasm may be classed generally under nervous irritation, and 
so the true spinal irritation which characterizes the first stage of inflammation 
of the cord produces fixed local pain, and distinct local spasm. On the other 
hand, excessive tenderness or sensibility — hyperesthesia, as it is called, — such 
as occurs in inflamed states of organs, whether with or without actual pain, 
as well as the excessive mobility seen in chorea or delirium tremens, may be 
said to be due to irritability when the ordinary stimulus excites unusual action, 
but there is no proof of irritation. Again, loss of sensation and loss of motion 
are not evidence of either irritability or irritation, but of interruption to the 
transmission of nervous influence, or loss of power in the brain to take cog- 
nizance of the one or originate the other. 

In what is called spinal irritation all these phenomena may be met with, 
and are mixed up together in the most incongruous manner. Some inquirers 
have deceived themselves into the belief that the symptoms were capable of 
classification, and have even detailed examples of cases in which there was 
some pretension ^scientific order and natural sequence ; but in these instances 
they have, no doubt, been misled by their having put leading questions to per- 
sons in whom the prominent condition was a disordered fancy, and by their 
having readily obtained answers in the affirmative. Take the patient's own 
account of symptoms, or put the leading questions in such a form as to develop 
their incongruity, and no doubt need remain of the truth of what is here stated. 
There is often complaint of pain in the back, but its character, in place of 
being fixed, and local, and deep-seated, is diffused, superficial, and variable. 
Movement, at one time alleged to be impossible, is effected with perfect ease 
at another, when the attention is turned to something else : the slightest touch, 
when the question is put, will be said to give pain, and yet firm pressure or a 
considerable jar at another moment is unheeded. This character alone is 
sufficient to distinguish such complaints of pain from those that are of real 
importance; the same remarks apply to the spasms and the paralysis which, 
13 
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each in turn, may form the principal feature of the disorder : they may. by a 
little dexterity on the part of the observer, be proved to have their existence 
only in the exuberant fancy of the patient. If the distinctions in the use of 
terms just pointed out had been clearly kept in view, we should probably never 
have had any doubts or confusion on this subject. 

Chronic disease of the cord is a subject on which little can be 
said in a diagnostic point of view. The great evidence of its ex- 
istence is to be derived from the paralysis which, sooner or later, 
always accompanies it ; but this symptom alone can give little 
information regarding the causes of its occurrence ; because, as 
will be shown in the sequel (see Chap. XV. § 2), one which really 
acts only on a small fragment of the medulla, produces symptoms 
such as we should imagine indicative of disease of a much more 
extensive form. 

The chief guide in determining the nature of the lesion is the 
order of sequence among the phenomena ; thus, in a very general 
way, it may be stated that pressure on the cord gives rise to feel- 
ings of formication, tingling, heat and cold, &c, simultaneously 
with pain in the back : whereas in inflammatory action, even of 
a chronic kind, the pain is more usually associated, in the first 
instance, with spasm, and the sensation of numbness comes on at 
a later period. Both of these are again distinguished from the 
common cases of paraplegia dependent on atrophy of the cord by 
the absence of pain in the latter condition altogether. Another 
circumstance which may serve for our guidance in this, as it does 
in other organs, is the knowledge which pathology gives of the 
relative position and extent of diseased action ; atrophy is con- 
fined to the lower end of the cord ; inflammation is apt to diffuse 
itself widely ; tumors are most commonly found towards its upper 
extremity ; and each of these positions must of necessity be cha- 
racterized by phenomena of different kinds. 

I have said nothing of the means of distinguishing spinal arach- 
nitis from inflammation of the substance of the cord, nor, again, 
of the difference in symptoms between inflammatory softening 
and hardening; they are far too uncertain to be laid down for the 
guidance of the student, who may rest quite satisfied if he can 
distinguish inflammation either of acute or chronic form from 
other lesions. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

PARALYSIS. 

Loss of Sensation — of Power of Motion — Incomplete Paralysis. — 
§ 1. Hemiplegia — Its mode of Incursion — Its Central Origin — 
Causes and Comjilications — § 2. Paraplegia — Its Causes and 
Varieties — General Paralysis — Paralysis Agitans — § 3. Local 
Para lysis — Its Meaning — Nervous — Muscular. 

By paralysis is meant the inability to transmit nervous influ- 
ence, whether in a central or in a peripheral direction ; but the 
term is more usually applied to that manifestation of it which 
consists in loss of muscular power : loss of sensation has been 
called anaesthesia, and a corresponding term for muscular paralysis 
has recently been invented — acinesis : loss of power of motion 
without diminished sensibility is much more frequently met with 
than the converse, and when the two are coincident the diminution 
of mobility is generally much greater than that of sensibility. 
Taking into consideration the compound nature of most of the 
nervous tracts, it will rather appear surprising that the two con- 
ditions should ever be apart, than that they should frequently be 
found associated in the same individual : and in those exceptional 
cases in which the nerve fibres are wholly sensory, or wholly 
motor, we find that the very same circumstances which in the 
one lead to anaesthesia, in the other produce muscular palsy. Tn 
prosecuting the diagnosis of nervous diseases there would there- 
fore seem to be no advantage in separating them in a pathological 
view ; and in semeiology, as has been already observed, objective 
phenomena are generally more certain and conclusive than sub- 
jective. 

The history of the incursion of paralysis and the symptoms 
which have preceded its development, give us the first clue to 
discover the cause on which it depends ; but it is also of use in 
enabling us to determine whether the complaint made by the 
patient of loss of power or numbness be based on a real alteration 
of the condition of the parts, or be entirely, or partly imaginary ; 
a point which is often very difficult to decide when the paralysis 
of the nerve is not complete. In real paralysis we shall either 
find that at one time it has been more perfect than it now is, and 
that it commenced with a comparatively sudden seizure, or that 
it has come on gradually and has been slowly increasing: its 
amount, too, is the same at different times of observation. 

This may be best measured by power of resistance ; but it is 
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necessary to bear in mind that spasm is sometimes associated with 
paralysis,, and while there is little or no voluntary power, the 
muscle under the influence of spasm may offer great resistance to 
movement of the limb by another : such an occurrence can only 
mislead when the observation is very superficial ; one set of mus- 
cles only is affected by the spasm, and that for but a short period, 
the limb under all other circumstances remaining in a powerless 
condition : such spasm is only seen when the paralysis is complete ; 
it is referable to some sort of reflex action. 

The duration of the affection aids in determining the nature of the lesion ; 
we discriminate cases according as we can trace an invasion of recent disease 
on old standing paralysis, or the latter supervening on illness of longer dura- 
tion, or all the symptoms commencing together. Similarly its mode of incur- 
sion may throw light on its cause, as we find it occurring suddenly in apoplexy, 
or more slowly in chronic disease; ushered in by a fit or loss of consciousness, 
or gradually spreading from muscle to muscle ; attaining its maximum in a 
few hours, or advancing from week to week. Occasionally a fallacy presents 
itself in the circumstance that some slight paralysis of long standing is only 
first observed when febrile disturbance is present ; such, for instance, as slight 
strabismus, of which the patient was quite unconscious. This is best corrected 
by ascertaining whether there be any recent change in function ; double vision 
necessarily attends recent strabismus unless the sight of one eye be lost. 

In all forms of incomplete paralysis, whether the patient complain of ina- 
bility to walk, of imperfect power of the hand and arm, or of mere feelings of 
numbness, while yet there is no muscle which cannot be brought to act when 
he is at rest and no resistance offered, we are beset with difficulties, because, 
on the one hand, the cause of the affection is exceedingly obscure, and on the 
other, its main features may be simulated by hysteria or hypochondriasis. It 
is not only during life that this obscurity prevails, but even after death it may 
be wholly impossible to point out the lesion on which it depended. Were other 
instances wanting, very forcible evidence of this fact is derived from instances 
of what is called the paralysis of the insane. 

In such cases we have to seek for other evidence of disease of the brain or 
nerves, if any such can be traced, in actions which do not come under the 
power of volition ; to study the character of the patient, as it may evince 
uervousness, hysteria, exalted imagination, unnatural excitement or depression, 
and to compare one day with another the increase or diminution of symptoms. 
In hysteria especially, variation is the ordinary rule ; consistency, the excep- 
tion. A patient will fail to show any power of resistance, or will bear pretty 
severe pinching at one observation, and at the next the symptoms have un- 
dergone a complete change. But it is to be remembered that the different 
result may be due to the raannner in which the investigation has been made. It 
has happened in my own experience, that one physician pronounced anaesthesia 
to be complete, while another obtained distinct evidence of sensation ; because, 
by the one, only a transient impression was made, which was not transmitted 
to the sensorium, while the other maintained the irritation for some time, and 
at length consciousness of pain became apparent. 

Where we have reason to suspect simulation or imaginary ailment, various 
devices must be had recourse to in abstracting the attention, in avoiding 
leading questions, or perhaps putting them in a wrong direction, so as to 
bring out a want of harmony and consistency in the tale ; we must watch the 
action of those muscles which are less under the control of the will, employed 
in winking, in speech, and in deglutition : but, besides this, we may learn much 
from the gait and movements of the patient, as the real paralytic makes vain 
efforts, which end in partial or complete failure: the " malade imaginaire" 
evidently does not attempt to bring the muscles into play at all ; the will is 
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paralyzed, and not the instruments which it employs. The test of resistance 
which, when judiciously applied, generally serves to detect any exaggeration 
or imposture, is also of great value in discriminating cases in which the prac- 
titioner is liable to be misled by a phrase employed by the patient that he has 
" lost the use of" a limb, when it is only motionless from stiffness or pain of 
the joint ; just as, on the other hand, it may detect the existence of paralysis 
when the patient speaks of it as rheumatism. 

We have no such test to apply in regard to the degree of sensibility, which 
must rest wholly on the report of the individual; but it is well to remember 
that it seldom exists without loss of power at the same time. Loss of sensa- 
tion, when standing alone, except in the case of one or two special nerves, is 
most probably exaggerated ; but, as a sense of numbness or partial insensi- 
bility, it may be the first indication of coming paralysis which excites the 
patient's notice. 

The next point is to determine the form and distribution of the 
affection, because a knowledge of the number of muscles para- 
lyzed, and their relations to the nervous system, is the principal 
element in forming a correct hypothesis regarding the seat and 
nature of the cause. The value of paralysis, as a symptom of 
disease, depends entirely on our acquaintance with the origin and 
course of the nerves, and on our being able to determine the 
point at which the interruption to volition occurs, whether by 
failure of the brain as the organ of mind to receive the power of 
the will, or of the nerve-tubes to transmit that will ; and whether 
the interruption, when affecting its transmission only, can be re- 
ferred to the tract of a single nerve, or must be traced back to 
the common exit or origin of several. We recognize in practice 
three main divisions of paralysis— hemiplegia, affecting one side 
of the body ; paraplegia, implicating both sides equally, or nearly 
to the same degree, up to a certain height ; and local paralysis, 
which may be either limited to a group of muscles supplied by 
one nerve, or one set of nerves, or to single muscles by themselves 
— in the former the disease is probably seated in the course of 
the nervous trunk ; in the latter, in the muscular structure. 

§ 1. Hemiplegia. — This form of paralysis is distinguished by 
its limitation to the muscles on one side of the body : a line cor- 
responding to the axis of the spinal column separates those which 
can no longer be called into exercise by volition, from those which 
retain their healthy action. In its most extended sense the one- 
half of the tongue, the face, the chest, and the abdomen, as well 
as the arm and leg of the affected side, are all implicated : but 
such a condition rarely exists. Some of the muscles are more 
easily affected, some more quickly regain the power of motion ; 
and we seldom see a case in which hemiplegia is complete. It 
may, therefore, become a question, when certain muscles of one 
side of the body are paralyzed, whether the case should be con- 
sidered as one of partial hemiplegia or of local paralysis. And 
this is not a mere question of names ; the correctness of the term 
employed implies a correct judgment regarding the causes of the 
phenomena observed ; because, if we regard it as hemiplegia, we 
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attribute the palsy to a cause acting upon the nervous centres, 
and thus affecting the nerves derived from them on one side ; 
whereas local paralysis points to a cause affecting only the nerve 
itself, and having no necessary connection with the central struc- 
tures at all ; ultimately it may implicate them, primarily it is 
independent. The answer to the question is, in fact, the diagnosis 
of the case. 

The history divides cases of hemiplegia very naturally into 
those ushered in by a " fit," and those in which there has been no 
loss of consciousness. In the former class there is no doubt what- 
ever about the character of the paralysis : its cause is manifestly 
central ; and so far as observations have hitherto gone, its extent 
throws no light whatever on the particular portion of the brain 
involved. Sometimes the progress of the case and the duration 
of the paralysis are of some assistance in determining the nature 
of the changes which in the first instance caused the fit. 

In the latter class the symptoms may have come on gradually 
or suddenly ; depending, in the one case, on disorganization of 
the brain, softening, or abscess ; in the other, on extravasation of 
blood. I am not aware that, in any case, serous effusion has pro- 
duced paralysis without preceding evidence of inflammation, or 
the occurrence of a fit either distinctly convulsive in character, 
or more nearly resembling apoplexy. " When slowly developed, 
we seek for evidence of previous disease of the brain in headache, 
earache, dimness of sight in one eye, double vision, ptosis, deaf- 
ness, or impairment of intellectual power, loss of memory, &c. 
Occasionally, while such circumstances point to some form of 
chronic disease of the brain, the paralysis itself comes on rapidly ; 
in other instances this is the only symptom ; it begins with par- 
tial failure of the power of volition over certain muscles, and 
gradually increases both in extent and intensity. When depend- 
ent on extravasation of blood, the patient has probably been in 
his usual state of health up to the period of seizure ; suddenly he 
becomes conscious of numbness, or loss of power in one of his 
limbs, and the paralysis soon involves the greater part of that 
side of the body. Occasionally the occurrence of headache leads 
to a strong presumption in favor of extravasation ; but this is not 
the rule in such cases. 

The diagnosis between hemiplegia and local paralysis — between 
loss of power depending on changes occurring within the cranium, 
and those affecting the nerve or the muscle — in all cases in which 
the history fails to point out symptoms directly connected with 
the encephalon, must rest entirely upon the distribution of the 
affection in its relation to the anatomy of the nervous system. If 
we find that the palsy includes muscles supplied by nerves which 
have different origins, and have no direct communication with 
each other at their exit, we may be certain that the disorder is 
central. 
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Hemiplegia is very rarely indeed associated with disease of the spinal cord : 
the space in the canal is so limited, that pressure on one-half is sure to affect 
the other, although, perhaps, in slighter degree ; and the two halves are so 
intimately united, that inflammation of the one never fails also to attack the 
other : paralysis of one side of the body is therefore always found with a minor 
degree of the same affection on the other, when the disease is situated in the 
cord, and the case must be considered as one of paraplegia. 

In some cases, hemiplegia may be traced to a tumor within the cranium : its 
presence may be first shown by the occurrence of local paralysis of one of the 
cranial nerves, produced simply by pressure on its tract; hence it was said 
that the cause of local paralysis had no necessary connection with the nerve- 
centres. In such a case the effect of the tumor within the cranium is just the 
same as it would have been had it pressed on the nerve after it had emerged 
from the skull. When it has attained some size, it may destroy a portion of 
the brain in which several nerves take their origin, causing paralysis of each, 
and then we have a case of partial hemiplegia — no longer one of local paraly- 
sis : or it may paralyze several nerves by mere pressure, and though in that 
case it would in reality be an instance of compound local paralysis, yet we 
should not be wrong in assigning to it an intra-cranial cause, which is all that 
diagnosis can assert with any degree of confidence. It does not appear that 
such tumors can by their mere size produce more general hemiplegia : when 
this occurs, it almost certainly depends on the coincidence of inflammation, 
which has led to softening of the brain or effusion of serum. The only possi- 
ble exception is when the pressure is exerted on a portion of the medulla ob- 
longata, and then paraplegia is the usual if not the invariable result. 

By far the most common cause of hemiplegia is extravasation of blood in 
the hemisphere of the brain opposite to the side of the body affected; but 
why this event causes in one case both apoplexy and paralysis, in another 
apoplexy alone, and in a third only hemiplegia, we are not always able to 
determine. It is to be remembered that while, on the one hand, hemiplegia 
does not necessarily follow on apoplexy, so, on the other, its continuance after 
consciousness is restored must not be taken as proving that the fit has been 
of the nature of sanguineous apoplexy ; because it is sometimes dependent 
on effusion of serum, when one lateral ventricle is more distended than the 
other. Extravasation of blood in the brain is so often found associated with 
disease of the heart and arteries, that apart from any consideration of caus- 
ality, the discovery of valvular lesion, or hypertrophy, affords strong presump- 
tive evideuce, in cases of hemiplegia, that they belong to this class rather 
than to serous effusion or chronic disease. .In connection with this subject 
we must again refer to the plugging up of an artery by a mass of fibrin de- 
tached from a diseased valve. In most cases the paralysis is produced by 
disorganization of brain resulting from imperfect nutrition ; but it also ap- 
pears to be sometimes the immediate effect of the stoppage of the supply of 
blood, when the symptoms are necessarily more quickly developed than in the 
other instance; but neither present the character of rapidity belonging to ex- 
travasation, and in neither is there anything like an apoplectic attack. 

§ 2. Paraplegia. — Rarely a sudden seizure except after injury 
of the spine, it is but seldom dependent on cerebral disease ; in 
both, respects it stands in complete contrast to hemiplegia. As 
in hemiplegia, however, the power of movement is generally 
more affected than the sensibility : but loss of the one seldom 
exists without partial failure of the other. Its characteristic is 
that it affects both sides of the body symmetrically, although 
not necessarily to the same degree. Its history points out its 
more or less gradual development, the occurrence of some acci- 
dent or injury to the back, or it may perhaps afford evidence of 
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disease of the brain. It ought always to be ascertained whether 
there be any deviation from the normal condition of the bones of 
the spine, or any point at which a sudden jar or blow causes more 
pain than elsewhere ; we have then to consider how high the con- 
dition of paralysis extends. 

a. In its most common form, the disease has come on by slow 
degrees, observed first, perhaps in one leg, and soon after in the 
other, and still exhibited to a greater degree in the limb in which 
it was first felt, but extending no higher than the loins ; it has 
been preceded by no accident, is accompanied by no distortion, 
and is entirely without pain. The patient at first only feels some 
weakness in the knees, and very frequently in walking, experi- 
ences a sensation as if he were treading on soft wool ; the muscu- 
lar sense is soon lost, and he needs to look at his feet to know 
where he steps; gradually the paralysis increases, and in the 
worst cases he is at length reduced to such a state that he has no 
power even to move his limbs in bed except with the assistance 
of his hands, and yet the upper half of the body is unaffected. 
This is dependent on a condition of simple atrophy of the lower 
part of the cord ; there is no evidence of inflammation, acute or 
chronic, during life, no appearance of it after death : nor do the 
remedies which generally influence the progress of inflammation 
show any power over this disease. 

b. The form occurring next in frequency is that dependent on 
injury or disease of the spine — fracture or caries of the bone, and 
ulceration of the intervertebral cartilage. Displacement follow- 
ing on these causes may of itself give rise to paralysis ; but in 
chronic cases it is seldom found unaccompanied by evidence of 
inflammatory action : we may, therefore, for all practical purposes, 
include in the same case the paralysis consequent on concussion, 
which may result at once from the accident, and be perpetuated 
by inflammation, or may only supervene some time after the in- 
jury has been received. Here the diagnosis is generally facilitated 
by the history of an accident or by the evidence of displacement. 
But it sometimes happens that the ulceration of the intervertebral 
cartilage sets up inflammation in the membranes of the cord before 
displacement occurs ; and while the pain on movement, and stiff- 
ness of the back, are only supposed to be rheumatic, symptoms 
more or less distinct of this inflammation are developed, and 
paralysis speedily follows. In such cases, accurate diagnosis 
depends upon the correct appreciation of these symptoms, espe- 
cially with reference to the seat of previous pain and stiffness; 
but it must be confessed that the knowledge often comes too late 
to be of much service, in practice. 

c. Idiopathic inflammation of the cord, of itself, as we have 
seen, a comparatively rare disease, may give rise to symptoms of 
paralysis under three distinct conditions ; they may be only the 
evidence of further disintegration, and the immediate approach 
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of death ; they may remain for a lengthened period in conse- 
quence of chronic thickening after the acute symptoms have 
passed by ; or they may arise without any previous acute symp- 
toms — the inflammation from the first presenting only the cha- 
racters of a subacute or chronic form. An exposure to cold, the 
occurrence of pain in the back, and the comparative suddenness 
of the attack, point to a condition different from what has been 
recognized as the consequence of atrophy. The resulting para- 
lysis is paraplegia, but there is very generally a considerable dif- 
ference in the degree to which the limbs on each side are palsied. 

d. The pressure of a tumor on some portion of the cord may 
also give rise to paraplegia : when occurring in the lower region 
of the back, with no external evidence of its presence, it is not 
to be distinguished from cases of atrophy ; but when the para- 
lysis has come on gradually, when no history of injury is ob- 
tained, and no evidence of distortion exists, when the patient is 
free from pain, and the upper extremities are partially involved 
as well as the lower, good ground exists for suspecting the exist- 
ence of this form of disease ; when the breathing is also inter- 
fered with, its seat is probably at the base of the brain, and it 
may be expected soon to prove fatal. 

e. Spinal apoplexy is«one of the rarest forms of disease of the 
cord. The symptoms are said to be very much what might have 
been anticipated from our knowledge of cerebral apoplexy ; vio- 
lent pain in the region of the effusion, general convulsions, sud- 
den paralysis, which, in place of affecting one side of the body, 
occupies its lower half to an extent determined by the distance 
of the effusion from the top of the canal : it is generally unac- 
companied by coma, and proves speedily fatal. 

/. General paralysis. This is the only form affecting both 
sides of the body which has its seat in the brain : seldom com- 
plete until towards its close, it is marked by a general loss of 
muscular powers, an occasional difficulty in articulation, a tripping 
over or stuttering and slurring certain words, as in the early 
stages of intoxication. It is seen in its most typical form in the 
paralysis of the insane, where, along with the gradual abolition 
of the muscular power, there is a correspondingly gradual loss of 
mental consciousness, ending in perfect fatuity ; it is usually pre- 
ceded by symptoms of alienation of mind having more or less 
the character of exaltation of ideas ; the patient imagines that he 
has acquired an enormous fortune ; or the quiet steady man of 
business becomes suddenly gay and extravagant ; the delusions 
seem always to have the character of happiness and 'contentment. 

Pathological anatomy is not yet sufficiently advanced to point 
out in all such cases what are the actual changes in structure on 
which the disease depends, the brain being found in very various 
states after death. 

A corresponding form of disease exists without the accompani- 
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ment of insanity, in which it is also quite impossible to predict 
the actual lesion that will be discovered ; and though in some 
rare cases no appreciable change of structure can be detected, yet 
their whole character warrants us in assigning disease of the brain 
as their cause. The consistency of the affection, its extension to 
one or other or both of the upper, as well as the lower, extremi- 
ties, makes it probable that the seat of disease is above the spinal 
column ; and, having satisfied ourselves that the vertebras of the 
neck are free from disease or distortion, our next step is to an- 
alyze with care the condition of the cranial nerves ; deafness, un- 
equal action of the pupils, strabismus, &c, are to be taken as 
evidence of disease in the cranium. It is worthy of remark that, 
while these nerves are affected only on one side, and one arm is 
perhaps decidedly weaker than the other, the legs are usually 
equally paralyzed. The paralysis is sometimes coincident with 
a condition of spasm which affords pretty conclusive evidence 
that the disease is situated in the brain itself. 

Its progress is generally very slow, and the failure in muscular 
power may vary greatly in intensity in different parts of the body, 
being generally most complete where its existence was first recog- 
nized. In the paralysis of the insane, the defect in speech is 
generally that which is first observed ; ii* other cases this is not 
so, but its existence is always very important in diagnosis. The 
absence of any other indication of disease besides loss of power, 
in some instances, has led to their being mistaken for cases of 
hysteria or hypochondriasis. 

g. Paralysis agitans: although clearly not belonging to the 
class paraplegia, the few remarks to be made on this disorder will 
best follow the description of general paralysis. There is no evi- 
dence of brain disease ; the intellectual faculties are unimpaired, 
the cranial nerves are not liable to be implicated ; indeed, it is 
not proved that its seat is the nerves themselves, but, like chorea, 
it consists in some disturbance of the relation between nervous 
influence and muscular movement ; there is no anaesthesia. It is 
chiefly a disease of old age, comes on gradually with shaking of 
the head or of the extremities ; these are, indeed, its only diag- 
nostic features : it is occasionally left as the result of convulsions 
in infancy. 

An analogous disease is seen in the tremor of those subjected 
to the constant action of mercurial vapor. The tremor, in this 
case, is only excited by voluntary muscular movement, the indi- 
vidual at other times being perfectly still ; and its seat is most 
probably in the nervous system, as it sometimes presents the phe- 
nomena of wakefulness and delirium. It is one of the examples 
of slow poisoning mentioned in an earlier part of this volume. 

In all the conditions just referred to we are very much at a loss in attempting 
to explain the relation of the phenomena to change of structure in the nerv- 
ous system. This difficulty is much increased by the fact that, whatever be 
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the form of lesion, and however local and limited in its nature, we have the 
same general result of paralysis affecting both sides of the body alike ; and 
therefore, practically, the important considerations in paraplegia are limited 
to the recognition of acute and chronic disease, and caries or injury of bone. 
When any doubt is entertained with regard to the reality of partial paraplegia, 
it may be always solved by observing with due care the mode in which the 
feet are set down in attempting to walk ; there is an indescribable uncertainty 
about the gait of a paraplegic which imposture can never successfully imitate. 

§ 3. Local Paralysis. — It has been already explained, in speak- 
ing of hemiplegia, that this appellation is, in strictness, confined 
to cases of paralysis not having a central origin. When its cause 
is nervous, the affection of the nerve is located somewhere after it 
has emerged from the cerebro-spinal axis. Due regard to the 
extent and special distribution of the affection, and knowledge of 
the anatomy of the nervous system, form the groundwork for the 
diagnosis of local paralysis ; it is limited to the organ which some 
particular nerve supplies. The cranial nerves, issuing singly 
from the brain, afford the most frequent examples ; thus we have 
amaurosis, ptosis of one eyelid, anaesthesia, or palsy of one side of 
the face, &c. In all such cases we have to assure ourselves well 
that no other cranial nerve is similarly affected, because, when 
more than one is implicated, there is good ground for believing 
not only that the lesion is within the cranium, but that it probably 
also involves the brain itself. In the case of the fifth and seventh 
pairs, where contiguity or admixture of fibres of different kinds 
exists, the relations of paralysis of sensation and motion are some- 
times such, that we can define the exact portion of the nerve in 
which the disease is seated. Ambiguity is, to a certain extent, in 
many instances unavoidable ; because while some very slight dis- 
ease within the cranium may produce local paralysis and nothing 
more, it is yet equally true that this form of palsy may be the 
first manifestation of serious disorganization. 

Pressure of a tumor on the brachial plexus, or upon the crural 
nerve, may give rise to symptoms of palsy and anaesthesia more 
or less complete in the limbs to which they are distributed : a not 
unfrequent instance of this condition is the numbness of the legs 
during pregnancy. 

Some forms of local paralysis are more directly connected 
with the muscular structure than with the nerve by which it is 
supplied. This condition is met with — especially affecting the 
extensors of the forearm — in lead palsy, but also involving to a 
less degree the flexors. The colic which usually precedes the 
affection of the forearm, is probably caused by corresponding 
paralysis of the muscular coat of the intestines. 

Drop-wrist is also occasionally met with in over-worked, half- 
starved tailors and needlewomen, without colic, without blue-line, 
or any evidence of lead poison, and would seem to be produced 
by the forced and long-continued action of ill-nourished muscles. 
Similarly, an over-strain of muscle, on perhaps only one occasion, 
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is sometimes followed by loss of power. Paralysis of the bladder 
from distension affords a ready example. 

Another cause of local paralysis, which, in the end, becomes 
general, should be mentioned — viz., fatty degeneration. Its pa- 
thological relations are not understood ; but weakness and wasting 
of one muscle after another, proceeding in a direction which does 
not necessarily follow the anatomical relations of the nervous 
system, may be suspected to be due to this change ; it is not 
possible to give any definite rule for its diagnosis. 

The history of the case, as has been already remarked, serves 
to exclude instances in which local paralysis is the last remnant 
of a more general affection, or the only effect of' an apoplectic 
attack; these evidently belong to hemiplegia. In other cases it 
points out, when the disease has come on suddenly, what has been 
the exciting cause ; or it indicates, by the slow supervention of 
the affection, that it is clue to some condition of long standing. 
Such, for example, is the history of colic. 

Local paralysis is not generally a disease of grave import : it is 
much more so when the cranial nerves are the seat of the affection 
than when spinal nerves only are implicated ; and among these 
considerable differences exist. Facial paralysis, coming on after 
exposure to cold, is one of the least important. Amaurosis is a 
very distressing disease to the patient ; but ptosis is a symptom 
of much more serious consequence in the mind of the physician. 
Strabismus^ childhood, after eclampsia, is common, and not of 
much consequence; while in the adult its presence is of evil 
augury, when of recent occurrence. But, as before remarked, the 
coexistence of affection of two distinct nerves (e. g., facial palsy 
with strabismus) gives most cause for serious apprehension; or 
the concurrence of any of them singly with symptoms, however 
obscure, which can be traced in any way to disease of the brain. 

Loss of power is more definite in its indications than loss of 
sensation, inasmuch as the one is an objective, the other a subjec- 
tive phenomenon; but yet even loss of power may, to a certain 
extent, be exaggerated, if not wholly simulated, in incomplete 
paralysis, by the imaginings of the patient ; and such cases are 
always more difficult of diagnosis than when the power of motion 
is entirely lost. Patients often speak of numbness when they do 
not mean anesthesia at all ; there is no loss of feeling, but perhaps 
a sensation of tingling, or formication, to which the name is ap- 
plied. Such cases are rather to be regarded as an indistinct form 
of neuralgia, than as local paralysis. 

The bearing of diagnosis on treatment in all cases of local para- 
lysis, may be summed up in the discovery of its cause, whether 
that be revealed by the history of the case, or can be gathered 
from a knowledge of the portion of the nerve which is the seat of 
lesion, and a consideration of the structures immediately surround- 
ing it, in so far as they may interfere with the transmission of 
volition and sensation through the nerve fibre. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

NEURALGIA. 

Its Place in Classification — Distinguished from Pain — Inflamma- 
tion — General Pain — Local Pain — Irritation — Neuralgia proper 
— § 1. Tic Douloureux — § 2. Semicrania — § 3. Sciatica — § 4. 
Angina Pectoris — § 5. Spinal Neuralgia. 

The term neuralgia is one which only serves to remind us of 
the limited range of our knowledge : had we attained to a perfect 
pathology, it would find no place in a systematic classification of 
disease, except as a symptom. In itself a mere sensation dependent 
on a variety of causes, we are yet forced very often to rest satis- 
fied with the knowledge of its existence, without being able to 
trace it backward to its true source in the causality of disease ; 
and at the same time its very vagueness too often serves as a 
cloak for ignorance, or furnishes a ground for deception. It is 
exposed to all the difficulties in investigation which are insepara- 
ble from merely subjective phenomena, and there are few indica- 
tions by which we can correct an opinion we are driven to form 
merely upon the patient's own statement. Even when convinced 
that there is no exaggeration or deception, we are still so ignorant 
of the changes in nervous structure, that when able to prove by 
post-mortem evidence that there has been no traceable cause for 
the pain, we must rest satisfied with the fact that it has been felt, 
and with the expression that it was neuralgia. 

One point is perhaps not sufficiently attended to in the employ- 
ment of the term, that while in truth all pain is perceived by the 
nerves, and in that sense is seated in the nerve, yet all pain ought 
not to be called neuralgia. The true distinction between the two 
is that in the one instance the sensation is produced by some irri- 
tation acting locally on the terminal filaments of the nerves which 
are the normal recipients of it, while in the other it is caused by 
something affecting the trunk of the nerve, that bundle of fibres, 
large or small, lying within the neurilemma, which in a state of 
health does not receive but transmit the sensation : consequently, 
neuralgia properly so-called affects all the sensitive branches 
uniting to form the trunk on which the irritation acts, and pain 
is felt sometimes distinctly to the terminal filaments, sometimes 
vaguely in the course of the ramifying fibres. As in paralysis, 
a knowledge of the parts over which pain is distributed, and of 
the anatomical relations of the nerves, will best assist us in dis- 
tinguishing between neuralgia and local pain. When two dis- 
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tinct parts of the body, having no nervous communication with 
each other, are both in the seat of pain, the presumption is very- 
strong that they are not simultaneously affected with neuralgia ; 
when all the structures supplied by one nerve are painful, it is 
highly improbable that each should be influenced by a local cause ; 
when one form of structure only is affected, we are led to suspect 
that there must be some change in that to account for the suffer- 
ing, rather than an affection of the nerve : these rules are well 
exemplified in the diagnosis between rheumatism and neuralgia. 

At the risk of repetition, I must again remark that if there be a distinction 
between pain and neuralgia, it is still greater between all sorts of pain and 
inflammation. Pain is the expression of irritation of nerve matter, and nothing 
more ; in different individuals it has a very different signification ; some are 
intolerant of pain, and generally use big-sounding words to express it — it is 
terrible, dreadful, intense — when, in reality, there is little derangement ; some 
are callous and indifferent, and will scarcely admit that they suffer pain, when 
such disorder is present as can .scarcely exist without it. Perhaps the best 
criterion of the reality and amount of pain experienced by the patient, is 
when it produces an expression of anxiety and pinching of the features ; this 
is something quite different from the eyebrows being knitted together in a 
frown, and is equally distinct from the sadness and tear-shedding aspect of 
hysteria; it is one of the points in the physiognomy of disease which has to 
be learned by the student. 

It may be stated generally that pain accompanying inflammatory action is 
less noticed by the patient than that attending nervous disorders, whether 
functional or neuralgic. The pain of inflammation is described as acute, 
darting, or stabbing, in opposition to dull, aching pain ; and that of suppura- 
tion as a throbbing pain : but the whole vital functions are so deranged that 
the attention is less engrossed by it, and it less frequently forms the chief 
subject of complaint: perhaps, too, it is not so constant; and as it is aggra- 
vated by pressure, it is also in some measure dependent on movement, anil is 
therefore less felt in perfect quietude. Inflammations of various organs differ 
very materially in the amount of pain they cause ; the bones, joints" and liga- 
ments, the skin, and the serous membranes, become the seat of much greater 
pain when inflamed than the mucous membranes and the viscera. For ex- 
ample, in peritonitis, acute rheumatism, gout, carbuncle, the pain is generally 
a prominent symptom ; in inflammations of the liver, the bowels, and the 
bladder, it is much less noticeable : again, a dyspeptic headache is much more 
complained of than the pain of the most intense meningitis ; in acute pleurisy, 
the patient dare not cough or draw a deep breath ; and yet, till his attention 
be drawn to it, the pain may be the last thing he speaks of. Corroding cancer 
affords an example of pain without inflammation, which is verv severe and 
lancinating, and yet patients occasionally present themselves who suffer very 
little while laboring under that dreadful'malady. 

In Chapter II. allusion was made to the lessons taught by the 
duration of pain ; when it was stated that its importance in cases 
of long-standing is to be measured by its effects, and that when 
of recent date, it is a symptom of but little consequence in per- 
sons who have been long ailing, while their general health is not 
seriously undermined. These considerations suffice to show the 
necessity of inquiring into the patient's previous history, and in 
doing so we shall often find that the precursory symptoms, or the 
circumstances which have seemed to give rise to it, throw great 
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light on its causes. General pain, by which is meant pain or 
aching not limited to particular organs, but irregularly distributed 
over the body, is commonly an indication of general disorder ; 
such as we have already studied in what are called blood-diseases, 
fevers, rheumatisms, even ansemia: it may be muscular, or con- 
fined to the joints, to the bones (e. g., rheumatic periostitis), or to 
the nervous system, with headache and pain in the back. These 
varieties in its manifestation, comprising the individual elements 
of which the sum of general pain is composed, lead us by analysis 
to the various diseases and disorders in which we have already 
met with it as one of the symptoms. Another form of general 
pain is somewhat analogous in character to neuralgia ; it is re- 
ferred to the sensitive filaments of the nerve, but has its real seat 
in some portion of the cerebro-spinal axis, and is caused by dis- 
ease of or pressure upon some portion of the central organs ; it 
is often very irregular in its manifestation, and is of great import- 
ance when associated, as it is sooner or later, with spasm or para- 
lysis : occasionally it is complained of in parts which have lost 
some degree of their ordinary sensibility. Apart from such 
corroborative symptoms, there is nothing in the pain itself to 
distinguish its cause ; when more limited in its distribution, it is 
apt to be confounded with neuralgia ; when diffuse and irregular, 
it resembles muscular rheumatism. 

Local pain is either direct or sympathetic ; when accompanied 
by a febrile state, it is always referable to some congestion or 
inflammation; without fever, it is either dependent on some 
chronic ailment of the part, some unfitness for the performance 
of its ordinary functions, or it must be regarded simply as neu- 
ralgia. The first inquiry, therefore, is whether there be any 
alteration in the function, normal condition, or nutrition of the 
part in which pain is complained of; next, whether any ailment 
exist elsewhere of which such pain is known to be sympathetic. 

Examples of such affections are found in disorder of the liver, being fre- 
quently associated with pain in the right shoulder ; nephralgia, especially cal- 
culus of the kidney, causing pain in the thigh, groin, or testicle; irritation of 
the bladder being referred to the meatus urinarius ; disease of the womb, leu- 
chorrhceal and other discharges, being accompanied by pain across the sacrum ; 
disease of the hip-joint being often indicated by pain in the knee, &c. Some 
practitioners have recently attempted to substitute a theory of sympathetic 
or perhaps reflex pain, connected with the uterus and ovaries, for that of 
spinal irritation, as affording an explanation of some of the anomalous pains 
of hysterical females. This wants confirmation, and will in all probability be 
found as baseless as the spinal irritation theory. 

We must not overlook the consideration that direct pain in local inflamma- 
tion is aggravated by movement or pressure, and is indeed sometimes only 
spoken of as produced by such circumstances ; bearing in mind, at the same 
time the exaggeration of this fact exemplified intfie tenderness of hysteria. 

Should careful inquiry reveal no definite cause for local pain, 
we must be content with the terms neuralgia and irritation ; not 
that they are in themselves satisfactory, but they serve to distin- 
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guish conditions beyond which we cannot at present penetrate. 
Patients generally are unacquainted with the situation and distri- 
bution of nerves, and therefore we may fairly assume that there 
is more of reality and less of imagination in pain described as 
following the known course of some nerve, than in that which is 
anomalous and irregular. But while remembering that it may 
be the effect of imagination, or may be simply imposture, and 
while all pain unaccompanied by local lesion is very liable to 
exaggeration, yet we know that irritation really does occur, and 
does give rise to pain, and therefore it must not be ignored only 
because we cannot find out its cause. Examples of local irrita- 
tion are found in toothache, earache, muscular rheumatism, the 
effects of exercise or strain, as well as in painful digestion, pain- 
ful menstruation, &c. An hysterical or chlorotic female has 
almost always pain in the left sidQ ; this is probably due to the 
liability to excited action of the heart, present in such cases, 
associated, as it commonly is with flatulent distension of the sto- 
mach. When local irritation has a persistent character, we may 
conclude that there is some hidden cause for its presence. 

Pain dependent on irritation is of more importance when ac- 
companied by tenderness on pressure : so true is this, that even 
sympathetic pain, when severe, will produce tenderness in the 
part where the pain is felt, although we know certainly that the 
seat of the disease and the cause of the pain is located elsewhere. 
This observation must of course be taken with the limitation that 
it is not hysterical tenderness accompanying hysterical irritation. 

It is sometimes quite impossible to determine the circumstances 
which give rise to this nervous irritation ; its cause, for example, 
may be inseparably bound up with derangement of stomach or 
disorder of the intestinal canal, while its effects are really pro- 
duced at a very distant part. When the stomach has been emp- 
tied by vomiting, or the primae via? cleared out by a brisk pur- 
gative, the pain immediately ceases. In such circumstances, as 
well as in those more usually called sympathetic, there is probably 
something of a reflex action ; and to them the name of neuralgia 
might with some propriety be applied ; it seems better, however, 
to confine it to cases in which there is some actual impression on 
the nerve-trunk, producing sensations in the branches. Though 
not limited to any particular nerves, there are a few in which it 
is more commonly met with than in others, and to them distinct 
names have been applied. 

§ 1. Tic Douloureux. — This disorder usually affects the branches 
of the fifth pair ; it is described as a darting pain which thrills 
along the course of the nerve to its remotest branches. Sometimes 
limited to one, sometimes extending to all of the main divisions 
of the nerve, its momentary shock seizes the individual without 
warning under a variety of exciting causes. The pain is intense, 
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though transient, leaving an aching for some few minutes after it 
has passed ; it recurs again and again on the occasion of any 
fresh stimulus, whether speaking, eating, a draught of air, or a 
touch, or even without apparent cause. Its associations are so 
numerous as to defy classification ; it is enough here to say, that 
in many instances treatment directed to correcting general disor- 
dered statef of system is successful in its removal ; and we are 
therefore called upon to investigate all the correlative symptoms, 
not as an aid to diagnosis, which is generally only too unmistaka- 
ble, but as a guide to rational treatment. The most intractable 
cases are those in which there is coexisting disease at the root of 
the nerve; they present to us the same problem as epilepsy, so 
difficult of solution, why an abiding cause of irritation should 
only manifest itself in paroxysms. 

§ 2. Hemicrania. — Much more diffuse than tic, its paroxysms 
are not nearly so intense, but they are of very much longer dura- 
tion ; like it, they very generally entirely subside for a time, to 
return at no long interval; but in this disease there is very fre- 
quently a marked regularity or periodicity in the recurrence; in 
such cases its popular name is brow ague. Its situation is not so 
much in the face and the course of the fifth nerve, as generally 
over one side of the head, referred especially to the forehead, and 
frequently affecting the eyeball. When associated, as it often is, 
with a debilitated or exhausted condition of the body, it is less 
distinctly periodic, and easily curable by means calculated to 
remedy the general health; in its purely intermittent form it is 
only a manifestation of malarious poison. 

§ 3. Sciatica. — It is very often difficult to make out whether a 
patient be suffering from chronic rheumatism or sciatica ; but the 
distinction in such cases is of less importance, as this form of 
neuralgia is very frequently of rheumatic origin. In a well- 
marked case, the pain is described as extending from the sciatic 
notch down the back of the thigh and leg; and the effect of 
counter-irritants in its treatment seems to prove that the pain is 
due to subacute inflammation of the neurilemma. But it is often 
much more diffuse; and then it is quite as likely that the ultimate 
filaments of the nerve are the seat of irritation, as its main trunk. 
This is especially the case when the pain is more sensibly felt in 
the proximity of the joints; it is probable, in such cases, that 
those are its real seat, although not spoken of by the patient, 
whose description is so vague that it can only be determined by 
the effect of movement; forced flexion of the joints is always 
painless in sciatica, voluntary motion gives pain alike in both 
diseases. In sciatica the pain is not increased, as it usually is in 
rheumatism, by the patient bearing his weight on the limb ; local 
disease of the joints can hardly lead to any perplexity, as pain is 
14 
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not an early, and rarely an urgent symptom in such cases. The 
existence of previous pain in other joints or limbs would lead us 
to suspect that it was of rheumatic character, even when convinced 
from other circumstances that the case was clearly one of neuralgia. 

§ 4. Angina Pectoris. — This is perhaps the best place to con- 
sider a disease of which all that we know is that it is accompanied 
by intense pain, referred to the cardiac region, and doubtless 
experienced in the nerves of the. heart itself; while it also sympa- 
thetically extends down the left arm, sometimes as far as the 
terminations of the ulnar nerve in the two last fingers. The cir- 
cumstances which prove its cardiac origin, are its sudden and 
apparently causeless occurrence, its independence of feelings of 
dyspnoea, the sensation of extreme faintness, and, what is some- 
times so well described by the patient, a sensation as if the heart 
had stood still. These points are quite sufficient to establish its 
diagnosis; and as yet we must rest satisfied with the knowledge 
of its spasmodic character. 

In most cases of angina, disease of the heart exists; sometimes 
such as may be detected by the stethoscope, frequently of such a 
character as escapes observation, or can only be inferred from 
general indications, such as fatty disease and ossific deposits, 
especially in the coronary arteries. There can be no question 
that such conditions predispose to it; but neither do they of neces- 
sity produce it, nor are they essential to it; patients with organic 
disease have no angina, others have angina in whom there is no 
reason to believe that the heart is diseased. This leads us to 
classify it among the neuralgias as being especially characterized 
by spasmodic pain, and as leaving behind it after death no definite 
record of its existence. 

It is liable to be confounded with the palpitation produced by 
dyspepsia, and especially that which in nervous persons accom- 
panies flatulent distension of the stomach. Such a mistake can 
only occur with those who are hasty in their conclusions, and 
who do not inquire accurately into the mode of incursion of every 
disorder; the one almost always makes its first attack during 
exertion, or in consequence of sudden and violent emotion; the 
other most generally awakes the patient out of a troubled sleep, 
and has been preceded by a continuance of dyspeptic symptoms. 
The amount of anxiety and distress, and the duration of the attack 
do not correspond in the two affections ; the one is momentary, 
and of such intensity that the patient feels he could not survive 
its duration, if prolonged for ever so short a time ; the other is 
much less violent, and more continuous. 

The attack of angina is occasionally closely simulated by what 
is called masked gout, especially when the disease is retrocedent. 
The fact of its existence in the joints, perhaps only the day before, 
and its sudden disappearance having been almost immediately 
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followed by the spasmodic pain, is too marked a coincidence to 
be overlooked ; in other cases, the previous occurrence of extreme 
dyspeptic symptoms, and irregular pains, a gouty history and 
diathesis, as well as the slower incursion and longer duration of 
the seizure, lead us to the conviction that it is not angina, and will 
probably serve to point out its true nature. It seems almost un- 
necessary to add that, obscure as many of these cases of masked 
gout undoubtedly are, true diagnosis is most essential to correct 
treatment. 

§ 5. Spinal Neuralgia. — Lumbago has been already mentioned 
as one of the most severe and common forms of muscular rheu- 
matism ; pain in the back has been referred to as an indication of 
an attack of smallpox, and as not uncommon in fever generally ; 
it is also an accompaniment of irritation of the kidney, and is 
sympathetic of uterine disorder. But we still meet with pain in 
the back which cannot be referred to any of those causes ; in very 
many cases, it is merely one of the forms of hysteria, and as such, 
with its many anomalous characters, its irregular manifestations, 
and its power over the imagination of its victims, has given rise 
to many false theories, and to much pernicious practice ; nothing 
can be more deplorable than the permanent mischief which has 
frequently ensued from confining such persons to a recumbent 
posture, till the best advice and the most judicious treatment may 
fail for years to set them again on their legs. The views of those 
who ascribe "this affection to irritation within the spinal canal, 
appear to me most unphilosophical and most unsatisfactory. We 
must, indeed, refer it to what has been distinguished as irritation — 
a condition of the sensitive "extremities of the nerves, of which in 
reality we know nothing; but it is assuredly not an irritation of 
nerve centres or of nerve trunks. 

This class of cases is deserving of careful study, in order that 
we may not be misled by them, as trrey form a large proportion 
of the nervous affections of the back ; their diagnosis is based 
upon those general features which mark the hysteric tendency ; 
long ailment, without serious impairment of health ; inconsistency 
between subjective and objective phenomena ; excessive, but un- 
real tenderness ; and pain, evidently not limited to one nerve or 
one set of nerves, unreasonably excited by trivial causes, and not 
increased by others, except the patient be led to expect that it 
ought to be. But it often requires great care to discriminate 
these spurious affections from the pain caused by disease of the 
vertebra, before alteration in form and direction proves the pre- 
sence of caries. If any one character more than another can 
serve to distinguish them, it is that a sudden jar or shock to the 
spine will necessarily increase the pain attendant on disease of 
bone. 

One of the most common causes of backache among delicate 
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persons js the exhaustion of muscle in maintaining the erect pos- 
ture. The cause of irritation can be most easily proved to be of 
this nature by its entire disappearance on the patient's assuming 
the recumbent posture : movement, by throwing the strain on 
other muscles, also affords temporary relief, and this serves to dis- 
tinguish it from muscular rheumatism. The hysterical affection 
is very often engrafted upon this muscular pain. 

When such cases are eliminated, only a very few remain to 
which the name of neuralgia, as already defined, can apply. 
They are very generally rheumatic in their origin, but do not 
exhibit in any great degree the character usually associated with 
rheumatism, of being aggravated by motion ; we cannot get be- 
yond the fact of local pain limited to parts supplied by a single 
set of nerves. It is important to observe whether there be any 
loss of ordinary sensibility or of muscular power, as such cir- 
cumstances would indicate a more serious affection than simple 
neuralgia. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

EXAMINATION OF THE CHEST. 

Importance of Correct Knowledge— its Sources— % 1. History and 
General Symptoms— Acute and Chronic Disease— Pain— Indica- 
tions of Fever— of Emaciation— The Breathing— Cough— Expec- 
toration— § 2. Physical Signs— (a) External Appearances— (b) 
Percussion— its Teaching— Sources of Error— (c) Auscultation — 
its Application — False Nomenclature — Row Deductions are to be 
drawn. 

In the ordinary course of inquiry, we have next to examine 
the condition of the organs contained in the chest ; and in order 
to insure habits of accuracy in diagnosis, the student should make 
a rule under no circumstances to omit it; in practice, he may 
subsequently limit himself to a few general questions with regard 
to cough, dyspnoea, or palpitation, and the existence of pain or 
expectoration. If the answers to such queries be unsatisfactory, 
further inquiry is evidently called for : but even when they fail 
to elicit any statement indicating the presence of disease, the ex- 
amination of the chest may be attended with the most important 
results: it is scarcely too much to say that diagnosis would be less 
frequently at fault, and treatment more uniformly beneficial, if it 
were our constant practice to ascertain the leading characters of 
the respiration and the heart's action in all classes of disease, just 
as we are accustomed to look at the tongue and feel the pulse. 
A cursory examination at least serves to assure us that there is 
or is not disease of much amount, while a more careful investi- 
gation may bring to light some fact which will in great measure 
serve to explain circumstances previously unintelligible. 

§ 1. History and General Symptoms. — The history of the case 
sometimes affords but little information, while in other instances 
it may almost alone serve as the basis for correct diagnosis. The 
duration of the attack at once separates cases of recent origin 
from those which, by their continuance or repetition, are shown 
to be more or less chronic : from the date of the first deviation 
from health and the order of sequence among the phenomena, 
we learn whether pain or febrile symptoms, coryza or expectora- 
tion, attended its commencement, or the cough came on gradu- 
ally ; and we are also enabled to place by themselves cases in 
which the very important fact can be elicited that blood has been 
occasionally mixed with the sputa. Any past illness, directly or 
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indirectly bearing on disease of the chest, should be noted, be- 
cause it would show either that the symptoms were secondary on 
disease in other organs, or that the present attack was one of a 
succession of similar character, or that, it had sprung out of the 
organic changes wrought by the previous illness. 

In the present condition of the patient we have to consider 
whether the general symptoms indicate inflammatory fever or 
hectic, or freedom from any febrile disturbance ; the pulse must 
be especially noticed, as it is one of the more direct signs of dis- 
ease of the heart. The appearance may be one of health and 
strength, or of weakness and emaciation ; the aspect may betray 
signs of anxiety, as caused by pain or breathlessness ; the color 
of the face may have the dusky hue of ill-ventilated blood, or 
the brilliancy of hectic. We have to pay regard to the posture 
which disease may oblige the patient to assume for the relief of 
labored respiration ; and while listening to complaints of pain or 
discomfort, we watch the character of the breathing and cough, 
with regard to frequency and force, comparing the former espe- 
cially with the quickness and power of the pulse ; it is also im- 
portant to ascertain the character of the expectoration. 

These circumstances may point either to disease of the heart or of the 
lungs. The history of the former is generally obscure, the origin unknown 
to the patient himself, and the duration extremely uncertain ; and it is per- 
haps only when the pain of pericarditis marks the commencement of that dis- 
ease, that any definite information is gained. 

The duration of the different affections'of the chest varies in a very re- 
markable degree ; the only important points connected with this inquiry are 
the recent occurrence of an acute attack, the continuous illness of some 
weeks or months which especially characterize rapid phthisis and the yearly 
return of cough in chronic bronchitis, emphysema, and the more tardy forms 
of tubercular disease. In organic changes of the heart's structure shortness 
of breath is sometimes spoken of as a symptom of many years' standing ; at 
the same time it will constantly be experienced in practice that very serious 
disorganization must have been proceeding for years, without any conscious- 
ness of its existence on the part of the sufferer. 

Not unfrequently the date which is assigned as the commencement of the 
attack is altogether erroneous ; the first symptoms have not been observed, 
or have been forgotten ; some persons speak of having had cough as long as 
they can remember; others are unable to recall to mind the colds and coughs 
of last winter; and a false date is worse than none at all; but it is not without 
value, in a diagnostic point of view, that the patient is unable to assign a 
date, because it indicates the insidious approach of the malady ; more com- 
monly some period is named at which it is alleged that cold was caught. 
Beyond this, perhaps, all inquiry fails in getting any information ; the points 
of greatest importance are the existence of pain and fever in an illness of 
recent date, and the occurrence of haemoptysis in one of old standing. 

In the history of antecedent illnesses we are sure to find, when the symp- 
toms of chest affection are primary, and the attacks repeated, that the lungs 
are the organs chiefly implicated ; while by the previous occurrence of rheu- 
matism or dropsy we are led to expect disease of the heart, and the affection 
of the lungs is more likely to be subordinate and of minor importance. When 
confined to the respiratory organs, we either meet with severe symptoms of 
occasional occurrence, or with habitual winter cough; the patient may be an 
old asthmatic, or may have been always delicate ; or he may never have thor- 
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oughly recovered from the effects of a more acute attack ; latterly he may 
have lost flesh and strength ; and we endeavor to contrast his. present state 
with what we can gather from description to have been his usual condition of 
health prior to the illness under which he is now laboring. 

From this we are led to inquire what is that actual state; the presence or 
absence of fever will be indicated by the skin, pulse, tongue, &c. ; but here 
we often meet with the adynamic form called hectic, in which the rapidity of 
the pulse is not always accompanied by a furred tongue or a hot skin —at one 
time it is dry and burning, at another it is bedewed with moisture or dripping 
with perspiration ; in such cases the tongue is often chapped, peeled, or glazed, 
and the bowels tend to diarrhoea. Real inflammation of the lungs (pleurisy 
or pneumonia), as well as pericarditis, can scarcely have place without the 
coexistence of inflammatory fever. Irregularity of pulse invariably indicates 
disease of the heart ; its frequency in cases clearly tubercular marks the dis- 
tinction between the acute and chronic type of phthisis ; an habitually quick 
pulse in bronchitis would lead to the suspicion of tubercles, when there is no 
other proof of their presence ; a quiet one may tend to disprove such a con- 
clusion, when some probabilities are in its favor. 

The absence of emaciation is often at once taken as decisive against the 
supposition of tubercular disease ; but neither is this without exception, nor 
is the converse absolutely true that chronic chest ailment with emaciation 
indicates phthisis ; an experienced eye may discriminate between the one and 
the other, especially if the discoloration of the face in chronic bronchitis, or 
the hectic flush in phthisis, be taken into account. The dusky flush of pneu- 
monia is a very remarkable sign to one who watches the physiognomy of dis- 
ease, as is also the peculiar dragging of the alae of the nose, with" hurried 
breathing, noticed in pleurisy or peritonitis. Not less distinct are the blue 
nose and lips of disease of the heart. 

The patient, by his attitude, often unwittingly reveals to the observant 
practitioner sensations which he fails to express in words. A phthisical person 
rarely cares to have his shoulders raised in bed, while one with bronchitis 
often does; in disease of the heart the semi-erect posture, which has sug- 
gested the name of orthopncea, is most commonly selected ; and even when 
the lung symptoms are the most prominent, its presence pretty constantly 
proves that there must be something more ; in some peculiar forms of disease 
a prone position is the only one in which ease is obtained. A patient with 
one pleura full of fluid very generally, even when raised in bed, inclines to the 
affected side, except whan pain prevents his doing so ; the rule and the ex- 
ception are still more invariable when the position is horizontal. 

Among the sensations of the patient, the consciousness of dyspnoea — short- 
ness of breath, felt especially in ascending a height or going up stairs, has 
more distinct reference to disease of the heart than complaint of cough, 
which, when associated with expectoration, more probably indicates affection 
of the lungs. The principal facts to be elicited in regard to pain are its 
locality, and the circumstances which attended its commencement. It may 
be across the upper part of the thorax or at either apex; and this is common 
in phthisis ; sometimes its position at the lower part of the chest, and the 
freedom of the respiration, prove it to be connected with the stomach or some 
of the abdominal viscera. On the other hand, pain, distinctly referred only 
to one side, sharp and cutting, and situated just below the nipple, always 
much increased, perhaps only felt, in the act of coughing or breathing deeply, 
is very probably caused by inflammation. This point is to be considered 
with reference to the coexistence of fever, because rheumatic and neuralgic 
pains are similarly aggravated. AVe have already referred to the pain of 
angina pectoris in discussing forms of neuralgia. 

By experience and observation much is learned from the character of the 
breathing, of the cough, and of the expectoration; and, as aids to diagnosis, 
they must not be omitted ; but the student must be very careful not to draw 
conclusions from any of these symptoms alone. The prolonged wheezing 
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sound, in the act of expiration, by a person laboring under emphysema, is 
very characteristic in extreme cases; the cough is deficient in expiratory 
power ; it seems a soft, forceless effort, with very little vocal sound, and the 
voice cannot be elevated without difficulty and fatigue ; other conditions, how- 
ever, give rise to characters very similar, such as pressure on the trachea or 
large bronchi, and even chronic dilatation of the smaller tubes, when obstructed 
by thick, purulent secretion. 

The cough of hooping-cough is itself diagnostic, but must not be confounded 
with the crowing inspiration of childhood, nor with the harsh raucous sound 
of croup or laryngitis ; by parents it is sometimes alleged to exist when the 
child is merely suffering from the violent paroxysmal cough which sometimes 
attends extensive tubercular deposit, and is not unfrequently a precursor of 
hydrocephalus. The loss of voice in affections of the larynx, and the noisy 
breathing which is audible at a considerable distance, when the disease is 
accompanied by partial closure of the glottis, are almost unmistakable. 

The ringing cough of croup, once heard, can scarcely be forgotten ; but 
false diagnosis has not unfrequently been made, from some sound which has 
merely simulated it, being alone taken into consideration. The short hacking 
of early phthisis, and the stifled and suppressed cough of its more advanced 
stages — the rattling and straining, often ending in sickness, attending the 
emptying of a large cavity — are all more or less significant. 

The absolute quickness or slowness of respiration, and also its ratio to the 
rapidity of the pulse, are rather to be regarded as evidence of the severity of 
the affection than as specially pointing out its nature ; such, for example, are 
the very hurried breathing of extensive tuberculosis, and the want of corre- 
spondence between its increased frequency and the acceleration of the pulse 
in severe pneumonia. A distinction is to be made between the evidence of 
quick breathing derived from observation and the sensation of the patient that 
it is short. The character of the sputa often helps to correct our diagnosis 
when there is anything like incongruity in the symptoms or physical signs of 
disease. The chief conditions which may be observed are these : simple mucus, 
of varying degrees of adhesiveness and amount, in pleurisy, catarrh, bron- 
chial irritation, and bronchorrhcea ; mucilaginous or rice-water sputa, seen in 
the early stages of phthisis ; purulent mucus in chronic bronchitis ; unmixed 
pus coming from a cavity ; adhesive rust-colored mucus, very distinctive of 
pneumonia ; admixture of blood, from slender streaks to copious hemorrhage; 
and offensive discharges. In many instances these varieties approximate very 
closely to each other ; thus the muco-purulent expectoration of bronchitis 
may assume the appearance of unmixed pus. When bronchitis coexists, as 
it so often does, with phthisis, the sputa present every degree of consistency, 
and the imperfect admixture of the secretions due to each cause sometimes 
points out their combination. In the earliest stage of phthisis it is only that 
of bronchial irritation, and in pleurisy there is usually no expectoration be- 
yond a little salivary-looking fluid ; glairiness or adhesiveness, and especially 
a brown tinge, prove that the inflammation is not confined to the pleura. 
Puriform sputa may have most of the characters of a cavity when the pus 
comes not from a vomica, but from the cavity of the pleura; in such circum- 
stances, a gush of pus, instantaneously discharged, would indicate that the 
opening into the pleura was a consequence of empyema, and not of phthisis. 
With reference to the rusty sputa of pneumonia, while the adhesiveness is 
generally in proportion to the severity of the inflammation, the student must 
be careful to ascertain correctly, in cases where the secretion is more abundant, 
that the color is really produced by slight admixture of blood, and is not 
caused by the coloring matter of wine or medicine. 

The blood expectorated in phthisis differs from that of pneumonia, not only 
in its brighter color, but in its being less perfectly intermixed with the other 
secretion ; its amount is exceedingly indeterminate. In a large proportion of 
consumptive patients it may be ascertained that hemorrhage from the smallest 
to the largest amount has at one time or other existed, and therefore the 
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fact in any individual case is not without value ; but it is true that certain 
phthisical patients escape altogether, that in some cases it is dependent on 
other causes, and that patients often sedulously endeavor to conceal or ig- 
nore it. 

Sometimes the expectoration is offensive, and occasionally it is so to a very 
high degree. The cause of this is no doubt the admixture of disintegrated 
lung tissue ; but while occasionally the process is rapid and gangrenous, with 
black and grumous sputa, more frequently it is merely fetid pus, the result of 
rapid and unhealthy suppuration ; both are generally confounded together 
as gangrene, but the condition of fetid abscess ought to be distinguished 
from it. 

Tn the observation of many of these points it is often necessary to wait 
until anything like flurry or nervous excitement have passed, or at least to 
correct the observations made on first seeing the patient by others at the end 
of the visit, and not '.infrequently to abstract the patient's attention from the 
particular symptom which is for the moment the subject of observation. 

§ 2. Physical Signs. — It is not necessary in the present day to 
study much in detail those, the general symptoms of disease of 
the chest; but there was a time when, to the correct interpreta- 
tion of such vague and uncertain signs, the attention of the phy- 
sician was confined. In our own day diagnosis has made great 
advance in consequence of the light thrown upon this class of 
diseases by the practice of auscultation and percussion, and the 
error to which we are liable is that of overlooking the general 
symptoms, and being satisfied with the physical signs ; and the 
deductions from these two sources of information, if considered 
apart, may be wholly at variance with each other. The student 
should therefore make careful note of all that he can acquire of 
the history and the general indications before he proceeds to the 
minute examination of the organs of circulation and respiration, 
in order that he may correct the inferences he may be disposed 
to draw from this source by observations made before his judg- 
ment had received any bias from the indications it affords. 

The facts which we have to study consist of the relative move- 
ments of the different parts of the chest; the proportion and 
position of solids or fluids and air as determined by percussion ; 
and the sounds produced, whether normally or abnormally, by 
the movement of air, or air and fluid together, in the lungs, and 
of blood and solid structures in the heart and great vessels ; and 
in connection with these, the condition of parts as sound-conduct- 
ing, or sound-generating media. To describe these sounds in 
such a way as to be intelligible to one who has never heard them 
is impossible, and to describe them to one who has, is unnecessary. 
I would only remark that any student who will take the trouble 
of examining the chest of every patient, will learn to distinguish 
the sounds of health and disease in a very short time ; while 
those who merely listen to such cases as are pointed out to them 
as instances of certain diseases, or of certain unusual sounds, will 
never have an adequate notion of the value of auscultation. It 
is absolutely necessary, in order to make any advance at all, that 
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the natural respiratory sound, and the natural first and second 
sounds of the heart, be known and understood ; and the student 
who is anxious to learn them will never come away satisfied with 
having heard nothing. It too often happens with the learner, 
that when some peculiar circumstance is pointed out to him in 
the wards, he is too hurried or too nervous to catch the sound 
described : in all such cases, my advice to him would be to re- 
move his ear to some other part of the chest where he knows the 
natural sounds are most easily to be heard, and gradually and 
patiently to approach the point to which his attention was first 
called ; a sound once heard becomes louder and more distinct, as 
it becomes more familiar to the ear by prolonged attention : if 
he then take the earliest opportunity of comparing what he has 
just heard with that which is to be found in the same spot in a 
patient not laboring under disease of the chest, he will best know 
whether he have learned anything that may be of value to him 
afterwards. 

a. External Appearances. — If we were to follow strictly the 
order in which the various organs are placed in the Table of 
Diseases, we should commence with diseases of the heart and 
bloodvessels, which have been placed before those of the respira- 
tory organs, because they have less of a local character; the 
circulatory apparatus being distributed, like the nerves, to every 
part of the body. With reference to diagnosis, there seems an 
advantage in pursuing a different course ; because diseases of the 
heart are more readily understood when the phenomena connected 
with the lungs, which occupy so much more space in the thoracic 
cavity, have been previously explained. 

In exploring the chest it is essential to contrast the signs 
observed in corresponding parts on each side, because there can 
be no absolute standard of comparison applicable to all cases: the 
differences must be noted as the examination proceeds, but no 
conclusions ought to be drawn from them till the examination be 
completed. Eegard must first be had to the external symmetry, 
and then to the movement of its various parts in the act of breath- 
ing ; and we may at the same time observe whether the vocal 
fremitus or thrill be equally perceived by the hand on either side 
when the patient speaks. Deviations of form serve either as indi- 
cations of bygone disease, such as the rachitic distortion of the 
ribs in childhood, the scrofulous caries of the spine, or the lateral 
curvature of imperfect development ; or as signs of still existing 
changes in the respiratory organs of some duration ; for example, 
the rounded chest of emphysema, or the flattened one of phthisis, 
or the lateral distension of pleural effusion. Alterations in move- 
ment, again, if we exclude the effects of muscular paralysis, and 
anchylosis of ribs, have more direcf bearing on the condition of 
the lungs with reference to their power of expansion : and, con- 
trary to what might have been expected in so mobile an organ 
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the actual position of the diseased portion is often very accurately 
pointed out by deficient movement of the ribs over that particular 
part of the lung. 

These points are not of very great importance in diagnosis, because of 
necessity disease has proceeded to a considerable extent before it becomes 
distinctly manifested in the form and movements of the chest. But they 
serve, when present, to give certain impressions which aid the practitioner in 
forming a rapid diagnosis, and therefore demand the attention of the student ; 
and they also serve sometimes to correct an error into which we might inad- 
vertently fall if they were overlooked. Distortion, especially that produced 
by spinal curvature, is very liable to render the ordinary physical signs falla- 
cious, and due allowance must be made for this circumstance in forming a 
judgment upon them. Among the more important points with which the 
student should make himself familiar, we may enumerate the following: (1) 
The upper ribs sink away from the clavicle, become flattened and motionless 
in advancing phthisis, while in many cases the movement of the lower ones is 
not interfered with, and as a general rule the change is more evident on one 
side than the other. (2) In emphysema the opposite condition prevails; the 
chest is full and rounded, the ribs stand out, but have a very slight range of 
movement, and the inspiratory effort is marked by powerful traction of the 
muscles of the neck ; the movement of the lower part of the chest is very often 
in ward in place of outward during inspiration: the contrast between the 
opposite sides is seldom very great. (3) When one side only bulges, and the 
intercostal spaces are obliterated, the effect is usually produced by distension 
of the pleura with fluid or air. (4) Without any deviation in form, a remark- 
able stillness and want of movement may be observed in the early stage of 
inflammation of the pleura : and when the disease is very limited, this effect 
may be quite local. (5) A very striking change may be noticed in the con- 
traction of one side, when there is no distortion of the spiue, as a consequence 
of previously existing empyema. (6) The contrast between thoracic breathing, 
when the diaphragm is not moved, in peritonitis, and abdominal breathing 
when all the respiratory nerves, except the phrenic, are paralyzed by injury 
of the upper part of the spinal cord, is well worthy of observation ; its minor 
'degrees ought also to be considered in diagnosis. 

b. Percussion. — The operator elicits the sound by his own act, 
his object being to ascertain the relative amount and position of 
the solid or fluid and gaseous contents of the thorax. The stroke 
should be short and sharp, and not more forcible than is necessary 
to produce a distinct sound, except when the character of the 
resonance is doubtful, and then it may become needful to compare 
the sound produced by firmer percussion with that which results 
from a gentler tap. The finger used as a pleximeter to receive 
the stroke, should be level, and, when comparing different parts, 
should occupy as nearly as possible the same position with refer- 
ence to the ribs, whether parallel or transverse — upon the bone 
or in the interspace. The information percussion conveys is de- 
rived from two sources : the resonance or clearness of the sound 
produced, and the sense of greater or less resistance to the finger ; 
and it is to be remembered that these vary, not only with the 
condition of the lung itself, .but also with that of the parietes, 
being remarkably modified by the elasticity of the ribs. In order 
to obtain trustworthy results, it is essential to compare the sound 
produced at corresponding parts on either side ; and also to con- 
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trast the difference between the upper and lower regions on one 
side with that on the other. 

Percussion indicates either that there is an excess of solid and fluid com- 
pared with gaseous contents or the contrary, as the sound is dull and dead 
and the resistance great, or the sound clear and resonant and the resistance 
slight ; and these conditions may be either beyond what is consistent with 
perfect health under any circumstances, or merely different from that of the 
surrounding parts or the corresponding parts of the other side of the chest. 
It is quite true that various morbid states are associated with unusual sounds 
on percussion, which become sensible to an experienced ear ; but, except in 
the extremes of tympanitic resonance and remarkable dulness, they are not 
such as can be well explained to the student, because there is no absolute 
standard from which their variations can be calculated. 

Percussion is not equally applicable over all parts of the chest. (1) In 
front its variations are readily perceived, but it is only over the upper third 
that the indications are of much value with reference to the lungs. In the 
middle third the heart on the left side prevents a correct comparison with the 
right ; and lower down, while enlargement of the liver may be the cause of 
dulness on the right side, distension of the stomach with gas may give rise to 
unusual resonance on the left. Applied over the region of the heart, it 
teaches us whether a larger portion of lung-tissue than usual be displaced by 
disease of this organ, or, on the contrary, whether the lung have encroached 
on the ordinary space of precordial dulness. (2) At either side the upward 
pressure of the abdominal viscera tends to invalidate any results of percussion 
below, and those only are the trustworthy which are obtained from the region 
bordering on the axillae ; and even here stomach resonance in rare cases makes 
itself heard. (3) Over the back the thickness of the walls of the chest limits 
us in a very great measure to the inner border and lower angle of the scapula, 
as it requires considerable tact to make the difference perceptible even in the 
supra-spinal region, where, notwithstanding, it is much more readily applicable 
than upon or just below the spine of the scapula. In a downward and out- 
ward direction we are met by the same difficulties, which tend to invalidate 
the effects of percussion in front and on either side : for practical purposes, 
however, the information derived from the region on either side of the spine, 
when the scapulae are drawn aside by the arms being crossed in front, is quite 
sufficient. 

c. Auscultation. — In this term we include all the sounds pro- 
duced by the movement of the air ; whether in ordinary breath- 
ing, in forced inspiration in the act of coughing, or in the reso- 
nance of the voice. We have to observe the sound caused by its 
simple motion backwards and forwards in the air-tubes and vesi- 
cles, to take note of the force with which the voice formed at the 
larynx is transmitted through the tissue of the lung, and to listen 
for anything unusual or abnormal, which we may call superadded 
sounds. 

The vesicular murmur, as it is called, heard loudest and often 
only during inspiration, is that which characterizes healthy lung : 
it is distinguished from unhealthy breath-sounds of all kinds by 
its great softness, but in loudness and distinctness, perhaps, no 
two chests are exactly alike. The resonance of the voice also 
differs extremely in different persons, and even in different parts 
of the same lung in perfect health ; in disease its chief value is 
derived from a want of correspondence between those in which 
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its intensity is usually equal. The characters of superadded 
sounds will be discussed in Chapter XIX. Knowledge on these 
points, while most essential to correct diagnosis, cannot be con- 
veyed by any written description ; it can only be acquired by 
repeated examinations of the chest in health as well as in disease. 
The student must in the first instance exercise much patience and 
attention, and especially not restrict himself, to persons laboring 
under some form of pulmonary disease. If on first applying his 
ear to the stethoscope he should hear nothing, he may cause the 
patient to inspire deeply, to talk, or to cough, when some sound 
will be produced ; and if that sound be peculiar, he ought to 
listen to it till it can be recollected and recognized again, and if 
possible he should get some more experienced auscultator to ex- 
plain it. By this means, in a wonderfully short time, he will 
find himself quite competent to say what is healthy and what 
unhealthy breathing, what is natural and what superadded sound. 

In the detailed treatises on auscultation descriptions of all possible sounds 
are given, and names are too often employed which have tended rather to 
perplex than to instruct. The nomenclature has unfortunately been derived 
from the morbid condition with which the sounds have been supposed to be 
associated ; and in well-marked examples, no doubt, the name and the associa- 
tion are correct ; but as it necessarily happens that such morbid states are 
not separated from each other by any distinct line of demarcation, and that 
the actual character of the sound cannot be very clearly denned, it seems 
unwise to employ a name which suggests a theory of disease, while prosecuting 
an inquiry which is only ultimately to lead to its discovery. It is better, 
therefore, to confine ourselves as much as possible to terms which convey 
ideas of sound rather than ideas of disease. 

Auscultation is best performed in front, by means of the stethoscope. Over 
the back the ear more readily takes cognizance of the condition of extensive 
tracts of lung-tissue, when applied directly, with only the intervention of a 
fold of linen ; here the sounds have to pass through much thicker parietes, 
and therefore it is unwise still further to deaden them by the intervention of 
an instrument ; when it becomes important to localize a sound, the stethoscope 
may be used. 

In conditions of disease we meet with modifications of the breath and 
voice-sounds, and with superadded sounds. There can be no absolute standard 
of health to which the breath or voice-sound can be at all times referred ; 
and hence, as in percussion, our judgment in regard to them must be in great 
measure formed by comparison of different parts of the same chest. The 
student must place no reliance on what he may consider deviations from the 
ideal standard, but confine himself to discovering a want of consistency 
between the two sides, and it will often require the exercise of his clearest 
judgment and most correct reasoning to deduce from this want of consistency 
the exact nature of the deviation. It is to be observed that difference in the 
intensity of the voice-sound is most liable to mislead, and is least to be relied 
on as indicating the condition of the lungs ; difference in the loudness and 
quality of breath-sound affords more direct and more satisfactory evidence ; 
difference in the resonance on percussion is unmistakable proof of different 
degrees of density of the lung, if the parietes be free from disease, while 
superadded sound is of necessity connected with something abnormal ; and 
we have only to determine what that sound exactly is, and what physical 
elements can give rise to it. The combination of the evidence derived from 
thpse sources, with the history of the case, and the other symptoms of disease, 
forms the basis upon which our judgment concerning the pathological condition 
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of the lungs ought to rest; it is most important to remember that no one of 
these facts, taken singly, is sufficient to warrant any deduction regarding its 
nature; and that the larger the number of facts which coincide, the more 
will this deduction partake of the nature of certainty. 

The loudness of these sounds in the same individual, at different periods, 
or at different parts of the chest, depends on three circumstances — the size 
and form of the spaces over which we listen, the force with which the air 
moves or the voice is produced, and the power of conducting sound possessed 
by the superficial parts. We may exclude the second of those, as being in 
great measure under our control, with this remark, that now and then it hap- 
pens that over an entire lung the breathing may be unnaturally loud in conse- 
quence of its having a vicarious duty to perform in supplying the defect of 
its fellow; the air simply moves faster and more freely — its sound is exagge- 
rated, and not otherwise changed. In regard to the size and form of the 
spaces over which we listen, it must be remembered that not only are these 
changed by disease, increased or diminished in size, but at any given spot we 
encounter vesicles, small bronchi, and large bronchi, at different depths from 
the surface; and that if the breathing in the vesicles be stopped, we shall 
hear the sounds in the larger spaces more or less loudly, according to the 
conducting power of the lung-tissue and the degree of noise the air produces 
in them. For example, consolidation will produce all of these effects in vary- 
ing degrees : 1st, it gives rise to more or less difference in percussion resonance ; 
'2d, it impedes or suppresses vesicular breathing ; 3d, it increases the conduct- 
ing power of the tissue; 4th, it makes the large tubes more rigid, and the 
breath-sound in them more noisy. Or, again, unnatural spaces or cavities, of 
varying size, existing along with more or less of consolidation, will give rise 
to a similar series of phenomena. On the other hand, unusual expansion of 
the lung, while it causes a stoppage of the vesicular breathing, is attended 
with opposite effects in increase of resonance, in diminution of the conducting 
power, and in lessening the noise of movement in the large tubes. Two fur- 
ther considerations must be borne in mind with relation to these charges in 
the breath and voice-sounds— viz., that the rhythm and quality of the breathing 
(the ratio of the inspiration to the expiration, and the softness or harshness 
of the breathing) vary with different sizes and forms of spaces, and conse- 
quently become the measure of their capacity ; while, by the power of the 
voice, we are best able to judge of the quality of the superficial structures as 
a medium for conducting sound, and consequently, of their degree of solidity. 
By some it has been alleged that when the tubes or parietes of a cavity are 
more rigid, the air is more easily thrown into sonorous vibrations, and that 
this cause is more powerful in producing vocal resonance than the sound-con- 
ducting property; the conclusion is the same in either case. Some allowance, 
however, is to be made for the size of the space, and it would appear to have 
something to do with the intensity of the vocal vibration of the air. 

Superadded sounds have reference to the presence of some extraneous 
matter which, in consequence of the movement of the air, or that of the lung- 
tissue, gives rise to sounds which have no resemblance at all to those pro- 
duced by healthy breathing. They may be caused by the two surfaces of the 
pleura moving on each other with a rubbing sound, or by consolidation of the 
lung giving rise to crackling noises as it expands when air enters, or by air 
coming into contact with fluid, whether serous, purulent, or inspissated; and 
the sound in each of these cases may give very direct evidence of the physical 
tacts which combine for its production ; but standing alone as a symptom of 
disease, it would be of comparatively small value in determining the condition 
of the patient. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

MODIFICATIONS OF NORMAL BREATH AND VOICE-SOUNDS, AND OF 
PERCUSSION RESONANCE. 

Div. I. — The Clavicular Region. — § 1. Breath and Voice-sounds 
with Dulness under one Clavicle — § 2, with Excessive Resonance 
— § 3, with Difference on Percussion slightly marked — § 4, with 
no perceptible Difference. 

Div. II. — The Posterior and Lateral Regions. — § 1. Breath and 
Voice-sounds, with Dulness on one Side — § 2, with Excessive 
Resonance — § 3, with Difference on Percussion slightly marked — 
§ 4, with no perceptible Difference. 

Summary. — § 1. Condensation of Lung-tissue — Camification — 
Hepatization — Tuberculization — § 2. Expansion of Lung-tissue 
— Emphysema — § 3. Condition of Pleura. 

We now proceed to consider the method in which auscultation 
and percussion are to be applied in endeavoring to ascertain the 
physical condition of the lungs ; and in this chapter we shall con- 
fine our attention to the modifications of breath and voice-sounds 
and percussion resonance, comparing each with the other as we 
go along, and leaving for the present out of consideration any 
sounds which may be superadded. It is true that in practice we 
shall not often find them so disjoined, but in order to arrive at 
logical conclusions from the premises submitted to us, it is abso- 
lutely necessary to compare the two simpler classes of phenomena 
together before taking into account the third and more complex 
series : it will also have the advantage of preventing the student 
from acquiring the pernicious habit of trusting to any sign as 
pathognomonic of a certain form of disease — an error which super- 
added sound is much more liable to produce than mere modifica- 
tions of natural sounds. 

Division I. — The Clavicular Region. 

The evidence derived from this region is by far the most valua- 
ble portion of that which serves to indicate disease of the upper 
lobe ; changes of structure seldom exist on its posterior aspect of 
sufficient amount to give rise to distinct auscultatory phenomena 
through the scapula, without also causing perceptible change in 
front ; corroborative signs are generally found behind, and, pos- 
sibly, disease which seems of small extent when we examine in 
front, is far advanced in the scapular region. Still the first and 
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the most correct knowledge of its existence usually comes from 
the clavicular region, and it is a good rule that it should be the 
first examined. 

§ 1. Percussion notes a marked difference between the two 
sides of the chest ; and one has a dull, dead resonance, with a sense 
of resistance. 

A. The breathing is louder on the duller side ; there is a very 
evident prolongation of the expiratory murmur ; it has acquired 
an unnatural harshness, and a blowing sound ; the voice-sound is 
also louder, and probably changed in character, as compared with 
the other side of the chest. There can be no doubt that the dis- 
ease is on the duller side, and of some form associated with con- 

.solidatiom In this region we meet with tubercular deposit, fibrin- 
ous deposit, and retraction of the lung, consequent on effusion 
into the cavity of the pleura. 

B. The breathing is weaker on the duller side. 

a. It is entirely superseded by superadded sound ; the voice- 
sound is loud and harsh ; the sound of the breathing is manifestly 
obstructed by some extraneous fluid mixed with the air contained 
in the lung, and in addition to this we feel sure, from the dead- 
ness of the percussion- stroke and the loudness of the voice, that 
there is some form of consolidation present, generally the tuber- 
cular. (See next Chapter, Div. I., § 1, a.) 

b. The dulness and deadness of the percussion-stroke are most 
complete, and are evidently not confined to the clavicular region, 
but extend throughout every part of the chest on the affected side; 
the rhythm of the breathing, if any can be heard at all, is altered 
by disproportionate length of the expiration, and the voice-sound 
has a loud ringing character. The chest is probably full of fluid 
on that side, but the existence of this condition is to be decided 
from a consideration of the signs appertaining to the remainder 
of the chest. 

c. The sound on percussion varies according to the force of the 
stroke ; a gentle tap brings out imperfect superficial resonance, a 
firmer stroke distinct and decided dulness; the breathing is weak, 
and not otherwise altered in rhythm or quality ; but in addition to 
the vesicular murmur, there may be heard a sound of distant 
blowing. This would point out some solid mass occupying a 
central position with reference to the lung. 

d. There is local swelling under the clavicle, and the breath- 
ing is entirely suppressed. Here we have no doubt of the exist- 
ence of tumor, aneurism, or solid growth, as the case may be. 

§ 2. Percussion notes a decided difference with exaggeration 
of resonance on one side of the chest. 

A. The breathing is louder on the more resonant side. 

a. The percussion sound is tympanitic, while there is a sensa- 
tion of wooden resistance to ^he stroke; the breath-sound is heard 
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as if one were blowing into a large empty jar; the voice-sound has 
the same character, called amphoric. These signs may be caused 
either by air in the pleura (pneumothorax), with an opening com- 
municating between the lung and the pleural sac, somewhere 
near the clavicle, or by a cavity of very large size ; in the one 
case the tympanitic resonance is general, in the other local. 

b. The percussion-sound is less distinctly tympanitic, and there 
is no resistance ; the breath-sound has a blowing character ; the 
voice-sound is ringing. This condition is often met with in the 
first stage of pleuritic effusion ; its true nature is only revealed by 
exploring the remainder of the chest. 

b. The breathing is weaker on the more resonant side, or ab- 
sent. 

a. The resonance is not tympanitic, but is remarkably clear, 
with great elasticity ; if any breathing be audible, it generally 
consists of a long, distant, blowing, expiratory sound ; there is no 
voice-sound. Here we have decidedly emphysema of the upper 
lobe of the affected side. 

b. The resonance is tympanitic, and at the same time clear ; 
the breath-sound is simply weak and distant, its rhythm not ne- 
cessarily altered; the voice-sound varies. Such is the effect 
produced by a small portion of air confined in the pleura ; a rare 
circumstance which sometimes follows on paracentesis, and has 
even been alleged to be the result of spontaneous development. 

c. In some cases of pneumothorax, while the percussion reso- 
nance is tympanitic with a wooden tone, the amphoric breath and 
voice-sounds may not be heard, or only heard at a distance ; either 
because the opening is temporarily closed, or is situated at some 
other part of the lung ; these cases can only be rightly judged of 
by comparison with the remainder of the chest. 

§ 3. There is little difference on percussion, and no resistance 
on either side. 

A. The breathing is loudest on the duller side. 

a. Its rhythm is altered, the expiratory sound is especially pro- 
longed, loud, and harsh ; the voice-sound is also louder than on 
the more resonant side, which seems to approximate to the healthy 
standard. We have here a less marked form of consolidation ; 
most probably, from its situation, tubercular, but possibly due to 
other causes. 

b. Its rhythm is natural. On the opposite side the inspiratory 
sound is deficient, and the expiratory sound is prolonged, but 
without any degree of harshness, any change in quality being 
rather indicated by softness and weakness; the voice-sound is 
louder on the duller side, but not exaggerated, while on the other 
it is weak or almost absent. This is sufficient to prove that the 
disease is on the more resonant side, and that the condition is one 
of dilatation. 

15 
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B. The breathing is weakest on the duller side. Its rhythm is 
altered, it has a wavy or jerking character, and the expiration is 
prolonged ; the voice-sound, in contrast to the preceding case, 
comes out much more loudly on that side on which the breathing 
is deficient. The condition is one of commencing consolidation. 

§ 4. Percussion fails in detecting any difference between the 
two sides of the chest. 

A. Both lungs may be in their natural condition at this part ; 
the ratio of the inspiration and expiration corresponds on either 
side, as well as the loudness of the voice-sound, and all comes 
within the limits of health. 

B. The resonance on both sides may be exaggerated ; the chest 
remarkably rounded and resilient, and moving very little in 
respiration ; the upper ribs not descending as far as they ought 
in expiration, while in inspiration the lower ribs are usually 
drawn inwards ; the inspiratory sound is short and deficient, and 
the expiratory prolonged and distant ; the voice-sound more or 
less abolished, as the disease affects chiefly the upper or lower 
part of the lung. Such are the physical characters of emphysema 
affecting both lungs. 

c. Both sides may be duller on percussion than in health. 

a. The deficient resonance may depend upon loss of elasticity 
of theribs, and the breathing may still be natural and equal on 
both sides, or it may have undergone some modification and be 
accompanied by superadded sounds. The probability of such an 
explanation being correct must be judged of by the age of the 
patient ; the exact condition of the lung can only be determined 
by the nature of the superadded sounds. 

b. The dulness may be caused by consolidation, and the charac- 
ters of the breath and voice-sounds are necessarily changed. 
When the disease is so decided that the dulness is quite unques- 
tionable, I believe it is never equal on both sides ; the condition 
of that side on which it is most advanced will correspond to one 
of the first divisions in § 1, when other morbid sounds rarely fail 
to give indications of disease : when the dulness is slight, the prin- 
ciples of diagnosis are the same as in the next subdivision. 

D. A slight difference may exist, but the ear may fail to detect 
it. On comparison of corresponding portions of the two lungs, 
somewhereor other a difference in rhythm or quality of breath- 
sound and in the intensity of the voice-sound is distinguished by 
auscultation ; and we will" suppose that no corresponding changes 
are discovered in an examination of the rest of the chest. Fortu- 
nately, there is very generally some superadded sound to guide 
our determination ; but when absent we have to decide what cir- 
cumstances justify us in assuming the existence of disease in the 
upper lobes. _ The question is a weighty one, because here it is 
that tubercle is generally first deposited ; but we must not forget 
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that general symptoms indicating the possibility onght to be 
present to justify the assumption. Keverting to § 3, and imagining 
the difference on percussion to be so slight as to be overlooked, 
we find that there may be local emphysema or consolidation, and 
that in either case the expiration may be prolonged, but that the 
inspiration in emphysema tends to softness, in consolidation to 
harshness ; further, that if the voice-sound differ, it is weaker with 
the prolonged expiration of emphysema, louder with the prolonged 
expiration of consolidation, than at the corresponding portion of 
the opposite lung. One important fact simplifies the inquiry very 
much : it is this, that if there be no superadded sound in emphy- 
sema, we shall have little or no cough, and no general symptoms : 
we have therefore only to decide what difference in the results of 
auscultation is sufficient to determine that the general symptoms 
are due to commencing consolidation. (1) The most certain indi- 
cation is when on one side the inspiration is shorter and the ex- 
piration longer than on the other. (2) The next in order of dis- 
tinctness is when the inspiratory sound is wavy or jerking while 
it is even and continuous on the opposite side. (3) "When both 
sounds are longer and louder on one side, the indication is only 
trustworthy if they be also harsh and unnatural there ; or, when 
this exaggeration is confined to the left side, for on the right side 
they are often louder in perfect health. (4) Expiration heard 
only on one side when no other change is observed, is a suspicious 
sign. (5) Inspiration heard louder on the left side is also suspi- 
cious. (6) The voice-sound heard louder on the left side along 
with any of the changes just mentioned is more to be regarded 
than when heard louder on the right. 

"When a difference is established by percussion, it is evident that the lungs 
are in different states, and yet neither may be absolutely healthy ; the same 
condition may have commenced in one which is advanced in the other. Con- 
siderable experience may be requisite to justify the assertion that both are 
diseased, but the conclusion may be a correct one, with very imperfect know- 
ledge in the cases referred to in \ 1, that there is consolidation on the duller 
side. The dulness is absolute as well as relative; the breath-sound is changed 
in rhythm and quality as well as louder, when not obscured by superadded 
sounds, and the voice-sound points to the same conclusion. 

But let us be very careful how we take the next step and determine what 
that consolidation is. It is of the utmost importance to leave the mind as 
much unbiassed as possible by the facts elicited by percussion and auscultation 
in the clavicular region, because the conclusion must rest quite as much upon 
the history of the case, and upon the evidence derived from other regions of 
the chest ; and till these are compared together we are not in a position to 
form any opinion whether the cause of consolidation be tubercles, pneumonia, 
or pleurisy. 

No distinction has been here made between the varieties of blowing sounds, 
whether diffuse or tubular, bronchial or cavernous. In so far as these names 
express conditions of lung they are objectionable, and in so far as they express 
differences of sound they may be of value to us afterwards in deciding what is 
the actual cause of the consolidation ; but at present it is quite immaterial to 
our inquiry whether the sound be formed in a large bronchus or in a vomica. 
The difference is one of degree, not of kind, and the fact is simply that a 
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blowing sound is heard on that side which is dull on percussion, and we de- 
termine that these two circumstances taken together prove the existence of 
consolidation. 

Dulness on percussion would seem to be opposed to the idea of the lung 
being hollowed out by cavities : and the conclusion would appear to be not 
unnatural, that when the breathing is louder from this cause, the resonance 
on percussion ought to be greater than on the opposite side. Such, however, 
is not usually the case, and it is only to be observed when a large cavity exists 
near the surface : the percussion sound then presents the characters of wooden 
hollowness (of this kind is the cracked-pot sound) ; and an expert auscultator 
can by percussion alone feel pretty certain regarding the causes of such dif- 
ferences : the student must be content at first with the broad distinctions of 
increased and diminished resonance and resistance. The long blowing breath- 
sound heard with a tumor on one side of the chest, is to be accounted for by 
its pressing on some large bronchus : on careful auscultation it will be noticed 
that this sound is heard in addition to, not instead of, the vesicular breathing ; 
the latter, however, is weaker than on the healthy side. 

When remarkable resonance is heard, as referred to in \ 2, it is to be noted 
first whether this be general or local ; and next whether the sound represent 
merely a great exaggeration of the natural sound with complete resiliency, or 
have acquired any peculiar or tympanitic tone, and whether it be accompanied 
by a sense of resistance : the examination of the posterior part of the chest 
will readily clear up any doubt between a large cavity and a condition of 
pneumothorax ; it will equally answer the question as to the presence of 
fluid in the pleura and of emphysema in the marked form to which this section 
refers : the possible contingency of a small portion of air occupying the upper 
part of the pleura is best solved by the history of the case. It is very rarely 
met with except after the operation of paracentesis ; but it probably does 
sometimes occur from spontaneous decomposition of the purulent fluid of 
empyema. 

The cases ranged under I 3 are those most likely to be confounded together 
by a learner: his ear is sufficiently educated to know that there is a difference 
on percussion, but he may mistake the sharpness of the tone of slight con- 
solidation for an increase of resonance. It is a good plan to compare not only 
the opposite sides of the chest, but also the upper and lower parts of the same 
side, when it will at once be perceived that there is a greater difference between 
the resonance above and below on the duller side than on the more resonant 
one: for this indication to be conclusive, the chest must be symmetrical. 
Still, the fact does not determine which lung is the seat of disease, and the 
first impression is very probably that it must be on the duller side, when in 
reality it is perhaps on the more resonant one. The safest course to pursue 
in all possible cases of doubt is to compare the whole auscultatory pheno- 
mena, not only as heard at corresponding portions of opposite lungs, but as 
heard in different parts of the same one : we may conclude with pretty great 
certainty that if under either clavicle they deviate much from their general 
character throughout the rest of the chest, there disease of some sort exists ; 
and whether that be of the form of consolidation or of dilatation is to be re- 
solved by the fact that comparative dulness and increased voice-sound (which 
always to a certain extent go together) are found on the healthy side when 
the disease is emphysema, on the diseased side when it is tubercular. The 
presence of a dilated bronchus in the emphysematous lung, causing blowing 
breath-sound, cannot so readily mislead us in this as in the following section, 
where the result of percussion is negative : in this case the absence of dulness 
or want of resiliency should be sufficient to guard against error. 

There is one source of fallacy which must be avoided. When emphysema 
exists to a considerable extent throughout the chest, and has been accom- 
panied by repeated attacks of bronchitis, it frequently happens that all the 
tubes are to a certain extent rigid and dilated. Now, if the emphysema be 
chiefly of the lower lobes, and one of the upper lobes be less affected than 
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the other, the breathing 1 may be almost entirely suspended throughout the 
chest, while the dilated bronchi of the least diseased structure give rise to 
sounds under one clavicle which have the character of being produced in 
larger spaces, and not in the vesicles ; and on this side there is by comparison 
dulness on percussion. How do we know that this is not a case of consolida- 
tion ? Simply by considering the condition of the rest of the lung : we may 
be tolerably certain that, in extensive emphysema, the existence of tubercular 
or other consolidation is not to be looked for. 

The cases comprised under \ 4 demand a little more consideration, because 
the information derived from percussion is unsatisfactory ; and the last scries 
represents a most important class of cases — early phthisis, in which no infor- 
mation can be obtained from the rest of the chest ; superadded sounds, too, 
are often wanting ; and unless we can establish a distinct relation between 
general symptoms and auscultatory phenomena, our judgment must be held 
in suspense. 

In health there is no great difference in the intensity of the breath and 
voice-sound^under each clavicle in the same individual ; except that they are 
very slightlyTnore intense on the right side than on the left. Scarcely any 
two individuals present sounds exactly alike, and what would be the effect of 
disease were it heard in one, is the normal condition in another. But though 
these limits of health have a very wide, range, they have reference to a certain 
standard with which the student cannot too early make himself thoroughly 
familiar ; and when in any particular case he finds the clavicular region on 
each side alike deviating from it, he must institute a comparison with the 
other parts of the chest. 

A patient does not generally seek for relief from symptoms of emphysema 
alone ; it is a permanent condition of ill health which has been the growth of 
"years, and has been increased by every cold; and it is only when bronchitis is 
superadded that he thinks of asking for medical advice. The sounds of bron- 
chitis are then heard in addition, and hence it often happens with inexperi- 
enced auscultators that the mingled sounds of the mixed diseases are taken 
as those of emphysema itself, and the possibility of emphysema without bron- 
chitis is forgotten. 

When partial dulness exists on both sides, from mere loss of resiliency of 
the ribs, the main source of error is the existence of a dilated bronchus. An 
elderly person who has long suffered from chronic bronchitis presents very 
often rather a flattened chest ; the loss of elasticity in the ribs causes resist- 
ance in percussion, and tends to give the stroke a dull sound ; the large tubes 
become thickened and dilated, with loss of elasticity; the vesicles do not 
expand and contract with their usual freedom, may be closed by thickened 
mucous membrane, or, when superadded sounds are present, by inspissated 
mucus : under such circumstances, just as happens in emphysema, blowing 
breath-sound both with inspiration and expiration may be present, with locally 
increased voice-sound; and inasmuch as the alteration in condition and espe- 
cially in form of these tubes is unequal, the changes detected by auscultation 
are also unequal. When, in addition to this, the signs of general bronchitis 
are present, it becomes almost impossible to determine whether at the apex 
there may not be either tubercular consolidation or a number of small cavities, 
or whether there be only dilated bronchial tubes : and the final decision must 
rest more on correlative signs and symptoms than on those of percussion and 
auscultation ; and we shall have not unfrequently to wait till the general bron- 
chitis be gone, before pronouncing a decided opinion. Should the case then 
be submitted to a fresh examination, and nothing remain but the ill-defined 
dulness on percussion, and a diffuse blowing-sound of expiration nearly equal 
on both sides, without the local distinctness of amphoric breath and voice- 
sounds, we may conclude with great confidence that there never has been any 
tubercle. 

It rarely happens that consolidation is equally advanced in both lungs, and 
an expert auscultator can generally detect a difference in shade between the 
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dulness of the two sides ; but I must confess that I have seen serious mistakes 
made in attempting to determine by percussion alone which of the two was 
the most solidified lung. 

From the advanced stage in which the dulness on percussion is unquestion- 
able, it gradually passes, in cases of tubercular deposit, into that in which 
percussion fails in detecting consolidation at all : our means of appreciation 
are not sufficiently accurate, and the two sides of the chest are not even in 
health shaped exactly alike ; while the difficulty of course is increased when 
the deposit is deep-seated, and healthy, or nearly healthy structure intervenes 
between it and the parietes. But when auscultation is taken along with per- 
cussion, the difference between the two sides becomes more apparent, and the 
existence of morbid structure is proved by the changes in rhythm and quality 
of breathing and loudness of voice, as well as by the superadded sounds, which 
not only differ from what is heard in the rest of the chest, but are also unequal 
on its opposite sides. The expiration is always more audible and somewhat 
prolonged, while the inspiration is sometimes loud and harsh, sometimes weak 
and defective : the exaggerated voice-sound, in the latter instan^ forming a 
most striking and trustworthy contrast. 

Assuming that a difference on percussion is not clearly made out, super- 
added sound may at once determine that local changa of some sort has passed 
upon one lung ; but in its absence, or for further confirmation of its cause 
when present, we compare carefully by auscultation corresponding portions 
of either lung. It may happen that on one side the breathing is stopped by a 
plug of mucus in one of the tubes : this may be removed by causing the patient 
to cough and dislodge the obstruction. In doubtful cases the act of coughing 
is of use in other ways, by changing the character of superadded sounds, and 
also by causing the patient to take a deeper inspiration than we can get him 
to do by ordinary means. 

Such a slight condition of emphysema as may possibly exist with no relative 
difference in percussion resonance, is of no practical value, except as it modi- 
fies the superadded sounds of bronchitis when any such are present; our chief 
concern is to be able to detect with some degree of certainty the early deposit 
of tubercle. Rational diagnosis alike seeks to avoid forming hasty conclusions 
from insufficient premises, and neglecting evidences which, however slight, are 
of real import ; and with this view the indications of early deposit have been 
ranged in the last subdivision of this section pretty nearly in the order of their 
importance. It is to be remembered that alteration of rhythm, or quality of 
breath-sound, is much more important than mere loudness or distinctness, and 
that naturally both the breathing and the voice are louder on the right side 
of the chest than the left. 

A word must be said of other phenomena as evidence of consolidation, 
which are derived, not from the lungs themselves, but from the sounds pro- 
duced in the heart and arteries, which are transmitted through the lung. 
When the heart-sounds are heard more loudly at the right apex than at the 
left, or a blowing arterial murmur is heard in the subclavian artery, generally 
on the left side, there is reason to suspect consolidation ; but both are unques- 
tionably only of value as confirmatory of other signs. 

Such is a general outline of the evidence as to the condition of 
the lungs derived from the combination of percussion resonance 
and alterations in the breath and voice-sounds in the clavicular 
region. Many of the more obscure points require for their elu- 
cidation an examination of the other parts of the chest, and in 
all cases a diagnosis must never be attempted without making it; 
the superadded sounds have yet to be considered, and my object 
has been to place the changes already spoken of in such a simple 
point of view as to lead the student by logical analysis to form 
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for himself a correct opinion of the state of the patient. For 
this reason many of the more delicate modifications which find 
place in elaborate works on auscultation and percussion have been 
purposely omitted; to a practised ear such varieties may all be 
sufficiently intelligible, as indicating peculiar conditions of the 
subjacent tissue ; to the student they are only productive of con- 
fusion. Let us never for a moment forget, that these investiga- 
tions, as aids to diagnosis, ought not to serve as an opportunity 
for a parade of skill on the part of the observer, but are to be 
instituted solely for the better determining the form of disease 
under which the patient labors. At the same time the student 
ought not to be deterred from making himself acquainted with 
all the more complex phenomena of auscultation ; for in this, as 
in all other branches of knowledge, the man who is most familiar 
with the more abstruse facts will most readily appreciate the 
simpler ones ; and the evils that have resulted from paying too 
great attention to physical diagnosis have arisen quite as much 
from imperfect knowledge of the facts it discloses, as from dis- 
regard to symptoms derived from other sources. In the exercise 
of a sound judgment, and with the view simply of ascertaining 
the condition of disease, and its most appropriate treatment, a 
practised ear will be of essential service ; in following the paltry 
object of a display of skill in determining the exact condition of 
an obscure case, the most dextrous is constantly misled ; I would 
even add that the self- satisfying curiosity which seeks to investi- 
gate all the morbid phenomena with reference only to post-mor- 
tem appearances is a less estimable quality than that which, while 
satisfied with a more limited knowledge, has its sole aim in alle- 
viating suffering and curing disease. 

Division II. — The Posterior and Lateral Eegions of 

the Chest. 

In comparing together the amount of percussion resonance 
and the modification of breath and voice-sounds, we find ourselves 
much limited by the various circumstances already mentioned as 
interfering with the application of percussion at the lower por- 
tions of the chest, and the indistinctness of its results upon the 
scapula ; but here we have fortunately to deal less with disease 
of small amount and limited extent, more with general conditions 
of whole lobes, or the entire side of the chest. The breathing 
differs in intensity most materially in different patients, and the 
student should first endeavor to catch the sound about the inner 
edge and angle of the scapula on the healthy side, if he suspect 
one to be diseased ; then to compare this with the other ; from 
thence he may trace it upwards and downwards, and to either 
side, listening at the same time to the sound of the voice. It is 
a good plan to get the patient to talk continuously on some sub- 
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ject ; because, not only is the voice thus heard, but at the end of 
each sentence a deeper inspiration is made, which thus becomes 
audible, when, as sometimes happens, the natural murmur is so 
weak as scarcely to be heard at all : practically, I think this plan 
more convenient than causing him to count one, two, three, &c, 
as many auscultators do ; the latter gives more equal intensity to 
the sound of the voice than general conversation, but minute dif- 
ferences in vocal resonance are not of much value ; it is important, 
however, in all cases to hear the natural respiration if possible, 
without the intermixture of the sound of the voice. 

§ 1. Percussion elicits a marked difference in resonance between 
the two sides, with much resistance on the duller side. 

a. There is no breathing at all to be heard at the base of the 
lung, on the dull side; at a higher level, varying in different 
cases, it first becomes audible ; and at the upper part prolonged 
expiration is heard louder on the dull side posteriorly just as it 
is in the clavicular region (Div. I., § 1, a) : the voice-sound is 
exaggerated and ringing at the upper part, and at one particular 
elevation it has a peculiar tremor and shakiness, which has re- 
ceived the name of segophony. These circumstances indicate 
that the absence of breath-sound is caused by the effusion of fluid 
and consequent compression of the lung. 

B. The breath-sound is nowhere wholly inaudible, or at all 
events is heard so low down that there must be a doubt whether 
it be anywhere abolished ; it has a blowing sound, and is harsh 
and distinct, the expiration being especially prolonged ; the voice- 
sound is heard low down in the chest, with a ringing, brassy 
quality, which is constantly taken for segophony, but it is diffuse 
and nowhere exhibits the true characteristic vibration of that 
sound. It is to be observed that the marked dulness and resist- 
ance are more than consolidation alone could produce, and yet 
the characters of the voice and breath-sound are such as have 
been already mentioned as indicative of increased conducting 
power of lung-tissue by which the sounds produced in the larger 
tubes are conveyed to the ear; it is, therefore, reasonable to con- 
clude that there is effusion of fluid along with consolidation of 
lung. 

c. In chronic cases, the breath-sound may be nowhere inau- 
dible, with considerable dulness on one side, when the want of 
resonance is caused by a thickened pleura after an attack of 
pleurisy has subsided. It is chiefly marked by the extent of 
surface over which the dulness is traceable, while the breathing 
is pretty uniform throughout. When the subjacent lung is 
healthy, the breath-sound is only weaker than that of the oppo- 
site side; when other signs of disease are present, it may be a 
cause of considerable obscurity. 
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D. The percussion sound is superficially somewhat resonant, 
but very distinct dulness is observed when the stroke is firm and 
forcible ; the breath and voice-sounds are not much changed, ex- 
cept that the vesicular breathing is generally weak on the affected 
side, and is combined with a sound of distant blowing. The phe- 
nomena are the same as those referred to in the clavicular region 
(Div. I., § 1, B, c); and the diagnosis of deep-seated tumor, so far 
as auscultation is concerned, really rests simply on such a state 
of things being found pretty generally throughout one lung. 

§ 2. Percussion indicates a marked difference between the two 
sides of the chest, one of them being unusually resonant. 

A. The breathing is heard with a loud, blowing, amphoric 
sound; the voice has a similar character; the percussion reso- 
nance, while tympanitic, has commonly a hard wooden tone: 
these are the characteristics of pneumothorax. 

B. The breathing may be inaudible while the other characters 
remain the same. These, like the corresponding cases in the cla- 
vicular region, are also produced by the presence of air in the 
pleura; and it is when the evidence obtained from the posterior 
and lateral regions is analogous to that of the clavicular region, 
that we can alone determine its existence with certainty when the 
amphoric breath and voice-sound are not heard. 

c. Yery rarely do we find the clear elastic resonance of emphy- 
sema on one side contrasting very strikingly with the percussion 
stroke on the other ; most commonly the affection extends to both 
lungs ; the inspiration is generally inaudible, and the expiration 
characterized by one or other of the signs of bronchitis, or heard 
as a distant blowing sound; the voice-sound is less distinct than 
usual. 

§ 3. The dulness on percussion being less marked — 

A. The expiration is prolonged, and the voice-sound exagge- 
rated where the dulness is observed, just as we have already 
mentioned in similar consolidation under the clavicle. 

B. A slight amount of emphysema of one lung produces effects 
similar to those mentioned in Div. L; louder breath and voice- 
sound on the duller side, without any character of harshness or 
alteration of rhythm; prolonged expiration is rather to be heard 
on the more resonant side; but, except it be accompanied by 
some form of superadded sound, this condition is not one of any 
importance. 

c. In inflammation attended with pain, the motion of the ribs 
is interfered with, and there is slight dulness and want of breath- 
ing, while the voice is generally exaggerated ; if a forced inspi- 
ration be taken we perhaps obtain the friction-sound of pleurisy 
or the crackling of pneumonia. 

D. The breathing is sometimes weaker on one side below; as 
we ascend, it becomes more audible, but is harsh and unnatural *, 
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and above, loud blowing breath-sound is heard more distinctly at 
one apex than the other; the voice is always unnaturally loud. 
Both lungs are, in truth, partially affected, but in one the signs 
of disease are much more evident: this is the usual condition in 
acute tuberculosis; it is always accompanied by corresponding 
changes in the clavicular region. 

§.4. No difference is anywhere detected on percussion between 
the two sides. 

A. The resonance may be natural. 

a. The indications of disease derived from auscultation are 
limited to the apex, where they confirm the conclusions already 
arrived at in examining the clavicular region. A delicate ear 
may make out dulness in the supra-scapular fossa; but cases con- 
tinually present themselves in which it is not possible for the 
majority of persons to do so. 

b. On one or both sides the superadded sound of mucus in the 
smaller bronchi may be heard, when there is no change whatever 
in the density of the lung ; this commonly happens in bronchitis. 

B. Both sides may be unusually resonant; the chest full and 
rounded, the scapulae far apart, and little movement comparatively 
observed in breathing; the breath and voice-sounds are both 
weak, or almost null, perhaps some distant blowing expiration is 
audible; very commonly superadded sounds are detected. If 
similar circumstances have pointed to emphysema in the clavi- 
cular region, the diagnosis becomes certain. 

c. Both sides may be somewhat duller than natural; rarely, 
indeed, equally so on both sides, but still such as not to be very 
distinctly different. This may occur in oedema of the lungs, 
double pneumonia, and general tuberculosis; a difference in per- 
cussion resonance is least perceptible in the first of these affec- 
tions and greatest in the last, in which over the scapula and under 
the clavicle, it can almost always be made out; when the lungs 
are cedematous, the superadded sounds leave us in no kind of 
doubt; in pneumonia the dulness can often be determined by 
percussion in the axillary region when it cannot be made out 
posteriorly. In any of these cases the presence of superadded 
sound, or a contrast between the loudness and rhythm of the 
breathing, suffice to prove that there is something wrong, and we 
must assume that they in reality belong to the next class. 

D. The difference on percussion is not observed. This does 
not form such an important class as it did in Div. I., because the 
early detection of insidious disease can seldom be accomplished 
except in the clavicular region. With reference to changes in 
the breath and voice-sounds, when we cannot make out any dif- 
ference on percussion, it is to be remembered (1) that at the upper 
part of the chest behind, too much importance must not be as- 
signed to them, when they seem to be normal in the clavicular 
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region, because of the distribution of the large tubes towards the 
back of the lungs : (2) that at the lower part of the chest the voice- 
sound is of comparatively little value, because of the distance 
from the larynx: but in deep-seated pneumonia this is sometimes 
the only sign we obtain confirmatory of the evidence of general 
symptoms: (3) the mere weakening of breath-sound by emphy- 
sema, when increased resonance is not perceived, is of very slight 
moment, except in so far as it accounts for bronchitis being limited 
to one side of the chest : it is also to be borne in mind as afford- 
ing an explanation of deficient respiration; because (4) in pleurisy, 
before dulness can exist, the breathing is suppressed, and the dis- 
tinction between the two depends chiefly on the history, and the 
presence or absence of pain and fever. 

Of the cases mentioned under \ 1, it is to be remarked that no condition of 
lung gives such a dull, dead percussion sound, with manifest resistance, as 
that which is due to pleuritic effusion ; the multiplying of evidences of its 
existence is therefore unnecessary, but its amount may be judged of by the 
bulging, more or less, of the intercostal spaces, the lateral displacement of 
the heart, the space over which breathing can be heard, and the downward 
displacement of the abdominal viscera. 

The term segophony is one of the opprobria of auscultation ; and yet it has 
become so consecrated by use, that it is difficult to see how it can be got rid 
of : the name conveys no idea of the sound, and is so completely associated 
in the mind with the thought of pleuritic effusion, that it cannot be applied 
without suggesting a theory of the nature of the disease ; it is therefore quite 
as objectionable as any other word which more explicitly asserts the condition 
of the lung (e. g., cavernous). It is quite true that when the sound has been 
fully learnt, it will be recognized in its perfect form, under no other circum- 
stances ; but the resonance of the voice is most commonly increased when 
there is dulness on percussion, and often acquires a ringing or even a shaky 
quality, which closely resembles aegophony, and is constantly mistaken for it. 
In using the term it must be limited to those cases only in which, over a small 
extent of lung surface, a hollow, squeaking, tremulous voice-sound is heard, 
which above and below passes into something else. 

Sometimes, in consequence of the lung being fastened down to some part 
of the chest by old adhesion, the breath will be heard unusually low in cases 
of simple effusion, especially near the spine : this source of fallacy must be 
borne in mind, and an examination of the lateral region will give sufficient 
evidence of the presence of fluid. 

The condition of the lung is very different in consolidation and compres- 
sion ; the one being a deposit within, the other a pressure from without : in 
both, the vesicles may be equally obliterated, and the mass equally solid and 
heavy ; but in the one there is no loss of size, and all the tubes are patent ; 
in the other all the minor tubes at least are collapsed as well as the vesicles. 
This circumstance fully explains the increased breath-sound as heard in con- 
solidation compared with that heard in compression. 

In a case in which there is consolidation of the lower lobe along with effu- 
sion of fluid, the upper lobe must suffer compression to allow space for its 
presence, because the lower is firm and incompressible: in it the tubes remain 
open while the vesicles are obliterated; and hence the diffuse blowing, and 
the diffuse exaggeration of voice which has been noticed. Superadded sound 
is very commonly present ; in pleuro-pneumonia it will be heard as the fine, 
crackling sound called crepitation : in oedema of the lungs with passive effu- 
sion, as a coarser sound, which is never wanting : the cedematous condition 
seems to be one rather opposed to the production of segophony, which often 
cannot be heard when there is clear evidence of fluid in the pleura. 
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Chronic thickening of the pleura may continue for long periods after all 
acute symptoms have subsided. I have observed dulness from this cause in 
childhood several years after a single attack of pleurisy. It only becomes of 
importance when any form of disease attacks the lung itself, and then the 
unusual circumstance of breathing being heard throughout the whole extent 
of dulness, at once points to some condition different from ordinary pleuritic 
effusion. A history of some acute attack at an antecedent period may gene- 
rally be obtained in explanation of the circumstance, and we must judge of 
the condition of the lung just as if no dulness were present. 

When a tumor is deeply seated in the lung, the dulness is diffuse, with 
little sense of resistance, and comes out more distinctly on firm percussion ; 
the breathing is weak but superficial, not otherwise changed except that it is 
less audible than on the opposite side : a blowing sound will be heard when 
the tumor presses on one of the larger tubes, and it seems to be conveyed to 
the ear from a distance, in addition to the weak vesicular breathing heard at 
the surface ; the distant blowing may also be sometimes detected at the back 
of the other lung. 

The diagnosis of the cases referred to in § 2 is much aided by the character 
of the superadded sounds which are commonly present. This is especially 
remarkable in cases of pneumothorax; and in emphysema we know that 
bronchitis often coexists, and gives rise to the. various sounds of that disease. 
In the first bursting of air into the cavity of the pleura, the intense dyspncea 
which it suddenly produces, determines at once the interpretation we ought 
to give to the tympanitic percussion sound; subsequently the invariable 
sequence of pleurisy and effusion— hydro-pneumothorax— is attended by other 
very peculiar sounds technically called the sound of succussion and metallic 
tinkling. The loudness of the breathing, anteriorly or posteriorly, depends 
entirely on the position of the aperture by which the air enters, and its con- 
tinuing open or not. 

Emphysema commonly affects both lungs, though not equally; its weak, 
prolonged expiratory sound can scarcely ever be mistaken for the peculiar 
amphoric echo of pneumothorax, and the absence of voice-sound in the one 
contrasts strikingly with its metallic reverberation in the other ; not less 
different is the clear resiliency of the percussion sound in emphysema from 
that wooden hollowness which the tympanitic resonance of pneumothorax 
acquires from inflammation of the pleura consequent on the admission of air. 

Under \ 3 there is not the same liability to error that we found in the same 
class in the clavicular region ; the differences observed on percussion are 
less delicate, and the early deposits of tubercle cannot be traced in the other 
parts of the lung. When dulness is perceptible, we have a more advanced 
form of disease, and there is not the same chance of error in mistaking its 
seat, when that happens to be on the more resonant side ; still it must be 
remembered, that the character by which we recognize an emphysematous 
lung is the combination of deficient, altered breathing with increased percus- 
sion resonance; all other morbid states cognizable by percussion at the pos- 
terior and lateral parts of the chest belonging to those in which dulness and 
altered breathing go together. The respiration is weak and imperfect, or 
loud and harsh, over the seat of dulness ; and according to the extent to 
which vesicular breathing, however imperfect, is heard, do we determine 
whether the disease affects the superficial or the deeper-seated structure of 
the lung, except when pain puts a stop to the ordinary movement of the ribs 
on the affected side ; but this very fact is one of the elements of diagnosis, 
and corrects our hypothesis of the condition of disease. It is, however, 
worthy of notice that, as compared with indications derived from the clavi- 
cular region, dulness on percussion, though only of slight amount, may be 
accompanied by changes of breath and voice-sound which correspond to 
marked dulness in front. The causes of consolidation are in many respects 
analogous to those mentioned in Div. I., but mere compression may be ex- 
eluded, because at the lower part of the chest we have always in such cases 
the evidence of the presence of fluid. 
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One condition only is specified as being traceable by the modification of the 
breathing and the percussion resonance ; and this not because there is any- 
thing specific in the oue or the other, but simply from the pathological fact, 
that when the deposit is so distributed as to produce general imperfect dull- 
ness and obstruction of the vesicular breathing, while the tissue has not be- 
come so solid as to transmit loudly the blowing sounds of the large tubes, 
except, perhaps, at the apex, its character will be found after death to be 
tubercular and not fibrinous. The discovery of a similar condition in minor 
degree at the apex of the other lung puts this question beyond doubt. 

The absence of any perceptible difference in percussion between the two 
lungs, as referred to in § 4, is a more constant condition in diseased states at 
the posterior and lateral parts of the chest than in front, but it is also less 
material to ascertain the more minute differences, which are indeed in great 
measure not to be recognized by the student. When evidence of disease at 
one apex has been obtained anteriorly, the breath and voice-sounds may differ 
more or less throughout the whole extent of the lung; but when in the lower 
lobes they are exactly equal on both sides, we feel great certainty in the 
diagnosis of phthisis. If the difference in percussion be not perceived, al- 
though really existing, as, for example, in general emphysema, in dulness 
affecting both sides of the chest, or in the early stages either of consolidation 
or dilatation, a correlative difference may yet be traced in the breath and 
voice-sounds, sometimes with and sometimes without superadded sound ; and 
we must endeavor to ascertain the general character of the breathing in the 
individual who happens to be under examination, contrasting this, as the 
standard, with that heard on each side where the difference has been detected; 
that which deviates most is sure to be the seat of disease ; the voice may 
then help to determine whether it tend towards consolidation or towards 
dilatation. 

At the upper part of the chest it is important to remember the natural ten- 
dency to loudness on the right side, and this is especially remarkable over the 
spine of the scapula ; but anywhere near the bifurcation of the trachea, owing 
to the different direction of the bronchi on the two sides, local loudness, even 
when it has a blowing character, may be disregarded. At the base in chronic 
states, differences of breathing without superadded sounds are of minor im- 
portance when no dulness is made out : in acute cases, the early checking of 
the respiratory movement in pleurisy, and the absence of almost any indica- 
tion in deep-seated pneumonia, should not be forgotten. It sometimes happens 
that very distinct evidence from general symptoms is obtained of the existence 
of pneumonia when the only auscultatory phenomenon consists of a diffuse 
voice-sound, reaching the ear more loudly on the affected side ; the breathing 
may be equal to, or only very little weaker than that on the opposite side ; 
occasionally more careful auscultation may detect somewhere or other a dis- 
tant blowing sound proceeding from the consolidated portion, which is not 
altogether concealed by the vesicular murmur. 

Summary. 

Percussion resonance and changes in the breath and voice- 
sounds serve to point out the greater or less relative density of 
the contents of the chest ; and it is very important for the student 
to learn to reason logically upon the indications thus presented 
to him. We have therefore kept out of view for the present all 
the additional information which superadded sounds necessarily 
convey, because the first question to be solved, before assigning 
a cause for any such sound, is whether there be or be not any 
change of structure, any increase or diminution in the solids, the 
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fluids, or the air of that part where the abnormal sound, whatso- 
ever it may be, is heard. We find, then, that the lung itself may- 
be either more or less dense, and the pleura may contain either 
fluid or air ; or we may have, for example, in advanced phthisis, 
dense lung surrounding a hollow cavity ; and in hydro-pneumo- 
thorax both air and fluid in the pleura. 

§ 1. Condensation presents itself in three forms: (1) carnifica- 
tion, when, from mere pressure, the air is excluded from the vesi- 
cles, and only permeates those larger tubes which are kept open 
by their own elasticity ; the most prominent example of this class 
is the leathery lung of pleurisy with no accompanying pneumonia; 
an analogous condition is found in some instances where the 
pressure is caused by a tumor, and we may regard in the same 
light the atelectasis of new-born children, the pressure in this 
case being simply atmospheric, the inspiratory act not having 
sufficient power to force the air into the minute tubes. (2) Hepa- 
tization : the parenchyma of the lung is solidified by an effusion 
of coagulable lymph, which occludes the vesicles, but does not 
fill up any of the tubes ; the only real representative of this form 
is pneumonia ; oedema, and engorgement of the lungs, which are 
both passive states, although increasing to a small extent the 
relative density of the tissue, do not produce the same occlusion 
of the vesicles, and do not give rise to similar auscultatory phe- 
nomena ; the condensation from these causes is rarely such as to 
produce definite dulness on percussion. (3) Tuberculization, 
which is seen under very different aspects, either as minute de- 
posits separated by certain intervals, and in so far obstructing 
either vesicles alone, or vesicles and tubes together ; or as aggre- 
gated into masses, some of which have been expelled and have 
left hollow spaces remaining ; or, again, what is very rare, as a 
uniformly diffused deposit, closely analogous to that of coagulable 
lymph. Percussion resonance can only show that the condensed 
lung is more solid than its fellow, and may give a rough estimate 
of the extent to which air is excluded; but it is quite a mistake 
to suppose that it can ever discriminate the cause of its exclusion : 
auscultation reveals more definitely the extent to which the air 
penetrates the lung, and also teaches us how far the tissue is 
changed as a medium for the formation and transmission of sound. 

In each of these forms of condensation, the proper vesicular 
murmur is wanting. In the first, the sounds are similar to those 
heard over a healthy trachea, but deadened by passing through 
the tough inelastic tissue placed between the large tubes and the 
ear ; the inspiration and expiration are both loud and harsh, and 
the voice ringing; and these sounds are diffused over the whole 
space where the carnified lung exists, except where the voice is 
so modified by the presence of fluid in the pleura, as to acquire 
the quality which has been denominated segophony. In the 
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second, the breathing gives rise to a peculiar whiffing sound as it 
enters the small tubes, the sides of which have acquired hardness 
and increased vibratory power from the effusion of lymph around ; 
and it is readily transmitted to the ear through the dense elastic 
structure : the voice has at the same time a very loud, sonorous, 
and metallic or brassy sound, from the same circumstances, and 
is diffused over the whole hepatized portion of the lung. In the 
third, the characters vary very much, according to the amount 
and the state of the deposit : in the early stage, the breathing is 
heard in smaller tubes than in carnification, and does not produce 
in them the whiffing sound of hepatization ; the voice is not ring- 
ing as in the one, nor metallic as in the other ; there is, indeed, a 
period in tubercular deposit in which modified vesicular breath- 
ing is heard, while no marked change has passed on the voice at 
all ; proceeding further, the vesicular breathing is more or less 
suppressed, and the lung acquires greater power of transmitting 
sound, so that the breathing and the voice, which properly belong 
to the bronchial tubes, are heard at the surface, and are, therefore, 
louder and harsher than in health : this gradually increases in 
intensity till the tubes are encroached upon, when the breath- 
sound becomes more faint, and, their elasticity being lost, the ex- 
piration is prolonged ; at the same time, consolidation has pro- 
ceeded to a greater extent, and the voice-sound is therefore louder; 
next, the foreign matter softens and is expelled, the air begins to 
vibrate in larger spaces, and the breath-sound becomes louder, 
harsher, and more blowing, till at length the large cavity, with 
unyielding walls, gives out a long, loud, blowing inspiratory and 
expiratory sound : at the same time the voice-sound attains such 
loudness and distinctness that it seems as if it were produced at 
that very spot, and spoken- up through the stethoscope to the ear. 
As might be anticipated, in the rarer cases in which tubercle is 
deposited in the same way as lymph, the auscultatory phenomena 
are also analogous. _ . 

In each of these cases, diagnosis is aided by several other cir- 
cumstances : in carnification, by evidence of the presence of fluid 
or air in the pleura or of some solid substance which has pressed 
on the lung and expelled the air from its vesicles ; in hepatization, 
by the lower and back parts being more commonly affected ; in 
tuberculization, by the upper lobe being first or most extensively 
diseased. The difficulties are chiefly connected with the revers- 
ing of the ordinary rule regarding situation, and the combination 
of & two conditions of condensation — carnification _ with hepatiza- 
tion or with tubercles, tuberculization with hepatization, or even 
all three together. We have also to consider the condition of the 
opposite lung: when the breathing is much obstructed on one 
side, it is usually exaggerated on the other — puerile as it is often 
miscalled— and if it be equable throughout, the disease is pro- 
bably not tubercular : if the apex of the comparatively healthy 
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side be affected, the opposite lung is almost certainly in a state of 
tuberculization ; if the sounds at its base be changed, the cause 
of disease in the other is probably inflammation. 

§ 2. In cases in which the lung has become less dense than 
natural, it is immaterial whether the vesicles be distended, as in 
the common form of emphysema, or the air pass into the paren- 
chyma of the lungs, as happens when its structure is torn : the 
natural elasticity which expels the air at each expiration is lost 
in either case, the air stagnates, and the vesicular murmur is no 
longer audible ; the sound of air moving in the large tubes would 
indeed be heard distinctly, were it not that the rarefied tissue has 
become a bad conductor ; and hence it is only when superadded 
sounds indicate the motion of the air, or when the tubes, thick- 
ened, roughened, or dilated, cause unusual vibration, as it passes 
to and fro, that the distant sounds reach the ear at all plainly : 
the voice meets with the same obstacle to its transmission, and is 
only heard when the tubes are thickened or dilated. The super- 
added sounds, therefore, stand with many for the evidence of 
emphysema, while in reality they are so only secondariiy : the 
thickening and dilatation of the tubes, and the increased voice 
and breath-sound which accompany them, are frequent sources of 
fallacy. 

§ 3. No other condition of disease exactly simulates the dead, 
dull, inelastic sound of percussion, and the sense of resistance 
which is produced by the presence of fluid in the pleural cavity: 
occupying, as it always does, the infei'ior part, the intensity of 
the dulness gradually diminishes towards the apex, but of course 
it varies with the amount of fluid ; and inasmuch as pleurisy does 
not necessarily imply the presence of fluid, the dulness may be 
caused by effusion of lymph only. When this is the case, the 
dull sound is mixed up with a certain degree of resonance, which 
' has been compared to that of striking on wood ; one which in its 
greatest intensity is best heard when there is a thickened pleura 
with air in its cavity. If there be no pneumonia when fluid is 
effused, the lung is simply carnified from pressure ; it is pushed 
upwards, and hence the sounds belonging to this condition are 
most distinctly to be made out under the clavicle ; somewhere 
over the scapula asgophony is met with. When pneumonia is 
also present, the tubes remain more generally permeable to air, 
and the voice-sound is diffuse, somewhat metallic or brassy, but 
modified by the superstratum of fluid, so as to approach to aego- 
phony ; it differs essentially, however, in that it is diffuse and not 
local. If chronic thickening of the pleura exist, the breathing 
is weaker, but not otherwise modified by this circumstance. 

The tympanitic percussion sound of air in the pleura is very 
rarely pure ; there is almost always a thickened membrane, which 
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gives a wooden tone to the resonance, and fluid usually exists at 
the base. Percussion over a large cavity has an amphoric or 
cracked-pot resonance, which is somewhat analogous, but no mis- 
take need occur from this canse if any degree of care be used ; 
because at the lower and back parts breathing, probably much 
altered and mixed with superadded sounds, can be detected where 
there is only a cavity at the apex, while none can be heard in 
pneumothorax, save where the air escaping from the lung causes 
the long amphoric blowing of expiration. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

SUPERADDED SOUNDS IN THEIR RELATION TO ALTERED BREATH 
AND VOICE-SOUNDS. 

Classification. — § 1. Interrupted Sounds— % 2. Continuous Sounds. 

DlV. I. — The Clavicular Region. — § 1. With marked Dulness on 
one side — §2. With excessive Resonance — §3. With less marked 
Difference on Percussion — §4. With no perceptible Difference. 

DlV. II. — The Posterior and Lateral Regions. — § 1. With marked 
Dulness on one side — § 2. With excessive Resonance — § 3. With 
less distinct Difference — § 4. With no perceptible Difference. 

Summary. — The real Teaching and relative Value of superadded 
Sounds. 

"We have next to consider what further light is afforded by 
superadded sound, as to the causes of that change of structure 
which has been indicated by alterations in breath and voice-sound 
and in percussion resonance ; and also what they teach us con- 
cerning the state of the lungs, in cases in which we have been 
unable to detect any change of density. 

Yarious modes of classification have been adopted by different 
authors, but they have all been framed more or less on theories 
regarding the mode of development, either with reference to the 
situation in which the sound is supposed to be generated, or to 
the amount of fluid assumed to be necessary for its production. 
The names which authors have thus either fancifully or theoreti- 
cally imposed upon these sounds have too often only served to 
mislead the student, by causing him to attach the idea of a par- 
ticular condition of disease to the name of some given sound, or 
by rendering it impossible to understand the exact character of 
one upon which various names have been bestowed. We have 
endeavored in the preceding chapter to limit the names used to 
terms expressing the character of the sound heard, and the same 
course will be followed with reference to this new class of phe- 
nomena, in so far as it can be done without roughly discarding 
customary terms. Perhaps there is no advantage in classification 
at all, but it _ may tend to simplify matters if the superadded 
sounds be divided into interrupted and continuous— including in 
the former those that consist of a series of distinct noises or 
minute explosions, and in the latter those that form only one 
prolonged sound. 

§ 1. Interrupted Sounds. 

a. Crepitation consists of a succession of fine crackling sounds, 
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commonly so minute and so close together, that the ear can 
scarcely detect their distinctness. 

b. Moist Sounds ; the least objectionable term which has been 
employed to designate a rattling noise, in which the separation of 
the individual explosions is more distinct than in crepitation ; they 
convey the idea of air passing through a small quantity of fluid 
in minute bubbles. 

c. Gurgling Sounds are only a modification of moist sounds, 
but are yet easily recognized as a class by themselves, the air evi- 
dently gurgling or passing in large bells through a considerable 
amount of fluid. 

d. Metallic Tinkling. — This might also be called amphoric 
dropping, conveying to the ear the idea of distinct drops falling 
with a plash in a large space, and producing a ringing metallic 
noise. 

e. Closely connected with the preceding is the plashing sound 
heard when the patient moves quickly, or is shaken, in cases of 
hydro-pneumothorax. It is called the sound of succussion. 

These sounds pass by insensible degrees into each other. Cre- 
pitation may be so very fine as to be mistaken for a continuous 
sound (of friction for example), or it may be so very coarse as to 
be analogous to a moist sound ; theoretically very distinct, the 
value of such sounds can only be estimated practically by the 
coexistence of other phenomena. Moist sounds may be divided 
into fine and coarse ; they hold a position intermediate between 
crepitation and gurgling. Among these may be classed a sound 
which has been very inappropriately called dry crackling, which 
consists of single clicks, recurring at longer or shorter intervals ; 
when speaking of it apart from moist sounds, of which it is, in 
certain circumstances, the precursor, it will be distinguished by 
this character. Another modification is the squeaking sound, 
which approaches to gurgling, and conveys the idea of a large 
bubble, formed rather in consequence of the viscidity than of the 
quantity of fluid. Gurgling, again, sometimes consists of solitary 
bubbles, at very considerable intervals, exploding in a large empty 
cavity with a hollow metallic or amphoric ring, which is scarcely 
distinguishable from metallic tinkling. 

§ 2. Continuous Sounds. 

a. Sonorous and Sibilant Sounds. — These consist of a prolonged 
tone, grave or shrill, or simply of a continuous hissing noise, 
accompanying the greater part of the act of inspiration or ex- 
piration, or both together, but chiefly the latter : it is that noise 
which, when loud enough to be heard without applying the ear 
to the chest, is called wheezing. * The depth or shrillness of the 
note indicates, within certain limits, whether the sound be pro- 
duced in larger or smaller tubes. 

b. Friction Sound, caused by the rubbing together of two 
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roughened surfaces of pleura, which, in their healthy state, glide 
noiselessly over each other. It has been already noticed that 
crepitation is sometimes so fine that it can scarcely be distinguished 
from friction, when the ear cannot discriminate the distinct explo- 
sions of which the sound is composed. In a similar manner, 
friction may be so coarse as to be mistaken for crepitation. The 
chief differences are these : crepitation is more deep-seated, fric- 
tion more superficial ; fine crepitation accompanies the act of 
inspiration only, is quite rhythmical with it, and terminates with 
it : friction may occur at any period of the respiratory act, is 
very commonly heard both with respiration and expiration, or is 
intermediate between them, and is not rhythmical with the inspi- 
ration. The one is evidently part of the sound produced by the 
movement of the air in the lung during inspiration ; the other 
has nothing to do with the respiratory sounds at all, but with the 
movements between the lung and the chest. Along with these 
distinctions must be taken the correlative evidence as to whether 
the affection be one of the lung or of the pleura. 

c. Crumpling Sound. — It most nearly resembles the crumpling 
together of tissue-paper ; it is heard most frequently at the apex 
of a tuberculous lung. Believed by some to be caused by the 
stretching of old bands of lymph, its rationale is not well under- 
stood, and its value is not great. 

d. Creaking : a very similar sound heard on deep inspiration, 
when the air first begins to penetrate a previously carnified lung. 
It has no interest but as a matter of curiosity after the subsidence 
of an attack of pleurisy. Not unlike to this is the creaking pro- 
duced by old bands of lymph in the lower region of the thorax, 
or the rubbing together of roughened portions of pleura over 
tubercular deposit. 

No attempt has been made to give detailed descriptions of these 
sounds, because they can only be learned by experience : good 
examples of each should be sought out, and carefully listened to, 
before making any attempt to discriminate them in obscure cases. 

Division I. — The Clavicular Eegion. 

§ 1. With marked dulness on one side. 

a. When that dulness is due to interstitial deposit we may 
have any of the interrupted sounds, from fine crepitation to gur- 
gling and metallic noises. In the greater number of cases, inter- 
stitial deposit at the apex is tubercular, and any superadded sound 
serves only to show the particular stage of the disease ; but when 
its character is that of fine crepitation, when the breath-sound 
has a loud, diffuse, blowing character, and the voice a brassy 
resonance, we must look to the general symptoms to see whether 
we have not to deal with pneumonia. Clicking and squeaking 
sounds, with suppressed or blowing breathing, and loud vocal 
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resonance, exist from the commencement of tubercular softening ; 
but with the marked dulness now under consideration we are 
more likely, in cases of phthisis, to meet with abundant coarse 
moist sounds and gurgling, indicating the existence of cavities ; 
the character of the breathing may scarcely be distinguishable, 
because it is thus superseded, but when heard, it is harsh and 
blowing, and the voice is always loud. When the superadded 
sound has a metallic character, it indicates the existence of a 
cavity of some size, and then the breath-sound will have some- 
thing of amphoric blowing provided the fluid which causes the 
bubbling does not oppose the free ingress of air into the cavity : 
the voice-sound becomes painfully loud under such circumstances. 
Friction-sound may accompany both forms of interstitial deposit, 
but in phthisis it is generally peculiarly creaking. 

B. With fluid in the pleura. The entire absence of superadded 
sound, when the breathing is blowing, and the voice ringing, is 
of itself a very important point in diagnosis, naturally suggesting 
the absence of deposit in the lung, and leading to an examination 
of its lower and back part. Friction sound is sometimes heard 
just under the clavicle, but more commonly, when audible, it is 
to be found somewhat lower down. 

c. In the case of deep-seated tumor, while the breathing is 
weak, and the voice probably unchanged, there are also generally 
no superadded sounds ; at least there are none which belong to it 
as a tumor, and those in the lung are only the result of bronchial 
irritation : if it be an aneurism, there will be others connected 
with the circulation. 

§ 2. With marked resonance on one side. 

A. When the cause of this is the presence of air in the pleura, 
we shall have our diagnosis greatly confirmed by the absence of 
gurgling or metallic noises in the clavicular region ; this fact, 
even when metallic tinkling or plashing are not heard behind, 
assists in distinguishing the case from one in which a large cavity 
presents characters of breath and voice-sound, which, equally de- 
serve the name "amphoric." 

B. When the resonance is due to emphysema, we find that if 
severe bronchitis exist, moist sounds are audible in various parts 
of the chest, but rarely under the clavicle : with any degree what- 
ever of bronchitis, sonorous and sibilant sounds are heard there : 
with no bronchitis, emphysema gives rise to no superadded sound. 

§ 3. When the dulness is not so marked. 

A. In cases of consolidation of the lung from pneumonia, the 
dulness is generally distinct ; but though this sign be wanting, the 
existence of fine crepitation with whiffing breathing, and brassy 
voice, is sufficient to cause further inquiry. The consolidation is 
more commonly tubercular : crepitation of a coarser kind, with 
prolonged expiration and diffuse exaggerated voice-sound, accom- 
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panies the rapid development of tuberculosis ; a certain amount 
of chronic pneumonia is probably coincident with it in these cir- 
cumstances, but the crepitation is not so fine, the breathing is not 
whiffing, and the voice is not brassy, as they are in the simple 
inflammation of the upper lobe. In the more ordinary develop- 
ment of tubercles fine moist sounds often occur early with some 
suppression of the breathing, but with increase of the voice-sound; 
towards the end of the first stage, the breathing becomes louder 
and more blowing, clicking or squeaking sounds are heard : the 
coarsest rounds are only found with decided dulness. 

Sonorous sounds, of a local character, sometimes exist along 
with the slighter dulness and exaggerated voice of early phthisis; 
they greatly obscure the character of the breath-sound ; and in 
contrasting such a case with the next, it is of the utmost import- 
ance to observe that they are heard on that side which is relatively 
the least resonant. Friction and creaking are both occasionally 
heard ; the former coexists with either form of consolidation, the 
latter always with tubercles : crumpling sound is generally re- 
garded as a very certain token of tubercular deposit ; but to give 
force to either of these signs, the breath and voice-sounds should 
also be conformable to such an hypothesis. 

B. When the lung, over which dulness is observed, happens to 
be healthy, the other being emphysematous, the absence of any 
superadded sound on the duller side, and the existence of sonorous 
sounds on the more resonant one, are important aids to diagnosis ; 
but the latter are only audible when there is also bronchitis. 
They are not entirely limited to the clavicular region when em- 
physema is present ; and this circumstance may be of use in 
judging of an obscure case, when a dilated bronchus produces 
auscultatory phenomena, resembling those of an empty cavity ; 
moist sounds may be heard with very severe bronchitis, but they 
are never limited to the apex, and are generally audible there 
only at the very end of the expiration. 

§ 4. No difference being detected in percussion resonance. 

A. If the lungs be healthy at their apices, there will be no 
superadded sound. When very extensive bronchitis exists, both 
moist and sonorous sounds may be audible, but especially the 
latter : if either be heard at one apex only, while posteriorly the 
superadded sound, of whatever character prevails to about the 
same extent in both lungs, or if it continue to be heard at either 
apex after it has ceased in other parts of the chest, we have reason 
to suspect at least a tendency to phthisis, if not the actual pre- 
sence of tubercle. 

B. When both sides of the chest equally indicate increased 
resonance on percussion, in the clavicular region, a similar con- 
dition is sure to be found in the rest of the chest. It very gene- 
rally happens that a patient applying for relief in such circum- 
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stances is at the time also suffering from bronchitis, and sonorous, 
or sibilant, or even moist sounds, are to be heard on both sides ; 
and then their value in the clavicular region is chiefly negative, 
inasmuch as they are heard less distinctly there than elsewhere. 

C When both sides of the chest seem equally deficient in reso- 
nance, and superadded sounds heard in the clavicular region may 
also be detected elsewhere, they will consist of the varieties of 
moist sounds indicating bronchitis, or very generally distributed 
tubercular disease. The diagnosis between these states depends 
so much upon the contrast between the upper and lower portions 
of the lung, that their consideration must be postponed for the 
present. When the superadded sounds are confined to the apex, 
there must be in reality a difference in percussion, and the case 
belongs to the next subdivision. 

D. Some difference on percussion exists between the two clavi- 
cular regions, but the ear fails in detecting it. To the student 
this class is necessarily a larger one than to the experienced aus- 
cultator : it is one which requires more than any other the exercise 
of careful discrimination in pronouncing a judgment, and it is 
important, because to it belong the instances of incipient disease. 
In no class of cases is superadded sound of more value in forming 
a diagnosis, provided it be taken in connection with the alteration 
of the breath and voice-sounds. Moist sounds, especially those 
which have a squeaking or clicking character when found along 
with jerking or wavy breathing, or prolonged expiration and 
increased vocal resonance, indicate most certainly the presence of 
tubercular deposit, which perhaps never affects both lungs equally. 
Coarse moist sounds, or anything -approaching to gurgling, can 
scarcely exist without very decided dulness. Yery fine moist 
sounds approach so near to crepitation that they are apt to be 
mistaken for it : if dulness be not pronounced, it is scarcely pos- 
sible that such a phenomenon should find its explanation in the 
existence of pneumonia ; a more probable solution is that capil- 
lary bronchitis has been set up by the presence of tubercle. 
Sonorous or sibilant sounds, when only heard at one apex, are 
also evidence of local bronchitis ; and whether the prolonged 
sonorous expiration be due to the distension of the tissue by em- 
physema, or its consolidation by tubercle, is a question that must 
be solved by the relative characters of the breath and voice-sounds 
detailed in the previous chapter. It is one of vast importance in 
diagnosis, which the character of the superadded sound alone 
cannot decide, and, in fact, any preconceived ideas of the asso- 
ciation of sonorous sound with emphysema may very possibly 
lead us into error. A creaking or friction-sound, with exaggera- 
tion of the voice and prolonged expiration, and still more de- 
cidedly, a crumpling sound at either apex, are of much value in 
determining early tubercular deposit before dulness on percussion 
becomes very perceptible. The presence of any strictly local 
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morbid sound at either apex, as it points out the certainty of 
structural change there, comes to have immense significance when 
other symptoms indicate the possibility of tubercular disease, 
and, still more, when the other indications of percussion and aus- 
cultation give countenance to the idea of consolidation at the apex, 
where the local sound is heard. 

Of the cases included in \ 1, with marked dulness on one side, it is to be 
remarked that superadded sound, when it is of the interrupted kind, generally 
indicates that the change in density is due to interstitial deposit : its fineness 
or coarseness being determined by the size of the tubes or spaces in which it 
is formed, and the character of the exudation by which it is caused. "When 
dulness is marked, and the sound fine, it may be pretty confidently assumed 
that the condition is one of hepatization, either with or without tubercle ; be- 
cause miliary tubercles could not account for the dulness, when existing only 
to such an extent as to produce irritation and exudation in the small tubes 
and vesicles. When the sound is coarser, and consequently formed in the 
larger tubes, or in a number of small cavities, the general symptoms and his- 
tory must determine whether we have to do with the second stage of pneu- 
monia, or with phthisis ; the latter being the ordinary, the former a very 
unusual cause. When large bubbling sounds are heard, we are sure that 
considerable hollow spaces exist, which can only be the result of tubercular 
cavities, or of the much rarer inflammatory disorganization of lung tissue, 
which is always accompanied by fetor of the breath and sputa. 

The continuous sounds are seldom heard with marked dulness. Friction is 
occasionally met with under the clavicle when the dulness is caused by pleu- 
risy, but is more commonly absent. Sonorous sound, as indicating a minor 
degree of irritation of bronchial tubes, not extending to their minute ramifi- 
cations, might be taken as confirmatory evidence that the dulness was caused 
by a tumor. 

When resonance is excessive on one side (§ 2), the only sound which can 
be of much value in the clavicular region is the sonorous ; by its presence the 
movement of the air in the larger tubes becomes appreciable, when, in conse- 
quence of the interposition of emphysematous lung, in which the air is all but 
stagnant, no breath-sound at all would be heard on the resonant side. Most 
sounds, too, may sometimes be detected on the resonant side, when the bron- 
chitis is severe, but these rather belong to the next section. 

In \ 3 we find the very important contrast between partial consolidation, 
which is generally tubercular, and partial emphysema. The very fine sound 
of irritation of the smallest tubes which sometimes accompanies miliary tu- 
bercle, comes very close upon the crepitation of pneumonia ; sometimes, too, 
the tubercular deposit produces a real pneumonia of slight extent, with 
genuine crepitation ; such cases must be regarded from a general point of 
view, which includes all the signs and symptoms, or else an error in diagnosis 
is very likely to be made; and, while admitting the high probability that the 
consolidation has a tubercular origin, we must still not forget the possibility 
of simple pneumonia. 

The clicking and squeaking sounds of softening tubercle are very decisive 
when the difference in percussion resonance on the two sides is not very great ; 
and equally valuable is the sonorous sound of bronchitis with emphysema ; the 
one heard on the duller, and the other on the more resonant side. But some- 
times the several explosions or bubbles are more numerous, and assume the 
form of moist sounds, and these, as well as the sonorous, may be heard either 
on the duller or the more resonant side. It may happen, too, that the stu- 
dent, while recognizing a difference, is mistaken in regard to the relative re- 
sonance of the percussion stroke, and his intepretation of the cause of the 
sounds is utterly wrong ; they mean, perhaps, only the presence of local bron- 
chitis, but thev do not show why it exists. Error in such cases is best guarded 
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against by a careful consideration of the indications derived from the rest 
of the chest; if no moist sounds be heard elsewhere, or if no evidence of em- 
physema be obtained from other parts of the same lung, there will be a strong 
presumption in favor of the difference in percussion sound being due to tubercle ; 
their general distribution must be considered subsequently. It need only 
be added that the presence of any obstruction in the bronchial tubes, while 
giving rise to superadded sound, is very apt to interfere with the breath-sound 
and deprive us of the indications of consolidation which it might afford ; and 
this was mentioned, in the former chapter, as an important means of coming 
to a correct judgment in the matter. 

Creaking and crumpling sounds are less frequently met with in the cases 
referred to in this section than in the following one : but as they decidedly 
belong to those in which some form of consolidation has occurred, they at 
least serve to determine the question of percussion dulness, and to give great 
preponderance to an hypothesis of tubercle as its local cause. 

In I 4 we meet with the cases most important to the physician, most puz- 
zling to the learner — the first stages of phthisis ; with the exception of a few 
instances in which tubercular softening has occurred in the lower lobes, there 
are none connected with auscultation in which it is so difficult to come to a 
decided opinion. It is true that the patient cannot know whether we be right 
or wrong, and that it is a safe course to give a rather unfavorable prognosis 
in all cases of doubt : it is true that this course is pursued by many of the 
most popular and most successful practitioners ; but it is also true that this is 
the course of quackery and imposture, and I believe that no earnest student 
will be satisfied with it, and that no right-minded physician feels quite com- 
fortable in practising the little deception which such a method implies. 

Here it must be admitted that superadded sounds are sometimes extremely 
valuable, because when we cannot fiud anything wrong elsewhere, they suggest 
the existence of local disease, and that local disease may be tubercular. The 
crumpling sound, when heard, is, like the wavy or jerking breath-sound, that 
which is most constantly associated with tubercular deposit. Creaking only 
proves the previous existence of local pleurisy, which very frequently is set 
up by, and, perhaps, sometimes ends in, tubercle. The fine moist sounds and 
the sonorous sounds referring only to bronchial irritation, derive their whole 
value from being the exponents of local action, whether they be heard at the 
apex only, from the first, or linger there when they have ceased to be heard 
elsewhere. 

Division II. — The Posterior and Lateral Kegions. 

§ 1. When there is marked dulness on one side. 

a. In simple serous effusion the absence of superadded sound 
confirms the diagnosis, proving that there is no affection of the 
lung : when fibrin is also effused, friction may occasionally be 
heard, but not always. The point at which it is most frequently 
detected is near the axilla, and towards the front of the chest : 
and this is the necessary result of the circumstance, that the lung 
floats upon fluid, which cannot alter in volume during respiration ; 
consequently its free edge at the point furthest from its attach- 
ments is that which will most readily partake of the movement 
of the fluid as it rises and falls with the decreased and increased 
capacity of the chest in breathing. 

B. When changes exist in the interior of the lung along with 
the effusion of fluid. 

a. We find, in certain cases, no superadded sound at all at the 
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base; higher up, coarse crepitation; and still higher, perhaps 
towards the front of the chest, or under the axilla, fine crepitation, 
but its existence depends a good deal upon the stage of the disease. 

b. In other cases there are throughout very abundant moist 
sounds, diminishing in intensity and in degree of coarseness to- 
wards the upper and front parts of the chest. 

These two conditions are very dissimilar, and are to be recog- 
nized by the different character of the voice and breath-sounds ; 
but they are still more marked by general symptoms, to which 
we shall subsequently refer; the one is pleuro-pneumonia, the 
other pulmonary oedema, with passive effusion into the pleura. 

c. When the fluid begins to be absorbed after pleuritic effusion 
with no change in lung-structure, a crumpling sound is heard, on 
deep inspiration, analogous to that observed at the apex in some 
cases of tubercular deposit. It is an auscultatory curiosity rather 
than a phenomenon of any real practical value. 

§ 2. With marked resonance on one side. 

A. When pneumothorax is accompanied, as it very soon is, by 
effusion in the pleura, two sounds may be produced which are 
very diagnostic ; the one a plash, if the patient be swayed some- 
what quickly from side to side, technically called succussion, 
which exactly corresponds to the shaking of any liquid in a half- 
empty jar; the other, a dropping of the fluid in which the shrunken 
lung has been bathed, 'while the patient remained in the horizon- 
tal posture ; it falls in successive drops from its lower border upon 
the surface of the fluid, when he sits up, with a peculiar ring, 
which is denominated metallic tinkling. These phenomena are 
neither of them constant ; and it is to be noted that, by various 
authors, the term metallic tinkling is often applied to any inter- 
rupted sound which has a metallic resonance. 

B. In emphysema it is necessary, as already mentioned, for the 
production of superadded sounds, that bronchitis be present. If 
moist sounds be the result, they are louder and more distinct in 
general bronchitis on the non-resonant side, and never exist to 
any great extent in a very emphysematous lung: when found 
only in the dilated lung, they are generally also few, and coarse, 
heard perhaps only towards the end of expiration, and very often 
superseding all breath-sound whatsoever. The sonorous sounds, 
on the contrary, are more audible on the resonant side : a pro- 
longed sonorous expiration, with excessive resonance, is nearly 
certain evidence of emphysema. 

_ § 3. ^ When the difference on percussion is less marked, espe- 
cially in regard to resistance. 

A. Consolidation existing on the duller side. 

a. The coincidence of fine crepitation with loud blowing or 
whiffing breathing, and exaggeration of voice, is very character- 
istic of pneumonia: it is usually local, and perhaps shades off into 
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a coarser sound ; it is generally ibund in the lower lobe, and sel- 
dom rises above the middle of the chest. 

b. When the dulness is more extensive, the blowing character 
of the breathing less peculiar, and the crepitation of a coarser 
kind, especially when this is audible over the upper part of the 
chest, we may suspect that the consolidation is tubercular. The 
hypothesis is confirmed if we find that the greatest amount of 
crepitation and the loudest breath-sound are heard above, and 
that both equally diminish as we descend, though occasionally 
fine crepitation may be heard at the base. Such are the indica- 
tions of acute general tuberculosis of one lung ; and though there 
be generally such differences, on auscultation, as are quite suffi- 
cient to denote that it is not pneumonia, still we must chiefly look 
to other circumstances for correct diagnosis, because there is, in 
reality, often a certain degree of chronic pneumonia present at 
the same time. The condition of the patient is very different 
from what it could possibly be if there were the same extent of 
sthenic inflammation : and the opposite lung very generally gives 
evidence of the development of tubercles at its apex. As soon 
as clicking or squeaking sounds at the apex take the place of 
crepitation, the apparent obscurity of the case is removed. 

c. Moist sounds may be heard very extensively in one lung, 
which is the seat of a certain amount of dulness, from the break- 
ing up of tubercular deposit: when limited to the lower lobe 
very similar phenomena are developed by the suppurative stage 
of pneumonia ; the moist sounds are closely analogous, and the 
exaggeration of the voice and blowing breathing of tubercular 
cavities there do not differ from what is ordinarily heard in pneu- 
monia. The determination must rest chiefly on the history either 
of long ailment or of a recent acute attack, the symptoms of which 
have been necessarily severe when it has terminated in suppura- 
tion ; or we may obtain evidence of pyeemia, with its secondary 
abscesses : the diseases which afford such an explanation of the 
condition referred to, are much more frequently acute than 
chronic. 

d. In the commencement of pleurisy, slight dulness is often 
accompanied by friction before fluid is effused. Occasionally, the 
exudation is wholly fibrinous, and the friction sound so intense, 
as to resemble crepitation. 

e. If the evidence of consolidation be limited to the upper part 
of the chest, the same rules are applicable as those already de- 
tailed in the previous Division ; with this difference only, that 
partial dulness over the scapula corresponds to marked dulness 
in the clavicular region. When the superadded sounds are found 
in both places they generally tend mutually to elucidate each 
other. 

b. When the difference in percussion is caused by excess of 
resonance on one side, the absence of any morbid sounds on the 
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duller side, and their presence on the more resonant one, would 
decide that the case was one of emphysema. 

When moist sounds are to be heard on both sides, they will 
probably be most abundant on the duller one; and then the 
question must arise whether this be not the seat of disease. As- 
suming that the condition be one only affecting the lower and 
back part of the chest, we have to consider the phenomena con- 
nected with the breath and voice-sounds as indicating dilatation 
or consolidation, especially observing on which side they deviate 
most from those heard a little higher up ; we have also to con- 
sider the characters of the moist sounds themselves, whether 
large and coarse on the duller side, as they would be in the soften- 
ing of tubercle and in suppuration of the lung, or whether, on 
the contrary, while finer and more numerous on that side, they 
are only found as a few coarse bubbles, where the greater reso- 
nance is observed, the air moving in the large tubes while it is 
stagnant in the vesicles. 

Prolonged sonorous expiration, so constantly heard in emphy- 
sema would probably decide at once that the resonant side was 
that on which the greatest amount of disease existed : and it is 
to be remembered that such evidence may often be obtained in 
the clavicular region, when the lung is emphysematous at its 
lower part, and the accompanying bronchitis is of such a cha- 
racter that nothing but moist sounds can be heard behind. 

c. The hypothesis of the existence of a tumor deeply-seated 
would derive great confirmation from the absence of any super- 
added sound. 

§ 4. When no difference is perceived on percussion. 
A. The percussion being natural. 

a. The absence of superadded sound proves the lungs to be 
healthy, and taken in conjunction with the same evidence in front, 
leads us to look elsewhere for the cause of any cough that may 
be complained of. 

b. Both sonorous and moist sounds are to be heard in cases of 
bronchitis, the former usually in the early stage of an acute at- 
tack, or where the disease is subsiding, the latter being its more 
ordinary manifestation, and being usually most distinct at the 
lowest part of the lung. When moist sounds are very fine, and 
limited to one side, the affection has been often mistaken for 
pneumonia ; we must carefully ascertain whether the localization 
can be accounted for by consolidation, of which evidence may be 
found in altered breath and voice-sounds. If this suspicion be 
negatived, we are justified in believing that the case is one of 
simple bronchitis. It is much more usual to find moist sounds on 
both sides : and it is my belief that when the percussion is really 
natural, healthy breathing will always be found at the upper 
part of the chest : in recent cases it is often accompanied by some 
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sonorous sounds from the scantiness of the secretion ; in chronic 
cases, it is sometimes of rather a harsh character from loss of 
elasticity in the air-tubes. When the breathing is otherwise 
altered at the upper part, some further change has taken place in 
the lung, and there is in reality either increased resonance or dul- 
ness on percussion. Sonorous sounds at the commencement of 
the attack are more frequently limited to one side than moist 
sounds. 

B. The resonance is increased on both sides. This may vary 
very greatly in amount, and when bronchitis is present, emphy- 
sema gives rise to all sorts of moist and sonorous sounds. When 
the latter predominate, the diagnosis is plain enough ; with the 
former, if the excess of resonance be small, the fact that moist 
sounds are heard above as well as below may lead to the suspi- 
cion that the case is one of very generally disseminated tubercle ; 
this is especially to be -remembered in the emphysema of early 
life. The doubt is best solved by a comparison with the clavicular 
region, considering whether the sounds heard there would be 
best explained by the hypothesis of general emphysema or early 
tubercular deposit. Then, again, the moist sounds of early phthisis 
are usually fine, those of emphysema are essentially coarse, and 
bronchial effusion tends to accumulate in the lower or most de- 
pendent part of the chest. 

c. Both sides may be equally dull. 

a. When double pneumonia or double pleurisy is its cause, 
the extent of the disorder and the severity of the general symp- 
toms are generally such as to leave no doubt on the mind of the 
observer : the signs enumerated in § 1 are then found equally on 
both sides. It is highly probable, if the dulness be but slight, 
and the other signs obscure, that any sound which might be taken 
for crepitation is in reality only a form of fine moist sound. 

b. Moist sounds limited to the base, while higher up the breath- 
ing is not otherwise modified, except in being rather harsh, are 
very common in chronic bronchitis, with some degree of indura- 
tion or senile atrophy. The very same indications, however, may 
be present when tubercle is limited to the lower lobes, and it is 
just possible that such might be their true interpretation; but the 
possibility is a rare one, because in general the alterations of 
sounds are much more extensive when tubercular disease attacks 
the lower and back parts of the lung. 

When moist sounds are heard on both sides throughout the whole of the 
posterior region, with some degree of dulness, they must be dependent on one 
of the following conditions : — oedema, engorgement, induration with atrophy, 
or tuberculosis. The diagnosis of oedema of the lungs does not rest so much 
on any peculiarity of the physical signs, as on the circumstances of our being 
able to discover some present obstruction to the circulation, such as produces 
oedema in other organs, especially disease of the heart or kidneys. Seconda- 
rily, it would derive confirmation from the expectoration being watery in place 
of puriform. 
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Engorgement, again, depends either upon obstruction to the circulation 
through the pulmonic veins, or upon gravitation of blood in fever, &c, when 
the patient is confined to bed. Superadded sounds are always present, which 
partake of the character of crepitation, or fine moist sounds, and these have 
no distinctive marks. That they are not the consequence of genuine pneu- 
monia, we only know from their extent, while the evidence of much consoli- 
dation is wanting ; that they are not caused by bronchitis must be proved by 
a consideration of the relative severity of the symptoms. 

Tuberculosis of the lower lobes can scarcely be distinguished from indura- 
tion, because in both there are usually present the signs of general bronchitis. 
Perhaps on more careful percussion we may be able to detect some difference 
in resonance between the two sides in this form of phthisis ; perhaps, too, 
clicking or squeaking sounds may be heard : if cavities have been formed, the 
voice-sound may be locally increased at those spots, or generally louder at the 
base than at the middle of the lung; information may also be gathered from 
observing that prolonged expiration or vocal resonance is more distinct on 
one side than the other, especially when this occurs under the axilla at points 
furthest removed from the root of the lungs and the large tubes. But all 
these evidences may fail, and we turn to the clavicular region, and there per- 
haps we find proof of more distinct consolidation on one side than the other, 
and we are satisfied that the disease is tubercular : on the contrary, we may 
find no great difference on percussion, each appearing somewhat dull ; auscul- 
tation may indeed reveal blowing expiration, and coarse moist sounds nearly 
allied to gurgling on one side, while the breathing is only harsh on the other, 
and yet this may be only caused by a dilated bronchus along with the indura- 
tion, the apparent dulness being due to loss of elasticity of the ribs. It must 
be confessed that these cases give rise to very great difficulties in diagnosis ; 
the constitutional symptoms, however, very generally point more distinctly to 
one form of disease than the other, and if we follow this suggestion, in a 
careful analysis of each of the signs just enumerated, we shall probably come 
to a correct conclusion. Certainly the most trustworthy evidence of tuber- 
cular disease at the posterior part of the chest is derived from the coincidence 
of signs in the clavicular region ; fallacy there (e. g., a dilated bronchus mis- 
taken for a cavity) only arises from taking one sign as sufficient to prove the 
existence of tubercle. Sound principles demand that when we assign to 
blowing, breathing or gurgling sounds this cause, we should also have distinct 
evidence of very advanced consolidation, because tubercular matter is not 
evacuated until the separate masses have been closely aggregated to°-ether. 

These circumstances have been gone into with some minuteness because the 
cases are very apt to be misunderstood ; the moist sounds passing from fine 
to coarse, as we descend, is just what we expect to meet with in bronchitis, 
and the mind is very readily satisfied with the explanation of all the constitu- 
tional symptoms which this disease in its chronic form affords, when it is very 
apt to simulate phthisis ; the important point is overlooked that phthisis may 
simulate bronchitis : to guard against such an error demands close scrutiny 
and careful reasoning, for it must be remembered that the prognosis in the 
two disorders is widely different. 

D. The difference on percussion may be unobserved because of 
the thickness of the walls of the chest. 

a. Commencing pneumonia in one lung may be indicated by 
fine crepitation with exaggeration of voice, or there may be only 
a few moist sounds from irritation of the bronchial tubes, or even 
this may be wanting, and nothing but exaggeration of the voice 
be found ; these differences merely depending upon the distance 
from the surface at which the fibrinous effusion is taking place, 
the overlying lung tissue being resonant and but little implicated 
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in the disease. Yocal resonance, therefore, taken along with 
general symptoms, occasionally becomes a valuable distinguishing 
sign between pneumonia, and bronchitis of one lung, which no 
doubt has been often mistaken for it. Friction in the very early 
stage of pleurisy, before dulness can be detected, sometimes indi- 
cates the form which the inflammation is about to take, for un- 
doubtedly the constitutional symptoms are very often pronounced 
before the physical signs give us any very definite information. 

b. Dulness at the apex posteriorly is very apt to be overlooked. 
The restriction of moist sounds to the apex is a very important 
sign, because of the natural tendency of the fluid in the bronchial 
tubes to gravitate to the base of the lungs. All the superadded 
sounds mentioned, as occasionally heard in the clavicular region, 
when dulness is only slightly marked (Div. I., § 3), may be found 
over the scapula when no difference on percussion can be detected 
there ; and in the supra-spinal fossa the crumpling sound is more 
frequently met with than anywhere else. 

c. When the ordinary signs of bronchitis prevail throughout 
one lung, and are limited to the upper part of the other, we have 
great reason to suspect that the disease has a tubercular origin, 
even when we cannot make out any sign of consolidation at all. 

In proportion as the thickness of the walls of the chest interferes with the 
evidences of change of structure derived from alterations in breath and voice- 
sounds and percussion resonance, so do the superadded sounds acquire import- 
ance. The cases included under \ 1 are therefore less dependent for their 
diagnosis on the latter characteristics than those in which the percussion 
sound is less distinct; but they may be of some use, as when, for example, 
with disease of the kidney, we are anxious to know whether effusion into the 
pleura be merely passive, or the result of intercurrent pleurisy ; the existence 
of friction would prove the presence of lymph. Still the right discrimination 
of all the cases mentioned in this section depends more upon the correct in- 
terpretation of other signs : whiffing breath-sound, for instance, is much more 
valuable than crepitation. 

In \ 2 we meet with two very important sounds — succession and metallic 
tinkling. The first of these cannot exist under any other circumstances than 
when air and fluid are present together in -the pleura ; the second, although 
liable to be mistaken for other sounds, is also, when pure, very distinct evi- 
dence of the same fact. But we must be able to assert the existence of 
pneumothorax when neither are heard, and we know that the effusion of fluid 
is a necessary consecpaence of the presence of air. It is unnecessary to ex- 
plain why these sounds are sometimes absent ; it is enough to be prepared for 
such an occurrence. It has happened to careless observers to mistake the 
gurgling sounds in the stomach for succussion ; and by the best authorities 
the name of metallic tinkling is used when there is no pneumothorax : it is 
well to remember that the sound is merely that of fluid dropping in a par- 
tially filled cavity of some size, whether that be in the lung or in the pleura. 
There is not any chance of a careful observer mistaking emphysema for 
pneumothorax. 

The coincidence of fine crepitation with the other signs of pneumonia, as 
mentioned in I 3, gives great certainty to the diagnosis; but this sign has been 
more than once alluded to as a very common source of fallacy. Cases of 
tuberculosis in which crepitation at the back of the chest is very distinct 
are rare ; but they are to be borne in mind, especially when the history does 
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not correspond with the suggestion which this sound gives of the existence 
of pneumonia. Tubercular deposit limited to the base, or more advanced 
there than at the apex, is that condition which causes the greatest difficulty 
in diagnosis with reference to the posterior region : such cases may be mis- 
taken for pneumonia, but are more commonly confounded with bronchitis, as 
explained in $ 4. 

There is less chance of error when one lung is slightly emphysematous at 
its lower part, than when the same condition exists at the apex. If the sounds 
of bronchitis be limited to the resonant side, no mistake can be made, whether 
the difference on percussion be rightly or wrongly interpreted ; if they be heard 
on both sides, although more distinct on the duller one, the suspicion of con- 
solidation there is not so apt to mislead as it is in the clavicular region : the 
possible varieties are detailed in the preceding pages chiefly in order that the 
student may be able to give to himself a consistent explanation of what he 
hears. 

The cases of real difficulty are enumerated in \ 4, and though perhaps 
enough has been there stated to show the grounds upon which diagnosis is to 
be made, a recapitulation in a less formal method may serve to make them 
more intelligible. We may at once exclude those in which some faint stetho- 
scopic indication ekes out general symptoms, and shows that pleurisy or 
pneumonia is impending, or is actually present in minor degree, or is deep 
seated. Auscultation can do no more than lend a feeble aid, and no great 
reliance is to be placed upon it. We may also exclude those in which only 
imperfect information is derived from percussion, because the walls are too 
thick and unequal (e. g., in the scapular region) to produce definite results, 
while the other auscultatory phenomena are well marked and distinct. The 
cases to which we now refer are those in which the sounds of bronchitis are 
taken for something else, or those dependent on other causes are supposed to 
indicate its presence. 

The sounds produced by bronchitis include two very distinct classes — the 
sonorous and moist sounds : the former are not apt to cause mistakes ; and 
the only point to be remembered is, that when confined to one part of the 
chest, there is probably some cause for their localization, which must be 
sought for in consolidation or dilatation, or may be more vaguely traced out 
in a history of previous inflammation of the lung ; and thus, while explicitly 
pointing to bronchitis, they may be the means of detecting other and more 
permanent disease. Moist sounds, again, vary very much in character ; and 
the range of those which may be caused by bronchitis, and nothing more, is a 
very wide one : it is true in a general sense, that very fine sounds, even when 
not quite what may be called crepitation, are most probably excited by fibrin- 
ous or tubercular deposit, and that very coarse or large bubbles are only 
heard when there is a cavity ; but these limits cannot be strictly defined. One 
leading characteristic of the bronchial exudation is its tendency to accumulate 
in the lower part of the chest, and therefore it is there that we seek for it ; 
and in a large proportion of cases moist sounds, heard there only, are dis- 
tinctive of bronchitis. The exceptions are so few, that if heard equally on 
both sides, except there be something incongruous in the history of the case 
—haemoptysis, quick pulse, &c— it does not demand any very close investiga- 
tion : it is only when they are confined to one side that we have to inquire 
whether there be not some consolidation or dilatation of the lung-tissue ex- 
isting at the same time ; and when consolidation is found, the probabilities 
are very greatly in favor of past or present inflammation— very much against 
tubercle. 

When the superadded sounds are not limited to the base, there may be 
found in the clavicular region or over the scapula sounds which closely re- 
semble crepitation ; but we may at once dismiss the idea that the whole of 
them can be caused by pneumonia, unless the constitutional disturbance be 
very great indeed, and we are reduced to the hypothesis of disseminated 
tubercle or of bronchitis : we have the same hypothesis to deal with, when 
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the sounds at the apex are either coarser or sonorous. If the deposits of 
tubercular matter be very wide apart, they may not produce any definite signs 
of consolidation — generally there is a difference between the two apices, but 
not invariably : the more nearly the sounds at the apex approach to crepita- 
tion, the more distinct the evidence will be. 

The cases are naturally divided by their history into the acute and chronic ; 
those of recent date, with simply mucous expectoration or mixed mucilaginous- 
looking sputa ; and those of long standing, in which the secretion is distinctly 
purulent or muco-pus. In recent cases the mode of incursion very often in- 
dicates the character of the disease, and is really much more trustworthy than 
the physical signs : in childhood the sounds may be clicking or squeaking, 
such as in adults we seldom meet with but in phthisis, and yet the case may 
be simply bronchitis ; it is at this age, too, that we most frequently find the 
equally disseminated tubercular deposit, which fails in giving evidence of con- 
solidation. The true nature of such cases can only be determined by their 
history and general symptoms. Sonorous sounds at the apex are less likely 
than any other variety to have a tubercular source when moist sounds exist at 
the lower part of the chest : in adults, when tubercles are present, the sound, 
of whatever character, is generally as distinct in front as at the back of the 
chest, and very probably more so on one side than on the other. 

In chronic cases the history is often so similar, whether there be tubercle 
or not, that less aid is derived from this source ; still, we may have a report 
of haemoptysis, or suspicion may be aroused by the extreme rapidity of the 
pulse, the fine thin skin or clubbed nails of phthisis ; and so great is the im- 
portance of such correlative symptoms, that the stethoscopist may be wrong, 
and the man who never practises auscultation, right, in the interpretation of 
tubercular disease of the lower lobes : all the physical signs are readily ex- 
plained by the hypothesis of bronchitis, and the general symptoms are attri- 
buted to the same cause. 

Then, on the other hand, a more common error is to be guarded against 
that differences of sound at the apices necessarily indicate tubercles : rigidity 
and dilatation of tubes is so frequent in chronic bronchitis, producing a cer- 
tain amount of blowing, breathing, and giving a degree of coarseness to the 
moist sounds in one part of the lungs, while a slight amount of emphysema, 
or the closure of some tube with mucus, causes a suppression of all sound 
in another, that it is not difficult to account, in a general way, for changes in 
breath-sound and varieties of moist sound met with when there is no tubercle ; 
but they are apt to mislead the inexperienced. 

The difficulty of ascertaining the exact condition of the lower lobes, so far 
as the breath-sound is concerned, is very often increased by the closure of 
tubes just alluded to ; and when the secretion is very abundant or much in- 
spissated, no sound may reach the ear over a large portion of the posterior 
region, except a few large coarse bubbles. 

Summary. 

In reviewing the facts which superadded sounds really teach, 
we find, first, that their presence is a direct indication that some- 
thing is wrong, even when the comparison of breath and voice- 
sound with percussion resonance fails in pointing out that there is 
any change of density in the part ; secondly, that in such circum- 
stances the sound is probably due to bronchitis; thirdly, that 
when its character is quite local, we have reason to suspect that 
there is some localizing cause, but there is nothing in the sound 
itself which can warrant us in pronouncing decidedly upon the 
nature of that cause ; fourthly, that when combined with other 
17 
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physical signs they rather tend to show the stage of the disease 
than its real character. "When the student has been well trained 
in the principles of diagnosis, he may after a time pronounce with 
comparative certainty on the condition of a patient from the sim- 
ple evidence of superadded sounds in a large number of cases, 
especially when they are heard in the posterior and lateral 
regions : such a proceeding, however, at all times liable to error, 
ought to be carefully avoided by a learner, and even persons of 
great experience fall into mistakes when trusting to superadded 
sounds in the clavicular region, where their indications must be 
regarded as more uncertain. It is of great importance that this 
principle be kept steadily in view ; the stethoscope, and medical 
diagnosis altogether, are constantly brought into discredit by 
conclusions regarding the state of the lungs being based on the 
evidence which these sounds afford, to the exclusion, not only of 
general symptoms, but even of the other physical signs, which 
are far more trustworthy in judging of change of structure. 
The presence of some superadded sound is, indeed, readily 
detected, and affords at once conclusive evidence that there is 
something wrong, while the comparative estimate of changes in 
breath and voice-sound and in percussion resonance requires 
careful examination and logical reasoning to insure correctness; 
and we are too prone to adopt the easier and shorter method : 
but this very facility in the one case is apt to lead to hasty gene- 
ralizations and false deductions, which are more likely to be 
guarded against by the caution and accuracy required in the 
other. 

The interrupted sounds for the most part show that there is 
some obstruction to the entrance or exit of air, which is overcome 
in a succession of jerks or explosions, varying in magnitude and 
frequency from the finest of crepitation to the coarsest of gurg- 
ling sounds; and, with certain qualifications, its fineness or coarse- 
ness is a measure of the size of the tube or space in which the 
sound is formed. But if the cause be one of general operation, 
the obstruction in the larger tubes interferes with the entrance of 
air into the smaller, and hence in simple bronchitis the sounds 
are seldom of the finer kind: whereas, in pneumonia and tuber- 
culosis the irritation is limited to the smallest tubes, and the finer 
sounds are developed : and this remark will be found true of the 
moist sounds heard in each disease, even if the hypothesis should 
be subsequently verified that true crepitation is produced by a 
wholly different mechanism, and is absolutely as well as relatively 
a dry sound. The interval occurring between the explosions, 
when they are few and coarse, or squeaking, varies chiefly with 
the relative viscidity of the fluid: bubbles of air passing through 
pure pus, must of necessity be much larger than those passing 
through simple serum. The metallic timbre which interrupted 
sounds sometimes present, is only produced by echo in a large 
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space, which contains little fluid ; it is alike present when the 
noise is caused by the bursting of a bubble, or the falling of a 
drop ; the metallic bubbling is the commoner circumstance in a 
large cavity, the metallic dropping in the pleura itself, but dis- 
tinct dropping does also occur in large cavities. 

The continuous sounds have no character in common, beyond 
that which their name implies. Sonorous sound teaches that the 
air is thrown into vibration by some minor obstruction to its 
passage ; there may be some plug of mucus which, itself vibrat- 
ing like the reed of a musical instrument, produces a correspond- 
ing sound in the air, and converts a bronchus into a hautboy ; or 
there may be some constriction of the tube which causes the air 
to pass with a hissing noise. It is supposed that the graver 
sounds are always produced in the larger, and the shriller tones 
in the smaller tubes. Friction sound is rather a curiosity than 
one which is readily available in diagnosis ; pleurisy can be very 
well ascertained without it, and in the cases in which it might be 
expected to be of most value, when fibrin is poured out without 
serum, it is commonly so rough and coarse that it resembles cre- 
pitation rather than ordinary friction. Crumpling and creaking 
sounds indicate some hindrance to the expansion of the lung, and 
are therefore only of value when other abnormal sounds at the 
apex are wanting, or when at the base we find difficulty in ex- 
plaining the meaning of dulness. 

No mistake is more frequently made in the interpretation of 
superadded sound, than the assumption that when heard at the 
apex, it is a certain indication of tubercle. The probabilities are, 
undoubtedly, very greatly in favor of such a conclusion ; but it 
is precisely in the rare cases, which are not tubercular, that skill 
in correct diagnosis is most valuable in regard to treatment, and 
where its exercise requires the most careful consideration of all 
the circumstances. It were far better for their patients that medi- 
cal men never took a stethoscope into their hands, and trusted 
solely to general indications, than that they should stop short of 
the knowledge necessary to enable them to discriminate such 
cases. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS. 

§ 1. Laryngitis — Acute and Chronic — (Edema of the Glottis — to be 
distinguished from Pressure on the Trachea — § 2. Tracheitis, or 
Group — Crowing Inspiration — § 3. Pneumonia — its History and 
Symptoms — its Auscultatory Phenomena — Inflammation of the 
Upper Lobe — Abscess^ Gangrene — Complications — § 4. Pleurisy 
— its Early Stage — its Advanced Stage— Complication with Pneu- 
monia — Passive Effusion — Causes and Complications — Pleuro- 
dynia — § 5. Pneumothorax — its History and Symptoms — the Pre- 
sence of Fluid — § 6. Bronchitis — Acute and Chronic — Bronchor- 
rhoea — § 7. Emphysema— its Complication with Bronchitis — § 8. 
Asthma — distinguished from Emphysema — Hay Asthma — § 9. 
Phthisis Pulmonalis — its History and Symptoms — Auscultatory 

Phenomena — their Rational Exposition — § 10. Tumors § 11. 

Hooping- Cough— § 12. Chest Diseases in Childhood. 

Having in the previous chapters attempted to analyze the va- 
rious auscultatory phenomena which are to be met with in exa- 
mining the chest, let us now take into consideration the diseases 
to which they owe their origin, in order that we may compare 
with the facts elicited by percussion and auscultation, the history 
and general symptoms, and ascertain what influence each of them 
ought to have upon any hypothesis which may be suggested for 
their explanation. In this chapter will be included the subject 
of phthisis pulmonalis, although it be not properly a local dis- 
ease, and claimed a passing notice in the earlier part of the vo- 
lume as one of the depraved constitutional states; it was then 
found impossible to enter on a consideration of the indications 
which auscultation affords, and it has been thought better to place 
it in contrast with bronchitis, to which, in many respects, it bears 
a close resemblance. _ Here, too, we must refer to aneurism of 
the aorta and its subdivisions, as one very common form of tumor 
in the chest, although diseases of bloodvessels belong to another 
division of the subject. Hooping-cough and croup, while they 
have each some claim to be regarded as epidemic, and popu- 
lar belief runs strongly in favor of the infectious character of the 
former, are yet neither of them sufficiently understood, in a sci- 
entific point of view, to enable us to classify them, except as affec- 
tions oi the respiratory organs. 

§ 1. Laryngitis.— This affection occurs in two very distinct 
forms, the acute and the chronic, which differ from each other 



LARYNGITIS. 253 

very greatly in severity, and even in character, so that it is only 
when some fresh accession of inflammation has occurred, that the 
chronic disorder assumes any practical importance. 

In most cases of acute laryngitis the attention is at once arrested 
by a hoarse, prolonged, rather laborious inspiration, interrupting 
the speech, and causing the patient to stop and take breath, while 
the voice is hoarse, or there is complete aphonia. The history 
may generally be summed up in a few words : after some expo- 
sure, the patient has " caught cold," sorethroat being the promi- 
nent symptom, and difficulty of breathing having come on early. 
The sorethroat, the painful deglutition which usually excites 
coughing, and the hoarseness in the early stage, are very import- 
ant, as indications of the serious malady impending, as well as 
valuable guides when it is more completely developed ; because 
the amount of redness of the fauces bears no proportion to the 
pain and difficulty of swallowing which the patient complains of. 
We are thus at once enabled to exclude common quinsy, which 
gives rise to the same symptoms, unaccompanied, however, by 
either hoarseness or dyspnoea, in any marked degree ; the disco- 
loration in laryngitis, too, has generally a livid hue. 

The progress of the disease is very characteristic : at intervals 
the difficulty of inspiration is much increased, and then a period 
of comparative quiet probably follows ; but these spasmodic at- 
tacks rapidly increase in frequency and urgency, till each inspira- 
tory effort assumes a convulsive character, the face grows dusky 
and is covered with clammy perspiration, the shoulders and cla- 
vicles are heaved upwards in laborious breathing, the larynx 
moves up and down in a tumultuous manner, and instant suffoca- 
tion seems impending ; the patient can scarcely make the attempt 
to speak, or if he do, it is only in a short, hoarse whisper. 

At the commencement of the attack there is usually a good 
deal of febrile excitement, a hot skin, quick, firm pulse, and flushed 
face : as the insufficient aeration of the blood goes on, and begins 
to tell on the constitution, the pulse fails in power and increases 
in rapidity, the skin tends to coldness, the flush on the cheeks is 
changed to a dusky tint. All this bears upon correct diagnosis, 
although what it teaches be simply that there is some obstruction 
to the entrance of air into the lungs : the consciousness of the 
patient, indeed, points out that it is in the larynx ; but we know 
that any cause might have the same effect upon the breathing, 
which opposed a similar obstacle to the inflation of the lung : 
such circumstances, we shall find, perplex the diagnosis of the 
chronic affection. 

As in many other diseases of the respiratory organs, the patient 
suffering from acute laryngitis usually assumes the sitting posture; 
he cannot lie down with ease, but shows more restlessness and 
anxiety than under any other affection: cough is never promi- 
nent, perhaps rarely present, for the patient cannot fill his lungs 
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sufficiently to produce it. His sensations point simply to the 
larynx, except that now and then there may be pain at the lower 
end of the sternum, caused by the labored inspiratory movements. 
The evidence derived from auscultation and percussion is entirely 
negative : wherever the stridulous laryngeal noise does not pre- 
vent the breath-sound from being heard, the indications are those 
of health. 

Besides this form of laryngitis, which may be termed the idio- 
pathic, it is met with as a consequence of injury, such, for example, 
as the entrance of an irritant fluid or gas into the trachea: it 
supervenes, as already mentioned, on the chronic form ; or it as- 
cends from the inflated trachea of croup, or descends from the 
inflamed fauces of quinsy. Its association with croup and the 
means of discriminating the two diseases will come under our 
notice in the next section : in each of the other cases, the history 
and symptoms are primarily those of the preceding affection ; and 
a knowledge of its existence prepares us for the correct interpre- 
tation of sudden dyspnoea, raucous breathing, and symptoms of 
suffocation when the laryngitis supervenes. 

There is also what may be termed a bastard laryngitis occa- 
sionally met with, consisting of oedema of the glottis. It is prin- 
cipally associated with the sore'throat of erysipelas, and with 
renal disease : and this would lead to the belief that it has the 
character of low phlegmonous inflammation rather than that of 
simple serous effusion. But the swelling of the vocal cords from 
this effusion is the dangerous circumstance, and that which brings 
it into association with laryngitis. The symptoms are less severe, 
and the inflammatory fever is absent ; the dyspnoea, however, is 
sometimes equally urgent : the correct interpretation of the cha- 
racter of the obstruction is chiefly inferential ; the coexistence of 
the other forms of disease excludes the idea of acute or sthenic 
inflammation ; and when disease of the kidney is present, even if 
unknown, there is generally external swelling of the throat, as 
well as internal oedema. 

The absence of auscultatory phenomena, indicative of disease of the lungs, is 
most important in regard to treatment. I have more than once seen the opera- 
tion of tracheotomy performed without even a transient relief to the sufferer ; 
with indeed, in one case, manifest injury, from the excitement and alarm it 
produced. In these cases the diagnosis was based on insufficient premises: 
there were, it is true, the sudden invasion after exposure, the rapid progress, 
the inflammatory fever, and the extreme dyspnoea, with discoloration of the 
face ; but neither had there been sorethroat nor aphonia, and unmistakable 
signs in the lungs showed that if the larynx were implicated it was only 
secondarily: post-mortem examination revealed what is not inaptly called 
broncho-pneumonia of the most extensive kind, in each of these patients. 
The propriety of the operation must entirely rest upon the correct interpreta- 
tion of the causes producing the suffocation which it is intended to relieve ; 
but it is even more apt to be undertaken with a wrong impression when urgent 
symptoms supervene in chronic cases, than when the disease is from the first 
acute. 



LARYNGITIS. 255 

Aphonia is a very good measure of the extent of the inflammation, or rather 
of its progress, and of the effects it has produced. When the hoarseness has 
passed rapidly into complete aphonia the affection is unquestionably a grave 
one. Feeling an inability to produce any laryngeal sound, the patient may be 
content to speak in a whisper ; but it is to be remembered that this does not 
of necessity imply the existence of aphonia ; and if no effort be made to pro- 
duce articulate sound, we have at least the right to suspect that the patient 
may have the power to do so, but does not exercise it. This is one of the com- 
mon manifestations of hysteria, but is not likely to be mistaken for acute laryn- 
gitis ; it is rather the chronic affection which it simulates ; and along with the 
aphonia there may be an unnatural barking cough, which tends to make the 
counterfeit more complete : in such circumstances tracheotomy has been per- 
formed without the very slightest necessity, in consequence of mistaken diag- 
nosis. More commonly hysterical aphonia lasts for months or years, the 
patient all the time being able to speak aloud if she but made a real effort;. 

In chronic laryngitis the disease is not only of much longer 
duration, but of much less severity ; and except when an acute 
attack supervenes, there is at no time urgent dyspnoea. The in- 
spiratory act is sometimes noisy, and more labored than natural ; 
but generally the voice is much more affected than the breathing: 
it becomes rough and harsh, or husky, or may be lost. Chronic 
laryngitis is connected especially with two other forms of disease, 
the tubercular and the syphilitic, and it is therefore important to 
make out from the history and symptoms whether either of those 
cachexies may exist as its cause. In some cases disease in the 
larynx and trachea has proceeded much furthejrthan in the lungs, 
where only a few miliary tubercles exist — phthisis laryngea it 
used to be called ; and then its tubercular nature is not so readily 
made out : to one accustomed to watch all the indications of dis- 
ease there is something very characteristic in the altered voice of 
phthisis, caused no doubt by the circumstance that such inflam- 
mation of the glottis tends to ulceration rather than to thickening 
of the cords. In the syphilitic form we trust more to the exist- 
ence of secondary symptoms of any sort than to the history of 
infection, which the patient may have an object in denying. 

Besides these varieties, chronic laryngitis may be left after a 
more acute attack of the idiopathic kind has passed away ; and 
there would also seem to be some tendency to a recurrence of 
the disease in a chronic form, after any exposure, in a person who 
has once suffered from the acute disorder. In other instances we 
find it associated with disease of bone or cartilage. 

The general symptoms depend more upon the condition of the 
patient in other respects than upon the severity of the local ail- 
ment, which is not such as to materially affect the health. There 
is frequently a feeling of soreness, or dryness of throat, with some 
difficulty in swallowing; occasionally the act of deglutition excites 
cough, which may end in retching : in many cases these symp- 
toms are wholly wanting. There is usually tenderness on pres- 
sure over the larynx ; any alteration in form, or any degree of 
fulness, would lead us to suspect disease of bone or cartilage. 
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Cough is very generally present, is harsh, and sometimes peculiar 
in tone ; but less so, as a general rule, than in affections of the 
trachea. 

The disease most liable to be confounded with chronic laryn- 
gitis is aneurism of the aorta : any tumor in the same situation 
would produce similar results ; but practically this is the cause 
which most commonly originates them. By some physiologists 
it has been assumed that the symptoms are produced by pressure 
on the laryngeal nerves, especially the recurrent; but no doubt 
much is due to the irritation produced by its actual contact with 
the trachea itself. The only conclusive evidence is the discovery 
of the tumor : a suspicion, indeed, that the dyspnoea and cough 
may not be the effect of laryngitis, will probably be suggested 
by the absence of soreness in the throat, and the character of the 
voice, which is not absolutely hoarse, but has rather a cracked 
sound, and is wanting in power ; the sound of the cough is not so 
rough, but generally more harsh and clanging. Such circum- 
stances, however, only amount to bare suspicion : more value may 
be attached to the fact that while there is no soreness of the throat, 
there is often a peculiar dysphagia — a sensation of the food stick- 
ing fast in the gullet, which, like the changes in breathing and 
voice, may be partly due to interference with nerves, partly to 
pressure on the oesophagus. 

§ 2. Tracheitis, or Croup. — Crowing Inspiration. — Acute inflam- 
mation of the entrance of the air-passages in childhood is an 
affection quite sui generis. It is not here our business to enter 
upon its pathology, but merely to point out that, while in the 
adult the inflammation is commonly limited to the larynx, or at 
least derives all its importance from the inflammation attaching 
itself to the opening of the glottis, in childhood the trachea is 
the chief seat of the inflammation ; the larynx and the fauces are 
usually involved secondarily and to a less degree. The chief ex- 
ception to this is found in the diphtheritis which often prevails 
epidemically on the Continent ; it clearly commences in the upper 
part of the pharynx, and very often terminates in true croup. 
(See Chap. XXIV. § 2.) 

In the history of the case we either find that the child has been 
ailing for two or three days, with symptoms of cold attended by 
hoarseness, or that the antecedents have been so slight as to have 
escaped notice, and that the child was waked up in the night in 
a state of high fever, with a loud clanging cough and considerable 
difficulty in breathing. The attendant phenomena always indi- 
cate very marked febrile disturbance ; the skin is hot, the pulse 
quick, and the face flushed, and the progress of the symptoms is 
closely analogous to those already mentioned in laryngitis. 
Hoarseness is an indication which deserves a first place among 
the evidences of the disease, because it is one which so seldom 
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attends the common colds of childhood ; next, if considered along 
with other circumstances, are the peculiar croupy inspiration 
which follows a fit of coughing, and the brassy or ringing noise 
of the cough itself; when taken alone, these signs have often led 
to mistaken diagnosis. As the disease proceeds, membranous 
shreds of lymph may be coughed up or expelled by vomiting, 
or patches of lymph may be seen on the fauces ; this renders the 
diagnosis of the disease quite certain ; but in some case no mem- 
brane at all is found, the trachea and bronchi are simply inflamed 
and bathed in purulent secretion. Auscultation of the chest 
reveals noisy breathing, mixed with a variety of clacking or 
moist sounds, according to the character and extent of the se- 
cretion. 

In attempting "to discriminate between croup and acute laryngitis, we have 
first the very broad distinction that the one is a disease of childhood, the 
other of adult life ; a form of tracheitis is indeed sometimes found in young 
adults, in which fibrinous exudation lines all the tubes, even to their minute 
ramifications ; but this is confessedly so rare that it may be left out of account. 
Next we have the circumstance that, except when lymph is visible in the 
fauces, there is no sore throat or difficulty in swallowing ; and lastly, the 
stethoscopic signs of affection of the tubes, which, though obscured by the 
noisy breathing, are nevertheless capable of being discriminated. These in- 
dications also bear upon the important question of tracheotomy. Powerful 
to save life, when the larynx only is involved, it is generally absolutely use- 
less when the bronchi are implicated, and not unattended with danger ; the 
absence of stethoscopic evidence of bronchial inflammation, and the existence 
of sore throat, or lymph on the fauces, would justify our entertaining the 
proposition if it ever ought to be practised in croup ; the more abundant the 
lymph about the fauces the less probability is there of its having passed to 
any considerable distance along the trachea. Both affections are alike liable 
to exacerbations and remissions, which are probably of spasmodic character ; 
but in croup there are also violent fits of coughing, which are comparatively 
rare in laryngitis. 

Crowing inspiration, or false croup, is often mistaken for the 
true, especially by those who are content with solitary indica- 
tions ; the appearance of impending suffocation is even greater in 
the spasmodic disease, and the inspiration following the temporary 
closure of the glottis, from which it derives its name, sounds very 
similar to that following a fit of coughing in croup ; but in other 
respects the diseases differ very widely. The crowing inspiration 
rarely extends beyond the period of dentition, with the irritation 
of which it is closely connected: it comes on suddenly, without 
preliminary catarrh, cough, or hoarseness ; it is not accompanied 
by inflammatory fever, and as soon as the paroxysm has passed, 
the breathing is completely free from obstruction. In all these 
respects it stands in complete antagonism to the true croup. It 
is evidently a paroxysmal disease, and more nearly related to the 
convulsions than the inflammations of childhood, as shown by 
spasms of the flexors of the thumbs and great toes, which is so 
frequently observed during the attack : it is especially associated 
with disorder of the primae viae, inflamed gums, and impetigo 
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capitis leading to enlarged cervical glands. By some pathologists 
enlargement of glands has been supposed to be its ultimate cause ; 
that of the thymus gland, especially, tending to produce pressure 
on the laryngeal nerves : probably the two affections only stand 
to each other in the relation of common effects from the same 
cause ; imperfect nutrition alike manifesting itself in convulsion, 
in cutaneous eruption, enlargement of glands, and faulty assimi- 
lation. 

§ 3. Pneumonia. — Inflammation of the substance of the lung 
generally presents itself to our notice only in the acute form ; 
chronic pneumonia is sometimes the accompaniment of rapid 
tuberculosis, and will only occupy our attention as one of the 
complications of that disease. Its history is, therefore, recent; 
" nor do we find that the patient has been liable to similar attacks 
at previous periods. We only learn that, after some sort of ex- 
posure, severe cold has been caught : in its commencement there 
may have been rigor, or pain in the side ; but these phenomena 
are often absent. It is always attended with more or less of 
inflammatory fever, as indicated by the heat of surface, coated 
tongue, quick pulse, &c. : occasionally the combination of in- 
creased arterial action and insufficient aeration of the blood toge- 
ther produce a peculiar dusky flush on the cheek, which is very 
striking. The breathing is hurried, and in severe cases the 
number of inspirations in a given time exceeds the normal stand- 
ard in a much higher ratio than the acceleration of pulse. The 
cough is hard and dry, especially in the earlier stages, the tough 
adhesive phlegm being brought up with difficulty, and presenting 
very soon a rusty color from an intimate admixture of blood: 
the expectoration is much more abundant and more distinctly 
blood-tinged when the type of the inflammation is lower in de- 
gree. Pain is sometimes complained of, from the presence pro- 
bably of slight complication of pleurisy, and the patient has a 
general sense of illness much more decidedly than in bronchitis, 
for example. 

The distinctness of the auscultatory signs depends very much 
upon the position of the inflammation, whether near the surface 
or deeply seated. It attacks the lower and back parts of the 
lungs very much more frequently than the upper and anterior 
portions, and we have therefore much more confidence in the 
diagnosis when observed somewhere behind or to either side : 
the percussion dulness is not complete, and generally not very 
extensive : in parts the breathing is suppressed, in parts much 
exaggerated, but nowhere entirely absent, even down to the very 
edge of the diaphragm ; the expiratory sound is longer in pro- 
portion to the inspiratory than in health, and when much exagge- 
rated it becomes very loud and blowing, with a whiffing metallic 
or brassy character, commonly called tubular breathing. The 
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voice-sound is increased, and becomes diffuse, ringing, or metallic; 
but it has neither the sharpness of that produced in a large cavity, 
nor the shakiness of that which accompanies the effusion of fluid. 
When fine crepitation is distinctly beard as accompanying the 
foregoing phenomena, the diagnosis may be pronounced with 
certainty : the sound is not heard over the whole of the hepatized 
portion of the lung, but more commonly towards its edges, and 
sometimes only when a deep inspiration is made. The period of 
the disease during which really fine crepitation is audible — that 
form of it which consists of very fine crackling, heard only at the 
end of each inspiration — is limited, and is soon succeeded either 
by its almost total cessation, or by its gradual transition through 
coarse crepitation into true moist sound. Sonorous sound is 
sometimes heard in consequence of the presence of bronchitis ; 
and not only does acute bronchitis accompany pneumonia, but it 
may precede it, and among the aged is very often its exciting 
cause. In such cases the history is a good deal modified, and the 
auscultatory phenomena are not so distinct. 

The condition just described is that of the fully-developed dis- 
ease : but the practitioner may have to treat a case in an earlier 
stage, when the history is such as leads him to suspect inflamma- 
tion of the lung, while yet there is no evidence of consolidation. 
He only finds that on one side the breathing is weaker than on 
the other, and then undoubtedly fine crepitation is among the 
surest and the earliest indications of what is going to happen ; 
but while he fails in no part of the treatment which the general 
condition of the patient and the probability of the invasion of 
pneumonia would indicate, it is wise to abstain from a positive 
diagnosis until the signs be more fully developed, in order that 
he may not be misled in his judgment of subsequent symptoms, 
which may prove the disease to be something else, bronchitis or 
pleurisy, for example. 

It must be remembered, too, that when pneumonia is deep 
seated, its presence will scarcely be marked by any physical signs 
at all ; but if sufficient regard be paid to the whole category of 
symptoms, we may be contented if the diagnosis derive confirma- 
tion from superficial weakness or deficiency of breathing, with 
local exaggeration of voice-sound, especially when these indica- 
tions are met with at the side of the chest, at a distance from the 
large tubes, while percussion elicits no dulness, and auscultation 
detects no crepitation. In either of these cases the practitioner, 
by causing the patient to cough, or even only to talk, and thus 
securing deep inspiration, may develop the absent phenomenon 
of crepitation. One form of pneumonia in particular belongs 
to this class; it is that dependent on secondary suppurative 
fever with pyaemia. The small foci of purulent pneumonia are 
rarely to be discovered by auscultation ; and the supervention of 
cough, with any alteration in the breath-sound on one side of the 
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chest, is enough to show that secondary suppuration has attacked 
the lung : but here the question of which organ is attacked is 
merged in the more important one of a general crasis of the blood, 
indicated by the symptoms- of suppurative fever. 

The great error of physical diagnosis, in asserting that fine crepitation is 
pathognomonic of pneumonia, has been already mentioned. It may be quite 
true that there is one form of it which is never heard in any other condition 
of disease (yet even this may be exactly simulated by coarse friction-sound) ; 
it may be also true that, if this form be clearly and distinctly heard, pneu- 
monia is certainly present ; but if we take all the varieties of crepitation into 
account which we do hear in true pneumonia, they are clearly not confined to 
it. It is equally false to assume that crepitation is a certain indication of 
pneumonia, and that its absence proves the disease to be of some other kind. 

The real value of crepitation is only as it confirms or is opposed to other 
signs of disease: when no other symptoms of pneumonia accompany its pre- 
sence, we must seek for some different explanation of the phenomenon ; its 
entire absence may lead us to suspect that we have been wrong in attributing 
other symptoms to pneumonia ; but if that evidence be distinct, its degree of 
coarseness need not be regarded ; nay, even when the character of the sound 
is entirely altered, and accompanies expiration as well as inspiration, it still 
does not stultify the diagnosis of pneumonia, but only shows that an unusual 
amount of serous exudation has taken place — a fact which the character of 
the expectoration will probably sufficiently ratify. 
v 

Pneumonia is most frequently found in the lower lobes, and we 
consequently place most reliance upon the auscultatory pheno- 
mena when observed in that situation ; we receive their evidence 
with more hesitation when confined to the upper lobe; and when 
the whole lung presents the same character of dulness, blowing 
breathing, and crepitation, we may be certain that, unless the 
general symptoms be very grave indeed, the disease is partly, if 
not wholly, tubercular. 

In distinguishing fibrinous from tubercular deposit in the upper 
lobe, we must remember that very fine crepitation is rarely met 
with at the upper part of the lung : consequently, the more con- 
tinuous the sound appears, the more distinct its limitation to the 
inspiration alone, and the more equal its diffusion over a con- 
siderable space, the more probably it is caused by pneumonia. 
We have first to take into consideration the history of the case, 
the duration and general symptoms of the disease, and the cha- 
racter of the sputa ; and next, to remember that, in such a situa- 
tion, if the parenchyma be infiltrated with lymph, dulness must 
necessarily be very marked ; the vesicles are. occluded, and the 
vesicular murmur will therefore be annihilated; the tubes remain 
open, are inflamed and indurated, and the breathing will conse- 
quently be very loud and whining, and the voice-sound brassy, 
and much increased in intensity. It will also be remarked that 
these changes are pretty equally extended to the whole lobe of 
the lung, and its margin pretty clearly defined by their extent, 
because they are often more marked towards its lower part than 
quite at the apex. 
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But not unfrequently pneumonia of the upper lobe is only en- 
grafted on previous tubercular deposit, and then the crepitation 
is coarser, the breathing less whiffing, the voice not so brassy ; 
the special signs and the general symptoms each approximate to 
those of phthisis, of which we have yet to speak (§ 9). One 
source of fallacy is when loud blowing breathing is heard in an 
empty vomica, and crepitation exists in its immediate neighbor- 
hood: but, if carefully examined, clicking or squeaking sounds 
will be found mingled with the crepitation, which is always coarse; 
the expiration is more blowing, and less whiffing ; the voice-sound 
is less brassy, and more shrill ; and careful percussion will detect 
a hollowness or wooden resonance over one particular point, 
which, under certain circumstances, presents what is called the 
cracked-pot sound : still more, these characters are strictly local, 
and limited to the immediate region of the cavity ; above, below, 
and on either side, are heard the sounds belonging to tubercular 
consolidation ; and, above all, the history and symptoms are of 
phthisis, not of pneumonia. 

Pneumonia sometimes runs on to the formation of abscess. Apart from 
those cases which are due to secondary suppuration, this is a very rare event, 
and inasmuch as in its advanced stages the exudation becomes purulent, while 
the physical signs of complete consolidation around large tubes differ but 
little from those of a cavity, mistakes have often been made in the interpre- 
tation of abundant purulent expectoration, with loud blowing breath-sound 
confined to some particular spot at the base of the lung. It is true that care- 
ful auscultation would prove this to be more diffuse than cavernous breathing 
ought to be ; but this fact may be overlooked : another consideration, how- 
ever, forces itself on our attention ; when pneumonia terminates in abscess, 
some portion of the lung structure becomes disorganized, and pus evacuated 
from an abscess of this sort has always a fetid odor, and it is not safe to 
diagnose abscess of the lung in such circumstances where this character is 
wanting. This rule does not apply to secondary deposits which precede the 
pneumonia, gradually enlarging as the inflammation goes on. Such cases are 
very commonly called gangrene of the lung ; but while there is undoubtedly 
destruction of some portion of the tissue, the primary condition is suppura- 
tion, and they may be readily distinguished from true gangrene by the appear- 
ance of the sputa : in the latter always brown or blackish, in the former chiefly 
purulent ; the odor in both is that of sphacelus, which impregnates the breath 
of the unfortunate patient, and is diffused throughout the apartment. Gan- 
grene is a much more fatal disease than fetid abscess, and is generally not im- 
mediately related to pneumonia. 

Chronic pneumonia seldom exists independent of tubercles ; sometimes in 
a case of long standing, when the period of fever and rusty expectoration has 
gone by, we find evidence of consolidation, with coarse crepitation and moist 
sounds at the base of one lung. In the absence of the tubercular diathesis 
we may hope, and if the patient get thoroughly well, we may believe, that it 
is a case of chronic simple pneumonia ; but such are rare. 

Cases sometimes present themselves in which we find evidence of a low 
form of pneumonia coexisting with some other disease, and we must be care- 
ful that the diagnosis of pneumonia, however clearly made out, does not 
cause us to overlook the complication. Fever, for example, often presents 
such a combination, when it may require very nice diagnosis to say in how 
far the fever arises from the pneumonia, or the pneumonia from the fever. 
This is not merely an idle speculation, because important practical results in 
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regard to treatment depend upon the decision. When properly considered, 
the treatment of one or other disease will not be blindly followed ; but the 
educated practitioner will ever bear in mind the two very opposite diseases 
he has to treat together, and modify his remedies to meet the exigencies of 
the case — especially when an acute inflammatory disease supervenes on a 
chronic exhausting one. The combination with pleurisy will be subsequently 
referred to ; its chief importance with regard to diagnosis comes from the 
manner in which it modifies the auscultatory phenomena ; to its presence we 
must no doubt ascribe the circumstance, that sometimes the sound of crepi- 
tation, heard early in the disease, ceases, and instead of being replaced by 
blowing breathing, and other phenomena of advanced consolidation, the breath- 
sound itself becomes inaudible ; it seems impossible that fibrinous deposit 
beginning near the surface should of itself cause a stagnation of the air in 
the large tubes, which can never be closed by such means ; neither is there 
any reason why the sound of its necessary movement should not be transmit- 
ted to the ear, unless the lung be pushed aside by fluid. The condition 
already referred to, in which the presence of vesicular breathing at the surface 
prevents our hearing the blowing sound of deep-seated pneumonia is of quite 
a different nature. 

The coexistence of delirium is not to be regarded as a separate disease, but 
as one of the phenomena attending on severe pneumonia. It is of much im- 
portance in treatment, and when appearing early may lead to a suspicion that 
fever of the continued type exists along with the pneumonia, but does not 
necessarily imply this condition, as the altered character of the blood is suffi- 
cient to account for the cerebral disturbance. 

_ § 4. Pleurisy. — In its proper sense, one of the acute inflamma- 
tions of the chest, it commonly sets in with pretty smart fever 
and stitch in the side. We find from the history, perhaps, that 
there has been some exposure to cold, and that the attack com- 
menced with rigor. The ordinary symptoms of inflammatory 
fever are present, with considerable dyspnoea, manifested in quick, 
shallow breathing, with little movement of the ribs ; the patient 
especially abstains from taking a deep breath, or making any 
attempt to cough, because the friction of the inflamed surfaces, 
caused by either act, excites or aggravates the sensation of pain ; 
the character of the pain is sharp and darting, and it is referred 
to a spot just below the nipple, on the affected side. The face is 
seldom flushed, and the color is not dusky, because there is no 
obstruction to the oxygenation of the blood as it passes through 
the lung. In the early stage the patient seldom lies on the af- 
fected side, as he does at a more advanced period — probably he 
complains that such a posture increases his sufferings ; at this 
time, too, the physical signs are few and indistinct. They con- 
sist simply of impaired movement of the ribs over the whole 
side, or more particularly over that part where the inflammation 
has commenced. The breath-sound is more or less suppressed or 
jerking, in consequence of the pain attendant on full and perfect 
inspiration, while the expiration appears prolonged; and this 
suppression as it partially extends to the healthy side, tends to 
dimmish the contrast between the two. The voice-sound is ge- 
nerally exaggerated at an early period over the seat of inflamma- 
tory action. Friction is sometimes heard very soon after the dis- 
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ease "has commenced, and then there is always attendant dulness 
on percussion. Here the disease may stop, and no effusion of 
fluid occur. Occasionally in cachectic states the inflammatory 
fever proves fatal, with delirium and copious effusion of lymph, 
without any exudation of serum at all ; in such cases the friction- 
sound may be very persistent and very grating, and heard over 
a large surface, imitating closely the crepitation of extensive low 
pneumonia. These, however, are exceptional cases ; the friction 
is generally transient, and the patient either recovers rapidly, or 
the inflammation goes on to the effusion of fluid. 

The duration of the disease, however, may be very prolonged ; 
and when the case first comes under observation, this circumstance 
alone does not exclude the possibility of pleurisy. It may hap- 
pen that the early stage is scarcely marked, that there has been 
no pain, no febrile disturbance, nothing to denote what is going 
on, till dyspnoea appears as the result of the pleura having become 
full of serum. The patient may have had pain in the affected 
side for weeks or months from some other cause — dyspepsia for 
instance ; and it then becomes quite impossible to fix the date of 
the commencement of pleurisy. 

In the further progress of the case, dyspnoea becomes a more 
constant feature, ordinary breathing is interfered with ; pain, if 
it have existed, subsides ; the face is apt to be dusky or discolored ; 
and the patient very often seeks an erect posture, inclining to the 
affected side. Dulness on percussion is very manifest ; at the base 
the sound is especially dead, inelastic, and resistant : higher up, 
while it acquires some degree of elasticity the resonance nowhere 
presents the character of health. The breath-sound is absent at 
the base ; above it is blowing, and the expiration prolonged. The 
only exception to this rule in simple pleurisy, arises from some 
part of the lung being tied down by old adhesion ; but as it can- 
not be so on all sides without its being so generally adherent that 
there is no room for fluid, the characters enumerated will be 
traceable somewhere or other on the affected side. Towards the 
middle part of the chest, generally about the lower angle or spine 
of the scapula, the quivering or shakiness of the voice-sound, 
called asgophony, is perceptible. When the pleura becomes quite 
full, the intercostal spaces bulge ; the dulness passes the median 
line in consequence of the mediastinum being pushed over, and 
along with it the heart is displaced : this circumstance is to be 
observed earlier, and is always more palpable when the fluid is 
on the left side. The breath-sound is almost entirely suppressed : 
now and then the sound of friction may be caught, its position 
depending on the amount of fluid, the laws of gravitation, and the 
circumstance of air entering at all into the lung, and leading to 
relative changes of position between it and the parietes. After 
pleurisy has lasted some time, the recurrence of rigor, followed 
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by copious sweating, generally indicates the conversion of the 
serous effusion into pus; empyema as it is called. 

The pleura and the subjacent lung, being so closely connected, 
are very often simultaneously attacked by inflammation ; perhaps 
the exposure to cold, which causes the pleurisy, at the same time 
gives rise to pneumonia, or to bronchitis. In the latter case the 
superadded sounds due to bronchial secretion accompany the 
changes in breath-sound more properly belonging to pleurisy : in 
other respects the physical signs are the same. Butr it is different 
with pneumonia : here the consolidation of the lung prevents its 
yielding so much to compression, and the fluid rises all around 
it ; the upper lobe, which is not inflamed, yields to compression, 
and the evidences of pneumonia are confined to the central re- 
gions of the chest; necessarily modified by a stratum of fluid being 
interposed and giving rise to unusual dulness. "While this dulness 
indicates pretty plainly the presence of fluid, the observer is sur- 
prised by the sound of breathing extending so far down, and for 
a moment doubts whether there can be effusion after all. In 
others of these complicated cases the signs of pneumonia may have 
been detected early, but the consolidation may not have proceeded 
far, or may have been limited to the outer part of the lung, which 
is then pushed so far away from the side of the chest by effusion, 
that the crepitation and blowing-sound cannot reach the ear, and 
the conclusion may be arrived at that very severe pneumonia 
exists when, in truth, it is very slight. In all of these cases we 
derive some instruction from the characters of the expectoration. 
Simple pleurisy shows nothing more than the ordinary secretion 
of mucus, which is brought up with difficulty or not at all ; more 
abundant expectoration indicates pretty surely the existence of 
some degree of bronchitis ; rusty expectoration most certainly 
that of pneumonia. 

It is well to limit the term hydrothorax to those cases of passive effusion 
in which the existence of fluid in the pleura is only one form of local dropsy; 
not forgetting, however, that a low form of inflammation of serous membranes 
generally, is one of the most common occurrences in dropsy connected with 
Bright's disease. Such cases, besides presenting the ordinary evidence of 
fluid in the pleura, are marked by the comparative rarity of true aggophony, 
and the constant presence of the moist sounds of bronchitis, or rather bron- 
chorrcea, as the necessary result of an cedematous state of the lung. The 
amount of fluid is never extreme when there is no inflammation, and very 
commonly it is found in both pleurae, which is very uncommon in pleurisy. 

By the general statement that dulness extends in greater or less intensity 
throughout the whole side of the chest in which pleurisy with effusion is pre- 
sent, it is not meant to deny the existence of a sort of tympanitic sound at 
the apex, to which attention has been called by some auscultators. To my 
mind the name seems misapplied, and is apt to convey to students a wrong 
notion of what they are likely to hear. It somewhat approaches to the 
"cracked-pot" sound; and it is important to remember that this kind of 
wooden hollow resonance may be heard when the only change in structure in 
the lung is condensation from the pressure of fluid below ; it has been mis- 
taken for the resonance of a cavity. 
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It may sometimes be of use to the student to observe whether the relations 
of dulness and want of breathing to the rest of the chest be at all altered by 
change of posture; the gravitation of the fluid, and floating of the lung upon 
its surface, bringing the breath-sound to a locality where before it was absent, 
would be strong confirmatory evidence of pleuritic effusion. 

In the early stage obscurity is chiefly owing to the circumstances that there 
is no change of structure, and that the only evidence which a physical exami- 
nation can afford is suppression of breathing, from imperfect action of the 
lung : but this stage cannot last long; and pain of some days' standing, with- 
out effusion of lymph or serum, cannot be pleurisy. In the more advanced 
stages, the difficulties are caused either by consolidation of lung-structure, 
preventing its being floated up by the liquid, or old adhesions fixing it firmly 
in its place. It is impossible to point out all the variations in auscultatory 
phenomena which the latter may produce; but the fact of a previous attack 
ought to have been ascertained in obtaining the history of the case, and the 
observer is thus prepared to look for unusual effects in making his examina- 
tion. When the adhesions are very extensive, there is a permanent deficiency 
of resonance, which, though of no great amount in the majority of cases, may 
yet be perplexing, especially in children, where the parietes are thin, and 
changes of resonance consequently great. 

The most important feature of passive effusion is that it has occurred dur- 
ing the continuance of a disease which tends to cause dropsical accumula- 
tions ; and the probability that such is its true explanation, may be shown by 
the presence of anasarca in the lower limbs, or of disease of the heart or kid- 
neys, even when there is no dropsy elsewhere. On the other hand, if hydro- 
thorax be the first fact that is brought to our notice, its insidious progress, 
and the absence of pain or fever in the commencement, ought to lead us to 
look further into the case, in order to ascertain if there be any other condi- 
tion of disease with which it may be associated. There is still greater reason 
for such a suspicion, if the effusion be on both sides. We also meet with 
other rarer causes of effusion, in pressure on, or occlusion of vessels ; but in 
them hydrothorax is very subordinate. 

Still more constant is the association of all other forms of disease of the 
chest with pleurisy ; pneumonia is perhaps the most constant ; then phthisis, 
which especially develops a local and asthenic pleurisy, without serious exuda- 
tion ; less frequently, bronchitis, which seems to be more distinct and inde- 
pendent, only acknowledging the same cause, and developed simultaneously. 

Pleurisy is also met with as the result of accident — fracture of the ribs, 
with local injury of the serous membrane. This fact is one that ought not to 
have been passed over in obtaining the history of the case, and it can scarcely 
be so, because the patient knows of the injury and feels the pain, while he 
knows nothing of the pleurisy ; he therefore talks of this accident as the cause 
of his sufferings. It is the business of his medical attendant to find out the 
pleurisy, remembering that the signs will be a good deal modified by the 
cause ; for the same suppression of breathing on the painful side will occur as 
in pleurisy, because of the aggravation of the pain by breathing; but when 
the movement of the fractured rib is prevented by the support of a bandage, 
the breathing is again at once in great measure restored, if pleurisy have not 
supervened. Spitting of blood may have attended the accident, the lung- 
structure having been torn ; and we may find emphysema or pneumothorax, 
as the result, to complicate the diagnosis. 

Pleurodynia is sometimes in all probability only a very limited 
form of pleurisy, which speedily contracts adhesions, and gives 
rise to no positive auscultatory phenomena : such we may feel 
sure is its meaning when it occurs in a case of tubercular disease. 
But the name is more properly applied to muscular rheumatism 
affecting the intercostal and other respiratory muscles : it occurs 
18 
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as a sudden attack of pain in the side, which interferes with the 
breathing, catches the patient in attempting to cough or inspire 
deeply, and may even give rise to the motionless condition of the 
ribs and want of breath -sound which have been spoken of as 
accompanying the early stage of pleurisy. The diagnosis rests 
on the absence of febrile disturbance, the extent over which pain 
is felt, the existence of superficial tenderness, and the character 
of the pain, which is rather a diffuse soreness, as if the side had 
been bruised, than a sharp stitch, like that of pleurisy : the pre- 
sence of rheumatism in any other organ would give great assur- 
ance of its nature, as also the fact of its being excited by any 
muscular movement, such as raising the arm, or bending the 
body from side to side. 

§ 5. Pneumothorax. — This seems the most proper place for 
introducing a few remarks upon this disease, because it presents 
some relations to pleurisy. Its history is necessarily one of pre- 
vious ailment : if the patient be known to have had phthisis, we 
conclude that the air has made its way by ulceration from within 
outwards; if he be known to have had pleurisy, we suspect 
empyema has existed with suppuration and abscess of the lung. 
It may also occur as the sequel of an accident causing rupture of 
the lung, or of a natural or artificial opening through the parietes 
for the exit of pus or serum from the pleura : in such cases the 
amount of air is commonly less than when an ulcerated opening 
into the lung exists. In cases of phthisis the event has probably 
happened with a sensation of something having given way in a 
fit of coughing or in some unusual strain ; in empyema the first 
event is the discharge of a large quantity of pus by expectora- 
tion: the latter is, however, a very rare occurrence. In either 
case there is excessive dyspnoea; sometimes with, sometimes 
without pain on the affected side : and fluid, if not previously 
present, is very soon secreted. 

The febrile symptoms are generally evident enough, but not 
severe ; and they necessarily present a low type in consequence 
of the previous condition of the patient. His aspect is generally 
expressive of anxiety and depression, with more or less dusky 
discoloration of the face. He very commonly seeks a semi-erect 
posture, inclining to the side of the disease ; but not unfrequently 
there is no urgent dyspnoea till an attempt at movement be made, 
when it immediately becomes very marked. 

The affected side of the chest is rounded and motionless, has 
a loud tympanitic resonance, with a wooden hollowness if pleurisy 
exist ; and then there must also be dulness at the base, in pro- 
portion to the amount of fluid. Throughout the whole of that 
side there is entire absence of the vesicular murmur; at the 
upper part some of those sounds may be heard which accompany 
consolidation, when such a condition has prevented the lung from 
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completely collapsing. Amphoric breathing is heard more or 
less loudly as we chance to listen near to or at a distance from 
the opening into the lung, or it may be suspended by temporary 
closure of the aperture : when present it is accompanied by am- 
phoric voice-sound, which is usually more general. When these 
signs exist, taken in conjunction with the history, and with the 
tympanitic resonance, pneumothorax cannot be mistaken for any- 
thing else ; the possible error of mistaking a large cavity for a 
case of this disease will be discussed along with the evidence of 
vomicae in phthisis. If the aperture be closed, the stillness 
throughout the chest is such as no extreme of emphysema ever 
simulates : if there be any doubt, we observe that on the affected 
side there is none of the heaving movement of the upper ribs, 
and the drawing inward of the lower, so remarkable in extensive 
emphysema ; while on the opposite side there is no prolonged or 
sonorous expiration; we only discover exaggerated natural breath- 
ing (puerile as it is called), so far as the lung is healthy : and 
this is most evident about the centre of the chest, where we escape 
alike from the signs of tubercle and of bronchitis or partial 
pleurisy on that side. But the history of the case ought to set 
us free from any doubt between emphysema and pneumothorax ; 
and if the signs of phthisis be met with in the clavicular region, 
they would only tend to confirm the diagnosis, because tubercular 
ulceration is one of the causes of the disease : but they are not 
often present, for, unless the apex be fixed by adhesion, it is 
certain to be displaced inwards, and adhesion acts as a safeguard 
against the escape of air into the pleura. 

But there are other signs which are still more easily recognized 
when fluid is present as well as air. In the erect posture, if the, 
lung have shrunk so that its base does not reach the level of the 
fluid, we hear, on listening at the back of the chest, when the 
patient first rises up, a dropping of the fluid, in which its posterior 
portion was floating when the patient lay on his back : it has a 
metallic sound, and is known as metallic tinkling. At first the 
drops fall in rapid succession, gradually becoming fewer, until 
they cease altogether. This sound is very characteristic; and 
when observed along with the other signs of pneumothorax, the 
diagnosis amounts to a certainty. But it is not always heard, 
because the lung may touch the fluid even when the patient is 
erect. "We may then move the upper part of the patient's body 
backwards and forwards as he sits, while the ear is applied to the 
chest, to catch the plashing sound of succussion. Doubt has been 
expressed whether the stomach-sounds might not be mistaken for 
those produced in the pleura ; but they can only be so by one 
who has never heard true succussion : when heard and recognized, 
it affords as perfect confirmation of the other signs as metallic 
tinkling. 
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Air may be generated in the pleura by decomposition of fluid, or may be 
admitted by paracentesis : in such cases there must always have been previous 
pleurisy. The air rises to the top, causes a local tympanitic sound, and 
deadens the sound of breathing, because it is a bad conductor when interposed 
between two solid substances — the lung and the parietes. The fact is a mere 
curiosity, and has really no practical bearings. It might be mistaken for a 
cavity with unusual resonance, and so might lead a hasty person to say that 
there was phthisis coexistent with pleurisy. Such a diagnosis is always 
hazardous ; for what are supposed to be the most common signs of phthisis 
may be exactly simulated by those of pleurisy with accompanying bronchitis, 
while there is no tubercular deposit whatever in the lung. On careful con- 
sideration of the condition referred to, it will not be difficult to perceive that 
the resonance is too great for anything but air in the cavity of the pleura, 
and that the auscultatory sounds are only deficient in distinctness : we may 
also generally cause this tympanitic resonance to change its place by altering 
the position of the patient. 

§ 6. Bronchitis. — The two forms of this disease, the acute and 
the chronic, may be recognized by their history ; the auscultatory 
phenomena are sometimes exactly the same in each, and when 
they differ, they derive their distinctive characters rather from 
the qualities of the secretion than from the fact that the mem- 
brane is in a state of recent or of long standing inflammation, 
except in so far as dilatation or rigidity of the tubes has been 
produced by repeated attacks. 

In the acute form we obtain simply the history of cold followed 
by catarrh, which may have been, in the first instance, attended 
by a good deal of heat of skin and chilliness, by pain diffused 
over the front of the chest, and a tearing, or painful sense of 
tickling after coughing ; there is, at first, no expectoration ; but 
the secretion gradually increases in amount, generally becomes 
glairy and transparent for some days, and subsequently yellowish 
and partly opaque. The cough commonly causes headache during 
the febrile state, and there is some thirst and loss of appetite, 
without much acceleration of pulse. 

An attack of influenza differs in no respect from this form of bronchitis, 
except in the severity of the concomitant fever ; there is decided quickness of 
pulse, coating of tongue, and heat of skin, with more intense headache, general 
lassitude and depression, complete loss of appetite, &c. But, after all, the 
two diseases merge so completely into each other, that a case must be called 
influenza or bronchitis very often solely from the circumstance that the dis- 
order is or is not epidemic. The same depression will attend severe bronchitis 
in a feeble person that marks influenza in the robust ; and hence the inquiry 
into the patient's previous health, unimportant as regards diagnosis, is of 
value in determining on treatment ; and although it be a most dangerous error 
to treat the nomenclature of disease in place of the patient, the°name of in- 
fluenza sometimes serves to remind us of depression, and prevent unnecessary 
depletion. 

The chest is perfectly resonant on percusssion so far as the 
bronchitis is concerned. The breathing is at first accompanied 
by sonorous sounds, which are believed to be graver when formed 
in the large tubes, shriller when in the small : moist sounds are 
next heard; which begin by accompanying the sonorous, and 
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gradually supersede them altogether, until the declension of the 
disease, when they are again heard ; the breathing first becomes 
natural at the apices, and the moist sounds linger longest at the 
bases ; thevoice-sound remains as in health. There may be some 
difference in degree, but these phenomena are usually met with 
on both sides alike in simple bronchitis. 

If the moist sounds be confined to one side, the case may be mistaken for 
pneumonia, especially when they are fine and limited to the base of the lung ; 
the presence of sonorous sounds would be sufficient to prevent such an error ; 
but when these have ceased, the determination must rest on the absence of 
all dulness and of exaggeration of voice at any part, as well as on the charac- 
ter of the expectoration, which is less adhesive and never rusty. Where it 
has been decided that the case is one of bronchitis and not of pneumonia, we 
have still to account for the circumstance of one lung only being affected ; 
and this we may perhaps learn from the history, as it either indicates an attack 
of inflammation at some former period, or tells of gradual emaciation, haemop- 
tysis or some other symptom of commencing tubercular disease. It is often 
impossible to detect the signs of early phthisis while the bronchitis lasts ; but 
the circumstance of the morbid sounds being most distinct, and lingering 
longest at either apex, is quite enough to excite suspicion. 

Chronic bronchitis, when it occurs for the first time in any 
given case, is probably merely an unusual prolongation of an 
acute attack which has been neglected, or has found the patient 
in a condition of general debility; the history is merely that 
cough has continued after the symptoms of febrile disturbance, 
pain, &c, have subsided ; the expectoration is more or less puru- 
lent ; the auscultatory signs give no evidence of consolidation ; 
nothing is discovered beyond the persistence of moist sounds. 
In such cases, however, careful search must be made for signs of 
early phthisis. 

More generally there is a history of previous coughs and colds, 
and the present attack is either an aggravation of a constant con- 
dition of ill-health, or has come on insidiously without acute 
symptoms ; there seems to be a permanent liability to chronic 
inflammation of the mucous membrane, and this is sometimes 
coupled with a condition of emphysema. The patient is not 
feverish ; the pulse is sometimes quick and weak, and the tongue 
may be accidentally foul, but it is not dry, and there is no heat 
of skin ; the condition of the bowels is important, because occa- 
sional diarrhoea would lead to the suspicion of phthisis. If ema- 
ciation exist, the peculiar thinness of skin, and clubbed nails of 
tubercle, are not found in simple bronchitis ; the face is often dis- 
colored, dusky, or muddy, when the disease is severe, becoming 
remarkably so when emphysema is present, and having a more 
distinctly blue or purple color when it is associated with disease 
of the heart. In severe chronic bronchitis the gait is stooping, 
from the shoulders being elevated, and in bed the patient cannot 
lie down ; orthopncea is, however, commonly associated either with 
emphysema or disease of the heart. The breathing is labored, but 
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not hurried ; the cough is generally frequent, and loose ; the ex- 
pectoration usually easy, but sometimes only possible after a good 
deal of coughing ; it is muco-purulent, or almost wholly pus, in 
simple chronic bronchitis ; it is watery, frothy, and abundant when 
the bronchial secretion is secondary on disease of the heart or 
kidneys. 

Percussion either detects no difference between the two sides, 
or excessive resonance is especially observed on one. Sonorous 
sounds seldom exist in chronic cases, except when emphysema is 
present ; moist sounds are heard loudest at the back of the chest, 
and in the most depending positions, where they are louder and 
coarser than elsewhere, except when the movement of the air in 
the small tubes and vesicles is impeded ; and then scarcely any 
sound is heard, or at most a few large bubbles ; sometimes local 
absence of breathing, in consequence of one of the larger tubes 
being temporarily plugged up, may perplex the observer. 

In chronic bronchitis, it is to be remembered that both voice and breath- 
sounds may be locally exaggerated by the thickening, dilatation, and rigidity 
of the tubes, but it seldom happens that such changes are of very unequal 
extent on the opposite sides. A single dilated tube at one apex may cause 
some difficulty in diagnosis : but if there be dulness on both sides, it is nearly 
equal, and depends only on want of resiliency of the ribs ; if there be dulness 
on that side on which the large tube is found, its real interpretation is, that 
there is excessive resonance on the other, where want of breathing indicates 
emphysema ; if resonance be more marked over the dilated tube, it has none 
of the hardness and hollowness, or local characters of a cavity, but is diffuse, 
and accompanied by elasticity and resilience. This is the only case of real 
difficulty in chronic bronchitis, when, by many of its concurrent symptoms, 
it simulates phthisis : the converse case, in which phthisis simulates chronic 
bronchitis, will be referred to in \ 9 of this chapter. In a few words we may 
say, that all changes of percussion resonance, as well as most of those con- 
nected with breath and voice-sounds, indicate something beside bronchitis ; 
either tubercles, or emphysema, or pleuritic effusion, or inflammatory consoli- 
dation, or even oedema; and the correct explanation of the phenomena depends 
on considerations belonging to each of those states, not on anything specially 
connected with the moist sounds themselves, which only arise from the coinci- 
dent bronchitis. 

Bronchorrhcea is probably the best name for that condition of the lungs in 
which the secretion from the mucous membrane is due, not to inflammation, 
chronic or acute, but to secondary congestion induced by disease of the heart, 
or more properly to oedema of the lung, associated both' with disease of the 
heart and of the kidneys. Except when partial dulness is produced by pleu- 
ritic effusion, there is nothing in the physical signs to indicate that this is not 
simple bronchitis ; there is usually a difference in the expectoration, when 
there is no inflammatory condition of the membrane, and there is the still 
more important fact of disease existing in other organs. In other cases, 
bronchitis is engrafted upon persistent disease of the heart and kidneys, and 
its symptoms are greatly aggravated in consequence. Among the complica- 
tions of this disease, changes in the condition of those organs are the most 
common, and ought especially to be sought for in chronic cases ; after all that 
has been said, it is scarcely necessary to repeat that the existence of emphy- 
sema and tubercular deposit are each to be inquired into : in the acute form 
we find bronchitis complicating pleurisy and pneumonia, or even pericarditis, 
and often present as a result of congestion in most diseases having a febrile 
character. 
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§ 7. Emphysema has been sp often alluded to in the preceding 
pages, that a short resume of the more important points connected 
with it must suffice. Its great and prominent feature is dyspnoea 
— laborious, in contradistinction to hurried breathing ; the respi- 
ration is generally slow, and yet the patient is conscious of dys- 
pnoea, and makes complaint of it : there is no difficulty of articu- 
lations ; but yet he may stop in the narration of his symptoms to 
take breath. In its most aggravated form, the elevated shoulders, 
the rounded back, or the full, highly-resonant chest, the peculiar, 
weak, powerless cough and voice, and the dusky, somewhat earthy 
or muddy aspect, are all so striking that we need scarcely insti- 
tute a physical examination to satisfy us of the existence of em- 
physema. Whether confined to one lung or extending to both, 
the phenomena of a well-marked case consist of the slight descent 
of the upper ribs in expiration, heaving movement, with but little 
expansion of the chest in inspiration, while the lower ribs are 
drawn inwards ; excessive resonance, and absence of breath-sound, 
or the substitution of prolonged distant expiration for vesicular 
breathing. It is of most importance as a complication of chronic 
bronchitis, aggravating all its evils, and permitting sometimes 
such an accumulation of secretion that scarcely a bubble reaches 
the ear, although the tubes be quite full. 

In its minor degrees, it is often an unexpected cause as well as 
complication of bronchitis, especially when limited to one side of 
the chest : the obscurity of the symptoms sometimes leads to its 
being mistaken for early phthisis ; while it not unfrequently affords 
an explanation of the existence of asthma. When the upper 
lobes are chiefly implicated, absence of voice-sound is a great 
help in diagnosis ; but this is far from being constant : prolonged 
sonorous expiration is a more reliable sign, when some degree of 
bronchitis is present. It is unnecessary to repeat here the circum- 
stances detailed in a former chapter (Chap. XVIII., Div. I. § 3), 
by which we decide whether relative dulness on percussion be 
due to consolidation of a portion of one lung, or to dilatation of 
the corresponding part of the other. 

Slight general emphysema, in the absence of bronchitis, gives 
rise to few symptoms by which it may be detected. The patient 
perhaps suffers from repeated attacks of asthma, or any little cold 
is attended with much dyspnoea : in the intervals we find that the 
inspiratory sound is generally weak or deficient, or a rumbling 
noise only is heard, which cannot be classed as inspiration at all : 
but on deeper breathing some little sound becomes perceptible, 
which is followed by a prolonged distant blowing expiration. 
These cases are difficult to discriminate from those in which the 
breath-sound is naturally weak, and where the ear may be applied 
over any part of the chest without hearing anything in ordinary 
respiration. 
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This is not to be regarded as an unnecessary refinement; for where emphy- 
sema is present, there is to a certain extent less chance of the lungs becoming 
tuberculous than when the breathing is naturally weak. Sometimes, while 
the inspiration does not differ from that generally found in health, the expira- 
tion is universally prolonged. Are such cases at all emphysematous ? This 
is a point apparently somewhat uncertain : but I conceive that one of the 
elements of emphysema is a suppression of the sound of inspiration, and that 
its distinctness is to be regarded as exceptional, only occurring in consequence 
of dilatation or rigidity of some tube near the surface. 

As the emphysema becomes more extensive, so do the attacks of breath- 
lessness become more frequent and more severe ; and in addition to the ordi- 
nary complication of bronchitis, we have two others of much importance — 
hypertrophy and dilatation of the right side of the heart, as a sequel of the 
disease of the lung, and dyspeptic symptoms, which, while they have no im- 
mediate connection with the condition of the chest, interfere very seriously 
with the action of the diaphragm. Both tend to aggravate the dyspnoea ; the 
one by sending into the lungs a larger quantity of blood than they can supply 
with air, the other by preventing the already distended lungs from receiving 
the limited supply which each inspiration might otherwise introduce : the for- 
mer is permanent, the latter only temporary, in its effects upon the respiration. 

The constancy of the prolonged sonorous expiration is easily explained by 
the loss of elasticity of the air vesicles, which deprives the lung of the, power 
to expel any secretion existing in the tubes : hence it is that sonorous sounds 
are so characteristic of the disease, though in truth they depend upon bron- 
chitis. The same circumstance explains why, with a larger amount of secre- 
tion, the moist sounds are almost suppressed ; because the air is stagnant in 
the smaller tubes, and the fluid accumulates till but a few bubbles of air can 
pass through, and very coarse sounds only are heard at the end of inspiration, 
and more especially at the beginning of expiration. 

§ 8. Asthma. — In speaking of the descriptions given by patients 
of the disease under which they are laboring, the necessity was 
shown of excluding any theory which the name given to the com- 
plaint might imply, when this name comprises not only the facts 
of the case but the notions acquired of their causation. This is 
especially true of asthma ; and when a patient calls himself asth- 
matic, it must be our first object to ascertain whether the dyspnoea 
be habitual and of long continuance, or whether there be any 
paroxysmal character in the attack. We restrict the term to 
those cases in which the difficulty of breathing occurs distinctly 
in paroxysms, of longer or shorter duration, which at their worst 
cannot exceed a couple of days, and more generally last only a 
few hours. 

In such instances the malady comes on gradually. At first it 
is only during a catarrh that any shortness of breathing is expe- 
rienced ; by and by it recurs more frequently, and with greater 
severity, either without the presence of catarrh, or terminating in 
it ; and depends on such a variety of causes, that it is almost im- 
possible to assign the true one. The paroxysm may be excited 
by local or atmospheric causes, or by derangement of stomach : 
it is unattended with fever, the skin generally being cold, and 
often covered with moisture : the prominent fact is inability to 
fill the chest with air, as manifested by the gasping for breath, 
and by the want of breath-sound in the lungs, while there is no 
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permanent cause of obstruction at the larynx or in the trachea, 
the patient having been quite free from dyspnoea before the 
paroxysm began, and knowing full well that he will be free from 
it as soon as it is over. 

In a very large number of these cases there is some degree of 
emphysema ; and the more the lungs are thus altered, the more 
easily is the asthma excited, the more severe is it while it lasts, 
and the longer its continuance. But there are cases in which we 
can trace no emphysema, and we are cognizant of nothing but 
the spasm by which the air is prevented from entering the lungs 
with its ordinary freedom. The paroxysms are most apt to occur 
at night ; and, besides the immediate object of shortening their 
duration, we have to consider their relation to local causes, or 
disordered stomach, with a view to their prevention. It is not 
unusual to find that certain persons suffer from an attack of spas- 
modic asthma each night that they sleep in a particular locality, 
and are perfectly free from it as soon as they remove elsewhere. 

Hay-asthma is really a catarrh, and has nothing of the parox- 
ysmal character. It cannot be distinguished from ordinary catarrh, 
except by its recurring at the same season of the year, by its 
being excited in the immediate proximity of its known cause, or 
by its surprising and almost immediate cessation on removal from 
such proximity : these discoveries are more frequently due to 
accident than to skilful diagnosis. 

All other so-called asthmatic cases may be resolved into changes 
in the permanent condition of the lungs, or diseases of the heart 
and bloodvessels. 

§ 9. Phthisis Pulmonalis. — The existence of tubercles in the 
lungs is only the local expression of a general disease called by 
some a blood-crasis, by others a diathesis. Allied to scrofula, it 
is placed in the table of diseases among the chronic blood ailments, 
but its most constant manifestation is in disease of the lungs; and 
it was therefore thought better to defer its consideration until we 
had reviewed the other diseases of these organs. 

In its characteristic form and advanced stage both general 
symptoms and local phenomena are so distinct that no disease is 
more readily or more surely recognized : in exceptional cases it 
is not unfrequently mistaken. for other diseases, while they in 
their turn are liable to simulate phthisis : in its early manifesta- 
tion it is very important to be able to recognize it while yet latent, 
and before its symptoms are fully developed. Its sadly fatal 
course makes the conscientious practitioner view these early phe- 
nomena with great anxiety, and study their relations with the 
greatest care ; as the dread in which it is universally held serves 
as a never-failing resource for the fraudulent and the avaricious, 
who pretend to detect phthisis when it does not exist, and promise 
a cure alike to those whom they thus deceive as to the true nature 
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of their malady, and to those whom they delude with false hopes 
as to the powers of art, when their case is already past recovery. 

The history comprises several points of considerable value in 
diagnosis : loss of relatives from diseases of the chest under what- 
ever name, especially those occurring at the period of adolescence ; 
accounts of previous illnesses and ailments of the patient himself; 
and the mode in which his present attack has commenced. It 
must be regarded as unfavorable when cough has begun without 
preceding catarrh or coryza, but has been from the first dry and 
hacking; when during its continuance, or at its beginning, there 
has been haemoptysis of the amount of a teaspoonful or more ; and 
when in the progress of the case the dry cough has been changed 
for one accompanied by thin mucilaginous rice-water sputa, and 
that form of expectoration has been followed by thick yellow 
phlegm. 

The general symptoms very often indicate the presence of hec- 
tic : the skin, especially that on the palms of the hand, being at 
times dry and hot, while at others it is bedewed with excess of 
moisture; there are also night-sweats, the pulse is quick and weak, 
the tongue frequently patchy, and sometimes preternaturally red, 
shining, or smooth. Along with this we have the particular in- 
dications of remarkable thinness of the skin, which can be pinched 
up, as if it were detached from the subcutaneous structure, and 
clubbing of the nails, with the occasional presence of diarrhoea: 
any signs of emaciation are of value when not traceable distinctly 
to disease of the chylopoietic viscera. The patient's appearance 
sometimes betrays weakness, with a mixture of languor and ex- 
citability; the eye brilliant, the cheek pale, with a hectic flush, 
and the whole aspect delicate. The respiration is observed to be 
quick, while the patient has no feeling of dyspnoea, and does not 
seek by posture to relieve his breathing. No complaint of cough, 
perhaps, is made till it be inquired after; there may be mention 
of wandering pains in the chest, of a feeling of tightness, or per- 
haps of local pain from intercurrent pleurisy. The voice is very 
often characterized by a slight degree of hoarseness, which, as the 
disease proceeds, may ultimately terminate in complete aphonia. 
_ None of these symptoms are always present, and some are very 
liable to be found in other diseases, but one or two have more 
value than the rest. Among these we reckon family history; 
haemoptysis, when there is no disease of the heart, no relaxed 
throat or spongy gums ; quick pulse and night-sweats, thin skin, 
clubbed nails and emaciation : especially when these are found 
about the period of puberty, and from that onward to the age of 
thirty. _ Haemoptysis is studiously concealed by some patients in 
whom it has really existed, is much talked of by others in whom 
it has been only simulated, especially the hysterical and hvpo- 
chondriac. The quickness of the pulse is generally an index of 
the severity of the disease; and a natural pulse, when the evidence 
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of phthisis is distinct, is always a favorable indication as to the 
progress of the case. Clubbed nails seem to have some direct 
relation to the condition of the lungs and heart, and though most 
commonly seen in phthisis, yet attain even higher degrees of de- 
velopment in rare cases of disease of the chest, when not a tubercle^ 
exists. 

The auscultatory phenomena vary according to the site of the 
deposit, and the progress it has already made. An important fact 
in their elucidation is, that tubercle has a remarkable tendency to 
be located in the apex of the lung ; and that however disseminated 
through other parts of the organ, it is very generally found there 
too ; this law is all but universal : the converse is also true to a 
less extent ; that in other diseases of the lungs the signs are more 
fully developed in other parts : we shall therefore consider the 
symptoms of tubercles at the apex first. The facts of which 
auscultation and percussion in this region give evidence, are the 
original deposit of tubercle in solitary small masses, their gradual 
increase in size, the excavation of the lung which follows on their 
softening and expulsion ; and incidentally inflammation and irri- 
tation of the bronchial tubes, of the pleura, or even of the paren- 
chyma of the lung, which may be excited by their presence. 

If the previous chapters have been carefully studied, the phe- 
nomena necessarily resulting from such causes will be known 
d priori. A very small amount of deposit can only affect the 
breathing in the way of making the expiration a little longer, and 
the inspiration a little shorter, and harsher or louder, or perhaps 
weaker, than on the opposite side, or by giving it a wavy or jerk- 
ing character : the voice-sound will be a little louder : the per- 
cussion-sound can only be very slightly if at all altered ; but it 
must not be forgotten that both voice and breath-sounds have a 
tendency to be louder on the right than the left side in health. 
Sometimes a confirmation of the existence of tubercle in this 
early stage may be obtained from the heart's sounds being heard 
more loudly at the right apex than the left, which is impossible 
in health ; a bruit in the subclavian artery, when it cannot be 
heard in the carotid or at the heart, is also of value, although the 
rationale of its development is not understood. These are, after 
all, very uncertain grounds on which to determine that so serious 
a disease as phthisis has begun, and yet they are sometimes all 
that auscultation and percussion afford. An opinion ought not 
to be pronounced on such insufficient data, if standing alone ; but 
we may feel very safe in the deduction, if the history and general 
symptoms point to the probability of phthisis, and if the physical 
signs be only taken in conjunction with the whole evidence which 
the case supplies. Above all, let me warn the student against 
supposing that he is reasoning accurately in taking them in con- 
junction with only one of the more general symptoms; such, for 
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example, as a weak and quick pulse, or haemoptysis : this is the 
most common cause of error. * 

As the disease proceeds, the evidence of consolidation becomes 
more distinct, and along with it we have signs of irritation of the 
bronchial tubes (sonorous and moist sounds), of inflammation of 
the pleura (friction and creaking sounds), sometimes of inflamma- 
tion of the parenchyma (true crepitation), or of the progress of 
the tubercular disease itself (clicking or crumpling sounds) ; and 
we admit the great probability that these signs are caused by the 
presence of tubercle : yet we cannot dispense with the evidence 
derived from the history of the case, because they only prove 
local consolidation, and no more, and this may be inflammatory. 

Still further in the progress of the case, the evidence of local 
consolidation is accompanied by louder blowing breath-sound 
from commencing excavation when the cavities are empty ; and 
at a more advanced stage, the dull percussion stroke may be con- 
verted into something approaching to tympanic hollowness ; the 
breath-sound is still more blowing, and the voice-sound is some- 
times painfully loud, as if some one were speaking into the other 
end of the stethoscope ; this cavernous sound, as it is called, is 
even more clearly brought out occasionally when the patient 
whispers. The necessary result of air entering these cavities 
when fluid is present is, that the superadded sounds become bub- 
bling, gurgling, or even metallic. An important fact in relation 
to this stage of the disease especially, is flattening or sinking of 
the ribs, and deficient movement in inspiration ; without this our 
signs of excavation are probably altogether wrong, and we must 
look for some other explanation. The general symptoms, too, 
are necessarily more pronounced, and the history of the disease 
extends over a longer period. 

The principal fallacy in the first stage is when the healthy lung 
is supposed to be tubercular because the opposite one is emphy- 
sematous; in the second, when pneumonia of the upper lobe is 
mistaken for tubercular consolidation ; in the third, when a large 
tube is mistaken for a cavity, or a large cavity is mistaken for 
pneumothorax. In chronic pleurisy with empyema, attended by 
symptoms of hectic, sounds exactly resembling those produced 
by tubercular deposit may be heard under the clavicle; the 
practitioner must be thrown much off his guard by some unusual 
circumstance, who confounds these two conditions ; but what has 
happened more than once within my own personal knowledge, 
may happen again. 

For the sake of the student we may point out more in detail the relations 
which superadded sounds present to the different modifications of breath and 
voice-sound observed in the progress of the disease. 

The voice-sound steadily increases in intensity from the beginning of con- 
solidation to its ultimate termination in the largest possible cavity. Not so 
the breath-sound ; this is first commonly harsh and exaggerated, or wavy and 
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jerking ; then the inspiration becomes diminished in intensity while the ex- 
piration is prolonged ; and subsequently, when cavities begin to form, each 
increases in loudness, but the expiration more especially becomes remarkably 
blowing. With the first condition superadded sound is usually absent ; some- 
times a crumpling sound may be heard on deep inspiration, but if the presence 
of tubercular matter give rise to any inflammation, fine and coarse crepitation 
or moist and sonorous sounds are developed ; the variations probably depend- 
ing upon whether the vesicular structure or the tubes be more particularly 
the seat of the inflammatory action. Proceeding a little further, the sonorous 
sound is entirely replaced by moist sound, when the secretion from the tubes 
becomes more abundant; but in the same proportion does the air find diffi- 
culty in entrance, and the breath-sound become partially suppressed ; this con- 
dition is not necessarily permanent, and the lung may return to one in which 
the breathing is simply harsh and exaggerated. At this stage the presence 
of crumpling or of friction-sound or of one or two clicks is often of great ser- 
vice in giving certainty to the diagnosis, when bronchial irritation has passed 
away. 

In the second period the difference in resonance becomes quite distinct ; but 
the student may feel uncertain which of the two is the diseased lung ; unless 
he compare the sound of the percussion stroke above and below on each side 
of the chest. The moist clicks now become more frequent, and are often mixed 
up with squeaking sounds ; coarse crepitation and sonorous sounds are more 
rare, or are heard only in the vicinity of where the softening has begun ; moist 
sounds are common. There are two circumstances which tend to produce 
these effects, the partial softening of small tuberculous masses, and the pre- 
sence of local bronchitis, and though clicks and squeaking sounds be more 
distinctive of the former, and moist sounds of the latter, yet they are by no 
means to be taken as their direct exponents, because each may be found in 
either circumstance. Another cause of the presence of moist sounds with 
deficient breathing is the recent occurrence of haemoptysis ; dulness is com- 
monly present, but it is slightly marked : the circumstance of hemorrhage 
having existed sufficiently explains the phenomenon, and, when heard only at 
the apex, moist sounds are pretty conclusive evidence that its cause is the 
previous deposition of tubercular matter, because we know of none other 
which can give rise to hemorrhage at the upper part of the lung only. As a 
necessary consequence of the presence of the fluid, whatever it may be, that 
produces these sounds, the entrance of air is impeded and the breathing is 
deficient. 

Advancing still further, the dulness becomes unmistakable ; indeed, the 
wooden or tympanitic sound over a cavity would always be called dull by any 
but an expert auscultator. The moist sounds become coarse, abundant, and 
mixed with larger bubbling, until a cavity of some size has formed, and then 
nothing but gurgling sounds are heard when the stethoscope is applied over 
it; in its immediate neighborhood the signs are those of less advanced dis- 
ease. When numerous small cavities exist, the condition is marked by more 
general coarse or bubbling moist sounds. But besides the size of the cavity, 
the proportion of air and fluid which it contains greatly modifies the sounds 
it gives out, and we may even have no superadded sound at all. An empty 
cavity produces a loud blowing sound in breathing, but no gurgling ; a full 
cavity gives neither one nor other, but only dulness on percussion ; a cavity 
communicating freely with the bronchial tubes by an opening situated below 
the level of the fluid produces loud gurgling ; one in which a small opening is 
similarly situated may give rise to only one or two resonant explosions ; when 
the cavity is large and nearly empty, every sound produced within it has a 
metallic resonance ; in a small cavity or one nearly full no such effect occurs. 

There need be no practical difficulty in distinguishing this metallic clang 
from that produced by a similar cause on a much larger scale, viz., the pre- 
sence of air and fluid together in the pleura; the great and constant distinc- 
tion is simply that in the one case, if we turn to the back of the chest, we 
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find the indications of lung tissue, however diseased, occupying its natural posi- 
tion ; in the other we have the tympanitic resonance produced by its absence ; 
and if any breathing be heard, it is only a loud blowing sound resounding 
through the empty cavity, while at the base there is complete dulness, from 
the presence of fluid, and no breathing at all. In addition to this there, are 
two minor sources of information ; the metallic sound is seldom produced by 
dropping when heard in a cavity, but is more commonly the result of solitary 
bubbles of air passing through the fluid ; it therefore keeps time with the 
breathing — dropping does not ; the voice is less like that produced by speak- 
ing into an empty jar, and seems rather to be spoken into the stethoscope. 

The student must be reminded, too, of the possibility of a portion of air 
spontaneously developed, or admitted by paracentesis, rising to the apex when 
the lung is not shrunken as it is in true pneumothorax, and when there is no 
communication between the bronchi and the pleura. He has only to think of 
the fact that, if there be at the apex a cavity capable of causing tympanitic 
resonance, there must be blowing breath-sound and loud voice ; when there 
is air in the pleura just the opposite effect is produced, and both sounds are 
less loud than on the opposite side. 

Another general pathological fact may be turned to account in 
diagnosis — viz., that if tubercles be at all advanced in one lung, 
they are almost certain to exist in minor degree in the other ; and 
when their presence is equally distinct in both lungs, they are 
still seldom found in exactly the same stage, or giving rise to 
the same modifications of sound. This is especially to be borne 
in mind when any one auscultatory phenomenon stands alone at 
either apex in a very marked degree, which would indicate an 
advanced stage of the disease, if it were found in conjunction 
with other corresponding signs and symptoms : alone, we must 
be content to regard it as an anomaly to be hereafter cleared up 
as the disease proceeds ; but we may consider the possibility of 
morbid growth — such, for instance, as encephaloid disease dis- 
seminated at the apex. (See § 10.) 

Tubercular disease is sometimes found solely or chiefly at the 
base of the lung : such cases are very apt to be misunderstood 
simply from the fact that they are so rare. When dulness on 
percussion is perceptible, and the morbid sounds are limited to 
one side of the chest, the phenomena may be caused either by 
chronic pneumonia, or by old thickening of the pleura with bron- 
chitis confined to that lung. Gurgling or clinking sounds, showing 
that softening was going on and cavities were forming, would 
negative both of these hypotheses, because abscess without tuber- 
cle is attended with fetor : more reliance, however, is to be placed 
on the history of the case ; long duration, gradual progress, and 
the absence of any distinct acute attack, all point more directly 
to tubercle, and when found in conjunction with general symptoms 
of phthisis, must be held, if not as conclusive, yet as affording 
grounds for very grave suspicion. In other instances phthisis of 
this particular form closely simulates bronchitis : and this is the 
more common case, because the difference on percussion, when 
both lungs are more or less affected, is not readily made out, and 
there is, in truth, some amount of coincident bronchitis caused 



PHTHISIS — COMPLICATIONS. 279 

by the tubercular deposit: This subject has been already fully 
considered, and it is one which requires very nice discrimination. 
(See Chap. XIX., Div. II. § 4, d.) The existence of haemoptysis, 
beyond what mere straining might cause, of emaciation, quick 
pulse, thin skin, clubbed nails, or any of the more important 
symptoms of phthisis, ought to put us on our guard against pro- 
nouncing too favorable a diagnosis in such cases. 

It is a less rare occurrence to meet with tubercles equally dis- 
seminated through the lung : such cases are almost always recent, 
and this fact alone tends greatly to embarrass the diagnosis. Still 
the history wants something of the severity of an acute attack ; 
it is insidious ; there is not immediate prostration but gradual 
decline : there is often haemoptysis ; the febrile symptoms are 
commonly of mild character, but the pulse is quicker than the 
other symptoms would lead us to expect ; emaciation cannot have 
proceeded far, nor can there be hectic fever till softening have 
commenced ; commonly there is a general blue discoloration of 
the face, which most nearly resembles that seen in severe bron- 
chitis ; it differs from the dusky flush of pneumonia, as well as 
from the blueness of diseased heart, and the dirty hue of emphy- 
sema ; it is rather a flush or suffusion of face which, if the lungs 
were healthy, would be florid, and is dark-colored only because 
the vesicles are obstructed. The physical signs at first resemble 
pneumonia, but of such an extensive character that they cannot 
possibly be caused by acute inflammation when the general symp- 
toms are so moderate : indeed, the sounds, when more carefully 
studied are not exactly those of pneumonia; the crepitation is 
coarser and more disseminated, the breathing and vocal resonance 
are both free from any brassy tone, all the phenomena are more 
distinct at the upper part, and, unlike pneumonia, they are not 
strictly confined to one lobe, but gradually decrease towards the 
base of the lung ; the expiration is simply harsh and prolonged, 
and the voice exaggerated. At a later stage the signs resemble 
those of bronchitis, but the moist sounds are fewer and more 
squeaking with prolonged expiration, especially at the apex, 
which is not the case in bronchitis. If one lung present such 
signs of disease, while in the other consolidation is commencing 
at the apex, most unquestionably the whole is due to tubercular 
deposit. 

In early phthisis, when the signs are still obscure, considerable difficulty in 
making a correct diagnosis may arise from the coexistence of bronchitis : on 
the one hand, we may recognize the bronchitis, and reason correctly regarding 
that, and yet be quite wrong in prognosis, because of overlooking the presence 
of tubercles ; on the other, we may recognize the phthisis, and come to very 
false conclusions regarding its progress, because of attributing to it signs 
which are in reality due to bronchitis. When along with an attack of bron- 
chitis we observe general symptoms leading to a suspicion of phthisis, it is 
wise to wait before giving an opinion as to the tubercular or non-tubercular 
character of the disease until the former have disappeared ; it is a very sus- 
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picious circumstance when the morbid sounds linger at the apices after they 
have ceased in other parts of the chest : and this is still more true of bron- 
chitis limited to one lung ; the very fact of the limitation offers a presumption 
that there is something abnornal in the lung so affected. 

Another common complication of phthisis is partial pleurisy near the apex 
of the lung : but the attack is not always so limited, and sometimes general 
pleurisy occurs when the lungs are already tubercular. It has been mentioned 
that the sounds heard in the clavicular region, when the lung is condensed by 
pleuritic effusion, exactly resemble those of consolidation with a cavity sub- 
jacent : the percussion sound, while dull, has often a sort of tympanitic reso- 
nance ; the breath-sound is remarkably blowing, with prolonged expiration ; 
the voice loud and ringing ; and if bronchitis be present, moist sounds are also 
heard : but with moderate care such a condition ought not to be mistaken for 
phthisis. During the existence of pleurisy it is very unwise to give an opinion 
regarding the presence of tubercle. It is alleged by authors that double 
pleurisy is a suspicious circumstance ; probably indicating a complication of 
phthisis, and the hint should not be lost sight of; but it amounts to no more 
than a mere suggestion. Chronic pneumonia, if the term be used at all, may 
be applied to the condition of the lungs met with at one stage of tubercular 
deposit, particularly when the disease is widely disseminated : a more active 
form may be excited by its rapid development in the upper lobe, which during 
its existence obscures any evidence of phthisis : but in a decided attack of 
sthenic pneumonia, we may feel great confidence that there is no tubercle : 
such at least has been the rule in cases coming under my own observation, 
and the nature of the two diseases is so distinct, that it is exactly what & priori 
we have reason to expect. 

Severe and commonly fatal meningitis, in the form of acute hydrocephalus, 
is frequently found in the tubercular diathesis ; and when inflammation of the 
brain occurs about the period of adolescence, it will often be possible to deter- 
mine its nature by an examination of the lungs. Chronic peritonitis at the 
same age is another disease which very commonly has a tubercular origin, and 
calls for a similar examination. Diarrhoea may be rather regarded as a direct 
symptom than as a complication of phthisis. 

§ 10. Tumors. — These have been referred to in speaking of the 
causes of dulness on percussion ; and while certain phenomena 
have been pointed out as possibly explicable on the hypothesis 
of their existence, no signs have been mentioned as direct proofs 
of it : more true wisdom is often shown in a confession of igno- 
rance than in an assumption of knowledge ; and though a man of 
large experience and pathological knowledge may sometimes give 
a shrewd guess at the true solution of the difficulty, there are 
points which render it almost impossible to reason correctly, 
because the facts are not only wanting, but to a certain extent 
unattainable. In such circumstances we must be content with 
the sort of empirical knowledge which amounts to no more than 
this — " I have seen such and such a case, and it turned out so and 
so, and I think it highly probable that this case will have a similar 
termination." Such knowledge is the reward of careful observa- 
tion, and is one of the most valuable acquisitions of the accom- 
plished physician. 

Tumors in the chest are either aneurism or morbid growth. The latter is 
found sometimes disseminated through the lung, sometimes developed from 
the glandular structure at its root, or attached to the parietes ; and the indi- 
cations will necessarily vary according to its site : the former, from the situa- 
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tion of the great vessels, presents symptoms somewhat analogous to that of 
growths from the root of the lung. 

The history of these cases is so far alike, that there is never anything to fix 
a correct date for their commencement, because in most instances the patient 
has only become conscious of inconvenience when some other disease has 
supervened. Neither do particular classes or forms of growth produce any 
constant series of effects, the phenomena being commonly casual or accidental, 
and not essential. The patient generally complains of cough and dyspnoea, 
and sometimes of pain: difficulty of breathing is most perceptible when the 
tumor presses on some of the large tubes. 

The discovery of cancer or of aneurism elsewhere, in situations where their 
nature is more easily recognized, or signs of disease of the heart, would give 
significance to symptoms otherwise anomalous : no reliance can be placed on 
the absence of what is called the " malignant aspect," because the color of 
the face is so liable to be altered by the condition of the lungs ; interference 
with the proper aeration of the blood necessarily produces a dusky hue. 

Nodules of encephaloid disease may cause modifications in percussion reso- 
nance, and in the character of the breath-sound, or they may give rise to 
bronchial secretion and moist sound ; and most frequently the latter is the 
only evidence of disease. We can do no more than satisfy ourselves that the 
balance of evidence is against the existence of phthisis as its cause. Scirrhus, 
perhaps, gives rise to more important changes in the breathing and vocal 
resonance, and the physical signs are very like those caused by a vomica, while 
the condition of the opposite lung is unlike that which is produced by tuber- 
cular deposit, and the general symptoms do not point to such an advanced 
condition of phthisis as implies the formation of a cavity. Sometimes the 
appearance of peculiar expectoration, which has been compared to thin cur- 
rant-jelly, gives an assurance of the true character of the disease ; but it must 
be confessed that very little can be done in making out the diagnosis of such 
cases. 

Tumors at the root of the lungs are more easily recognized when the dis- 
ease has made some progress ; in their early stage there is nothing to point 
out their existence. As soon as they are of sufficient size to produce pres- 
sure on the bronchi, there will be irritation, probably secretion, and fits of 
dyspnoea, closely resembling asthma ; of still larger size, they are apt to cause 
dysphagia, or to interrupt the current of the circulation ; and now the patient 
begins to find out that in one posture he is more liable to suffer than in another. 
When the tumor has attained a certain magnitude there is dulness, not per- 
ceptible on gentle percussion, but brought out by a firm stroke, most marked 
near the sternum, and not to be detected in the axilla, or towards the side of 
the chest. The breathing is generally weaker, with prolonged expiration, 
heard at a distance : the sounds of the heart are transmitted loudly over the 
seat of the tumor, and even beyond it. The patient perhaps breathes in a 
wheezing manner with considerable labor, or the respiration may be obstructed 
to nearly the same extent as it is in laryngitis ; the cough is often weak and 
powerless, like that of emphysema, but has more of a paroxysmal character, 
and sometimes a loud brassy clang : a fit of coughing very generally terminates 
with a raucous inspiration. In many of these respects the analogy to laryn- 
gitis is very striking, and the most marked difference between the two is, that 
when the obstruction is in the larynx itself, the voice is either hoarse or de- 
stroyed, while when it is lower down in the trachea, the voice is scarcely altered 
in tone ; it is only deficient in force. 

The interruption to the circulation caused by the tumor may at once lead 
us to infer its existence : it presses upon, or even surrounds and incloses the 
superior vena cava, in consequence of which, tortuous veins begin to develop 
themselves over the che3t and abdomen, and the blood finds its way by a back- 
ward current into some pervious channel ; sooner or later this venous obstruc- 
tion gives rise to oedema, which is then limited, in a remarkable manner, to the 
upper half of the body. This happens chiefly with malignant growth; when 
19 



282 DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS. 

aneurism exists additional signs are sometimes derived from the arterial cir- 
culation : the force of the current is diminished in some one or more of the 
arteries, causing, perhaps, a notable difference between the two radials at the 
wrist ; or both alike to be almost imperceptible, while the heart's action is 
very generally, but not always, increased : a bruit may be heard in some unusual 
part of the chest, while there is none at the heart, or it may be heard loudly 
at both, and be almost inaudible at intermediate points. Sometimes, again, 
the ordinary systole of the heart is heard unusually loud at some particular 
point, and this may be regarded as the effect of aneurism, because the sound 
has a knocking or jogging character, which is only preliminary to a similar 
impulse being felt, when the disease has approached nearer to the surface. 

Sooner or later aneurism shows itself externally by wearing away the ribs, 
and forming a pulsating tumor on the front of the chest, or by pulsation, which 
can be felt when the finger is pressed deeply behind the steroum or clavicle, 
except in the case of the descending aorta, when it sometimes produces no 
symptoms upon which reliance can be placed : slight dysphagia or dyspnoea, 
with pain in the back, caused by pressure and wasting of the vertebrae, some- 
times leading to paralysis, may be the only symptoms: no bruit is usually 
audible in this situation ; but would be of considerable significance if heard 
in an adult ; in the child, cardiac murmurs are often very loud over the back. 
Solid tumors in the chest do not often pulsate, but the possibility of pulsation 
being only communicated should be borne in mind in attempting to discrimi- 
nate their character. 

Tumors in connection with the bones of the chest seldom give rise to any 
symptoms likely to call for examination, until there is swelling externally : 
those forming in the anterior mediastinum, which cannot find exit from the 
chest, and press inwards on the heart, the arteries, the veins, and the bronchi, 
do, however, produce symptoms more or less resembling those of pressure on 
the root of the lung. The very marked dulness which they cause on percuss- 
ing the sternum leads at once to the recognition of their presence ; and the 
question is then only between enlarged heart or aneurism, and growth from 
bone. 

The coexistence of active pleurisy, or of passive effusion into either pleura, 
sometimes greatly complicates the diagnosis of thoracic tumors. 

§ 11. Hooping-cough. — As in many other diseases in which 
the group of symptoms is better known than the nature of the 
internal lesion, hooping-cough, when well marked, cannot be 
mistaken ; and diagnosis has only to do with those cases which 
are obscure, because the whoop is imperfectly developed, or 
because the disease is simulated by or complicated with other 
affections. Simple catarrh of childhood may very readily pass 
into hooping-cough if it be at the time prevailing epidemically : 
in such circumstances we may reasonably conclude that it is only 
the precursor of such an attack when the cough is at all parox- 
ysmal, or is an urgent or an early symptom, and when the fever 
is slight, and there is but little derangement of health, and espe- 
cially when auscultation fails in detecting bronchial irritation 
proportionate to the severity of the cough. When the disease is 
fully formed, if a paroxysm occur in our presence the case can 
scarcely be mistaken ; but we must often trust to the report of 
others; and there is a tendency to error in listening to the state- 
ments of mothers and nurses, who usually anticipate us in the 
•conjecture of its possible presence, and are disposed at once to 
attribute any peculiarity in the child's cough to this cause. A 
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very good indication is obtained in cases where the account of 
the paroxysm is defective, from the occurrence of vomiting, which 
is very common in this disease after a fit of coughing, while in 
other affections of the chest such an event is unusual : in the one 
case it is caused by the cough, without sickness or loss of appetite, 
and the child will take his food directly afterwards ; in the other, 
the stomach and bowels must be disordered, and the relation to 
the cough is far less evident. 

In the early period of an attack of alleged hooping-cough, the 
presence of much bronchial secretion should make us cautious in 
accepting the statement of the friends as to the nature of the dis- 
order ; similar caution is necessary when the disease is said to 
have attacked a child who has been long suffering from cough 
before anything like a whoop was observed. In its latter stages 
there is usually much bronchial secretion, and the disease is fre- 
quently complicated by inflammation of the lung or effusion into 
the ventricles of the brain ; in very protracted cases it may 
terminate in the development of tubercle : diagnosis must then 
take account not only of the present symptoms, but of the history 
at a time when the characters of the affection were simple and 
unmixed with those of subsequent complications. An ill-deve- 
loped child in whom an attack of bronchitis is attended with 
excessive secretion, or one whose lungs are becoming stuffed with 
tubercles, when the secretion is scanty and adhesive, are each of 
them very liable to fits of coughing, in which, while there is no 
real whoop, the struggle for breath is very analogous to the 
abortive paroxysms which occur before whooping-cough is fully 
developed. 

§ 12. Diseases of the Lungs in Childhood. — This chapter would 
be incomplete, if a few words were not said upon the differences 
in diagnosis between the diseases of children and those of adults. 
In the first place, the resiliency of the chest makes the indications 
from percussion much more obscure and uncertain ; at one time 
dulness seems to be well marked, which, after all, is only due to 
congestion ; at another, real consolidation produces only a differ- 
ence in tone, which cannot properly be called dull. Secondly, 
the respiratory sound is so much louder and shriller, that changes 
in character, except in its relative suppression, cannot be predi- 
cated of it with anything like the same certainty as in adults. 
Thirdly, the loudness of the voice does not assist us much in de- 
termining the sound-conducting power, and hence the degree of 
consolidation of the lung. And fourthly, the remark in regard 
to superadded sounds in adults, that no one is pathognomonic of 
any certain condition of lung, is infinitely more true of children. 
Crepitation, in its true sense, is not heard in pneumonia, clicking 
and squeaking sounds are. heard when there are no tubercles, and 
gurgling noises are heard without cavities. The explanation of 
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all these circumstances is simply that in the lungs of the child 
every sound generated anywhere throughout the lungs is heard 
with almost equal distinctness at any part of the surface ; and 
therefore, whatever the affection may be, the bronchial sounds 
prevail ; at the same time the mucous membrane is more easily 
irritated, and secretion excited by slighter causes ; and hence it 
happens that sonorous sounds are very seldom present. 

In the diagnosis of the diseases of childhood we are therefore 
very dependent upon the history of the case, and the amount of 
febrile disturbance; but it must be remembered that the quick 
circulation of childhood is much more readily excited than that 
of the adult, and the comparison must not be made between the 
pulse of infancy and that of age, in coming to the conclusion that 
a child is suffering from inflammation of the lungs. That this 
is constantly done there can be no doubt, from the frequency 
with which mothers report that children have had such attacks, 
and that they have been told so by their medical attendant. In- 
flammation of the chest, whether as pleurisy or pneumonia, is not 
by any means a frequent ailment of childhood — pleurisy is espe- 
cially rare in the first years of life, and when pneumonia is pre- 
sent its symptoms are invariably urgent. If anything be needed 
in the way of auscultation to confirm the diagnosis (and it is 
always wise to practise it), we find perhaps some difference in 
tone on percussion between the two sides of the chest, or it may 
b% absolute dulness ; the breathing probably differs on the two 
sides, and we may be able to say that one is harsher than the 
other — more commonly, however, it is only less distinct on the 
affected side, and then, in place of crepitation, we find moist 
sounds; or, at all events, very coarse crepitation — never the fine 
sound heard in the adult. Along with this there may be very 
considerable bronchial irritation of the other lung, so that all the 
signs of disease may be suspected to be due to bronchitis, and in 
fact the cases are quite exceptional in which unaided ausculta- 
tion could determine the nature of the affection. 

Bronchitis occurs either as acute or chronic. In the former, 
the sonorous sounds are very rarely heard ; there is a good deal 
of fever, but it is not so severe as that of pneumonia, the skin is 
not so pungent, and the signs of imperfect aeration of the blood 
are not present ; the breathing is louder or weaker, according to 
the amount of secretion present, and this often differs on the two 
sides. The principal indication derived from auscultation is the 
very general distribution of the morbid sounds ; the absence of 
any difference in percussion would confirm the impression that 
the disease was simply bronchitis, but dulness on one side behind 
must not be taken as a proof that pneumonia is present ; not only 
may an appearance of dulness be produced by mere congestion, 
but the existence of tubercular glands at the root of one lung, 
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which, may have tended to excite the bronchitis, may also be the 
cause of absolute dulness. 

Chronic bronchitis, which so often simulates, or is simulated 
by phthisis in the adult, is often quite undistinguishable from tuber- 
cular disease in infancy. Here dissemination of tubercle is the 
rule ; its aggregation in masses, except in the bronchial glands, 
the exception. It is from the aspect of the child and the history 
of the case alone that we can judge, aided probably in some mea- 
sure by the general symptoms, and occasionally by the character 
of the sputa. When we learn that the patient has had an attack 
of measles, or has suffered much during dentition — that the con- 
stitution has not rallied, but cough has gradually supervened ; 
when there is a pallid, transparent skin, with long eyelashes and 
brilliant eyes, and the child is peevish and irritable, or languid and 
unexcitable, or remarkably quick and intelligent — suspicions of 
tubercle are naturally excited ; and if, in addition to this we find 
emaciation, debility, heat of skin, followed by perspiration and 
diarrhoea, the probabilities are greatly increased. If, on the con- 
trary, we learn that the first attack was feverish, or that after 
hooping-cough, some years before, there has been great liability 
to coughs and colds ; if the face be dusky, or the lips discolored, 
and, except from dread of an impending cough, the child's tem- 
per be not materially altered ; if, in addition to this, we learn that 
the cough ends in copious expectoration, even though that should 
be tinged with blood — the diagnosis and the prognosis are con- 
siderably more favorable ; hasmoptysis in childhood is by no means 
a sign of phthisis. The stethoscope can scarcely afford any 
assistance in discriminating these affections; and it must be added 
that, when judicious treatment is employed in cases which have 
all the aspect of tubercle, the children so completely recover from 
the attack of bronchial irritation accompanying it, and are so 
often lost sight of subsequently, that no person of any experience 
will venture to give a decided opinion, except in very clearly 
marked examples of each disease. It is to be remembered that 
when the bronchial affection has passed, the signs of remaining 
consolidation at the apex are never found in childhood ; if any 
localization of tubercle prevail at this period of life, it is only in 
the glands at the root of the lungs. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

EXAMINATION" OF THE HEART. 

History and General Symp>toms — Changes independent of Disease 
— Special Signs. 

DlV. I. — Evidence of Alteration in Size — Increased impulse — Irre- 
gular Action — Extended Dulness — their Mutual Relations. 

DlV. II. — Auscultatory Phenomena. — § 1. Modifications of Normal 
Sounds — in Intensity — in Distinctness — in Rhythm — § 2. Fric- 
tion — its Characters — its Indications — § 3. Endocardial Murmurs 
— their general Characters — (a) Diastolic — Aortic — Mitral — (b) 
Systolic — (1) at the Apex — Mitral — Tricuspid — (2) at the Base 
— Aortic — Pulmonic — Blood-sounds in general. 

In Chapter XVII., when considering the history and general 
symptoms of diseases of the chest, it was remarked that dyspnoea 
and palpitation are the chief subjects of complaint with patients 
suffering from disturbance of the circulation, and that the history 
of the attack is usually obscure and imperfect. It may be added 
that these symptoms are much more frequently mentioned when 
their cause is merely functional than when organic lesion exists. 
Pain is an almost constant attendant on pericardial inflammation; 
it is also occasionally met with in old structural changes, present- 
ing itself sometimes under the form of angina. A history of 
rheumatic fever, any indications of a tendency to dropsy, or the 
presence of chronic lung affection, and especially of bronchorrhcea, 
are each of them more or less valuable in estimating the proba- 
bility of disease of the heart. In most instances, however, its 
presence may be very conclusively shown by the action of the 
pulse, the discoloration of the face, the impulse against the ribs 
which accompanies the movement of the organ, and the characters 
of the sounds produced, as they are changed by specific forms of 
disease. Errors in diagnosis chiefly arise from confounding the 
signs of the functional with those of the structural maladies. 

We must presume that the student is familiar with the position 
and average force of the impulse which each stroke of the heart 
conveys to the finger placed between the fifth and sixth rib; with 
the usual extent of dulness on percussion observed in the pre- 
cordial region, when it is of normal size ; and with the sounds 
which accompany its systole and diastole in a state of health, 
hence called systolic and diastolic, or first and second sounds. In 
each of these particulars, changes »may be perceived which are 
quite independent of disease of the heart ; its position may be 
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altered by effusion into the pleura or peritoneum; its impulse 
may be rendered more evident by emaciation, or by consolidation 
of the lung, or may be lessened by opposite states; the sharpness 
and force of the shock may be greatly increased by mere nerv- 
ous excitement ; and the precordial dulness may be diminished 
or increased in extent, as it happens to be more or less covered 
by resonant pulmonary tissue. 

Nervous palpitation without increase of size of the heart itself, 
will be observed to vary much in intensity from time to time, 
and this especially according to the mental condition, whether of 
excitement or of depression. Attention directed to the organ 
greatly influences it, and not unfrequently the fact of making the 
examination is of itself sufficient to excite or increase the palpi- 
tation, which again gradually subsides; this condition is one 
which attracts the patient's notice much more than palpitation 
depending on real disease. 

« 

Division I. — Evidence of Alteration in Size. 

Those deviations from the normal conditions which afford the 
most certain indications of changes in the dimensions of the heart, 
and ought therefore to be especially studied by the learner, are 
the following : When the heart beats lower down than in health ; 
when the usual shock of its impinging on the parietes becomes 
diffuse, heaving, undulatory, or irregular; when the dulness on 
percussion is extended in an inward or an upward direction ; and 
when the stethoscope reveals sounds which are not heard under 
ordinary circumstances. 

With the exception of the stethoscopic signs, all of these derive 
their value from their affording the most conclusive evidence 
which we possess of changes of size in the organ ; and this con- 
sideration ought always to be taken into account in making a 
diagnosis of disease of the heart. For no important deviation 
from health can long persist without affecting the muscular struc- 
ture; and alterations in thickness, in capacity, and in power are 
those which are really efficient in developing the secondary affec- 
tions accompanying the advanced stages of disease. 

1. Its impulse being felt at a lower point than usual, is almost 
a certain sign of enlargement. 

2. When the action is heaving and powerful, lifting up the 
stethoscope, or even the head of the listener, at each impulse, the 
walls must necessarily be thickened : in such cases the sharpness 
of the stroke is lost, and its duration prolonged. In other instances 
the impulse is much more diffuse, and less forcible, the heart 
coming in contact with different portions of the chest at successive 
intervals during the prolonged systole, with an undulatory move- 
ment, in which no distinct stroke is felt : we have then reason to 
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believe that the enlargement depends more on increased size of 
the cavities than on thickening of the walls. 

3. Irregularity of action is very important, although of some- 
what indefinite signification. It must not be confounded with 
intermission when a single beat is occasionally omitted or abortive, 
or a short pause occurs at certain intervals. Continued irregu- 
larity must be regarded as a positive sign of disease, but it may 
coexist with almost any form of lesion. It is probably most fre- 
quently met with in disease of the mitral valve. 

4. The extension of dulness towards the sternum derives its 
value from the circumstance that there the heart is uncovered by 
lung, and the liability to inaccuracy is not so great as when an 
attempt is made to measure it outwards. In enlargement of the 
heart the percussion dulness is, no doubt, extended in every 
direction, and a practitioner well versed in the physical aids to 
diagnosis would be able to detect the exact dimensions of the 
organ, in spite of the interposition of resonant lung-tissue : the 
student cannot expect to do so with accuracy. In an upward 
direction diminished resonance may be distinguished with tolerable 
readiness; but when the sound is clear over the sternum it is 
probably due to some other cause than hypertrophy : it is, for 
example, especially marked in distension of the pericardial sac 
after pericarditis. 

5. In connection with the preceding indications, the stethoscopic 
signs are most valuable in explaining the causes of increased or 
irregular action, because the abnormal sounds are produced by 
actual changes in the relation of solids and fluids, and enable us 
to assert more or less positively what is the nature of that change. 

The altered position of the impulse may possibly be due to an adherent 
pericardium ; but in this case there is very generally also hypertrophy, and 
the idea of enlargement is probably correct. If it can be shown that there is 
no enlargement, this alteration of the impulse affords the most reliable evi- 
dence of pericardial adhesion, which after all can only be guessed at. 

There ought to be no difficulty in distinguishing the heaving impulse of 
hypertrophy from the short, sharp stroke of nervous palpitation ; and yet in 
very many instances people are told that they have disease of the heart in 
consequence of the one being mistaken for the other. 

Undulatory movement, in strict language, is only produced when the peri- 
cardium is full of serum ; a largely dilated heart merely simulates it : in the 
one a wave is transmitted from the apex towards the distended upper extremity 
of the sac, at each systole ; in the other, different portions of the organ come 
in contact with the chest in succession, but the definite course of a wave can- 
not be traced : the one occurs during an acute attack, the other is seen in 
chronic disease. 

Irregularity is best recognized by the action of the pulse : by it the meaning 
of the term intermission is also more readily understood ; the abortive con- 
traction of the heart produces no pulsation at the wrist, and a beat is lost 
just as much as if the heart stood still. The word " uneven" is used to signify 
a pulse of unequal force : an irregular pulse implies inequality in the duration 
as well as in the force of successive beats. Irregular action may subside 
under treatment, but during its existence it is a permanent, not a temporary 
condition ; hence we speak of continued irregularity as a sign of disease. 
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The extension of dulness towards the sternum can only deceive when there 
is a morbid growth in. the anterior mediastidum : the dulness in such a case 
does not usually terminate on a level with the base of the heart. It is of im- 
portance to observe whether the apex continue to beat in its usual position, 
lest displacement be mistaken for enlargement. 

In endeavoring to establish correct rules for diagnosis, it Las 
been our constant aim to avoid taking solitary indications, how- 
ever definite in themselves, as specific signs of any one form of 
disease. This rule must be applied to the varieties of pulse ob- 
served in disease of the heart, which shall be enumerated as they 
present themselves to our notice in considering the sum of the 
evidence in each case. It is also applicable to the suggestion of 
adherent pericardium above referred to, and to the angular or 
pear-shape which we may find the precordial dulness to have 
assumed when dependent on hydro-pericardium ; no one who 
studies diagnosis aright will suppose the existence of such a con- 
dition, unless acute symptoms have preceded it ; passive effusion 
is never sufficiently extensive to produce the effect. 

If we commence with irregularity of action as one of the most 
evident signs of disease, we find in practice that it may coincide 
with the other phenomena already enumerated in very varying 
degrees, and from a consideration of these associations the follow- 
ing conclusions may be drawn as probable explanations of the 
condition of the heart. 

a. With increased heaving impulse we may assume the exist- 
ence of hypertrophy with or without valvular lesion. 

b. Without increased impulse, but with extended dulness, en- 
largement consisting especially in dilatation of the cavities, while 
the walls are not much thickened, or may be even thinner than 
natural ; and again either with or without valvular lesion. 

c. When abnormal sound is heard, we may be pretty certain 
that there is valvular insufficiency along with either hypertrophy 
or dilatation, as the other indications tend to show. 

d. A very feeble pulse, with signs of hypertrophy, would afford 
very clear evidence of imperfect closure of the mitral valve. 

e. When none of these conditions accompany the irregularity, 
we may be led to believe that it is due to thinning of the walls 
of fatty degeneration without dilatation to any extent ; it may 
possibly be also caused by adherent pericardium. 

Irregular action seldom accompanies hypertrophy without valvular lesion ; 
whereas it is most commonly present in dilatation and thinning of the walls 
whether the valves be healthy or not. The character of the pulse varies with 
the peculiar form of the valvular lesion, but in most instances the morbid 
sound heard on auscultation is more trustworthy : it now and then happens, 
however, that when the mitral orifice does not close during the systole, no 
bruit can be detected ; and then the extreme feebleness of the pulse, contrast- 
ing with the force of the heart's action, serves as a very useful guide. When 
valvular lesion has not led to alteration in size, it is not accompanied by 
irregularity of action. 

It must also be borne in mind that very considerable hypertrophy may be 
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almost completely concealed by overlapping of the lung, and therefore great 
caution must be exercised in deciding that irregular action depends on simple 
atrophy or fatty degeneration. Each of these subjects will be again referred 
to more in detail. 

When there is no irregularity, the only trustworthy indications 
of enlargement are — 

a. If increased action be associated either with extension of 
dulness in an inward direction or with an apex-beat lower than 
in health ; 

b. If with the increased action or the extended dulness there 
be anything of an undulatory movement, and especially if this be 
accompanied by some unusual sound on auscultation. 

Division II. — Auscultatory Phenomena. 

In very many instances these alone are sufficient to determine 
the existence of disease in an early stage, before any change has 
occurred in the actual dimensions of the organ ; in other instances 
they explain the causes of the change. They may be divided 
into modifications of normal sounds, and morbid sounds — "bruits" 
or " murmurs," as it seems better to call them, to distinguish them 
from those which, par excellence, are called the sounds of the heart. 
These bruits, again, comprise those formed in the pericardium and 
those formed within the heart, sometimes classed as exocardial 
and endocardial : the only pericardial bruit is friction ; the endo- 
cardial, on the other hand, are divisible into the systolic and 
diastolic. We shall attempt to show what deductions may be 
drawn from their presence, and how the student may best refer 
the sound heard to one or other of these classes. 

Much confusion is created by unnecessarily increasing the nomenclature of 
various sounds. It is quite allowable to employ a particular name to desig- 
nate any unusual bruit, such as " purring," or " musical," but its exact cha- 
racter is now known to be of far less importance than its position and time of 
occurrence with reference to the rhythm of the heart's action. It seems quite 
unnecessary to introduce such a name as exocardial : if it mean to include 
sounds formed in the pleura, and not in the pericardium, the classification is 
objectionable ; if it be restricted to the pericardial bruit, we need employ no 
other name than friction ; creaking is but a form of friction, and the name 
"to and fro " sound which has been sometimes used, is only applicable to cer- 
tain cases— a majority, truly, but not all. With regard to endocardial mur- 
murs, again, the introduction of the word regurgitant perplexes the student: 
either a systolic or a diastolic bruit may be regurgitant ; and regurgitation 
may take place at any of the sets of valves ; it merely expresses the fact of 
the ordinary current being reversed— a fact which is quite as explicitly stated 
when the bruit is named according to its time and place. If during the dias- 
tole the left ventricle be filled from the aorta as well as from the auricle, there 
is regurgitation : if during the systole the blood pass out into the auricle as 
well as into the aorta, there is also regurgitation ; but any one who understands 
the mechanism of the heart's action knows that the expressions diastolic aortic, 
and systolic mitral murmurs imply these facts, and have the great advantage 
of being definite statements regarding disease. 



CHANGES IN NORMAL SOUNDS. 291 

§ 1. Modifications of Normal Sounds. 

a. They may have a ringing distinctness in consequence of 
nervous excitement : this is no indication of disease ; it is tran- 
sient, and when the palpitation subsides, the sounds resume their 
ordinary characters. 

b. The first sound especially tends to become short and sharp in 
thinning of the walls of the heart : the chief distinction between 
this and the preceding condition is its permanence, and its inde- 
pendence of excitement and palpitation. 

c. They become dull and indistinct, though loud, in hypertro- 
phy. The prolongation and indistinctness of the 1st sound in 
particular, is the reason why they are often spoken of as being 
weaker than the sharp flapping sound of dilatation. 

d. Distance and obscurity of sound is produced by the inter- 
position of fluid in the pericardium or overlapping of the lung, 
especially in emphysema. 

e. The rhythm, or proportionate duration of each sound, is very 
liable to be altered in the commencement of an inflammatory 
attack: this condition is very generally the precursor of some 
more definite evidence of change of structure ; but it is associated 
with other forms of disease, and is also occasionally casual and 
transitory, the sounds returning to those of health. 

/. Either 1st or 2d sound may be reduplicated. Bach stroke 
of the pulse is represented by three or even four sounds heard in 
the praecordial region. It is generally the 2d sound which is 
reduplicated, the 3d following close upon it, and occupying the 
pause which in health intervenes between the end of the 2d and 
the commencement of the 1st sound. When the 1st sound is 
reduplicated, it causes of necessity reduplication of the 2d. This 
modification does not always imply disease : it seems to be due 
to irregular muscular action, and we can only decide from other 
circumstances whether the defect be in the muscle itself, in the 
nervous system, or in the mechanism of the circulation. 

The most important of the modifications just enumerated is that in which 
the rhythm of the sounds materially deviates from that in health. The relative 
duration of each sound and of each pause is in the normal state so constant, 
that it may be assumed with great confidence that disease is present when this 
relation is broken through. It is therefore of very great value in leading us 
either to discover past changes in structure, of which the evidence is imper- 
fect, or to prepare for impending inflammation : it may thus lead to the dis- 
covery of an endocardial murmur which was not suspected, or may be the 
only proof left that pericarditis has preceded when friction is already abolished ; 
while in cases of acute rheumatism, or inflammation in the chest, it prepares 
us for an attack of peri- or endocarditis : and in those cases in which it passes 
off without any further evidence of disease, we are left to conclude that our 
remedies have aided in warding off very serious mischief. 

The loudness of the sounds depends so much more upon the proximity of 
the heart to the chest-wall than upon the intensity of the sound itself, that 
but little reliance is to be placed on it as an indication : and perhaps in no 
case is it so marked as in 'the palpitation of nervous excitement. The very 
same circumstance which most frequently serves to conceal the dulness, and 
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increased impulse in hypertrophy, serves also to diminish the loudness of the 
sound ; and therefore, when much overlapped by the lung, the one source of 
information does not help to correct the other. Its intensity is of most ser- 
vice in cases of nervous palpitation, and in thinning of the walls of the heart 
without palpitation ; in the one the shrillness of the sound is opposed to the 
idea of hypertrophy, in the other it leads to the suspicion of change of struc- 
ture, which is not revealed by any other sign. 

Reduplication, like intermission, suggests some imperfection in the relation 
of nervous force and muscular contraction, in so far as one serves to regulate 
the other; but while we are able to draw a distinction between intermission 
and irregularity, as indications of disease, we are not able to lay down the 
same certain rules in reduplication. We may be very confident 'that when 
both sounds are reduplicated there is some form of disease present: redupli- 
cation of the second sound is very often caused by imperfect closure of the 
auriculo-ventricular aperture on one side, which causes the systole of one 
ventricle to terminate more quickly than the other ; but it is also heard, like 
intermission, in what we call mere functional disturbance. It will be readily 
understood that when either sound becomes prolonged by the presence of a 
murmur, the reduplication is lost in the continuous bruit. It is wise in prac- 
tice to restrict the term reduplication to cases in which no bruit is detected ; 
for example, when there is a slight diastolic aortic murmur, the second sound 
of the heart, formed at the pulmonic valves, may be heard quite distinct and 
separate from the aortic bruit, which replaces the second sound there ; but 
the two do not consist of a reduplicated second sound, but of the sound and 
the bruit, which are heard separately, the one short and terminating at its 
usual time, the other prolonged. 

§ 2. Friction. — The distinctive character of this sound is to be 
sought less in its peculiar acoustic properties than in the time 
of its occurrence with reference to the natural sounds of the heart. 
It has no further relation to them than that it is caused by the 
movement of the organ consequent on its alternate contraction 
and dilatation ; hence it forms no part of the natural sounds, does 
not occur at the same instant, does not follow the same rhythm, 
but is usually heard somewhere between and distinct from them. 
The natural sounds may be inaudible either because effusion 
renders them indistinct, or because the friction is so loud as to 
overpower them, but it neither takes their place nor alters their 
character. Though called a "to-and-fro" sound, it is not neces- 
sarily double, but it certainly is so in a great majority of cases. 
Among its distinguishing features the following may be regarded 
as the chief: — 

a. It may be heard anywhere over the precordial space, and 
frequently only at one point distinctly : when thus circumscribed 
it is especially to be sought either where the membrane is reflected 
at the base of the heart, or where the apex impinges against the 
ribs. 

b. The sound is usually rough and grating, and seems to be 
superficial and close to the ear of the listener. 

c. A double friction-sound is more easily recognized than when 
it is single ; endocardial bruits are also sometimes double, but in 
the to-and-fro friction the duration of each is more equal, and 
shorter. 
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d. The time of its occurrence with reference to the natural 
sounds forms our best guide in determining its nature. It com- 
mences distinctly after the 1st sound and impulse of the heart ; 
the to and the fro friction bruits follow each other rapidly, with a 
very short interval, which corresponds with the beginning of the 
2d sound of the heart ; then comes a longer pause, during which 
the first sound is again heard, followed up by the recurrence of 
friction. 

During the existence of pericarditis, many circumstances occur to conceal 
the ordinary sounds of the heart : and when there is any difficulty in distin- 
guishing them in the praecordial space, they should be listened for above the 
base of the heart, in the second intercostal space. 

There are two circumstances which chiefly tend to render friction-sound 
liable to be confounded with other bruits : viz., a scanty secretion of lymph, 
and an abundant secretion of serum. The friction may in either case be 
single ; in the former it is almost always limited to the reflexion of the peri- 
cardial membrane at the origin of the great vessels, and might therefore be 
taken for an aortic murmur; but in addition to the indications derived from 
the other characters enumerated, it is especially to be noted that its position 
and point of greatest distinctness are below, and not above the base ; the very 
opposite is true of an aortic systolic murmur, and an aortic diastolic murmur 
presents other features which are very distinctive. If friction be obscured by 
the presence of serum, the point where it is most likely to be met with is the 
apex ; here, too. in position it is much below the ordinary situation of a mitral 
murmur ; but it is further to be recognized by the circumstance that it is 
much louder when the ribs are depressed at the end of expiration, and may 
be very often rendered temporarily so by simple pressure. 

Friction differs from endocardial murmur in its acoustic properties very 
decidedly, when a well-marked example is compared with the pure bellows- 
sound ; and the student ought to make his ear familiar with their respective 
characters ; but in many cases he must be prepared to And each approximate 
so closely to the other that the character of the sound is not sufficient to de- 
note whether it be formed in the heart or pericardium. 

The best mode of determining whether the rhythm of a double bruit heard 
in the praecordial space differ from or coincide with that of the systole and 
diastole, is to listen above the base of the heart, where pericardial friction 
always becomes inaudible ; when the ear is fully accustomed to the rhythm of 
1st and 2d sounds as there heard, the stethoscope should be immediately 
passed to the point at which the bruit is most distinct; if it be pericardial, 
the ear will at once detect the difference in duration, and the want of harmony 
with that just listened to. 

The discovery of friction may be taken as unmistakable evi- 
dence of the presence of pericarditis, and hence the importance 
of being able clearly to determine its true character. In speak- 
ing of pericarditis (Chap. XXII. § 1), the ordinary correlative 
symptoms will be pointed out ; and while, on the one hand, these 
may be so striking as to leave no doubt in the mind of the ob- 
server that changes in percussion resonance, or in the rhythm 
and intensity of the heart's action, are due to pericarditis when 
friction cannot be detected, yet on the other they may have been 
so slight that but for the presence of friction we should not know 
of the existence of the inflammation at all. The change of fric- 
tion into creaking is far less common in the pericardium than in 
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the pleura ; when such a sound is heard, the principles of its diag- 
nosis are the same as those already given for a single friction- 
bruit, and it will be all the easier because of its creaking charac- 
ter, which is so unlike an endocardial murmur. There is only 
one further question in regard to friction which the observer has 
to determine, in order that his diagnosis of pericarditis may be 
quite certain ; it is that the friction is really in the pericardium, 
and not in the adjacent pleura. Now, the only chance of its 
being in the pleura is, when it is local — to one side, and not in 
front of the heart ; and if the doubt be suggested to the mind, 
its validity can readily be tested by making the patient hold his 
breath ; but it must be remembered that pericardial friction be- 
comes more distinct, or may be only audible when the ribs are 
depressed, and therefore the patient should be taught to hold his 
breath after an expiration, not after an inspiration. 

§ 3. Endocardial Murmurs. — Either sound of the heart may 
be prolonged beyond its ordinary duration, and lose its usual dis- 
tinctness, when the sound is commonly called rough : or they may 
be entirely superseded by a lengthened bruit, which has either a 
character of extreme softness (the true bellows-murmur, or bruit 
de souffle), or that of a very harsh grating noise, or even ap- 
proaches to a musical tone. From the slightest degree of rough- 
ness or prolongation, to the loudest possible bruit, every link is 
filled up by murmurs which glide by insensible gradations into 
each other, and unite the extremes together under one common 
denomination. The essential element in their production is an 
altered relation of the blood to the solid structures, whether by 
change in the one or in the other ; and they are only heard when 
the blood is in motion. They therefore correspond exactly to 
the systole or diastole of the ventricle as the blood is passing out 
of, or into those cavities : they may commence a little before or 
a little after the true time of the natural sound ; they may be 
carried on through the interval of pause, but they cease directly 
when the opposite action comes into play, either to be followed 
by the natural sound to which that gives rise in health, or by a 
bruit corresponding in time to it. 

Their character, as caught by the ear, is always more or less 
blowing, the passage of fluid in this respect offering very close 
analogies to that of air through a constricted aperture. We are 
not sufficiently familiar with the laws of its production to be able 
to deduce from an analysis of the character of the sound the 
exact changes in which it originates, but in general terms it may 
be assumed that when the murmur is very soft the solid parts are 
not very greatly altered, and that when very rough, grating, or 
musical, there is either very considerable constriction, or a semi- 
detached mass floating down the current, and thrown into vibra- 
tion as the blood passes. It is a point of some difficulty to deter- 
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mine when roughness and prolongation ought to be set down as 
only a modification of normal sound — when they ought to be 
regarded as something additional or superadded taking its place ; 
the booming first sound of hypertrophy, and the reduplicated 
second sound of unequal contraction, ought never to be called 
bruit. 

The readiest mode of determining whether the murmur be 
systolic or diastolic is to place the finger where the heart can be 
felt striking on the chest. If the sound commence at a period 
equally distant from each of two impulses, and intermediate be- 
tween them, the sound is diastolic, it ends just before the heart 
strikes on the chest. If, on the contrary, it be nearly coincident 
with the stroke, it is systolic — it commences about the same time 
as the impulse, and ends long before the next stroke is felt. When 
the murmur is systolic, the sound produced by the moving of the 
blood may be either due to alterations in the orifices through 
which it passes, or to changes in the character of the blood itself, 
or to a combination of both. But if a bruit be recognized to be 
diastolic, it may be decided at once that there is valvular imper- 
fection ; and in the majority of instances there is disease of the 
aortic valves, by which blood is allowed to return into the left 
ventricle. 

If we inquire into the mechanism of the circulation, we find that the force 
with which the blood passes from the auricle into the ventricle is much feebler 
than that by which it is propelled into the arteries, and also that the power 
of the left ventricle is very much greater than that of the right; and, inas- 
much as the circulation through the arteries is carried on during the interval 
between one systole and the next by the resiliency or contractile force of the 
vessels, the rebound in the aorta and in the pulmonic artery, in cases of im- 
perfect valves, are each in proportion to the muscular power of their respect- 
ive ventricles. In addition to this, we have the pathological fact that disease 
of the aortic valves is a common occurrence, while disease of the pulmonic 
valves is very rare. During the systole, the ventricles empty themselves of 
blood with a force equal to the contractile power of each muscular wall ; and 
the vibration of the particles of blood thus produced, when its relative pro- 
portions deviate from those of health, become audible, even when there is no 
unusual obstruction to the current. During the diastole, again, the ventricles 
are filled ; and when there is no alteration of texture in the cardiac aper- 
tures, no change of quality in the blood is ever sufficient to develop audible 
vibrations, since the movement is caused only by the feeble contractions of 
the auricles. When the auriculo-ventricular aperture is very much altered by 
disease, especially if the vibratory power of the blood be at the same time 
increased by anaemia, a diastolic bruit is sometimes produced on the left side 
of the heart ; on the right side it has never been recognized. When, again, 
the aortic valves close imperfectly during the diastole, the ventricle is partly 
filled from this source also ; and the force with which the resiliency of the 
artery drives it back against the roughened or imperfect valves, and still more 
the circumstances of its meeting with the current from the mitral valve in an 
opposite direction, is quite sufficient to produce audible vibration. The very 
same circumstance might happen on the right side of the heart, but I am not 
aware that it has ever been recorded ; and the smaller amount of contractile 
force in the pulmonary artery, as well as the rarity of disease of the pulmonic 
valves, would lead us to expect that the event should be a very rare one. 
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A. Diastolic Murmurs. — When a diastolic murmur is recog- 
nized, we have really, in practice, only to determine whether it 
be aortic or mitral. 

a. The probabilities are much in favor of the former, consider- 
ing the relative frequency of each. 

b. Mitral diastolic murmur, as it presupposes very considerable 
change in texture in the valve, cannot, one would imagine, exis't 
without a mitral murmur also accompanying the systole : this is 
not necessarily the case in patency of the aortic valves. 

c. The position at which each is heard in its greatest intensity, 
and the direction in which it is prolonged, are distinct, though 
not differing so greatly as to form such a ready means of diagnosis 
as might be d priori expected. 

d. Further evidence of insufficiency of the aortic valves, if this 
be presumed to be the cause of murmur, is to be obtained from 
the character of the pulse, which seems to be left almost empty 
by the blood falling back upon the heart after each stroke, and 
again filling the artery with a jerk. 

The aortic diastolic is, in fact, a murmur of regurgitation, while the mitral 
is not ; and this would of itself, apart from the consideration of force, explain 
the different frequency of each : for it is not necessary that there be any 
roughness or constriction of the aortic valves ; a smooth aperture left by tear- 
ing or ulceration of a valve which permits regurgitation, when the recoil of 
the blood follows the systole, of necessity causes a diastolic murmur by en- 
countering the opposing current of the blood. Hence, a systolic bruit at the 
aortic valves is not always to be heard when a diastolic one is present, as I 
believe is unavoidable at the mitral orifice. With this, too, is closely con- 
nected the fact that the position at which the sound is heard in its greatest 
intensity is not so different as might be supposed. In some cases, no doubt, 
the blood is set into vibration, as it passes the roughened or constricted valves 
in its backward course ; but in other instances the vibration only begins when 
it meets the current from the auricle : in the one case it can be traced for 
several inches in a slanting direction, from the root of the aorta towards the 
apex, of pretty nearly equal intensity throughout ; in the other, while the 
direction remains the same, the length may be diminished to about an inch 
near the centre of the heart. The mitral diastolic murmur reaches to about 
the same point, and will be readily understood how difficult it must be to 
determine a difference in direction, although nearly at right angles to each 
other, when the whole extent in each case does not exceed an inch. There 
is, however, one point characteristic of the mitral diastolic murmur; the vibra- 
tion is produced at the valve itself, and the sound is always heard in greatest 
intensity there, and diminishes in distinctness as it passes across towards the 
sternum to meet the line of the aortic diastolic murmur ; such a circumstance, 
without the hammering pulse, would be to my mind sufficient for the diagnosis. 
On the other hand, a hammering pulse would very probably decide in favor 
of insufficiency of the aortic valves, even when the loudest sound seemed to 
be nearest to the apex. 

B. Systolic Murmurs. — The first question for consideration with 
regard to a murmur of this class is whether it be formed at the 
apex or at the base of the heart ; and this is to be determined by 
the relation of its point of greatest intensity to the outline of the 
organ given by percussion, and the position of the apex-beat. A 
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very moderate degree of care in making the examination is gene- 
rally sufficient to determine this point, which can only be rendered 
doubtful when there is no special locality where the intensity is 
greater than elsewhere. 

1. Systolic Murmurs at the Apex. — Commencing at the centre 
of the heart, we listen to the quality and rhythm of the sounds 
heard there, and move the stethoscope gradually downwards and 
outwards : the 1st sound will have lost its distinctness, and will 
present a character of roughness at the centre, which becomes a 
decided bruit at the apex. 

a. When the bruit is dependent on imperfect closure of a valve, 
the ear generally detects a spot of limited dimensions at which 
the murmur is much more distinct than elsewhere — the rough- 
ness of the 1st sound passes suddenly into loud bruit. 

b. This point of greatest intensity varies somewhat from un- 
known causes. In insufficiency of the mitral valve, it is to be 
found most commonly on a level with the apex, about an inch 
nearer to the sternum ; and next in frequency, about an inch 
above the apex-beat, near to the nipple ; less commonly some- 
where between those points. 

c. "When the murmur is heard in greatest intensity consider- 
ably to the right of the apex-beat, or at the end of the ensiform 
cartilage, we may suspect that it is due to imperfection of the 
tricuspid valve ; but this sound is less local, and therefore less 
certain. 

d. If the murmur, though decidedly more distinct towards the 
apex than at the centre of the heart, present no local point of 
greatest intensity, we may still conclude that it is a valvular sound 
if the heart be increased in size, and, in all probability, a mitral 
murmur. 

e. Occasionally, mere changes in the quality of the blood pro- 
duce a murmur which is audible over the centre of the heart, but 
seems to become more distinct towards the apex. It is therefore 
necessary, in such cases, to study the history and symptoms with 
care, in order that our diagnosis may not be at variance with 
some particular indication which has been overlooked. 

2. Systolic Murmurs at the Base. — Proceeding in the same man- 
ner from the centre of the heart, the murmur becomes louder and 
more distinct as we travel upwards ; but the ear seldom comes 
upon a point where its intensity is so suddenly increased as at the 
apex. Here it is that bruits dependent solely on blood-changes 
are most commonly found ; and it is sometimes a matter of great 
difficulty to determine whether there be any structural alteration 
or not. 

a. When a diastolic bruit is also heard, there is necessarily 
valvular disease, and, as we have already mentioned, probably 
disease of the aortic valves. 
20 



298 EXAMINATION OF THE HEART. 

b. If there be evidence of enlargement of the heart, the bruit 
is also almost certainly dependent on disease of the aortic valves, 
or root of the aorta. It must, however, be clearly made out that 
it is real hypertrophy and not mere nervous excitement. 

c. A murmur which can be distinctly localized at the base of 
the heart, and is only faintly audible, or cannot be heard at all 
above the third rib, is probably due to disease of the valves ; one 
which is diffuse and. cannot be readily localized within the limits 
of the prsecordial dulness, is more likely to be caused by altered 
blood. 

d. A murmur which can be traced from below the third car- 
tilage on the left side to the second interspace on the right, is 
generated in the aorta ; one heard most distinctly in the second 
interspace on the left side, is probably produced in the pulmonary 
artery. In the one case there may be disease of the valve, in the 
other there is probably only change in the character of the blood. 

e. When there is any suspicion of disease, the history and 
general symptoms must be carefully inquired into : an anaemic 
state may account for the existence of a murmur, and, under all 
circumstances, necessarily increases its intensity. 

Some authors distinguish pre-systolic and post-systolic murmurs from such 
as may more properly be called systolic. The names are ill chosen, and apt 
to convey a wrong impression, and the division is too minute to be followed 
by the student; but the possibility of some variation in the time of their 
commencement should be remembered, so as not to confound a systolic mur- 
mur, which does not exactly coincide with the apex-beat, with a diastolic one. 
The one ends at or near to the time of the beat, the other begins then, and 
ends long before the heart can be again felt impinging on the ribs. 

As a general rule, blood-sounds are characterized by great softness : and a 
whizzing, grating, or musical noise may be safely concluded to depend on 
some valvular defect. 

Local distinctness is one of the best distinguishing features of mitral insuf- 
ficiency. It is to be traced when no hypertrophy of the organ is present, and 
very commonly coincides with a history of rheumatic fever. Irregular action, 
feebleness of pulse, congestion of the lungs, &c, leave no doubt as to the 
regurgitation of the blood through the mitral orifice when the position of the 
murmur is doubtful, and may even be sufficient to prove this condition when 
no murmur can be heard at all. It is not necessary to go into the further 
question whether the imperfect closure of the valve depend upon alteration 
in its own texture preventing the edges from accurately adapting themselves 
to each other, or upon changes in relation between the size of the cavity and 
aperture, and of the membranous valve, or of the length of the cordae ten- 
dineae; though each of these causes may give rise to mitral insufficiency. 

An anaemic murmur is very seldom to be traced in greater intensity towards 
the apex, but that it is so occasionally is quite certain ; and the fact must not 
be forgotten. The general indications which would confirm the opinion that 
it was due to blood-change only, are that the patient is young, and has never 
had rheumatic fever, and that the aspect is decidedly anaemic — blood passing 
backwards through the mitral valve tends to produce blueness of skiu, from 
obstruction to the circulation in the lungs : a bruit in the carotid artery or in 
the jugular vein, when none can be traced at the base of the heart, is also a 
valuable indication : the pulse in such circumstances is not at all deficient in 
power, but it may not be perceptibly so, even with decided mitral insufficiency, 
when regurgitation takes places only to a small extent. It may be suggested, 
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in explanation of this form of blood-murmur, that the vibration is excited by 
the friction of the particles against the columnae carnae when the blood is in 
such a condition that it can be readily produced, and that it is heard with 
greater intensity towards the apex only because the base of the heart and 
the great vessels were deeply covered by lung-tissue, and the apex compara- 
tively exposed in the particular instances in which it has been noticed ; and 
this is the more probable, because it very generally varies in position and 
intensity from day to day. 

Tricuspid regurgitation seems to be a very common condition, and is very 
rarely indicated by the presence of a bruit. This is to be explained no doubt 
by the minor force of the right ventricle; and it is therefore only in conditions 
of very decided disease that a tricuspid systolic murmur is met with : such 
cases, pathologists know to be very much rarer than corresponding disease of 
the mitral valve. 

At the base of the heart bruits are so often dependent on blood-changes, 
that the diagnosis can rarely be made with any approach to certainty from 
the character and position of the murmur itself: and we therefore look in 
the first instance to the aspect of the patient, the history of the case, and the 
evidence of disease of the heart from diastolic murmur or hypertrophy, to aid 
in the determination. In no case perhaps is error more liable to be committed 
than in mistaking nervous excitement for hypertrophy, and deciding that there- 
fore the bruit heard is an indication of valvular disease. 

In speaking of chronic blood-ailments (Chap. VIII., \ 4) those circum- 
stances were mentioned in detail in which an anaemic bruit is probably to be 
heard ; and it was there stated that, as the cause of the production of sound 
is in the blood itself, the motion among its particles caused by its passage 
through the healthy heart is sufficient to excite the vibration, and that the 
point at which the bruit is heard in its greatest intensity is only that which 
is most superficial ; but that, as a general rule, it tends to be diffuse, and is 
audible over a large surface. In the majority of cases, a systolic murmur at 
the base heard relatively louder over the second interspace on the right side 
of the sternum, indicates disease of the aortic valves, while one relatively 
louder in the same interspace on the left side, directly over the base of the 
heart, or, extending towards the left shoulder, is only a blood-sound : a local 
bruit in the third interspace on the left side, which is not propagated in either 
direction, is most commonly caused by valvular disease. 

As the rationale of 'these rules, the following considerations may be sug- 
gested. Bruits are all heard more loudly over an interspace than over the 
rib immediately above or below : the third interspace on the left side is that 
in which the sound actually produced at the valve is best heard ; and for all 
practical purposes we may for the present disregard disease of the pulmonic 
valves altogether, and assume that the question lies between disease of the 
aortic valves and anaemia. True valvular sound is therefore necessarily heard 
best, unless the heart be much enlarged upwards, in the third interspace ; and 
it may possibly not be propagated to any distance beyond, but heard there 
only : if, on the other hand, any anaemia be present as well as disease of the 
valve, the sound will be propagated along the aorta, not along the pulmonary 
artery ; and therefore it will be relatively loudest on the right side above the 
third rib, though not so loud there as where it is actually produced. The 
case of a simple anaemic bruit is quite different : there is no distinct point in 
the course of its passage through the heart where the blood is thrown into 
vibration, but wherever vibration occurs, the sound is produced: practically 
the pulmonary artery is most superficial, and therefore, though it can be 
heard in the aorta, the bruit is relatively louder in the pulmonary artery, and 
consequently at that interspace where in very thin persons this artery may be 
often felt pulsating ; the second on the left side. 

In consequence of the statement here made, it will be seen that proof of the 
actual existence of anaemia, whiffing sounds in the arteries, " bruit de diable" 
in the jugular veins, &c, although it throw some doubt over the probability 
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of true valvular murmur, must not be assumed to disprove it altogether. It 
is probable that when a valvular bruit is distinctly propagated along the 
artery, there is almost always some degree of anaemia to account for it ; and 
that the really valuable indication is that there is a point at which the vibra- 
tion commences, while its propagation along one vessel or the other is of minor 
importance ; because, although it be true that a pulmonic valve murmur is 
exceedingly rare, the principles of diagnosis must recognize its possibility, 
and endeavor to prove its presence or absence. Such a murmur is very likely 
to be propagated along the pulmonary artery ; and here, again, the only valu- 
able indication would be the existence of a point somewhere below the third 
rib, probably very close to or under the sternum, from whence the vibration 
commences. If any one will take the trouble to listen to the sound heard in 
the carotid arteries in a few instances of acknowledged disease of the aortic 
valves, he will very quickly find that the propagation of the bruit depends on 
something else than the diseased valve which produces it, as the intensity of 
the bruit in the one situation bears no constant relation to its loudness in the 
other. This subject has been mentioned at some length, because the direction 
which the sound takes is often alluded to as the great indication in diagnosis. 

An inquiry into the means of distinguishing between a blood- 
sound and a valvular murmur is necessarily somewhat compli- 
cated ; and yet it may become of very considerable importance 
when, for example, in watching a case of acute rheumatism, we 
have to determine whether a bruit of some sort indicate the super- 
vention and endocarditis. The rules which maybe laid down as 
the most valuable for the guidance of the student in such a case 
are the following : 1. To observe the point of its greatest intensity 
with reference to the three principal positions referred to, (a) the 
apex, (b) the base at the third left interspace, (c) above the base 
at the second left interspace. 2. To ascertain in how far at the 
points (a) and (b) it is capable of distinct localization. 3. If its 
character be, on the contrary, at all diffuse, to observe whether it 
can be traced towards or across the sternum or towards the 
shoulder. 4. To watch, from day to day, whether there be any 
variation in intensity at different points. 

In addition to these considerations, account must be taken of 
the past history of the case, as it may show the possibility of pre- 
vious disease ; as well as of the present condition of the circula- 
tion, as it may indicate such an amount of excitement as must of 
necessity exist when endocardial inflammation is going on, or such 
a state of quiescence as is incompatible with it. Nor is it to be 
forgotten that bruit is produced in many cases of thoracic aneu- 
rism, and that these have to be separated by their position before 
the sound is taken as an indication of disease of the valves. 
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CHAPTEE XXII. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

History and Symptoms — Acute and Chronic Disease — their Com- 
mencement often Obscure. — § 1. Pericarditis — its Signs and 
Symptoms — § 2. Endocarditis — its Signs and Symptoms — Sources 
of Fallacy — the Origin of Cardiac Inflammation in Rheumatic 
Fever — § 3. Hypertrophy — its Indications — its Causes — § 4. 
Dilatation — the Flabby or Fatty Heart — Association with Hy- 
pertrophy — § 5. Valvular Lesion — with and without Bruit — 
Mechanism of the Circulation — Production of Murmurs — other 
Indications — Obscure Cases — Causes of Disease of the Heart — 
Associations. 

The history of the various conditions of disease of the heart 
must of necessity present extreme contrasts, as they are calculated 
to interfere very greatly or not at all with the general comfort 
and well-being of the patient. Commencing as some do in the 
most gradual and imperceptible manner, a long period elapses in 
their history during which they are utterly unsuspected by the 
patient, and may be only casually discovered by the physician : 
by-and-by they begin to interfere with the circulation, and conse- 
quently with the breathing, and the patient becomes short-winded, 
or, as he supposes, asthmatic ; and then an educated practitioner 
readily traces the true cause of the symptoms. In another set of 
cases a sudden strain is put upon the diseased organ, which over- 
powers its imperfect action, hitherto unrecognized, and irregular 
contraction, labored movement, and impeded circulation at once 
develop themselves, and are assumed to be the commencement of 
disease in the narrative of the patient. Not unlike these last are 
a few rare cases, in which the strain has been so great as to rup- 
ture some part of the delicate mechanism in states of perfect 
health, and to have been in reality the beginning of the disease. 
In yet another class we are able to trace the history of inflamma- 
tory action by pain and dyspnoea in recent cases, or by the account 
of circumstances likely to have excited it, in those of long stand- 
ing, and by the continuance of disordered function since the pri- 
mary ailment. 

We thus divide the cases naturally into the acute and chronic 
diseases of the heart ; the one forming only a very small section, 
exceedingly limited as to the causes of their existence ; the other 
embracing by far the larger number of cases, which can be traced 
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back either to partial recovery from an acute attack, or to a variety 
of other causes, some of which are very vague and ill-defined. 

Among the acute cases we find pain or dyspnoea not unfre- 
quently present ; among the chronic they are unusual, at least as 
a permanent condition, and when met with, sometimes assume the 
characters which have been ascribed to angina pectoris. (Chap. 
XVI. § 4.) The dyspnoea of inflammation may be spoken of 
rather as a catching in the breathing, or feeling of anxiety con- 
nected with it ; that of chronic disease is more decidedly what 
patients call " shortness of breath," felt in running, in going up 
stairs, &c. The character of the pulse of course very often offers 
direct evidence of disease of the heart : and, in addition to this, 
the presence or history of rheumatic fever, of inflammation of the 
pleura, of disease of the kidney and of dropsy, as the more con- 
stant associations of acute or chronic disease of the heart, are each 
to be viewed in the light of symptoms, or at least indications of 
its presence. Among them all, that which leads most frequently 
to the detection of cardiac inflammation is the presence of acute 
rheumatism. 

§ 1. Pericarditis. — If any of the signs of those diseases just 
mentioned as being associated with cardiac inflammation be pre- 
sented to our observation, and if, on examination of the heart, 
pericardial friction be made out, there can be no doubt that peri- 
carditis exists : other indications of inflammatory action will not 
be wanting, but here there is less need for the evidence of corre- 
lative symptoms than in other cases. When friction- sound is 
absent, it may be annulled either by the presence of fluid, or by 
universal adhesion ; in either case, the general symptoms must 
be decided before we can be warranted in pronouncing such a 
diagnosis. Along with these, not in opposition to them, we shall 
find in the former very extended dulness, especially in an upward 
direction, and, as usually described, assuming somewhat of a pear- 
shaped form ; undulatory movement may sometimes be visible 
over the precordial space, while the heart's action is excited ; 
labored, or irregular, and the apex-beat somewhat elevated ; the 
ordinary sounds of the heart are distant and indistinct over the 
position of percussion dulness, becoming louder and more natural 
above the space occupied by the fluid ; tenderness over the pre- 
cordial space, pain, and dyspnoea, and great distress from any 
sudden movement, are also met with in such cases. On the other 
hand, when the surfaces are agglutinated together, the evidence 
is more obscure ; perhaps the most important points, when taken 
in connection with the general symptoms, are persistently per- 
verted rhythm with nothing else to account for it, and a certain 
degree of obscurity of sounds, accompanied by increased and 
excited action. When along with these there are also praacordial 
pain, distress or anxiety, and dyspnoea, the diagnosis may be 
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pretty certain in a case of acute rheumatism or severe pleurisy, 
where pericarditis is to be looked for but can never be relied on 
when there is nothing else to guide us to it. 

In the early stage, excited action, altered rhythm, and creaking 
noise before friction is established, should prepare us for its ap- 
pearance, especially if pain occur in the course of rheumatism, 
pleurisy, or albuminuria. In the latter disease, the plastic exuda- 
tion is generally much less, the tendency to pour out fluid much 
greater. 

In the course of pericarditis we must be prepared for the occur- 
rence of pleurisy, and in inflammation of the pleura for its attack- 
ing the pericardium. When the friction occurs in the immediate 
vicinity of the heart, it may be difficult to say by which mem- 
brane the sound is produced ; because even when the breath is 
held, the impulse of the heart may cause pleuritic friction. Gene- 
rally the diagnosis is not difficult, and, besides, it is not of very 
great importance. 

The student must refer to the last chapter for the distinguishing characters 
of friction. His attention must, however, be especially called to two points in 
regard to the diagnosis of pericarditis, a. All double bruits are not friction. 
b. Friction may exist as a single sound. Independently of such considerations 
as its loudness, distinctness, rubbing character, superficial position, &c, which 
can only be learnt by the habit of constant observation, and are never tho- 
roughly trustworthy, the best and safest indication is to be obtained from 
comparing the rhythm of the sounds heard over the arch of the aorta, beyond 
the pericardial sac, with that of the bruit wherever heard most distinctly. An 
endocardial murmur when double, corresponds in time to the 1st and 2d sounds 
heard over the arch, while friction does not : a single murmur when anomalous 
in time is most likely to be pericardial ; if endocardial, it would correspond 
either to the systole or the diastole. 

§ 2. Endocarditis. — The presence of an endocardial murmur is 
not decisive of endocarditis ; for it may be of long standing, or it 
may be merely functional. Excitement of the heart's action, per- 
sistent and not arising from some temporary cause, as well as 
febrile disturbance and cardiac anxiety, must be present to render 
the diagnosis certain ; indeed, in affection of the mitral valve, 
these symptoms may for some days precede the development of 
the murmur. And in old standing disease, where a murmur 
already exists, their occurrence may lead to a well-grounded 
suspicion of fresh inflammatory action and exudation, especially 
during the existence of rheumatism. Of murmurs developed 
under observation, the most important is that indicative of mitral 
disease, and next, that already described as found at the base of 
the heart, of local character, and inclining towards the right side 
of the sternum. When general symptoms are wanting, and the 
heart is quiet, a systolic murmur at the base, diffuse in character 
or one heard best above the third rib, may be generally disre- 
garded : in cases of doubt it is, however, safer to act on the suspi- 
cion of endocarditis. Its incursion has been most frequently 
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recognized while watching the heart in cases of rheumatic fever, 
but its existence must not be supposed to be limited to that dis- 
ease, and in a large number of instances I doubt not endocarditis 
has been assumed when, in fact, the valvular disease had been 
developed in a previous attack. 

The murmur at the base, at first developed by the presence of a few adher- 
ing vegetations, is of course very local, and indeed amounts to little more 
than a roughness of the 1st sound at the third interspace. The murmur at 
the apex, again, cannot be produced until the deposit is of considerable 
amount; for, as we have already seen, the contraction of the auricle has not 
sufficient force to develop a murmur during the ventricular diastole except 
in rare instances, while a systolic mitral murmur necessarily implies mitral 
insufficiency: it is consequently preceded by no changes, but appears 
suddenly, as soon as the lymph on the valves prevents their perfect adapta- 
tion. In neither case, therefore, does the stethoscope afford us very sure 
means of diagnosis in the early stage of endocarditis : the modification of 
sound at the base is the earliest when the aortic valves suffer ; but it is in 
some measure obscure and uncertain, from the possibility of blood-change in 
rheumatism, and practically the aortic valves are not involved so soon as the 
mitral. Hence it is important to view general symptoms, and to anticipate 
the appearanre of the physical signs, which come too late to be of much 
service. 

In the progress of rheumatic fever it is the duty of the medical 
attendant to examine the condition of the heart at every visit. ]STo 
fact is better established than the association of cardiac inflamma- 
tion with this disease ; and if remedies can avail, the time for 
their employment is at the first inroad of the inflammatory action ; 
the organ once spoiled is seldom restored to a perfectly healthy 
state : it is perhaps therefore not out of place to say a few words 
upon the subject of the precursory or premonitory phenomena, 
as they may be called. It would appear that when the perspira- 
tion is less abundant, and less sour-smelling, when the skin is 
dry and the odor rancid, the liability to cardiac complication is 
greater. _ The pulse is sharper and firmer, the heart itself becomes 
excited, its systole is sharp and shrill, and its impulse against the 
chest more perceptible, when there is any tendency to inflamma- 
tion of that organ : but this excitement may be calmed, and no 
further change observed. Next we find that there is some altera- 
tion in rhythm ; the 1st sound seems to be shorter, and the 1st 
interval longer than in health ; at least there is a notable change 
m the proportionate duration of the 1st and 2d sounds and the 
1st and 2d intervals ; this, too, may subside, but is very liable to 
be followed by more decided evidence of inflammation. Pain or 
dyspnoea may occur before friction or bruit of any kind, but they 
seldom precede the other indications, and ought not to be the 
first suggestion of cardiac complication. If after the changes 
just spoken of, a slight creaking be heard, we may be sure peri- 
cardial friction is just about to show itself; if a slight rough- 
ness of the 1st sound at the base, that endocardial murmur will 
soon be detected. 
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Not unfrequently the cardiac affection and the consequent 
changes in the sounds of the heart, have been developed before 
the patient comes under observation ; and it is important to be 
able to determine what is the exact condition of the organ at the 
time of examination. The following rules may be laid down for 
the guidance of the student : — 

a. When pericardial friction exists, the case is clearly one of 
pericarditis. 

b. When an endocardial murmur is present, it is well to inquire 
whether the patient have ever previously suffered from rheuma- 
tism, or have had any symptoms of disease of the heart before 
his present attack. 

c. A systolic, aortic, or mitral murmur, as already described, 
found in a first attack of acute rheumatism, with no evidence of 
enlargement or irregular action, is very probably the result of 
recent endocarditis. 

d. A murmur heard on the first examination of the heart in a 
second or third attack of acute rheumatism, or along with en- 
largement and irregular action, or when there is a history of pre- 
vious palpitation, dyspnoea, or dropsy, is not to be regarded as 
evidence of endocarditis, which can only be inferred from con- 
comitant symptoms. 

e. When pain and dyspnoea are complained of, and yet no mor- 
bid sound can be detected, the pericardium may be full of fluid. 
In such circumstances it will be observed that the natural 
sounds of the heart are obscure and distant in the prsecordial 
region, but become clear and distinct above the base of the heart ; 
the dulness is manifestly extended, especially upwards, and it£ 
pyriform shape may perhaps be made out, or undulatory move- 
ment may be seen. The action of the heart is excited and in- 
creased, or irregular ; and this forms a striking contrast to the 
weakness of the sounds. 

/. In rare cases, universal adhesion of the pericardium may 
have annulled the friction-sound. This circumstance is to be 
borne in mind when the evidence of previous inflammation is 
distinct and the sounds of the heart are modified in a way that 
we cannot otherwise account for, especially when there is persistent 
alteration in rhythm. There is probably no combination of signs 
specially diagnostic of the condition here referred to. 

The distinction between endocarditis and old valvular murmur is very con- 
stantly lost sight of; without any further question, a bruit is at once held to 
be conclusive evidence of inflammation. This is a very grave error in diag- 
nosis, because, as we regard pericarditis and endocarditis as something differ- 
ent from the blood-change of rheumatic fever, and as of much more serious 
import to the patient's health and life, we are justified in disregarding the 
rheumatism, and trying at all hazards to save the central organ from damage ; 
but such treatment is never to be adopted without reason, and is calculated 
to be injurious when based on a mistaken view of the case. At the same 
time it is to be borne in mind that a valve once thickened by inflammatory 
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actioD shows a remarkable proclivity to future attacks, and at a post-mortem 
examination often exhibits fringes of fresh lymph, when the symptoms during 
life were scarcely such as would have justified, even if they had suggested, the 
diagnosis of endocarditis. 

The harmony of general symptoms and physical signs has been much in- 
sisted on in the preceding pages, because the blood-change that occurs in 
association with what we call rheumatic fever is unquestionably one that 
tends towards anaemia, as is proved by the development of blood-sounds during 
its continuance, which were not heard previously — a circumstance not observed 
in true inflammations, as the term is generally understood. To apply deple- 
tory measures when an anaemic murmur is heard, is surely what no experience 
would justify or recommend. 

The most'trustworthy indications of the liability to inflammation, or of its 
actual existence, are to be found in altered rhythm and persistent excitement, 
if by this term we understand something different from increased action. It 
is that which is found in its simplest form in nervous palpitation ; and the 
student should make himself familiar as soon as possible with the difference, 
which is by no means difficult to recognize, between the character of the 
sounds as they are heard in the excitement of nervous palpitation, the in- 
creased action of hypertrophy, and the quickened movement of fevers and 
inflammations of other organs. 

Not less important are pain and dyspnoea ; but they are often absent, and 
may be both dependent simply on rheumatism of the intercostal muscles, or 
even perhaps of the diaphragm. Tenderness between the ribs, pain aggra- 
vated by movement, or felt over an extensive surface, and the absence of signs 
of cardiac inflammation, are the evidences on which we base our conclusion 
that intercostal rheumatism is the cause of the difficult or painful respiration. 
On the other hand, we must be careful to observe that the tenderness is not 
really in the pericardium, when it is increased by pressure. 

It may seem scarcely possible that enlargement of the heart should be mis- 
taken for pericardial effusion ; but there is a certain similarity when the cavi- 
ties are greatly dilated without thickening of the walls. The simulation of 
undulatory movement has been already mentioned, and the error has been 
due to this circumstance, attended as it necessarily is with increased dulness 
on percussion. The difficulty can only arise when along with the dilatation 
the sounds are obscured by the existence of valvular murmur, and especially 
when heard both at base and apex ; in such a case, when pain is complained 
of, or dyspnoea has been recently increased, and any of those conditions are 
present which may act as causes of pericarditis, the doubt will occur to every 
observant mind. The quasi-undulatory movement, however, will not long de- 
ceive any one of much experience — though analogous, it is in reality different; 
but, in addition to this, a very safe guide is to be found in the circumstance 
that the presence of fluid diminishes the distinctness with which sounds are 
transmitted to the ear, and that above the region of the dulness the sounds 
of the heart, whether marked by bruit or not, are heard with much greater 
distinctness than anywhere in the praecordial space; and this is something 
quite distinct from the difference between the intensity of a bruit as ordinarily 
made out in the one or in the other situation. For it is to be remembered 
that we are supposing an advanced stage of pericarditis, and that if there be 
not much fluid, there must be friction ; if there be much effusion, the bruit or 
the natural sound can only be heard as distant and obscure. 

§ 3. Hypertrophy. — Increased dulness on percussion, heaving 
impulse, sounds muffled and indistinct though usually loud, a 
full, firm pulse, and generally throbbing of the arteries, indicate 
simple hypertrophy : the heart's action is not irregular. Such a 
condition, however, is one of comparative rarity ; the increase of 
muscular power only results from the preservative action of na- 
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ture, because some extraordinary demand has been made upon 
it ; and the cause usually resolves itself into some obstruction to 
the circulation, and the evidence of this condition tends to obscure 
that of the hypertrophy : the sounds may be altered by the pre- 
sence of a bruit, the pulse may be weak from mitral insufficiency, 
and the action may be irregular from accompanying dilatation. 
It is only when the heart has attained considerable size that this 
lesion becomes of much importance ; and it is then chiefly to be 
regarded as an index, more or less distinct, of the severity of 
those conditions with which it is associated. 

On the left side of the heart it is much more common than on the right, 
and this as a necessary result of the primary diseases from which it is derived. 
Its simplest form is produced by degeneration of the coats of the artery, and 
by Bright's disease of the kidney ; and it is very constantly found after in- 
flammation and atheromatous disease of the valves, or partial adhesions of the 
pericardium ; all of these especially affect the left side. On the right, the 
chief cause of hypertrophy seems to be the impediment offered to the pul- 
monary circulation by an emphysematous condition of lung. 

§ 4. Dilatation. — Increased dulness without heaving impulse, 
a quasi-undulatory movement, and irregular action ; sharp, shrill, 
or feeble, and flapping sounds : a soft, weak pulse, with general 
dyspnoea and depression, indicate a dilated heart. Its signs and 
symptoms are those of enfeebled power, and hence they have 
close analogy with those produced by what used to be called a 
flabby, now very generally believed to be a fatty heart ; the in- 
creased dulness and the undulatory movement are of course ab- 
sent when there is no dilatation. These are the conditions most 
commonly associated with the pain and distress of angina pec- 
toris, and its allied spasms. 

The diagnosis of fatty heart derives much confirmation from observing a 
premature development of the arcus senilis, because the tendency to fatty 
degeneration in one tissue is not improbably associated with the same ten- 
dency in others ; but it is rather to be inferred from the pathological fact that 
simple dilatation is exceedingly rare, and consequently when we cannot dis- 
cover any cause for the symptoms of enfeebled power, we suspect fatty de- 
generation. Dilatation without degeneration belongs especially to aortic 
regurgitation, mitral insufficiency, and completely adherent pericardium. The 
valvular lesions produce complications which have yet to be noticed ; the 
pericardial adherence tends to increase the appearance of undulatory movement. 
In a large number of cases more or less hypertrophy accompanies the dila- 
tation, and thus the physical signs become infinitely varied ; I believe that 
irregularity of action, accompanying evidence of enlargement, may be almost 
always taken as an indication of the presence of some degree of dilatation. 

§ 5. Valvular Lesion. — This form of disease is that which is 
essentially associated with endocardial murmur ; but as, in speak- 
ing of the murmur, it has been shown how it may be produced 
without alteration of the structure of the valves, so here it is to 
be remembered that valvular lesion may be found after death, 
which has not been discovered by the presence of a bruit during 
life. Our inquiry must, therefore, not be limited to the use of 
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the stethoscope; we must ascertain the previous existence of 
rheumatism, or the coincidence of ailments with which we know 
that disease of the heart is more or less constantly associated: 
among these one of the most frequent is dropsy, and, as a general 
rule, it may be said that, when not produced by albuminuria, it 
is seldom found with any disease of the heart of which valvular 
imperfection is not a prominent feature. Probably, in the first 
instance, valvular lesion always gives rise to bruit : it is when the 
circulation becomes laborious and irregular that the murmur is 
lost or indistinct, and then the evidence of disease is so clear that 
it is quite unnecessary as a confirmation, and its value only con- 
sists in its giving an explanation of the circumstances which have 
led to the advanced changes of which other indications have ren- 
dered us cognizant. 

In diagnosis we have, therefore, to do with the fact of imperfect 
closure of the valves under two aspects. In its first appearance, prior 
to other changes, when we may be called upon to determine how it 
is likely to affect the duration of life or the enjoyment of health, 
when the presence of the bruit is the only evidence of disease ; 
and, at a later period, when very considerable alteration of mus- 
cular structure has taken place, and the imperfection of the valve, 
•though in truth the cause of these changes, may or may not be 
revealed by any actual murmur ; in the latter, as in the former, 
there are many important questions with reference to the prog- 
nosis and treatment, with which diagnosis has not anything fur- 
ther to do than in establishing the fact. 

With reference to the first class of cases, the student has to 
remember the. three forms of endocardial murmur which we found 
to afford the most trustworthy evidence of disease ; (1) a diastolic 
bruit ; (2) a systolic bruit at the apex, of very local character ; 
(3) a systolic bruit at the base, heard loudest below the third rib, 
and relatively louder towards the right side of the sternum, than 
towards the left shoulder. With reference to the second class, the 
existence of a bruit is a pretty certain indication of valvular im- 
perfection ; but this may be due not so much to change in the 
structure of the valve, as to enlargement of the cavities of the 
heart, which has altered the relation naturally existing between 
the size and position of the aperture, and that of the valve which 
is designed to close it. When no bruit is present, we must be 
guided by the general symptoms of the case ; venous congestion 
and a weak pulse, while the heart is acting powerfully, must, for 
example, be taken as conclusive proof of valvular lesion, whether 
we hear a bruit or not. 

At the risk of some repetition, let us for a moment consider the progress of 
the blood through the central organ. It passes onward through the mitral 
valve during the diastole, beginning its movement directly after the shock 
of the apex against the rib ; it is performed slowly and silently, with but little 
force ; and for a diastolic bruit to be produced, there must be very considera- 
ble roughness or change in the form of the orifice, to throw the blood into 
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vibration. An anaemic condition is never sufficient to develop sonorous 
vibrations with a healthy mitral valve. As soon as the systole begins, the 
valve-flaps ought to come together, to prevent any blood from escaping in 
that direction ; and a systolic bruit can only be produced by their imperfect 
closure : but as the force with which the ventricle contracts is considerable, a 
very slight defect is sufficient to produce this regurgitation, which, as it en- 
counters the opposing current, very easily produces a bruit. It is not the rough- 
ness that occasions the murmur in this case, because it is just as distinct when 
the valves cannot close perfectly from any other cause, such as dilatation of the 
heart, when the flaps are too small for the aperture, shortening or rupture of 
any of the chorda? tendineae, &c. Its position is remarkably local, most com- 
monly between the same ribs where the apex-beat is felt, and somewhat nearer 
the sternum ; sometimes in the interspace above : and, though localized to a 
certain extent, by the sound being more readily heard through the interspace, 
still it has a distinctness at one spot which no other endocardial murmur pre- 
sents. From the latter point it is that the diastolic mitral murmur also- pro- 
ceeds ; but it can be traced onwards towards the centre of the heart. 

Following the course of the blood, we find it passing through the ventricle ; 
and now commence the vibrations in anaemic subjects which are heard in the 
praecordial space or in the aorta; next it passes the portal of the aorta, and 
if the valves be roughened or stiff, even healthy blood is thrown into vibration, 
and a bruit is developed which has for its point of greatest intensity the third 
interspace, commencing before the apex impinges against the thorax, and 
terminating after it : if the blood be at all altered by anaemia, this bruit 
crosses the sternum, and can be heard on its right side. As soon as the 
systole is completed, the aortic valves fall backwards and close in health : in 
disease the adaptation may still be perfect, and the 2d sound of the heart dis- 
tinct, though a systolic aortic bruit exist ; but their adaptation may be imper- 
fect, or a perforation may exist; and then the blood, in place of being held 
back by the valves, repasses into the ventricle, in consequence of the pressure 
exerted by the resiliency or contractility of the aorta. It may have to pass 
over stiff and rough valves, and be thrown into vibration as it passes, or it 
may pass through a smooth opening and no bruit be developed at the valve ; 
but it very soon encounters the current entering in the opposite direction 
from the auricle, and vibration must result, and a bruit be formed. A diastolic 
aortic murmur is therefore always audible at the centre, and even onwards to 
near the apex of the heart, increasing in distinctness as we descend ; but it 
may also be traced from the third interspace. 

The blood on its return from the veins next presents exactly similar relations 
to the tricuspid valve on entering the right ventricle and the pulmonic valves 
as it leaves it ; but bruits are very seldom developed on this side of the heart, 
except when caused by blood-change ; and then they are heard much more 
loudly in the pulmonary artery than elsewhere, because at the second inter- 
space is found the most superficial portion of the circuit. We know that 
tricuspid regurgitation often takes place, for we see the pulsation of the 
jugulars corresponding in time to the systole and apex-beat, but it occurs 
without bruit ; and though this result be no doubt partly due to the more 
feeble contractions of the right side, it also depends, in all probability, on the 
construction of the valve being such as to permit this regurgitation for the 
relief of the circulation : bruits at the pulmonic valves, independent of blood- 
change, are necessarily rare, from the comparative infrequency of disease at 
the root of the pulmonary artery. 

We have learnt, then, that a diastolic murmur from the apex 
towards the centre of the heart, indicates very decided mitral 
disease ; one from the base towards the centre, imperfect closure 
of the aortic valves. We have learnt, too, that a systolic murmur, 
of local character and distinctness towards the apex, may be pre- 
sumed to be dependent on disease of the mitral valve in the 
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majority of instances, and that a murmur heard between the 
third and fourth cartilages on the left, traceable over the sternum 
to the interspace between the second and third cartilages on the 
right side of the chest, may probably be dependent on disease 
about the root of the aorta, or the aortic valves ; and the more 
denned and distinct it is, the more likely is this conclusion to be 
true ; the more diffuse and indistinct, the more care must be 
taken before coming to any judgment on the subject. 

For the purposes of diagnosis, the sound is only one element in 
the investigation, which has to be compared with all the others, and 
has to be reconciled with them on rational principles, not by forced 
and overstrained hypotheses. The points to be considered are — 

a. The pulse. (1) It is essentially weak, often irregular, and 
sometimes almost imperceptible in mitral insufficiency. (2) It 
is jerky, thrilling, and hammering in aortic insufficiency. (3) It 
is weak in cases of diastolic murmur produced at the mitral 
valve, because such a condition is necessarily connected with 
mitral insufficiency. (4) If it have at all a thrilling character, 
while also firm and resisting, in cases of systolic murmur at the 
base, the probability of aortic disease is much increased. 

b. The existence of hypertrophy renders the diagnosis of val- 
vular lesion more certain. But we sometimes find that dilatation, 
without corresponding increase in size of the valve-flaps, renders 
them inadequate to close the aperture. When regurgitation, 
therefore, occurs, it is more correct to speak of insufficiency 
than lesion of the valve, although practically that insufficiency 
depends in by far the larger number of instances on actual dis- 
ease of the valve-structure, and is the result of the lesion, whether 
that have originated suddenly in rupture, more slowly in the 
changes consequent on inflammation, or still more slowly in- 
chronic degeneration. 

Shortening of the chordae tendineae sometimes seems to produce an insuffi- 
ciency of the mitral valve, which may last only for a short time. This expla- 
nation has been offered of the mitral murmur of chorea, when it has disap- 
peared as the spasmodic muscular movements have ceased. I have observed 
a similar effect follow on rheumatic pericarditis. An intense mitral murmur 
with evident regurgitation was heard, when the friction sound had ceased for 
some weeks, while the patient continued under observation ; but at the end of 
three or four months, during which no treatment was pursued, it had entirely 
disappeared : the heart's sounds were then found perfectly normal, and only a 
suspicion of an adherent pericardium could be' entertained. 

c. The general aspect and history of the patient serve to indi- 
cate the probability of heart disease on the one hand by capillary 
congestion, or of blood changes on the other, by an appearance of 
anaemia. The indications from the venous circulation are also 
not less valuable than the capillary— jugular pulsation as caused 
by the blood being thrown back at each systole into the veins — 
venous hum as proving the existence of blood -change. 

When the systolic murmur is heard towards the apex, a weak pulse con- 
firms the diagnosis of mitral disease ; a well-filled pulse, though perhaps a 
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very soft one, must lead to grave doubt as to whether the sound depend on 
mitral insufficiency; and if the bruit be diffuse, and the aspect anaemic, the 
rational explanation would seem to be that it is heard there only because of 
some accidental relation between the chest and the organs of circulation, by 
which the sound of vibration of blood is conveyed to the ear better from the 
interior of one of the ventricles than from either of the great vessels. Again, 
if there be no anaemia, but, on the contrary, venous and capillary congestion, 
with jugular pulsation, indicating that the blood is thrown back from the right 
side of the heart, a full pulse might lead us to suspect that the sound was not 
improbably due to disease of the tricuspid valve. 

In the systolic murmur at the base, the history of previous rheumatic fever, 
or of nervous or hysterical symptoms : the complaint of palpitation, or of 
cough and dyspnoea ; and the aspect, whether pallid or florid— help in the 
determination of what is the value of the bruit. Only it must be remembered 
that, begun by actual alteration of the valve, it may be exaggerated by changes 
in the condition of the blood. We should be mistaken in looking always for 
a thrill in the pulse, though this be not unfrequent; because in place of its 
being firm as it generally becomes, in consequence of hypertrophy in very 
marked aortic disease, it may be rendered weak by dilatation or fatty degenera- 
tion : the coexistence of arcus senilis, as already observed, affords some con- 
firmation to the latter hypothesis. 

In decided ansemia we are apt to overlook the actual coexistence of valvular 
lesion. In hypertrophy and dilatation we are apt to assume its presence when 
there is merely imperfect closure and no positive disease : but the latter is of 
much less moment as an error in diagnosis than the former. 

The absence or presence of a hammering pulse may at once decide the ques- 
tion whether a diastolic murmur be produced in the mitral or in the aortic 
valves. 

When a double sound is heard, the history, the pulse, and the aspect of the 
patient ought never to permit the existence of a doubt whether it be endocar- 
dial or exocardial, even in cases in which the character of the sound is not 
sufficient to determine the question ; and here, agaiu, as between a double 
sound produced in the aortic and a double sound produced in the mitral aper- 
ture, the pulse is one of the best aids to forming a correct opinion. 

When all has been done that can be done towards forming an 
accurate diagnosis, many cases will remain in which the judg- 
ment is perplexed and the decision uncertain, many in which the 
conclusion has been absolutely false ; but the mind best trained 
to examining and weighing the facts of each case, and the ear 
most accustomed to discriminate and individualize the sounds, 
will be least frequently in error in obscure cases — will also be 
most often right in those of every day experience, which, even in 
their simplest form present to the careful physician so perplexing 
a problem. We need only here allude to some of those loud 
musical sounds heard at times some distance from the patient, 
which, from their very intensity, cannot be localized at all ; for 
them the stethoscope need not exist, they must be judged of solely 
by general symptoms. Cases, <3n the other hand, occasionally 
present themselves which are too few to be made the basis of any 
diagnostic rules, and yet too curious to be passed over ; these are 
cases in which the arterial and venous currents get mixed through 
some congenital malformation, the circulation of the foetus being 
to a certain extent continued after birth. The blueness of the 
skin, without appreciable obstruction to the respiration, and the 
long continuance of the symptom — its persistence, in fact, from 
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birth, or at least childhood — serve sufficiently to mark them oft' 
as a set of cases standing alone. 

Disease of the mitral valve may be traced in a large number 
of cases to rheumatic fever. This seems to be the point on which 
endocarditis, accompanying that disease, most readily fastens in 
the first instance ; when the first seizure is severe, or subsequent 
attacks occur, the aortic valves are usually also implicated. The 
systolic murmur is so readily produced, "that very slight changes 
in the form of the mitral valve are indicated, though the pulse 
be for a long time scarcely affected, and the circulation undis- 
turbed ; when the change is originally greater, or repeated attacks 
of inflammation have seriously damaged the valve, the circulation 
is impeded, because the whole contents of the ventricle are not 
propelled through the aorta : and the current is, consequently, both 
smaller and weaker ; but, besides this, the blood which escapes 
through the mitral orifice is driven back upon the lungs, produc- 
ing congestion, and giving rise to imperfect oxygenation ; hence 
we have the two symptoms of feeble pulse and dusky complexion. 

In the further progress of disease the left side of the heart 
becomes dilated, and its wall hypertrophied : sometimes the one, 
and sometimes the other condition prevailing, but, as a general 
rule, the dilatation exceeding the hypertrophy. The diastolic 
mitral murmur is usually developed when the hypertrophy is 
greater than the dilatation. The heart's action becomes irregular 
when the dilatation is in excess ; and ultimately tumultuous action 
is brought on by some sudden strain, when the imperfect contrac- 
tions of the ventricle, and the distended condition of the auricle, 
are such that no bruit is produced at all. In these cases the 
mitral disease ma$be entirely overlooked; and if the heart should 
happen to be much overlapped by the lung, so that its increase 
in size is not observed, the irregular action and feeble pulse may 
be set down as the result of degeneration, and the imminent dan- 
ger of the patient unforeseen. 

Disease of the aortic valves is very frequently a slow process, 
analogous to the atheromatous disease of the root of the aorta ; 
the two conditions being, in fact, very often found together : but 
it is also the result of endocardial inflammation, especially when 
associated with mitral disease. Simple roughening, or thickening 
of the valves, such as does not prevent tolerably perfect closure, 
without regurgitation, is not of itself a disease of much moment ; 
but the bruit heard over these valves during the contraction of 
the heart is of much importance from its being an early index of 
the tendency to atheroma: by destroying the elasticity of the aorta, 
this form of degeneration produces hypertrophy, and when affect- 
ing the arteries of the brain, leads to disturbed circulation within 
the cranium, and ultimately to apoplexy. 

The valvular disease comes to be of real importance when re- 
gurgitation is permitted : a permanent obstacle to the complete- 
ness of the circulation is established by a portion of the blood 
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propelled during each systole returning into the cavity ; and to 
counteract this defect t^pertrophy is soon established : but the 
constant and excessive distension during the diastole also produces 
dilatation, and it is in cases of double aortic murmur that the 
largest hearts are usually found. The effect of the afflux and 
reflux of the blood upon the character of the pulse in these cases 
is most striking. Pate/tcy of the valve, while very generally 
dependent on rigidity or irregular form of the flaps interfering 
with their mutual adaptation, is also known as a result of acci- 
dent when one of the valves is torn, or of ulceration: the absence 
of systolic murmur might lead to a suspicion that these last were 
the causes of the diastolic murmur. It very seldoms happens that 
we know that the heart was free from disease before some unusual 
strain, and it is dangerous to conclude from the patient's state- 
ment that rupture has taken place on such an occasion ; in very 
severe disease of the heart, of long standing, the patient is often 
utterly unconscious of its existence till some such event call his 
attention to it. Imperfect closure of the aortic valves is not 
unfrequently caused by dilatation of the vessel, while the valves 
themselves are free from disease. The same dilatation at a more 
distant part of the vessel occurs as aneurism of the arch, which 
is generally attended with hypertrophy, and, to an inexperienced 
observer, may present many of the phenomena of valvular lesion. 

Among the associations of cardiac disease some may be traced to it as 
their cause, more or less remote ; of these, dropsy is perhaps the most fre- 
quent, both in its generic form as anasarca, and as passive effusion into 
various cavities. Bronchitis, or rather bronchorrhoea. results from the ob- 
struction to the pulmonic circulation, giving rise to congestion and oedema of 
the lungs; and, for the same reason, simple bronchitis from exposure is more 
severe in persons with disease of the heart. Haemoptysis occurs in conse- 
quence of more decided congestion or plethora of the pulmonary vessels. 
Epistaxis is perhaps also excited by cardiac, disease. Disordered cerebral 
circulation produces those affections which we have denominated functional 
disturbance of the brain, or may lead to epileptic, and especially to apoplectic 
seizures. Congestion of the liver is often manifested in jaundice; the same 
condition of kidney leads to the transient presence of albumen in the urine. 

Other associations are rather to be regarded as causes of disease of the 
heart ; such as rheumatism, pleurisy, albuminuria, and that form of mal-nutri- 
tion which produces atheroma ; in the former, we expect to find inflammatory 
changes, in the latter, diseases of chronic form ; the one more frequent in 
early°life, the other found at later periods. Similarly all of the forms of car- 
diac disease tend matually to develop each other. Not only does the valvular 
lesion lead to hypertrophy and dilatation, but these, in their turn, serve to 
increase the valvular imperfection. Partial adhesions of the pericardium 
become very often a cause of hypertrophy, while its complete adhesion is more 
commonly followed by dilatation or atrophy. Permanent albuminuria is asso- 
ciated alike with hypertrophy or dilatation, and with degeneration of the 
valves ; but while it seems to be a direct cause of the hypertropy, its asso- 
ciation' with the other forms is rather secondary and concomitant ; it bears, 
however, some very close relations to the inflammatory lesions, pericarditis 
especially being frequently found in the course of Bright's disease. Inflam- 
mation of the pleura is liable to spread to the pericardium, but seldom affects 
the lining membrane or valve3 of the heart. 
21 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

DISEASES OF THE BLOODVESSELS. 

DlV. I. — Diseases of Arteries — Aneurism — § 1. Superficial Aneu- 
rism. — § 2. Thoracic Aneurism — § 3. Abdominal Aneurism. 

DlV. II. — Diseases of Veins — Phlebitis. — § 1. Pysemia — § 2. Phleg- 
masia Dolens — § 3. Capillary Phlebitis. 

Division I. — Diseases of Arteries. 

In pathology we become acquainted with inflammation! of the 
lining membrane of the arteries, but, as yet, it has received no 
clinical history ; its. occurrence is, indeed, so rare, that the obser- 
vation which may associate the history with the post-mortem 
appearances, must be rather a matter of accident than one which 
can be fairly regarded as a subject of study. It is certainly very 
remarkable that the inflammatory action so often observed on the 
valves of the heart, and not unfrequently associated with patches 
of inflammation on the endocardial membrane, should so rarely 
extend to the arteries. 

Aneurism is, in its early beginnings, also unknown to us in a 
clinical point of view ; there is nothing in the history of its de- 
velopment characterizing the disease in such a manner as to be of 
avail in diagnosis. There is little to be learned regarding it 
beyond the fact that a swelling has been, at some period, disco- 
vered by the patient, or that symptoms have occurred which 
might be explained by the hypothesis of aneurism, when no 
swelling has been observed. 

Its diagnosis resolves itself into a consideration of the circum- 
stances proving the existence of a tumor, of the evidence of its 
pulsation, and of the disturbances produced in the circulation, 
especially in the development of an arterial bruit. When these 
points can be made out distinctly, there is no difficulty in forming 
a correct opinion of the case. In many instances, however, from 
the position of the diseased artery, the information is obtained 
with difficulty, or is very imperfect; and then careful examina- 
tion and correct reasoning can alone conduct us to a trustworthy 
explanation of the phenomena : a hasty observer is liable either 
to overlook the disease altogether, or to misinterpret the meaning 
of the symptoms which he has discovered. 

§ 1. Superficial Aneurism.— -When occurring in a tolerably 
superficial artery, the disease commonly falls under the care of 



THORACIC ANEURISM. 315 

the surgeon. Mistakes, are less likely to occur than when it is 
deep-seated ; the pulsation and the bruit are both pretty readily 
made out; and when by pressure on the artery, at the proximal 
side of the tumor, it collapses, and is rendered flaccid by the sac 
becoming partially emptied, the diagnosis is simple and distinct. 
In a more advanced stage, when from large deposits in its inte- 
rior the sac has become, hard and firm, it is especially important 
to note that the pulsation is felt when a finger is placed on each 
side, because an elastic tumor lying over an artery very generally 
pulsates outwards, but not so as to be felt transversely across the 
course of the vessel. The arterial bruit may also be simulated 
by the pressure of a tumor on a perfectly healthy vessel, espe- 
cially in those conditions of blood which embarrass the diagnosis 
of diseases of the heart, by producing cardiac murmurs. A tu- 
mor lying over an artery must, from its very position, be, to a 
certain extent, movable, or at least its point of attachment to the 
deeper tissues does not correspond with the known course of the 
artery; and this serves as a further guide in diagnosis. 

In superficial aneurism we may sometimes be guided by the 
history of sudden appearance after a strain, and the mode in which 
it first revealed itself to the patient's consciousness ; but to these 
much importance cannot attach. It seems scarcely possible that 
cellular inflammation and abscess lying over an artery should be 
mistaken for aneurism. 

§ 2. Thoracic Aneurism. — It is unnecessary to repeat the indi- 
cations by which we may arrive at the conclusion that a tumor 
of some sort exists in the cavity of the chest (see Chapter XX., 
§ 10); we have only to consider here by what circumstances we 
may be led to believe that it is of the nature of aneurism. And 
in forming this judgment the pathological facts connected with 
the disease are not to be forgotten : such as its relative frequency 
at the commencement and arch of the aorta, and the consequent 
probability of its being found at the upper and front part of the 
chest ; its tendency to cause absorption or erosion of tissues by 
pressure, and hence the frequency with which it is attended by 
pain; hence, too, its termination by hemorrhage before it has 
attained any such dimensions as are seen in cases of malignant 
growth : nor may we forget the necessary disturbance of the cir- 
culation, and the constant accompaniment of hypertrophy of the 
heart. 

In the dysphagia or dyspnoea caused by its pressure, which 
serves in many instances first to call our attention to its presence, 
it does not differ from other forms of tumor : but from the position 
of the aorta they are perhaps more common and earlier in their 
appearance, the cough in particular having a remarkable metallic 
clang. Aneurism is much more liable to interfere with the arte- 
rial circulation, morbid growth with the venous ; in the one a 
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difference can frequently be observed between the pulse at the 
two wrists, in the other we are more likely to find tortuous veins 
over the neck and thorax : but it may be worth mentioning that 
oedema of the arms, when the circulation is obstructed, sometimes 
renders the observation of the pulse fallacious. It would seem, 
too, that relief from the pressure, by change of posture, is more 
decided in the case of aneurism than of other thoracic tumors ; 
but in all cases it is usually found at some period of their history 
that a prone position is preferred to any other. 

The situation in which aneurism is commonly found, towards 
the upper and front part of the chest, may lead to its being de- 
tected by percussion and auscultation ; the dulness is limited, and 
is not complete ; and though greater on one side than the other, 
unlike the consolidation of tubercle, it is most distinct close to the 
sternum. Solid growth in the anterior mediastinum is not limited 
to the upper 'part of the sternum, but the dulness extends all the 
way down ; it is also more complete. The earliest auscultatory 
phenomenon is a jogging sound, which can be heard, and seems 
to be felt, when listening over the site of the tumor : it is probably 
produced by its actually impinging on the parietes. In other 
instances an arterial bruit or whiz is heard there much more dis- 
tinctly than elsewhere : it is not unfrequently audible also in the 
preecordial region ; and hence, with the natural accompaniment 
of hypertrophy, may be wrongly attributed to valvular disease of 
the heart. 

In its further progress the aneurism causes absorption of the 
intervening tissues, becoming gradually more superficial ; the 
bony structures soften, and the pulsation is readily observed 
externally. Pain is necessarily excited by this action, and has a 
gnawing character : the whizzing sound is rarely wanting. It is 
not easy to determine what circumstances give rise to the pro- 
duction of bruit in some cases and not in others ; probably they 
are connected with the form of the tumor and the condition of its 
interior. ^ An artery pretty evenly dilated will only give rise to 
the jogging sound already spoken of in consequence of its contact 
with the ribs ; while one in which a distinct pouch has formed, 
or which is lined in its interior by uneven layers of lymph, will 
throw the blood into sonorous vibrations as it enters or leaves the 
enlarged portion. 

§ 3. Abdominal Aneurism. — Abdominal pulsation has a very 
vague significance, and the student cannot be too careful to avoid 
the mistake of supposing it to be constantly or even frequently 
an evidence of aneurism. It is of common occurrence among 
nervous, hysterical, and dyspeptic patients, and means nothing 
generally, when unaccompanied by the evidence of disturbed 
circulation which is afforded by the existence of hypertrophy of 
the heart. On the other hand, simple hypertrophy very often 
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communicates its pulsation through the diaphragm to the abdo- 
minal viscera, when there is no enlargement of the descending 
aorta ; and in such cases if anasmia lead to the development of 
bellows-murmur, the mistake of supposing both pulsation and 
bruit to be dependent on aneurism is very likely to be made. 

The decided indications of abdominal aneurism are the follow- 
ing : The tumor corresponds in position and direction to the 
known course of the aorta or iliacs; its attachments are firm, 
and it is but slightly movable; pulsation is felt in a lateral 
direction as the patient lies on his back, and this pulsation does 
not disappear on change of posture; a local bruit is audible 
which cannot be heard over the precordial region. 

Any tumor lying upon arteries of the size of the aorta and 
iliacs must necessarily convey a sense of pulsation in an upward 
direction — from the artery, through the tumor, to the finger 
placed opposite to it ; but it does not pulsate laterally, and when 
a finger is placed on each side the difference is unmistakable. 
It is also to be remarked that in change of posture the altered 
relations of the tumor and the vessel will cause the pulsation to 
disappear in the one case, while it remains unaffected in the other. 
The arterial bruit cannot be much relied on, especially if there 
be concomitant anaemia. 

Division II. — Diseases of Veins. 

As in the diseases of arteries, we meet with inflammation and 
dilatation of the veins ; but in this part of the vascular apparatus 
the inflammatory action is a very common and very serious dis- 
order ; the enlargement is of very secondary importance. Vari- 
cose veins, indeed, even if they were not entirely regarded as a 
surgical disease, could hardly claim any place in a treatise^ on 
diagnosis, and we shall therefore confine our attention to phlebitis. 

The lining membrane of the veins would seem to take on in- 
flammatory action in connection with two very distinct conditions 
of the contained blood, and it cannot be doubted that the inflam- 
mation is itself of a different kind in each. In the one there is 
a tendency to the formation of pus, in the other fibrinous clots 
are formed, which more or less plug up and obstruct the veins. 
This subject has of late years been very closely investigated, 
and opinions are yet much divided on the sequence of events. 
With reference to diagnosis we have only to do with the condi-' 
tions as seen at the bedside, and the facts elicited in the history 
of each ; the first becomes known to us by the existence of a 
form of blood-poisoning ; the second is familiar to us in phleg- 
masia dolens. 

§ 1. Pysemia, or purulent contamination of the blood, has 
already formed the subject of a previous section. (Chap. VIII., 
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§ 5.) When occurring in a patient who has an open suppurating 
wound, it might be alleged that the pus has actually entered into 
the open mouths of vessels ; unphilosophical as this view must 
appear, it is evidently wholly inapplicable to those cases in which 
suppuration has been going on in a closed cavity, whether serous 
or synovial, or even in one formed by the artificial walls of an 
abscess ; and it is equally untrue of pyaemia supervening upon 
diffuse cellular inflammation. In such cases we cannot doubt 
that the disease has commenced by inflammation of- a suppura- 
tive kind attaching the lining membrane of the vessel, whence 
the pus mingling with the blood is carried forward into the cur- 
rent of the circulation. "With an open wound its advent is 
marked by shivering, followed by perspiration : and we may 
justly conclude that in the other instances the same phenomena 
do attend it, but here they are obscured by the previous existence 
of rigor, and the liability to its recurrence when suppuration has 
commenced : hence it is not till the prolonged sweating of pyaemia, 
and the secondary inflammation of internal organs have declared 
themselves, that we can have any certain evidence of suppurative 
phlebitis having taken place. 

One point deserves attention, that the fact of empyema having 
followed pleurisy, of suppuration having occurred in synovitis, 
of a large suppurating abscess having formed, or of the existence 
of diffuse cellular inflammation, all alike point to a certain crasis 
in the blood which predisposes to suppurative phlebitis, and that 
this is only a further development of the same tendency to trans- 
formation of effused plasma into pus. 

§ 2. Phlegmasia dolens is seen in its most characteristic form 
in women after delivery ; but it also occurs not unfrequently in 
anaemic or chlorotic females ; if it ever exist in males, it is cer- 
tainly very rare. It is marked by pain and swelling of some por- 
tion of the leg, or even of the entire limb, which has a blanched, 
bloodless aspect ; it is firm and elastic, and except in the absence 
of redness, much resembles the condition of erythema ; it has not 
the hardness of erysipelas, nor the doughy feeling of anasarca. 
At the lower part of the limb, beyond the limits of tension and 
tenderness, oedema may be readily recognized by pitting on pres- 
sure; and indeed there is a certain amount of serous effusion 
throughout, which is caused by the obstruction offered to the re- 
turn of the blood through the inflamed vein; this combination of 
inflammation and oedema is that which gives its peculiar features 
to the disease. 

Occasionally its characters are much more local, only affecting, 
for example, the calf of the leg ; and then the collateral circula- 
tion prevents the serous exudation from being so distinct. Above 
the seat of swelling, pain may be traced for some distance in the 
course of the emergent vein, and when superficial, as in the ham 
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or the groin, a distinct hard knotted cord may be readily felt with 
the ringer, which persists long after the acute symptoms have 
subsided. The seizure is always a sudden one, and has no his- 
tory beyond that of its being found in the associations indicated 
above. 

Its common name of " white leg" sufficiently discriminates it from erythema 
nodosum or diffuse cellular inflammation, and its hardness and tension cannot 
lead to the mistake of supposing it to be mere muscular rheumatism. In 
some instances oedema with much tension, especially when one leg only is 
affected, presents characters of superficial tenderness not unlike phlegmasia 
dolens ; but it is always readily to be discriminated, by its commencing at the 
ankle, gradually extending upwards, and being always associated with venous 
congestion ; while the swelling of phlebitis begins in the fleshy part of the 
limb, and is never discolored by turgid bloadvessels. 

A condition precisely similar may be sometimes seen in the arm, as a con- 
sequence of bloodletting, when the lining membrancof the vein is irritated 
by the lancet, but it is usually associated with more or less of diffuse inflam- 
mation. 

§ 3. Capillary Phlebitis. — At post-mortem examinations some 
of the internal organs occasionally present appearances which 
have led to their being said to be the seat of capillary phlebitis. 
The name sufficiently indicates the nature of the lesion ; an exu- 
dative inflammation attacking the interior of the capillary ves- 
sels, and plugging them up with fibrin. It seldom passes to ves- 
sels of large size. Its clinical history is unknown, and it is even 
difficult to conceive how, in the majority of instances, it could be 
discriminated by any signs during life from other inflammations 
of the same organ. 

Phlebitis, ending in occlusion of vessels, will for a time interfere with the 
circulation through the organs in which the veins originate ; but their anasto- 
mosis throughout the body is so extensive, that the obstacle is very soon over- 
come by the blood being conveyed through some other channel. The only 
case in which I have seen very serious, or, rather, fatal results, was one in 
which the inferior cava was obstructed, and nature was unable perfectly to 
establish the circulation through the tortuous vessels, which, however, carried 
a very large portion of the blood from the lower extremities into the superior 
cava. 
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CHAPTEE XXIY. 

DISEASES OF THE MOUTH AND PHAEYNX. 

Their Association with Diseases of the Larynx. — § 1. Of the Mouth 
— Glossitis — Ulcers and Aphthae — Cancrum Oris. — § 2. Of the 
Fauces — Quinsy — Enlarged Tonsils — Ulceration — Diphtheritis. 
— § 3. Of the Glands — Mumps. 

The diseases of the mouth and pharynx do not present many 
questions of interest in a diagnostic point of view. The parts 
are readily examined, and simple inspection is generally sufficient 
to determine the seat of the affection, and the nature of the dis- 
ease. It is not our object to give a history of pathological states ; 
but merely to point out the distinctive signs and symptoms by 
which these states may be recognized. 

The complaint of the patient is of soreness in the mouth or 
throat, and of difficulty in taking food. Conjoined with this there 
may or may not be symptoms referable to the entrance of the 
windpipe, hoarseness or aphonia, harsh sound or difficulty in 
breathing. The continuity of surface, as already mentioned in 
speaking of diseases of the respiratory organs, often leads to an 
extension of inflammatory action from the one set of organs to 
the other ; and to this fact very often the affections of the pharynx 
owe their importance and significance. 

In complex cases it is very desirable to make out, if possible, 
whether the difficulty in swallowing were preceded or even accom- 
panied from the very first by cough or difficulty in breathing ; 
as the disease is always of graver import, which, commencing 
in the_ larynx, produces a difficulty in swallowing, merely as a 
subsidiary affection, than one which has its original seat in the 
pharynx. In simpler cases little is learnt from the history beyond 
its duration and the occurrence of a febrile attack in its com- 
mencement; points which may serve to correct a faulty diagnosis, 
but are rarely essential to its accuracy. 

+ i, Tb u difficult y in swallowing may be referred to a point below the inlet of 
the pharynx and may be due to disease situated lower down, such as stricture 
ot the oesophagus or pressure : but inspection of the fauces should never be 
omitted, as it may reveal deep-seated ulceration of the pharynx as the cause 
ot this sensation. Thickness of speech will always result from obstruction 
about the fauces ; but it is very different from the hoarseness or aphonia of 
laryngitis : the mistake is only important inasmuch as it gives rise to false 
alarm, and to treatment unnecessarily active and severe. It is unnecessary 
here to revert to the means of distinguishing laryngitis from pressure on the 
trachea. (See Chap. XX., \ 1 and \ 10 ) 
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The appearances divide themselves into redness, swelling, ulcer- 
ation, aphthae, and false membrane ; each of which may be recog- 
nized singly or in groups over different portions of the mouth 
and fauces. 

§ 1. As affecting the Mouth. — Eedness and swelling of the tongue 
constitute what is called glossitis ; at all times a rare disease, and 
now almost unknown, since the absurdities of mercurial ptyalism 
have been abandoned. When such symptoms are present, this 
must not fail to be inquired into ; but it is to be remembered 
that the quantity of mercury taken is no criterion of its effect, for, 
in peculiar constitutions and in certain conditions of the system, 
it is produced with great facility ; and cases of spontaneous pty- 
alism are also on record. "We find a pretty safe indication in the 
fetor of the breath accompanying mercurial salivation. Yet even 
such a point as this requires both experience and accuracy of 
observation. I have known the odor of sloughing ulceration 
mistaken for mercurial fetor. 

The tongue is also often affected with simple ulceration, or 
covered with aphthae. Both of these ought to be regarded as 
constitutional states : even when ulceration seems to be directly 
caused by the edge of a broken tooth, its real history is probably 
a condition of depraved nutrition ; and this is confirmed by the 
occasional appearance of ulceration along the edge, when no such 
exciting cause is present. Aphthae of the tongue are much more 
numerous than points of ulceration ; they have an appearance of 
elevation rather than depression, look whiter and more solid, while 
ulcers are hollow, and filled with fluid secretion : spots of ulcera- 
tion are apt to follow on aphthae when the white crust is detached, 
but the general aphthous state is still sufficiently marked. Both 
occur much more commonly in childhood that in adult life : 
ulceration is evidently allied to that condition which gives rise 
to cutaneous disorders, especially impetigo ; aphthae, on the other 
hand, point more directly to disorders of the mucous membrane. 
In infants the disease is known as " thrush," and is always asso- 
ciated with intestinal disorder; in adults it is most frequently 
met with in the last stages of ulceration of the bowels, preceded 
by a red and glazed tongue, or when diarrhoea occurs as one of 
the signs of general exhaustion. 

Ulceration is at times met with on the lips and the gums, or 
the inside of the cheek ; in which situation aphthae are less com- 
mon. On the gums it is important to distinguish simple ulcera- 
tion from that which is produced by mercury ; the correspondence 
of ulcers on the lips and cheeks would tend to prove that its 
origin was not of this specific character. One form of ulceration 
of the cheek is seen in childhood, which in its milder form may 
be called sloughing ulcer, in its more severe form has obtained 
the name of cancrum oris. It is characterized by foul, unhealthy 
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secretion, and rapid tendency to spread ; in the worst cases de- 
stroying the cheek and side of the face, and, in all, producing a 
large unhealthy sore. There is no doubt that this, too, is consti- 
tutional. 

§ 2. At the Entrance of the Fauces. — The morbid appearances 
which present themselves in this locality are those indicating 
inflammatory and ulcerative action : the redness and swelling 
occur under two very distinct forms — the acute and the chronic. 

a. With some febrile disturbance, which rarely runs very high, 
we have general redness and swelling of all the adjacent struc- 
tures ; sometimes-involving the root of the tongue, and not unfre- 
quently the submaxillary region, accompanied by great difficulty 
of swallowing, especially when liquids are taken, nothing, perhaps, 
causing greater pain than the patient's own saliva, which for this 
reason he commonly spits out ; the tongue is much coated, and 
acquires after a time a sodden buff-leather aspect. When we can 
get a .view of the throat, its aperture seems encroached on from 
all sides, and the uvula is long and large ; the mucous membrane 
is remarkably red and injected. These circumstances are quite 
sufficient to characterize quinsy : its course is usually rapid, end- 
ing in a few days by suppuration, and occasionally by resolution. 
The liability to its recurrence is so great that any history of a 
similar attack is of value in considering the probable termination 
of sore-throat in any given case. 

The occurrence of sore-throat is so common, while in certain circumstances 
it is an indication of such importance, that a few words must be said on its 
general bearings as a symptom of disease. In its simplest form, as a result 
of exposure to cold, it is the same affection which in one portion of the mucous 
membrane causes coryza, in another catarrh : in the pharynx slight redness is 
seen on inspection, very little difficulty in swallowing is experienced, and the 
feeling of soreness soon subsides : there is from the first very little fever, and 
its severity is rather proportioned to the catarrhal symptoms than to those of 
sore-throat. A very different state of things exists when, instead of general 
irritation of the mucous membrane, inflammation attacks the larynx ; the sore- 
ness of throat and difficulty of swallowing are very much more pronounced, 
pyrexia is distinct, and yet on inspection little redness is seen, and that red- 
ness has a livid aspect. In scarlatina, again, the fever generally runs high ; 
but the cause of the soreness is at once discovered on inspection, in very ex- 
tensive redness, spots of aphthous or ulcerated appearance, or even sloughing ; 
in milder cases its true character is exhibited by the appearance of the cuta- 
neous eruption ; in severer cases, the existence of an epidemic coupled with 
the occurrence of intense fever, considerable prostration, great lividity of the 
throat and ulceration, without much swelling, enable us to assign to them their 
true character, even when redness of skin does not exist, or has receded. 
• Fr u™ if 11 0t theSe Q uins y is distinguished by its local nature, by the swell- 
ing which goes along with it. and by the fever being only in proportion to the 
local action going on. And although the name be commonly restricted to 
those cases in which matter forms, all are to be regarded as belonging to the 
same class, which present such symptoms, even if the inflammation end with- 
out suppuration. 

b. In the chronic form the same structures may be implicated 
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in a less degree, a general dusky redness prevailing with no great 
amount of swelling; or there may be chronic enlargement of the 
tonsils only, or a permanently elongated condition of the uvula, 
which are both by no means uncommon as sequelse of acute 
attacks. Not only do these appearances differ greatly from those 
presented by quinsy; but the history is also totally dissimilar; if 
there have been some aggravation of the symptoms within a few 
days, to which the attention of the patient is especially directed, 
still the evidence of old standing disease is not wanting if the case 
have been properly investigated. 

It can scarcely be necessary to add a caution against being deceived by the 
absence of any appearance of active congestion, into the belief that the sore 
throat is of old standing and of small moment, when fever is present: such an 
error would show entire ignorance of all right principles of diagnosis. En- 
larged tonsils are very often the effect of the scrofulous taint, and occur in 
early life: symptoms of cough and dyspnoea, by which attention is first called 
to the case, may lead to a suspicion of phthisis, from the want of evidence of 
any other affection by which they might be accounted for, till an inspection of 
the throat at once explains the mystery. An elongated uvula is similarly a 
cause of cough ; and both may tend to excite and keep up bronchial irritation 
to an unusual extent. 

The observant practitioner will in all such cases notice peculiarities which 
serve to call his attention to the throat ; thickness of speech, liability to sore 
throat, occasional difficulty in deglutition, even when pain is not spoken of, such 
as fluids returning by the nose ; deafness, and especially the sound of the cough 
which may be described as a throat-cough : but whenever the symptoms are 
not fully explained by the stethoscope, an inspection of the throat is a wise 
precautionary measure before pronouncing a diagnosis. 

c. Ulceration of the fauces occurs in three distinct forms : (1) 
As the residue of an acute attack ; (2) as a primary disorder in 
scrofulous and cachectic states ; (3) as a consequence of syphilitic 
poisoning. After quinsy, the ulcer is generally pretty far for- 
ward, after scarlatina the tonsil is the usual site of ulceration; the 
scrofulous ulcer is very often in the velum, the syphilitic usually 
reaches towards the back of the pharynx. That resulting from 
an acute attack is generally superficial ; the scrofulous is deep, 
but has flabby, perhaps jagged edges, which do not project ;_ it 
often exists as a complete perforation of the velum ; the syphili- 
tic, again, is deep and rounded, with elevated serpiginous and 
defined borders. 

So far as diagnosis is concerned, these conditions might be accurately de- 
termined by a correct history. In regard to treatment, the division of most 
importance is into the syphilitic and non-syphilitic ulceration. Both the other 
forms are, in great measure, constitutional, and must be met rather by such 
remedies as are suited to the general condition of the patient, than by those 
which have merely a local effect. In the female sex there is both greater dif- 
ficulty in making out the previous existence of primary syphilis, and greater 
unwillingness to confess that such may have been its cause than in males ; to 
say nothing of the reluctance felt by the medical man in even hinting such a 
possibility f When the ulcer is rounded and excavated, with elevated margins, 
we must endeavor, by seeking in other directions for evidence of syphilitic 
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poisoning, to obtain some indication that may aid in solving the doubt which 
such a condition will naturally raise in the mind. 

d. The name diphtheritis, or diphtheria, has been applied to an 
epidemic disease which has hitherto been seldom observed in this 
country, but has been fully described by French authors. Eecently 
it has prevailed pretty extensively, and it is worthy of notice that 
it has been associated with scarlatina, so that in numerous cases 
it has been impossible to say whether the throat affection belonged 
to this peculiar disorder, or whether it was only what used to be 
called malignant sore-throat, a form of scarlatina in which the 
eruption on the skin was prevented or suppressed. Indeed, it has 
seemed that in many cases the disease commencing as an exuda- 
tion on the fauces, has terminated in sloughing ulcer. 

Diphtheritis, properly so called, is attended with less febrile 
disturbance than scarlatina, and does not usually present the 
typhoid characters of malignant sore-throat. There is usually 
some degree of fever, with malaise and general discomfort, and 
sore-throat ; on inspection, large patches of whitish lymph are seen 
more or less extensively covering the uvula, tonsils, and pharynx ; 
when these are detached, the mucous membrane is left raw and 
inflamed. In milder cases the affection terminates after a few 
days in gradual recovery; in the more severe forms the patient 
sinks exhausted from the persistence of the fever, and inability to 
take nourishment; or sloughing of the throat may supervene. 
It is a disease especially of childhood, and indicates the same con- 
stitutional tendency to that form of plastic exudation which is of 
so much moment when it invades the trachea in croup. During 
the late epidemic the larynx has been little involved, but when 
the exudation tends to spread in this direction, it becomes a very 
formidable disease. 

True aphthae are less common on the fauces than on the tongue 
and lips ; but a somewhat analogous formation is frequently ob- 
served there, which may be either a true exudative process, or 
merely the inspissated secretion of some of the follicles. These 
spots may be mistaken for ulceration, and it is only necessary to 
warn the student of this possibility ; though, probably, the mis- 
take is not a very important one. 

§ 3. The Glandular Structures. — The inflammation of the fauces 
sometimes extends to the submaxillary region, and subsequently 
excites inflammation of the salivary glands ; but these glands are 
also liable to be primarily affected. The swelling, though ac- 
companied with difficulty in swallowing, is chiefly external ; the 
parotid, as the largest gland, gives the principal feature to the 
disease, which has hence been called parotitis — better known by 
its familiar epithet, "mumps." It is chiefly a disease of childhood 
and youth, and is not characterized by much febrile distur- 
bance; it is sometimes of importance as causing the disfiguring 
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abscesses which are apt to occur under the jaw in scrofulous 
subjects, when the surrounding textures become involved in the 
inflammation which primarily attacks the salivary glands. This 
disorder furnishes us with the most marked examples of metas- 
tasis ; the testicle and the mamma being each liable to inflamma- 
tion during its continuance. 

Chronic enlargements of the cervical glands occur from a 
variety of causes in scrofulous constitutions ; and these are ever 
apt, on the occasion of any little excitement or inflammatory 
action, to terminate in abscess. In almost every case of suppu- 
rative cutaneous affection of the face or scalp, they exist in 
greater or less degree ; but when the individual is free from con- 
stitutional taint, they are not of much moment ; the cause being 
removed, the effect of necessity ceases in a healthy person. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN. 

History of Abdominal Disease — General Symptoms — Effects upon 
the Health — Sensations often referred to other Regions — Actual 
Examination — of Outlets — of Excreta — of Abdomen itself — by 
Inspection — by Palpation — by Percussion. 

Befoee entering upon the consideration of the various organs 
contained in the abdomen, and their special maladies, it may be 
well to advert to a few general facts connected with the diagnosis 
of diseases of nutrition. Regarding the brain as the centre of 
innervation, the thorax as that of the circulation, the abdomen is 
especially the region in which the processes of assimilation and 
excretion are performed. It is not meant that this definition is 
absolutely accurate; but, as an approximation to the truth, it 
points out in what direction we are to look for the signs and 
symptoms of disease there, as connected with the ingestion of 
food, the preparation of proper elements for absorption, their 
transmission into the circulation, the rejection of useless materials, 
and the removal of waste or effete particles, as well as the neces- 
sity for the perfect integrity of the organs by which these pro- 
cesses are carried on. That the deviations from healthy action 
should manifest themselves in altered condition of blood, in im- 
perfect nourishment of tissues, and in functional disturbance of 
distant organs, to which the blood is carried, can cause no sur- 
prise ; and the difficulties of the diagnosis are only that while, on 
the one hand, the deteriorated condition of the blood may not be 
simply due to defective assimilation and excretion by abdominal 
viscera ; on the other, important changes in the circulation and 
innervation must react upon the abdominal organs, as it is by 
these two great physiological functions that their integrity and 
power are supplied and sustained. 

With reference to history, we must admit that it is often not 
reliable, nor perhaps very material : no one entirely escapes occa- 
sional derangement of stomach and bowels, and it is impossible 
to say where healthy reaction against improper food ceases, and 
unhealthy action begins ; hence, in chronic diseases, there are 
always a number of antecedent phenomena, and it requires skill 
to select those which are really valuable as facts in the history, 
as well as greater impartiality than is possessed by most medical 
men, to avoid putting the necessary questions in such a form as 
to elicit the answers which we expect to receive, from the general 
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tenor of the symptoms. In cases of acute disease there is less 
difficulty in obtaining correct information regarding the sensa- 
tions and experiences of the patient since the severe symptoms 
arose ; but here again we are encountered by the difficulty that 
the sensations in the abdomen are, at no time, very denned, and 
that some prior illness, the historical evidence of which is very 
defective, may have very considerably altered the organic consti- 
tution or functional power of the viscus. 

The totality of the general symptoms marking inflammatory 
fever has the same value here as in other acute attacks : some- 
times we derive secondary aids to diagnosis from the skin having 
a feeling of remarkable dryness, the pulse being small and wiry, 
or intermitting, &c. : the tongue always presents an unnatural 
appearance in derangements of digestion, and the bowels are sel- 
dom regular in their action, or the feces healthy in character ; 
besides this, we find changes in the appetite, in the character of 
the urine, &c. Each of these symptoms has, therefore, a twofold 
meaning ; first, as it forms one of a group which proves whether 
the attack be acute and inflammatory, or chronic ; second, as it 
stands for one of the signs of disorder in the particular organ : it 
is very important to bear in mind this double application, and to 
consider how far each is to be taken as evidence of the general 
condition which the whole group tends to prove, or derives its 
importance from mere local circumstances, e. g., how far a coated 
tongue is to be taken as evidence of inflammatory action or of 
disordered bowels. 

With reference to the appearance of the patient : any degree 
of emaciation points out a possible defect in assimilation ; even if 
it amount to no more than that the usual degree of obeshVy ob- 
served at advancing periods of life is absent, we may still be not 
far wrong in assuming that the individual is th^ subject of weak 
or faulty digestion ; but extreme emaciation is a very constant 
consequence of severe abdominal disease. The aspect of the face 
and the color of the skin are each of them, again, valuable sources 
of information in specific forms of disease. 

The sensations are not confined to the abdomen : very many of 
the functional disturbances of the brain (see Chap. XIII.) are only 
to be accounted for as results of irregularity in the digestive pro- 
cesses ; dyspnoea and palpitation, pains in the sternum or between 
the shoulders, that pain in the right shoulder stated to be sympa- 
thetic of disease of the liver especially, are all of them attributable 
in like manner to abdominal disturbance. In the abdomen itself 
uneasy sensations are produced by unusual enlargements of 
organs, by increased irritability in congestive states, and by irri- 
tating properties of the contents of the hollow viscera ; as also by 
any unusual character of the secretions which prevents the normal 
changes, or excites others which are abnormal, or renders them 
unsuited to the membrane which they traverse in their passage. 
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As we proceed with the inquiry we shall find many of the 
symptoms thus cursorily alluded to come more distinctly forward 
as evidence of disease of the various organs contained in the ab- 
domen ; but we must first consider what aid may be derived from 
the application of physical investigation to diagnosis. 

First we obtain very certain information from the exploration 
of the outlets, the mouth, the rectum, and the vagina ; but, with 
the exception of that derived from the state of the tongue, the 
extent of its application is extremely local and limited. 

Secondly, the excretions, by their changes in appearance and 
characters, afford very valuable instruction. The aid of chemical 
analysis has been brought to bear very fully on the condition of 
the urine, and in fact our whole knowledge of diseases of the 
kidney may be said to rest upon the chemistry of the secretion ; 
but the same progress has not yet been made in regard to the 
feculent discharges, and any knowledge that has been gained is 
inapplicable for the purposes of diagnosis. 

Thirdly, the most valuable physical signs are derived from (a) 
inspection, (b) palpation, (c) percussion, on each of which a few 
words must be said. Auscultation is rarely applicable ; in health 
no regular sounds are heard, which by their irregularity might 
indicate disease : its employment in abdominal aneurism we have 
already noticed, and it is also useful in detecting the placental 
bruit and the pulsations of the foetal heart in pregnancy. 

a. Inspection indicates deviations from the natural contour 
produced by general fulness or local enlargements, serving both 
to suggest and to correct other modes of investigation. 

We observe a uniform and equable distension in peritonitis, which contrasts 
alike with the shrunken and retracted condition sometimes seen in colic and 
during the pain accompanying the> passage of gall-stones, and with the irre- 
gular forms of distension of an analogous kind which are noticed in enteritis 
and obstruction. Similarly the simple inspection of the abdomen points out 
in many cases a very marked difference between the distended peritoneal sac 
of ascites pushing out the ribs as well as the abdomen, and the prominent 
rounded belly of ovarian dropsy, which very frequently evidently projects more 
on one side than the other. No less different is the aspect of general fulness 
in pregnancy from local swelling in disease. In the epigastrium the outline 
of a full stomach, and still more of an enlarged one, may be distinctly defined, 
and thus afford valuable assistance in the diagnosis of its actual condition. 
The uplifted ribs on the right side by enlarged liver, on the left by enlarged 
spleen, point out the direction in which investigation ought to proceed. 

b. As a necessary adjunct to inspection, and as a means of ascer- 
taining the cause of any deviation in form, palpation affords more 
information than any other means of exploring the abdominal 
cavity. It often indeed serves to detect deviations from health, 
which would otherwise escape observation altogether ; and very 
many of the more important characters of disease in the abdominal 
viscera depend on its correct application. It embraces the sense 
of resistance or immobility of parts, their hardness and tenderness, 
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and their relative size ; it determines the value of pulsation ; it 
indicates fluctuation. 

We might here go over almost all the important diseases of the abdomen, 
and point out the various lessons which palpation teaches ; but they are so 
important, that they must be again mentioned in each particular case, and the 
reader is referred to the section on morbid growths (Chap. IX., Div. II., \ 2) 
for the details of the evidence which it affords in the varieties of abdominal 
tumor. In making the examination, the student has to consider whether what 
is felt as a deviation from natural form, consist simply of enlargement of 
parts, or be absolutely a new growth in so far as this is indicated by outline ; 
next its form, whether smooth and rounded, or nodulated and irregular ; and 
then its attachments, natural and acquired. 

c. Percussion may be said to be almost essential to a correct 
appreciation of the results of both the preceding sets of observa- 
tions. It gives us the very valuable information whether any 
visible alteration in form be wholly caused by the presence of 
solid or fluid matter, or chiefly by the presence of the gaseous 
contents of the intestine ; while the degree of dulness heard on 
percussion where a tumor is felt, determines to a certain extent 
its depth and thickness : it is still more useful in tracing out the 
origin and connection of tumors when distension prevents our 
being able to reach their attachments with the finger, or where 
they take their rise under the solid covering of the ribs. It is no 
less important as it aids in mapping out the extent and form of 
organs and tumors, as, for example, the shrunken liver, the en- 
larged uterus, or the distended bladder. 

"When considered in detail, there is no question of diagnosis, which the 
percussion of the abdomen tends so much to elucidate as that of ascites and 
ovarian dropsy. (See Chap. XXXII.) Remarkable resonance forms the chief 
characteristic of tympanites. The absence of dulness on percussion serves to 
discriminate cases of chronic peritonitis without fluid, from those in which 
ascites is present ; but the student must be reminded that when the patient 
is upon his back, a considerable amount of fluid may accumulate in the lower 
and posterior parts of the cavity, without manifestly altering the resonance 
on percussion. 
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CHAPTER XXYI. 

DISEASES OF THE (ESOPHAGUS AND STOMACH. 

Uncertainty of Symptoms— Sympathetic Affections of other Organs 
— Diagnosis a Process of Exclusion. — § 1. The (Esophagus and 
Cardiac End of the Stomach — § 2. Organic Lesions of the Sto- 
mach — Stricture of Pylorus — Ulceration — Gastritis — Dilatation 
— § 3. Functional Disorders of the Stomach — Irritability — Dis- 
tension — Faulty Secretion — Associations of Dyspepsia. 

No longer guided by the objective phenomena which serve for 
such clear indications in the affections of the mouth and pharynx, 
we now come to a class of diseases which for their complete in- 
vestigation require, more than all others, perhaps, the exercise of 
sound judgment and careful discrimination. Making up, as they 
do, the largest portion of the sum of minor ailments which medi- 
cine is called on to rented}^ individually, their importance, with 
one or two exceptions, is not great ; and consequently the oppor- 
tunity of studying them in hospital practice is but small, while 
that little is too often neglected, from the necessity the student 
feels of giving his short period of study to the graver or more 
acute diseases presented to him. 

The common disorders of the digestive canal may be said to 
be but three, dyspepsia, constipation, diarrhoea. And yet in each 
of these conditions how much remains behind — how much to 
guide our practice if we but knew it — how much that is as yet 
obscure if not quite inexplicable ! 

It is quite beyond the scope of our present plan to enter into 
all the details connected with so complex a subject as dyspepsia; 
it must suffice to point out the leading features by which symp- 
toms may be referred to the stomach, and the general characters 
by means of which one form may be discriminated from another, 
and so that class of remedies be selected which may reasonably 
be deemed most suitable. It will probably be advantageous to 
consider the more severe diseases before inquiring into those 
which are less important. 

Much of the uncertainty that attends our knowledge of disorders of the 
stomach is caused by the necessity of relying- so much on the sensations of 
the patient, since in many cases no anatomical lesions have been clearly asso- 
ciated with the symptoms detailed. The practitioner is consequently obliged 
to theorize as best he may on the a priori effects which he would expect from 
faulty secretion, deficient muscular action, and nervous irritability ; and to 
contrast these inferences with sensations, the real import of which he can 
only guess at, because the descriptions of the patient are generally so faulty, 
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that in asking questions he often suggests the very answers he receives. A 
dyspeptic physician is very likely thus to mislead both himself and his patient, 
by rendering their sensations into the language of his own ailments. 

The information we derive is obtained from three distinct sources, the sym- 
pathetic affections of the head and those of the chest, and the symptoms more 
directly obtained from the stomach and abdomen. In the head, pain, vertigo, 
partial blindness, temporary derangement of function, &c. In the chest, 
cough, and especially palpitation, local pain, &c. For the grounds of dis- 
tinction by which these functional disturbances may be recognized, reference 
must be made to the chapters on the diseases of those organs ; here suffice it 
to say that the symptom generally stands alone ; there is no other traceable 
to the same region, such as there certainly would be were the single symptom 
a sign of disease there : more especially, it is transient, and generally of fre- 
quent recurrence, so that a patient perhaps complains of palpitation when 
heart and pulse are alike quiet and normal at the time of examination, to be 
again excited by the same sympathy which had previously caused it. 
°But. in addition, some other symptom, or rather train of symptoms, will be 
found in connection with the stomach ; loss of appetite or vomiting, sense of 
weight, distension or pain, either referred directly to the stomach or distinctly 
aggravated by the opposite states of either fasting or repletion, combined 
generally with irregularity of the bowels, constipation, or relaxation, or an 
alternation of both conditions. The seat of the pain or uneasiness varies a 
little within certain limits; but there will generally be no difficulty in assigning 
it to its proper source, by investigating the conditions and signs of disease 
in adjoining organs, which might by possibility give rise to similar symptoms. 

In dyspepsia, as in hysteria, when the pathology of the disturb- 
ance is so little understood, the only safe principle of diagnosis is 
that of exclusion. The possible conditions of the brain, of the 
lungs, and of the heart must be duly weighed, and attention must 
also be paid to the condition of other abdominal viscera. 

§ 1. The (Esophagus presents only one form of disease — a cer- 
tain degree of closure either from stricture or from spasm. The 
complaint of the patient is of difficulty in swallowing, a sensation 
of the food stopping somewhere in its course, and its being again 
brought up. The distinctive feature of this state is, that the re- 
turn of the food is immediate ; very few mouthfuls can be swal- 
lowed, perhaps no more than one, before the pain and discomfort 
become such that the patient cannot proceed till that has been 
rejected ; and the difficulty is always proportioned to the solidity 
of the food, fluids continuing to pass when no solid matter is re- 
ceived into the stomach at all. The rejected matter is simply 
masticated food, and has no smell of acidity, nor does the patient 
perceive any taste of bile. m . 

True stricture comes on very gradually and insidiously, is ac- 
companied by marked emaciation, and generally attended with a 
sense of hunger which cannot be relieved in consequence of the 
impossibility of filling the stomach with food: if necessary, the 
diagnosis may be made still more clear by introducing the pro- 
bang The closure from spasm, is generally more suddenly de- 
veloped, and is not attended by the same constitutional effects. 
In stricture, the condition is permanent, and the only perceptible 
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difference in the power of swallowing is due to the quality of the 
food ; in spasm, the difficulty varies in consequence of circum- 
stances for the most part inappreciable. The remote _ cause of 
spasm would appear sometimes to be mere nervous irritability ; 
in other cases it is due to local irritation of some portion of the 
mucous membrane, or to the pressure of a tumor on the oeso- 
phagus. In spasmodic stricture the probang can be passed, 
although it meets with some resistance when any local cause of 
irritation exists. The circumstances here referred to apply equally 
to disease of the cardiac opening of the stomach, which produces 
an exactly analogous effect, in regard to the introduction of food, 
as that of closure of the oesophagus, and therefore need not be 
considered separately. 

In seeking for characters by which these diseases may be distinguished, we 
observe that any evidence of " exaltation," or of nervous irritability in other 
organs, prepares us for the existence of a similar condition in the oesophagus; 
if we learn that anything liable to irritate the membrane has been swallowed, 
or if we find any redness or spots of ulceration on the fauces, we suspect the 
coexistence of spasm with local irritation : if a tumor exist, we should have 
concomitant evidence of pressure on the trachea. 

It further deserves notice, that occasionally ulceration of the epiglottis and 
imperfect closure of the entrance of the windpipe excite coughing, so imme- 
diately upon the act of swallowing, that great part of each mouthful is returned 
before it can pass the irritable spot. Here there is not necessarily any spasm 
of the oesophagus ; and if, along with the known existence of cough, and pro- 
bably also of hoarseness or raucous breathing, the act of deglutition be watched, 
its cause will be at once revealed. 

§ 2. Organic Diseases of the Stomach. — The two most important 
lesions found in the stomach are stricture of the pylorus, which 
is very often cancerous, and simple ulceration of the mucous mem- 
brane. Gastritis is a disease of very rare occurrence in its acute 
form ; dilatation is most commonly the result of partial closure 
of the pylorus, but possibly also commences as an idiopathic 
disorder. 

a. Stricture of the Pylorus in its earlier stage, cannot be dis- 
tinguished from mere functional derangement; and when, as very 
commonly happens; dyspepsia is conjoined with it, the patient 
may appear to recover under treatment while yet the disease pro- 
ceeds unchecked. The most constant symptom of stricture of the 
pylorus is vomiting: but I have seen the disease run on to a fatal 
termination, in which, during a long period, that symptom was 
absent in consequence of an ulcerated opening communicating 
with the duodenum. When accompanied by ulceration, there is 
usually, at some period or other, grumous vomiting, which owes 
its appearance to a small quantity of blood, altered by the secre- 
tion of the stomach ; sometimes there is more copious hemorrhage. 
The stomach may become enormously distended : indeed dilata- 
tion probably always exists, more or less; but it is much greater 
in simple thickening than in scirrhus of the pylorus, when the 
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stomach is more irritable, and its contents more speedily rejected. 
Several meals, or even the food of three or four days, may be, in 
great part, accumulated before it is rejected, or, on the other hand, 
the vomiting may occur after every meal; the longer interval 
proves the existence of dilatation, if anything like the whole 
quantity of food be rejected ; the constant recurrence of the 
vomiting after food shows that there is a condition of irritability. 
The absence of signs of dilatation wl^en the vomiting occurs at 
longer intervals, and the return of the food after every meal, are 
each of them more favorable indications as being more likely to 
depend on dyspepsia than a certain degree of dilatation with 
vomiting at intervals of one or two days. 

The progress of the case is usually rapid when the disease is 
of a malignant character ; the symptoms are unrelieved, or recur 
with greater severity ; the aspect of the patient becomes wan and 
sallow, with increasing emaciation; there is often lowness of 
spirits and despondency ; and sooner or later, in most cases, the 
presence of a hard mass in the region of the epigastrium, towards 
the right side, leaves no doubt of the presence of scirrhus. 

Though analogous in the fact of partial closure of the pylorus, the two dis- 
eases run a very different course ; the difference being caused chiefly by two 
circumstances : the one, that along with the stricture there is a morbid con- 
dition of the mucous membrane in cancer, giving rise to irritability and more 
frequent evacuation, ulceration, grumous vomiting, &c. ; the other, that when 
the disease is constitutional, the altered condition of blood, which attends its 
progress, necessarily renders it more rapidly fatal than mere thickening of the 
pylorus. The non-malignant form of stricture may be recognized by its fre- 
quent occurrence among spirit drinkers ; by the accompanying dilatation, the 
absence of hemorrhage, the circumstance that no tumor can be felt, and most 
especially by its slow progress ; if the symptoms have existed for years, or 
even for many months, without a cachexia being established, the probabilities 
are greatly against cancer. 

The occurrence of hemorrhage in any large quantity, in cancerous disease 
is the exception. At first, the blood only appears as small black or brownish 
flakes in the vomit, but at a later period, assumes the character of what is 
called coffee-ground vomiting, the amount of blood in which may be con- 
siderable : distinct hemorrhage is more probably the result of simple ulcer. 

We look with great distrust upon symptoms of uneasiness after food, eruc- 
tations, occasional vomiting, and depression occurring in persons of temperate 
habits, unrelieved by treatment, or progressively getting worse, and attended 
with any degree of emaciation and sallowness. 

It does not seem possible generally to distinguish different forms of cancer- 
ous growth during life. It is only known that medullary cancer grows much 
more rapidly : that colloid, even if present in the stomach, is more abundant 
in its usual site, the mesentery; and that scirrhus is commonly the most 
painful of the three. Scirrhus is the most local ; encephaloid and colloid 
spread more rapidly, the former usually coexisting in the liver ; in cases in 
which scirrhus has spread, it has also been to the liver. 

"While we are taught much by the aspect of the patient, we learn little from 
the state of the pulse, tongue, bowels, &c. : there is generally constipation, in 
consequence of the small quantity of food which passes downward, and the 
tongue may be coated at the back ; the pulse is for the most part weak, but 
seldom accelerated. 
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h. Ulceration. — But little is known of this disease in its clinical 
history ; the symptoms seldom present any degree of uniformity 
in the cases which have been watched to a fatal termination ; they 
often fail to suggest the idea of ulceration at all, and at best the 
conclusion regarding its existence can only be hypothetical. 
Extreme pain commencing immediately after food is taken, and 
before digestion can possibly have begun, especially if excited 
by water or bland fluid, a^pain which is localized in a particular 
spot, and always recurs at the same place, affords perhaps the 
most conclusive indications. Hsematemesis in an otherwise 
healthy individual is often due to the same , cause ; but either 
may be wanting, and there is nothing to be recognized beyond 
ordinary dyspeptic symptoms. In some few instances the tongue 
looks red and raw, or spots of ulceration may be seen on it, or on 
the lips, indicating a generally depraved condition of the mucous 
membrane, one manifestation of which may be ulceration of the 
stomach; much more frequently, however, this state of the 
mouth is associated with ulceration, or irritation of the bowels. 

It must not be overlooked that simple ulceration of the stomach is not a 
common pathological state in the bodies of persons dying of other diseases, 
and therefore we must not hastily predicate it of a person suffering from 
dyspeptic disorder. Besides the simple ulcer, with the origin of which we 
are unacquainted, we meet with ulceration associated with malignant disease, 
at parts distant from the pylorus. The same obscurity of symptoms attends ' 
this as the other -forms of ulceration, unless grumous vomiting occur to point 
more directly to its cause, or a tumor be felt somewhere in the epigastrium ; 
and we may then be puzzled to explain the absence of obstruction. ° "We also 
find destruction of the mucous membrane, and consequent ulceration remain- 
ing as a permanent result of the corrosion and inflammation caused by irritant 
poisons, especially the mineral acids and alkalies. The history of recovery 
from the acute attack, with abiding tenderness of the stomach and inability 
to take food without great distress, would point out the true nature of such a 
case. 

In speaking of haematemesis (Chap. VII., Div. II., § 3), the different forms 
of hemorrhage were enumerated : and it may be here added that when pre- 
ceded by local symptoms referable to the stomach, that which occurs early 
in life, and is abundant and more florid, is probably caused by simple ulcera- 
tion ; that which is seen in advanced life, and is small in quantity and grumous 
in appearance, is probably connected with malignant disease. If the blood 
have been brought up at some previous period, and the symptoms continue 
stationary, we may feel considerable confidence that the disease is not can- 
cerous. 

c. Gastritis. — The occurrence of idiopathic gastritis is so rare 
in clinical medicine that practically it need scarcely be referred 
to. It is, indeed, only known as the consequence of the ingestion 
of some irritant, probably of the nature of an acrid poison ; but 
m rare instances it has followed the taking a draught of cold water 
when the body was much heated by exercise, or has been caused 
by indigestible food. 

Both the simple ulcer and the thickening of the pylorus with- 
out malignant growth have been referred by some pathologists 
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to chronic gastritis : but they have been unable to point out any 
characters by which the gradual changes can be recognized, be- 
fore they have reached the points at which we have attempted, 
though so ineffectually, to make them subjects of diagnosis. 

The symptoms of acute gastritis may be seen as part of more 
general inflammation of the peritoneum, when the stomach is 
intolerant of the least portion of food or drink ; these again may 
be closely simulated by sympathetic irritation of the stomach in 
inflammation of the brain. 

d. Dilatation must be noticed, as it is found in cases in which, 
from the duration of the disease, there must always be some 
doubt as to the existence of organic lesion. It is probably con- 
nected, when of great extent, with some degree of obstruction to 
the pylorus, but may, likewise, be a consequence of habitual dis- 
tension and loss of muscular power. In its minor form it gives 
rise to extraordinary tympanitic resonance over the whole of the 
lower part of the left side of the chest, as high as the axilla ; in 
its more aggravated condition it forms a sac which almost fills 
the abdomen, and has even given rise to the idea that the patient 
was laboring under ascites. In the former case, the complaint of 
pain on the left side will naturally lead to percussing the chest ; 
and the tympanitic sound extending below the edges of the ribs, 
as well as above, taken in conjunction with the slow progress of 
the ailment, can leave no doubt as to its true character. In the 
latter there is generally a history of occasional vomiting, when 
very considerable quantities of fluid have been brought up ; and 
if this have occurred recently, extensive tympanitic resonance 
will be observed extending over the epigastrium and left side 
generally ; if for some days there had been no vomiting, we find 
distinct fulness below the epigastrium, of a rounded form, extend- 
ing in the direction of the umbilicus, and passing thence towards 
the left hypogastric or lumbar region, superficially tympanitic, 
but accompanied by deep fluctuation, with gurgling noise on move- 
ment, which has been mistaken for succussion. 

Latterly, a valuable aid to diagnosis has been obtained from 
the discovery of the microscopical sarcina ventriculi in the vomited 
matter, which always betrays a great tendency to ferment. This 
appears at present to indicate no more than a retardation of the 
food in the stomach, with a want of power completely to empty 
its contents ; and we are consequently led to associate its existence 
with the probability of a condition of dilatation, especially that 
which acknowledges thickening of the pylorus as its cause. 

§ 3. Functional Disorders of the Stomach.— Dyspepsia proper, 
accompanied by its multifarious symptoms, can only be safely 
predicated when, after careful weighing of other possible states of 
system, we find a remaining amount of disturbance which we have 
failed to account for in any other way. And hence it is a rational 
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conclusion that dyspepsia does coexist with different states which, 
while sufficient to account for some of the symptoms, leave others 
unexplained. It stands in close relation to most diseases c-f the 
abdominal viscera, either as their cause or their effect ; and it may- 
be associated with almost every chronic ailment, so as to make it 
difficult to determine, when we are satisfied of the coexistence, 
what their exact relations are to one another. Such, for example, 
is its combination with anaemia and hysteria ; in both quite as 
frequently the cause as the consequence of the general state ; in 
both alike demanding distinct recognition and separate treat- 
ment. 

It is very important to remember, with reference to the stomach and its 
disorders, that almost every patient, no matter how ignorant or ill-informed, 
frames to himself, according to his amount of knowledge or prejudice, a theory 
of his ailments : one attributes to indigestion all his sufferings, another con- 
stantly alleges that he is bilious, a third is not satisfied unless he is well purged, 
and a fourth, who relishes the pleasures of the table, is slow to admit that his 
stomach is overtaxed or unequal to the demands made upon it. No cause 
more frequently leads to wrong diagnosis than forgetting to separate between 
the true narration of symptoms and sensations, which are our only guide in 
this class of disorders, and the construction of a theory which no patient is 
able to form correctly in his own case. Social progress would stand still for- 
ever if nothing were to pass current but bare description ; yet, in the history 
of a case, everything else should be rigidly excluded ; and it is better to trace 
out the disease as we do in childhood, by our unaided observation, than to 
admit into our conception the statement of the patient that he is " bilious." 
No more expressive term exists for a certain condition of body than this, it 
is as true, strictly and legitimately true, as " fever," " rheumatism," &c. : but 
it theorizes — it is a compendious expression of certain symptoms ; and it is 
the duty of the physician, not of the patient, to determine whether this implied 
theory properly express the category of symptoms or not. In the present 
day, no organ is more hardly dealt with than the stomach, whether we con- 
sider the starvation and improper food of the poor, the irregular hours of the 
man of business, the pampering and overfeeding of the rich, or the still more 
pernicious disregard of the proper evacuation of the effete contents of the 
alimentary canal, which false delicacy, sedentary habits, and sheer inattention 
produce. The habits of the patient, therefore, afford a further help to diag- 
nosis, as one of the elements in the history of the case. 

The symptoms of dyspepsia may be referred to three distinct 
heads — pain, or nervous irritation, impaired muscular action, and 
faulty secretion. In their analysis, it is to be remembered that 
while pain is an evidence of irritability, and thus, perhaps, simply 
of faulty innervation, it may also depend on the condition of the 
mucous membrane, and the character of its secretion, or on over- 
distension and spasmodic contraction of the muscular fibre. Simi- 
larly, though distension be essentially the fault of the muscular 
structure, which has become relaxed, weak, and ineffective, yet 
this very weakness may be a symptom of nervous debility, or 
may be simply caused by distension with gas, generated because 
the secretion is imperfect. In the same way, faulty secretion may 
be directly traceable to the condition of the mucous layer and fol- 
licles, but may also result from imperfect nervous or vascular 
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action, or follow on the detention of food in the viscus from defi- 
cient muscular power. Nothing, indeed, can be more erroneous 
than the limitation of each of these effects to that particular struc- 
ture which is directly concerned in their production. But we are 
not on this account to disregard the information thus conveyed ; 
on the contrary, pretty nearly all the complex cases that come 
before us may be resolved into these three simpler elements — 
irritability, distension, and faulty secretion : caution is chiefly to 
be exercised in theorizing that this or that particular function is 
the one primarily deranged. 

a. Irritability presents a great variety of phases, which receive 
from patients as many different appellations. It is often mani- 
fested in extreme intolerance of food; beginning by slow degrees, 
it at length becomes such that every meal is rejected, and some- 
times the quantity of food must be reduced to a mere spoonful, 
and its quality be the very simplest and blandest possible, to 
prevent its rejection. Such a form of irritability may be pro- 
duced by ulceration, but is certainly not limited to it. Pain, 
referred so often by the hysterical to the left side, or described as 
passing through the chest and being felt between the shoulders, 
or perceived in the centre of the sternum as well as over the epi- 
gastric region ; a feeling of emptiness or craving, which, relieved 
for a short time by food, returns in its full extent before the sto- 
mach can by possibility be emptied ; sensations of fulness, weight, 
dragging, &c. ; gnawing, cutting, tearing pains, &c, — must all be 
regarded as evidences of irritability. It is manifestly impossible 
to°assign to all of these their true pathological import, or even to 
guess why they are so differently described ; but it is of service 
to consider their relation to the ingestion of food, as tending to 
show in some measure their exciting cause. Thus, if the disa- 
greeable or painful sensation be observed shortly after food is 
taken, — if some kinds of food produce it at once, ancl others not 
at all, especially if bland fluids do not excite pain, as they gene- 
rally do in ulceration, we should have strong reason for believing 
that the symptom was chiefly nervous, that the irritability of the 
stomach was the primary affection. Whereas, if a longer interval 
must elapse before the sensation be aroused, if it be accompanied 
by acidity or eructation, or if it exist when the stomach is empty, 
being rather relieved by the presence of food, we shall probably 
be rio-ht in regarding it as symptomatic of faulty secretion. If a 
sense°of weight or dragging be the form assumed, and it be expe- 
rienced at a still later period, we may assume that there is some 
delay in the process of emptying the stomach, either as a conse- 
quence of torpidity of muscle, or more commonly as the effect of 
over-distension : still more, if the pain be of a spasmodic charac- 
ter, and very late in its occurrence, it may be referred to the in- 
effective contractions of the muscular fibre distended beyond its 
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proper limits, and vainly attempting to expel crude and half- 
digested aliments to which the pylorus refuses egress. 

b. Distension. — Dilatation, in its minor and less important sig- 
nification — more properly distension or relaxation of muscle, in- 
dicated by the pain just referred to, and by the existence of un- 
usual resonance — is more likely to be primary in persons of lax, 
flabby muscular structure, than in those who have firm resilient 
flesh. Such a condition is more probable if there be coexisting 
constipation and want of intestinal peristaltic action, if the appe- 
tite be unaffected, and the first stage of digestion easy; but it can 
scarcely persist without reacting on the mucous membrane, through 
the delay of food in the stomach : and hence it becomes compli- 
cated by evidence of faulty secretion. On the other hand, one of 
the most constant effects of imperfect digestion is the generation 
of flatulence, which must necessarily distend the stomach till it 
find an outlet ; crude and ill-digested food must also necessarily 
be delayed in passing the pylorus, whether the muscular action 
be at fault or not ; and it is therefore by no means easy to say 
how much is due to the imperfection of the muscle, and how much 
to the defect of the secretions. More easily recognized are those 
cases in which the distension, the discomfort, and the delay of the 
digestive process are all of them caused by overloading the sto- 
mach, which sooner or later rebels against the habitual overtax- 
ing of its powers. It may still be capable of disposing readily 
of a moderate meal, but it refuses to propel a large mass of hete- 
rogeneous contents; in such cases, probably, the actual over- 
stretching of the fibre is a more efficient cause of the distension 
than the character or quantity of the secretion. 

c. Faulty Secretion. — Manifestly combined with both the pre- 
ceding conditions, this cause of dyspepsia is perhaps the most 
frequent and the most difficult to manage. It is related to va- 
rious conditions of health, acting either through the vascular or 
nervous system, but seems to be also primary and independent of 
them. 

(1.) Hyperemia.— Passing by the form of acute gastritis, we 
come to the congestion characterizing a fit of indigestion brought 
on by excess. Here the history of the case, if correctly given, 
leads at once to the true diagnosis : the attack is recent ; all the 
symptoms severe; the tongue is generally foul and flabby; the 
bowels confined, or a good deal relaxed, but without febrile symp- 
toms. A timely emetic, imitating the relief which nature some- 
times provides, might have prevented the subsequent congestion; 
but when once excited, the irritation may not subside after the 
mgesta have passed into the bowels ; vomiting may come too late, 
and persist even for days; the bowels, if unloaded by an aperient, 
become again confined, or are affected with diarrhoea. Conges- 
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tion of the liver generally plays a prominent part in such condi- 
tions ; but congestion of the stomach is equally evident as the 
direct effect of a debauch ; and there is not only perverted secre - 
tion, but irritability dependent on the sort of erythematous 
condition of the mucous membrane, which the very idea of con- 
gestion implies. Similar results are, no doubt, also traceable 
when the congestion of the stomach is of that passive form which, 
in its very marked examples, is accompanied by haematemesis, 
and is produced by obstructed hepatic circulation. General ple- 
thora evidently cannot be a cause of dyspepsia, because any 
interference with the action of the stomach would immediately 
reduce the quantity of material converted into blood, and of 
necessity diminish the plethora; but probably a fit of indiges- 
tion would be more severe in the plethoric individual than in 
another. 

(2.) Anaemia, on the other hand, is unkown as a local affec- 
tion, but, as a general condition of system, evidently exercises 
great influence over the secretion of the stomach. When, there- 
fore, we find dyspeptic symptoms associated with the aspect of 
thin and poor blood, the only question can be whether they are 
wholly dependent upon the anosmia, or have any separate cause ; 
and this is best known by ascertaining which class of symptoms, 
the dyspeptic or the anemic, had the priority in commencement. 
And if the complex disorder began by the imperfect action of 
the stomach withholding the due supply of pabulum to the blood, 
we must still admit that the consequent anaemia will aggravate 
the dyspeptic symptoms ; just as we know that imperfect diges- 
tion, though caused by anaemia, necessarily tends to increase that 
state. It is probably in this way that bad food and chronic wast- 
ing diseases excite, as they occasionally do, persisting forms of 
dyspepsia, as they necessarily deteriorate the quality of the blood : 
bad food does not primarily excite permanent disorder. 

(3.) In some forms of disease a specific blood-crasis seems to 
exist, which has a close relation to the secretion of the stomach. 
To this class we might legitimately refer the inaptitude for diges- 
tion produced by inflammatory and febrile diseases ; but it must 
rather be restricted to indigestion arising in the gouty diathesis, 
the dyspepsia of drunkards, &c. In other cases the dyspepsia is 
more distinctly associated with disturbance of brain and mental 
excitement ; when it becomes difficult to say whether the effect 
be produced through the medium of the blood or of the nerves. 

(4.) There yet remain very numerous instances of dyspepsia, 
in which faulty secretion seems to be the principal cause of the 
defect in the digestive power, where we cannot trace it back to 
any antecedent cTrcum stances, and cannot explain the agency by 
which it has been established. Among them we include cases 
characterized by heartburn, pyrosis, flatulence, nausea, loathing 
of food, vomiting disagreeable tastes in the mouth, &c, which 
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occasionally occur in persons in comparative health, and are 
found to yield to the simplest treatment, but which, in their ha- 
bitual persistence, become so rebellious and intractable. 

Under any of these circumstances, the secretion of the stomach 
may be very variously modified. Thus, it may be deficient 
in the special principle (pepsin), which acts as a solvent of the 
albuminous substances; all animal food whatever will be found 
by the patient difficult of digestion; and as a consequence of its 
imperfect solution, fetid gases will be evolved, and unalterated 
fibres will be seen in the evacuations ; or, again, the secretion 
may be of such a character as to set up a process of fermentation 
rather than digestion, with the development of acid and flatus, 
which is very constantly associated with diarrhoea : or there may 
be excessive secretion, of feeble power, rising up and filling the 
mouth with tasteless fluid when the stomach is empty. The first 
of these is the condition most frequently resulting from strain of 
mind ; the second is the common precursor of gout ; the third is 
the usual result of bad and insufficient nutriment : but each of 
them may be met with casually, or even persisting for a consider- 
able period without any such definite causes. 

This short sketch would be incomplete if no allusion were made 
to the spasmodic pain which attacks persons subject to gouty dys- 
pepsia, and commonly known as gout in the stomach. Its place 
would seem to be in that class of cases in which irritability is a 
prominent symptom, as it is especially marked by violent pain in 
the epigastric region ; it is generally, however, preceded by symp- 
toms of faulty secretion, and passes off with a discharge of flatus 
from the stomach. 

It has been already stated that dyspepsia is frequently associated with other 
chronic diseases : we especially look for anreinia and emaciation in its slighter 
forms ; and in females for hysteria and functional derangements of the uterine 
organs. Among its causes we must not forget the possible effect of deleterious 
agents ; not only those which are distinctly recognized as poisons, but those 
also which bear the name of luxuries, such as tobacco and fermented liquors. 
Tubercular diseases may give rise to symptoms of dyspepsia, and they are 
occasionally also first betrayed by them. The condition of the liver and the 
functions of the brain must be each inquired into, both as causes and compli- 
cations of disordered stomach. Changes in the character of the urine will be 
found sometimes dependent solely on the mal-assimilation of nutriment ; and 
sometimes, while affording evidence of disorders especially referable to the 
kidney, are still very much influenced by the condition of the digestion. Skin 
diseases, in like manner, have a very close relation to dyspepsia. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

DISEASES OF THE INTESTINAL CANAL. 

Primary Division — General Relations of Inflammation. 

Div. I. — Diseases attended with Constipation. — § 1. Constipation — 

§ 2. Enteritis — § 3. Ileus — § 4. Obstruction. 
Div. II. Diseases attended with Relaxation. — § 1. Diarrhoea — 

§ 2. Dysentery — § 3. Ulceration. 
Div. III. — Diseases attended with altered Secretion. — § 1. Disordered 

Bowels — § 2. Tympanites. 

All diseases of the intestinal canal have one feature in com- 
mon, that they are accompanied either by constipation or relax- 
ation, or by an alternation of these two states. This is detailed 
as part of the necessary history of the case ; and it again comes 
before us in the inquiry "which we have supposed it necessary to 
make into the evidences of the general state of the patient before 
commencing the investigation of individual organs : it will there- 
fore, perhaps, best serve our present purpose to adopt this common 
feature as the basis of classification, and so follow out the symp- 
toms which are available in discriminating the various conditions 
which these circumstances serve primarily to indicate. 

It is necessary, before proceeding further, to make a few remarks on the 
subject of inflammation, to point out more clearly its relations to the action 
of the bowels. Idiopathic gastritis is almost unknown : peritonitis, as we shall 
see, is more common : inflammation of the stomach is sometimes conjoined 
with that of the peritoneum ; inflammation of the bowels is so more frequently, 
in consequence of their greater extent of surface. 

Enteritis, as a primary affection, holds a position in regard to frequency 
between gastritis and peritonitis ; but even when the inflammation seems to 
have begun in the bowel, it is almost always found to have affected the peri- 
toneum ; so that in general it is not easy to say which disease has been first 
in the order of succession. The cases of enteritis without peritoneal inflam- 
mation are among the curiosities of medical literature ; and possibly the highly 
susceptible membrane of the peritoneum is the first to take on inflammatory 
action, whether the irritation have been conveyed to it from within or from 
without. The disease known as enteritis consists of inflammation involving 
all the structures and especially the muscular coat of the canal ; and by com- 
mon consent, inflammation of the mucous membrane alone is not meant, when 
the name enteritis is employed. A knowledge of these relations is of great 
importance in symptomatology ; because, first, the inflammation involving the 
peritoneum produces great tenderness on pressure ; secondly, the inflammation 
of muscle produces paralysis, with interruption of peristaltic action and con- 
stipation ; and thirdly, the inflammation of other raucous membranes teaches 
us that the primary effect may be suppressed secretion, but that this is soon 
replaced by increased and altered secretion, perhaps by effusion of blood- 
active hemorrhage. 
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Division I. — Diseases attended with Constipation. 

§ 1. Constipation.— 7 Let us assume that the other indications of 
the general state of health do not point to any febrile disorder. 
The tongue indeed may be coated, and the appetite bad ; but 
thirst is not urgent, the skin has no unnatural heat, and the pulse 
is quiet : any specialty of the urine must be considered separately. 
In this simple form the patient merely seeks a remedy for con- 
stipation of the bowels. We inquire into the condition of the 
stomach, and most commonly find some indication of dyspepsia ; 
and it may be a question which of the two is primary : we seek 
also for evidence of biliary derangement, knowing this secretion 
to be of paramount importance in aiding the expulsion of the 
feces. 

In such a case we derive much information from its history : 
the progress of the disorder has been gradual ; the patient has 
had costive bowels for years, probably, before he has consulted 
any one on the subject; he has taken aperients, and then again 
has tried to do without. His habits next serve to point out the 
nature of the evil : he has perhaps led a sedentary or irregular 
life ; and in addition to this, his food may have been either luxu- 
rious and over-stimulant, inducing plethora ; or it may have been 
the reverse, and he has become anaemic. Patients, too, as they 
consider themselves competent to manage their own bowels, have 
something else to complain of when they seek advice — headache, 
occasional colic, or congestion of the lower abdominal viscera, 
resulting in hemorrhoids, or in uterine hemorrhage or leucor- 
rhcea. 

The two principal causes of constipation seem to be deficient 
secretion and want of peristaltic action : plethora rather points to 
the former, general anaemia or atony to the latter. But in the 
end, as accumulation of feculent matter proceeds, the muscular 
fibres are necessarily stretched, and become incapable of contract- 
ing efficiently; the fluid portion is absorbed, and masses of hard 
impacted feces remain in the bowels. Just as in other involun- 
tary muscles, the constant result of over-tension and imperfect 
power, is spasmodic and irregular action— colic, of which a very 
important variety has been mentioned as the effect of lead poison- 
ing: the symptom is the same, whether there be lead in the system 
or not ; but the blue line indicating its presence ought in such 
circumstances always to be sought for (see Chap. VI., Div. I., § 3). 
A very important result of this imperfect action is, that the 'feces 
get impacted and indurated in the colon and rectum : this is fol- 
lowed by thin watery secretions, which find their way past the 
hardened mass, and lead the patient to imagine that he is suffering 
from diarrhoea, and to use astringents, which increase the disorder. 
The abdomen becomes tumid ; dull percussion sound on the left 
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side and over the brim of the pelvis indicates the existence of accu- 
mulation ; and when purgatives fail to act, it may be suspected that 
there is some physical impediment to its egress, and the case puts 
on the characters of obstruction. 

§ 2. Enteritis. — This disease is only distinguished from other 
forms of obstruction by the presence of fever ; it is accompanied 
by inaction of the bowels after the administration of purgative 
medicine, pain of every variety of intensity, and vomiting, which 
is apt to become feculent or stercoraceous. 

A broad line of distinction can be traced between cases com- 
mencing suddenly without previous constipation, and those in 
which the attack is a mere aggravation of a pre-existing state. 
Colic has been mentioned as one of the results of habitual cos- 
tiveness ; but it is still more common when constipation is caused 
by some error in diet, or by some hardened mass unexpectedly 
inter rupting the progress of the excrementitious matters, when 
the bowels had been acting regularly : it occurs as a spasmodic 
and grinding or twisting pain, which is not at first accompanied 
bv tenderness, but, on the contrary, is relieved by pressure. This 
circumstance serves at once to distinguish it from that of peri- 
toneal inflammation : it is more liable to be confounded with the 
pain caused by the passage of a gall-stone (see Chap. XXIX., 
Div. I., § 5). Bj r judicious treatment, the peristaltic action per- 
haps once more returns to regularity, the bowels are evacuated, 
and the patient is restored to health. But if the remedies fail, 
the pain is soon accompanied by tenderness, the spasmodic action 
ceases, and is followed by paralysis, in consequence of inflamma- 
tion ; febrile symptoms are developed, medicines are rejected by 
vomiting, and no action of the bowel takes place ; the pain is 
more permanent, its exacerbations and intermissions are less 
marked ; in short, enteritis has supervened in consequence of the 
obstruction, and there is more or less of its accompanying peri- 
tonitis : in the further progress of the disease, the abdomen be- 
comes tense and tympanitic, the pulse small and thready, vomiting, 
which is partly stercoraceous, is followed by hiccup, and collapse, 
and death. 

These symptoms, however, may be developed without the pre- 
vious existence of anything resembling colic; tenderness may 
exist from the first, and the inflammation may have arisen with- 
out the intervention of any obstructing cause; and then it has 
probably travelled from without, beginning in partial, local peri- 
tonitis, and obstruction only occurring as a consequence of the 
inflammation of the bowel. In both classes, the existence of the 
inflammation is shown by the permanence of pain, the presence of 
tenderness, and the febrile action ; the question as to what was the 
exciting cause is one of minor importance. Indeed, any history 
which seems to point to obstruction, and the prominent symptom 
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of inaction of the bowels, are both very apt to lead us away from 
the important fact of enteritis being really present. 

§ 3. Ileus and Intussusception. — Physicians of the largest expe- 
rience and most comprehensive judgment have failed to deduce 
from the symptoms indications which can be regarded wholly 
trustworthy as to the nature of this disease. Its commencement 
is very analogous to the first form of enteritis just spoken of: the 
colic is more severe : there is usually complete remission of pain 
for a while, which again returns with increased violence. In 
contrast to simple colic, the spasm is more regular in its recur- 
rence, there is less sensation of twisting and grinding, and more 
of a continued paroxysm, caused by the violent and energetic 
action of the muscular fibre to overcome the obstruction : the large 
coils of intestine may sometimes be felt rolling and turning over 
in the abdomen during its continuance. In the progress of the 
disease, when the bowel is inverted, paralysis of fibre induced by 
inflammation, acts as a further impediment, but primarily the 
obstacle is mechanical. 

As in enteritis, the cause of its occurrence may be the presence 
of some solid mass in the intestine : the symptoms of the two 
affections are, therefore, often intermingled together, and the suc- 
cess of treatment may depend on a discrimination of their coex- 
istence. In the first-mentioned form of enteritis, for example, a 
very limited amount of inflammation in the immediate proximity 
of the solid substance may give rise to manifest and characteristic, 
evidence of some form of obstruction ; and yet, on the fact of the 
practitioner recognizing and obviating the slighter and less- 
marked condition of local inflammation, may entirely rest the 
safety of his patient. 

Closely resembling intussusception are those cases in which 
the bowel is inclosed in a band of adhesion when at first there 
is no inflammation : the history may be simply that the bowels 
have not acted, that medicine has been taken without effect, that 
sickness has come on, and finally, that paroxysms of pain have 
recurred at intervals : or the order may be inverted, violent pain 
having first occurred, accompanied by vomiting from the com- 
mencement ; and it is only discovered at a later period that the 
bowels will not act : or, again, the vomiting may be absent in 
either case for a considerable period. In all of them there is ulti- 
mately more or less of inflammation set up ; and if the patient be 
not seen till then, hope may for a short time linger over the pos- 
sibility of relief following on the use of antiphlogistic measures, 
which is only dissipated by the utter futility of the most judicious 
treatment. 

§ 4. Obstruction. — The rules of diagnosis are so obscure, that a 
large number of cases must be classed under this head, of which 
the only fact known is that the bowels obstinately refuse to act : 
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but as in enteritis we found that very generally the attack com- 
menced either with colic or tenderness on pressure, in ileus that 
the stoppage occurred suddenly without previous derangement of 
bowels, so we find in this class that long-continued constipation 
has usually preceded the obstruction. Here we have clearly two 
possible states — a gradually diminishing calibre of the bowel, or 
a condition of extreme distension from long-standing accumula- 
tion and impaction — which are both quite different from those 
already referred to ; but the mere fact of habitual constipation, 
although of great importance, does not necessarily indicate either 
condition; the habit may exist without the evil effect. In cases 
of obstruction we have the additional fact of the bowels being 
loaded with feculent matter : when no organic disease exists, this 
always occupies the lower end of the colon; when pressure from 
without is the cause of obstruction, the accumulation will also 
generally be found where the bowel is fixed near its outlet : stric- 
ture usually affects the rectum or the lower part of the colon. 
In some rare cases it happens that the narrowed portion is found 
high up, and then large accumulation cannot take place : in such 
instances, there is a great resemblance to ileus. 

In cases of obstruction, we derive much help from physical 
diagnosis. Having first learned the fact of constipation, we en- 
deavor, by palpation, to discover the position of the distended 
bowel; the pelvis must be explored in search of a tumor which 
might press on the canal from without ; and, lastly, the rectum 
itself must be examined to determine the presence of impacted 
feces, or discover the position of stricture by digital examination, 
and the introduction of instruments. The exploration ought 
never to be omitted when the bowels are obstructed ; and much 
light is always to be obtained from the simple, and it may be said 
necessary, employment of injections. When carefully performed, 
the amount of liquid that can be slowly injected into the canal 
may be said to be a direct measure of the extent of permeable 
intestine situated below the obstruction. In all cases in which it 
is towards the lower part of the bowels, vomiting, if prolonged 
or repeated, is apt to present a stercoraceous character. 

One or two points afford occasional aid in determining the position and 
character of the obstruction. If the point at which pain is felt be also that 
at which we can trace the transition from a distended to a collapsed and empty 
state of the canal, we may feel pretty sure that this is the point of obstruc- 
tion: the condition of the colon, which through its whole extent is compara- 
tively fixed and immovable, especially demands examination with this view. 
Both symptoms, however, are apt to be indefinite-the pain extending over 
the whole abdomen-the relation of the distended portion to the rest of the 
intestine not to be recognized; and this is especially true when the small in- 

testine is affected. . , . . ,. . . . . 

A less trustworthy sign is derived from the urinary secretion, which is 
generally scanty when the obstruction is high up, and more abundant when it 
is situated lower down. This is very liable to be interfered with by other 
clcumstancesrsuch as the existence of fever. Still less reliance is to be 
23 
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placed on the allegation that vomiting comes on earlier, and is more distress- 
ing when the obstruction is high up. 

Of the cases of sudden stoppage, it may be said in general terms, that 
about one-third are due to intussusception, one-third to some form of internal 
strangulation, and scarcely one-third to all other causes together. We incline 
to believe the cause of the obstruction to be invagination, if a little bloody 
mucus be passed by stool, if a sudden pain were felt before vomiting had 
been experienced, and when constipation had not been known to exist; we 
more readily assume that the gut is strangulated by a band of adhesion, if we 
can make out from the patient's history that he has had an attack of abdo- 
minal inflammation at any previous period ; in their subsequent progress the 
former is more frequently associated with inflammatory fever than the latter. 

By far the greater number of cases of gradual obstruction depend on stric- 
ture, too frequently cancerous : it is scarcely necessary to allude to an 
appearance occasionally observed, that the feces have been for some time 
previously of small diameter, because in such a case the constriction of the 
bowel must be quite within the reach of physical examination. But, it may 
be observed, that a previous history of long-continued diarrhoea, with un- 
healthy discharges of pus, blood, &c, may suggest the probability of con- 
traction as a sequence of the ulcerative process at a higher portion of the 
canal. 

Enteritis has to be distinguished from peritonitis, with which in some cases 
it stands in very close relation : it is very apt to be simulated by calculous or 
gouty nephralgia. The other forms of obstructive disease are more nearly 
allied to hernia ; it is, indeed, sometimes an internal hernia, which is only 
irremediable in so far as it is removed from manual interference : great 
blame is justly due to the practitioner who omits examining every part 
where a hernia may possibly come within reach of relief in a case of insupera- 
ble constipation. 

Division II. — Diseases attended with Eelaxation. 

§ 1. Diarrhoea. — "We now come to those conditions of the in- 
testinal canal which are marked by excessive action of the bowels : 
they are chiefly dependent on the state of the mucous membrane, 
including in that term the whole secreting apparatus. The dis- 
orders of this class may be formed into several distinct groups, 
from a consideration of their history and attendant phenomena. 

a. With no heat of skin or quickness of pulse, we have (1) a 
history of previous constipation, when slight watery discharges 
are taking place, in consequence of the irritation of the mucous 
membrane by the accumulation : (2), the ingestion of some un- 
healthy aliment, or of a larger quantity of food than the stomach 
can digest, which passes into the intestine in a crude condition. 
In both of these cases there is usually pain and a foul tongue ; 
the action is a preservative one, by which nature seeks to expel 
the offending material, and, if opposed, dangerous inflammation 
and obstruction may result. (3) This reaction may have served 
to remove the cause of disturbance, and yet the diarrhoea may 
persist merely as an excessive secretion set up by the irritation 
and congestion of the membrane. (4) It may result from expo- 
sure to changes of temperature, producing changes analogous to 
the more common effects of cold on the bronchial membrane. Of 
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this kind seems to be that form of diarrhoea which is often pre- 
valent in summer when the tongue is coated, the stools dark, and 
there are griping pains in the abdomen. (5) The genuine summer 
cholera, on the other hand, is marked by copious, pale, watery 
evacuations, with a clean tongue, a cold skin, and no abdominal 
pain ; it is exactly like the choleraic diarrhoea, which attends the 
spread of epidemic cholera. (6) There is also a very well-marked 
form dependent on disorder of the liver and excessive secretion 
of bile, to which the name of bilious diarrhoea is not inappropri- 
ate ; it is most commonly, however, associated with excesses in 
eating and drinking, and is consequently allied with the class of 
cases caused by indigestion. 

b. "When general symptoms are present they belong, in a large 
number of cases, to some other disease, of which diarrhoea is also 
only symptomatic. 

To determine this point we must refer to the modes of investi- 
gation and sources of information enumerated in treating of these 
diseases themselves ; as the most common we may mention con- 
tinued fever with bowel-symptoms, tubercular diseases, and albu- 
minuria. In the two first it is always accompanied by ulceration, 
in the latter the secretion seems to be often vicarious of that of 
the kidney. 

c. Diarrhoea, with febrile symptoms which are not referable to 
any other disease, is more frequently seen in this country in child- 
hood than in adult life. Inflammation of the mucous membrane, 

' with a tendency to ulceration, is the pathological condition which, 
in its fullest development, is only met with in dysentery. The 
tongue is coated, the pulse quick, the skin hot, with much thirst ; 
the bowels continue for some days to act very many times, and 
the stools soon become slimy and mixed with blood : among chil- 
dren there is very often prolapsus ani ; then follow the appear- 
ances of putrid flesh and fetid puriform matter, corresponding to 
the analogous appearances in true dysentery. But the symptoms 
may stop short of this extreme condition, and then it is often 
hard to distinguish them from those of dental irritation ; there is 
nothing, indeed, to show that the latter may not pass into inflam- 
mation, and in infantile life it is a very frequent source of febrile 
diarrhoea. 

Again, we more frequently see the condition of membrane 
which is' characterized by aphthae of the mouth and fauces in 
childhood, than we do in adult life, and among them the occa- 
sional presence of a similar condition at the anus, affords still 
further proof that the malady is not a local one. 

d. Chronic diarrhoea is very often dependent on ulceration ; 
but we have abundant proof that it also sometimes persists for 
long periods without any indication of such a condition from the 
character of the stools. Many persons are subject to it from the 
most trivial causes. In childhood the complaint is often very 
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obstinate, and yet ultimately complete recovery proves that no 
structural change has occurred : in other instances it depends on 
disease of the mesenteric glands, and is only one form of its asso- 
ciation with tubercles in early life. 

§ 2. Dysentery. — This disease, which was at one time much 
more common in our own country than it now is, still continues 
to be one of the most serious affections of tropical climates. It 
presents to us the most severe form of inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, tending to very extensive ulceration. 

In its pathological relations it is probably allied to acute diarrhoea with 
great irritation : the instances are, perhaps, more numerous than we are aware 
of in which the local action predominates, and the fever is only symptomatic, 
though they be at present regarded as fever with bowel complication, except 
when symptoms arise which are more distinctly dysenteric. Such appear- 
ances can only be seen when the large intestine is the principal site of the dis- 
eased action, because, if it were confined to the upper part of the bowel, while 
the colon remained healthy, the secretions would be so changed in their pas- 
sage that the peculiar characters could not be observed ; and, indeed, this is 
in part true of dysentery itself as affecting different portions of the colon. 
On the other hand, there are good reasons for regarding true dysentery as 
something quite distinct from affections of the small intestine in which febrile 
symptoms are present ; and, perhaps, as we have ceased to regard the ulcera- 
tion of the ileum as anything more than a symptom of common bowel-fever, 
we ought to regard the ulceration of the colon only as a symptom of another 
" fever ;" at all events, we find that, as in the one the ulceration seldom affects 
the colon, and then only in its upper end, so in the other, the ulceration seldom 
extends any distance from the colon into the small intestine. 

The chief symptom relied on in dysentery is the passing of 
bloody mucus with hardened scybalous masses of feculent matter ; 
but this is really the evidence of a mild attack, in which the lower 
part of the colon is alone involved. In the severer cases diarrhoea 
first comes on, emptying the whole of the large intestine ; and 
only subsequently do bloody and mucous discharges, with tenes- 
mus, occur. Its commencement is generally sudden, with pain in 
the abdomen, in the hypogastrium, and perhaps especially on the 
left side : if the lower end of the colon only suffer, the feces from 
above are passed as scybala ; glairy bloody mucus is discharged, 
which in a short time becomes purulent and offensive, and as 
ulceration proceeds a greater amount of hemorrhage generally 
continues : tenesmus is always a distressing symptom, and is some- 
times conjoined with irritation of the bladder and the urethra. 
"When the pyrexia is not very evident, it is of importance to 
ascertain that the blood does not come from the rectum, where 
local disease may exist, either in the form of haemorrhoids, or as 
cancerous or fungoid growth. 

Chronic dysentery might almost be classed under ulceration, 
for under no other circumstances does ulceration proceed so far; 
but we have reason to regard it as a specific disease, as it gene- 
rally follows on an acute attack : the patient has probably been 
in a tropical climate, the bowels have since been always irregular, 
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the motions unhealthy, commonly mingled with pus or muco- 
purulent secretion, and often with blood. The disease, however, 
remains quiescent until something arouses it to fresh activity ; 
some disorder of stomach, or exposure to cold or wet brings on 
a partially acute attack : or else, from the extensive disorganiza- 
tion which has occurred, enormous accumulations arise in the 
colon, which it is unable to propel : these cannot be effectually 
got rid of by the aid of remedies ; low, wasting, suppurative fever 
supervenes, with gradual exhaustion, or the diseased structure is 
attacked by low inflammation, terminating in a condition allied 
to sphacelus. 

§ 3. Ulceration. — Little can be said to elucidate this form of 
bowel ailment. "We know it to exist in phthisis, and in continued 
fever : and in either case when there is irritability of the canal, 
with watery, unhealthy, and frequently fetid stools, and the tongue 
is glazed or aphthous, we have good grounds for concluding that 
ulceration is going on. We may, perhaps, also be justified in 
predicating it, when in other instances similar conditions persist, 
in spite of treatment, and we are unable to discover any other 
disorder of the abdominal viscera to account for their presence. 
It is not common as an idiopathic disease, and it may exist for 
long periods without giving rise to any distinct symptoms at all. 

Hemorrhage is perhaps one of the most certain indications when it occurs 
spontaneously and in considerable quantity ; the appearance of the blood, in 
some measure, aids in determining from what portion of the canal it comes, 
because its coloring matter is very readily acted on by the secretion of the 
bowels, and can only present a florid aspect when the point of its discharge 
is situated near the anus : the color is otherwise black, and hence the name of 
" melaena" has been given to this form of hemorrhage. Evacuations of similar 
character occur when the blood comes from the stomach, and the blackest 
and most pitchy evacuations are seen when this is their source. Haemateme- 
sis would of course determine that blood had been effused into the stomach 
itself, but, though a common consequence of its presence, it is by no means 
essential, and must not be made the basis of an absolute rule in diagnosis. 

The presence of pus in the stools can only indicate ulceration low down in 
the canal : its quantity cannot be large unless the ulcerated surface be such 
as is seen in dysentery, and its admixture with feculent matter must necessa- 
rily alter its characters and prevent its recognition if it pass through any 
great length of the intestine. A red and glazed tongue, with a tendency to 
the formation of aphthous crusts, has been before alluded to as indicating a 
general state of the mucous membrane which is disposed to ulceration ; it is 
seldom noticed, however, except in cases of phthisis or bowel-fever. 

Div. III. — Diseases attended with altered Secretion. 

It might very fairly be argued that many cases of which con- 
stipation is a prominent symptom, and all of those attended with 
diarrhoea, should be classed under this division. Our object, how- 
ever, is not pathological accuracy, but simplicity of arrangement, 
and we have now to do with cases in which either diarrhoea is 
continually alternating with constipation, or the evacuations ex- 
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hibit special characters which show that some form of secretion 
is wanting or perverted. 

§ 1. Disordered Bowels. — This first subdivision must include by 
far the larger number of cases ; we are yet far too ignorant of the 
special actions going on to attempt to classify them more accu- 
rately, and the only reason for their enumeration is, that the ques- 
tion of classification leads to investigating symptoms more closely, 
and thinking more clearly of the morbid actions present, and 
therefore tends to a more judicious selection of remedies. 

a. In childhood we often find a condition of mal-nutrition and 
anaemia, with a ravenous appetite and unhealthy secretions, when 
the rectum is very generally loaded with ascarides : in such cases 
it used to be imagined that the worms were the cause of all the 
symptoms; it seems more probable that the true explanation is 
to be found in the faulty secretion of the canal affording a nisus 
for the development of the parasite. Whether the condition of 
the bowels be primary or secondary, it is of no importance to 
inquire, because it is invariably accompanied by symptoms of 
more general disorder, and these demand our attention and care 
quite as much as the local ailment. It is also quite a matter of 
accident whether there be diarrhoea or constipation at the time of 
examination, because, as a general rule, we shall find that neither 
condition is persistent, but that the child has been subject to one 
or other for some time. The chief difficulty presented is the close 
analogy of such cases to those of mesenteric disease : so little is 
known of the scrofulous element that we can scarcely form any 
correct diagnosis until the dry shrivelled skin and prominent 
belly leave us in no doubt : and our prognosis must be always 
guarded when any symptoms of scrofula have been marked in 
the child's history. 

b. In other cases the evacuations present appearances more or 
less definitely indicating the secretion that is at fault. Thus we 
have the "chopped spinach" appearance of the stools in infancy, 
their excessively dark color, or the opposite in adult life, each 
pointing out that the biliary secretion is that to which attention 
should be paid : in other instances, undigested aliment, mixed with 
feculent matter, shows that the gastric juice is defective in quality, 
or insufficient in quantity : the lodgment of dark, offensive feces, 
again, which are got rid of by nature or art, from time to time, 
rather leads to the belief that the secretion in the bowels them- 
selves is defective. 

We must not forget in this enumeration, the frothy, yeast-like 
motions which are occasionally passed, and seem to show that 
fermentation has taken the place of intestinal digestion, just as 
We found the same circumstance, when occurring in the stomach, 
indicated by vomiting of a similar character. Nor must we omit 
that rare condition which has been, with some reason, attributed 
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to disease of the pancreas — viz., the passage of fatty matter in a 
liquid state along with the feces, which floats on the surface of 
water, and consolidates with cold. 

Much may undoubtedly be learned from an inspection of the stools ; and no 
careful practitioner will omit it when treating a case in which there is a pos- 
sibility of disease of the abdominal viscera. In almost any of the cases just 
mentioned, the first complaint is very likely to be of a transient diarrhoea, in 
consequence of the irritation which these matters excite ; or, passing by the 
repeated alternations of constipation, the patient may only speak of being 
subject to diarrhoea, and, until the excreta be seen, we may be ignorant of his 
real state. It seems pretty certain that, when we find irregular action lasting 
for a considerable period, we may regard it as due to a fault in some of those 
secretions which serve to prepare the alimentary substances for the uses of 
the economy, and our chief object must be to detect and correct that fault : 
in the majority of instances this can only be done by ascertaining the charac- 
ter of the stools. 

§ 2. Tympanites. — The presence cf flatus in the abdomen, as it 
always results from any disorder of the bowels, would not deserve 
mention except that cases are occasionally seen in which this is 
the principal ailment. "We search in vain for other direct evi- 
dence of faulty secretion ; and, except that the bowels are usually 
sluggish, and the patient suffers much inconvenience from the dis- 
tension, the circumstance might be disregarded altogether. The 
cases do not present any great difficulty in diagnosis, but they are 
very troublesome to manage : the only point which we have to 
ascertain with care is, that the enlargement of the abdomen is 
not produced by some other cause, while the resonance is no more 
than that usually heard on percussiDg over the intestines when 
thus pushed forward. Such a combination of distension and re- 
sonance, for example, may be observed when a small quantity of 
fluid exists low down in the peritoneum ; and mistakes of this 
kind have been made when the distension was produced by en- 
largement of some of the pelvic viscera ; e. g., the uterus or the 
bladder. 

A tympanitic condition exists, very generally, in peritonitis, both in its 
acute and chronic forms ; it is also very common in bowel-fever. Each of 
these diseases present symptoms which ought not to be overlooked and can- 
not be misunderstood ; in them the distension is not caused so much by any 
abnormal condition of the secretions as by the loss of muscular power, which 
allows the flatus to accumulate. It is possible that a similar condition may 
have to do with the production of genuine tympanites, and that it may be in 
part due to muscular paralysis : it seems, however, scarcely possible that it 
should exist to any great extent from this cause alone, and I think there can 
be no doubt, whether any other disorder of the bowel mark its presence or 
not, that faulty secretion is an essential element. The diagnosis of this con- 
dition of things rests, indeed, rather on negative than positive evidence ; the 
tympanitic distension may be proved, but in the further analysis of the case, 
we have to make out rather the absence of actual disease than the presence 
of any morbid condition of which pathology can lay hold ; hence, it is one in 
which we are very liable to error, and one which increasing knowledge may at 
some future period enable us to discard altogether from our nosology. The 
difficulties are certainly not lessened by the circumstance that it is very often 
associated with hysteria. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

DISEASES OF THE PERITONEUM. 

§ 1. Acute Peritonitis— {a) Traumatic — (6) Puerperal— {c) Idio- 
pathic— \d) Partial— % 2. Chronic Peritonitis—Simple— Tuber- 
cular or Cancerous— % 3. Morbid Growths in the Peritoneum. 

In speaking in general terms of the diseases of the peritoneum 
we might include all those occasions on which it bears a part in 
disease of the viscera which it incloses. It seems better, how- 
ever, to limit our attention to those conditions in which the mem- 
brane is principally or alone involved — the acute and chronic 
forms of inflammation ; along with the latter the non-inflamma- 
tory exudations must be noticed, and the occasional association 
of ascites : a few remarks must also be made upon those tumors 
which, as they are unconnected with any particular organ, will 
not find a place in the succeeding pages of this volume. 

§ 1. Acute Peritonitis. — The extent of the serous membrane 
lining the abdominal cavity is such that, when the inflammation 
pervades its whole surface, the symptoms are more severe than 
are met with in any other organ of the body ; and at the same 
time its folds are so numerous that the spread of the inflamma- 
tory action is liable to be checked by the adhesion of two con- 
tiguous portions in a way that is not met with in other serous 
membranes. We might, therefore, divide the cases into general 
and partial peritonitis ; but, for the purposes of diagnosis, the for- 
mer must be again subdivided, as the history, the progress, and 
the symptoms are so dissimilar in the different forms, that they 
might almost be regarded as distinct diseases. 

a. Traumatic peritonitis. — I can find no better name for that 
which arises suddenly, after rupture of some organ and escape of 
its contents into the abdomen ; and this, whether occurring from 
external violence or not : it differs in no respect from the inflam- 
mation excited by a penetrating wound of the abdomen. It 
general^ results from previous thinning of the membrane by dis- 
ease ; but on this point the history of the case is perhaps silent. 
Sometimes, indeed, we may learn that the individual has had 
haematemesis, or other symptoms of ulceration of the stomach, or 
the persistence of diarrhoea in phthisis, or in convalescence from 
fever, points to a similar condition of the small intestine. With- 
out any previous warning, the patient is suddenly seized with 
severe pain on making some unusual strain ; we find great ten- 
derness and tension over the abdomen, extreme prostration, pro- 
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bably sickness and painful efforts at vomiting ; the pulse is fee- 
ble, quick, and laboring; the skin becomes cold, and covered 
with perspiration ; and he sinks rapidly. The state of collapse 
resembles cholera, but there »is no evacuation from the bowels ; 
the mental faculties are clear, and therefore narcotic poisoning is 
excluded, while both suppositions are opposed by the existence 
of extreme pain all over the abdomen ; and, on the other hand, 
there is no irritation about the mouth and fauces to suggest the 
possibility of irritant poisoning. 

Perhaps we may obtain a history of a blow or a fall which may 
have ruptured the stomach or the liver, &c; death has been even 
known to result from a blow on the stomach without rupture, in 
which, from its suddenness, peritonitis can have had no share. 
Occasionally we meet with suppression of urine ; and when the 
catheter is introduced, only a few drops of blood are evacuated, 
and then it is probable that the bladder has been ruptured by the 
accident. 

The symptoms are occasionally not quite so severe, because the 
effusion of the visceral contents has been, to a certain extent, 
limited by adhesions, and then the attack cannot be distinguished 
from idiopathic general, or partial peritonitis. 

b. Puerperal peritonitis presents the same features as the third 
form, of which we have yet to speak ; it is only distinguished by 
its history in connection with childbirth, and demands separate 
notice, from the peculiar condition of the blood with which it is 
associated, and the different treatment which it consequently de- 
mands. 

On this point practical medicine has made great advances in late years : 
inflammation, which post-mortem examination reveals to have been of great 
extent and intensity, does not of necessity suggest the use of the lancet ; the 
correlative symptoms must be taken into account, both with reference to the 
previous exhaustion of labor, and the special characteristics of the disease in 
the individual case. It seems highly probable that two forms of puerperal peri- 
tonitis exist, of which the one corresponds to ordinary inflammation, being only 
modified by the previous exhaustion of a labor perhaps unusually severe ; the 
other, by far the most common, is the result of suppurative changes in the 
blood, and presents analogies to erysipelas. It is worth remembering that, as 
erysipelas and its allied diseases occasionally put on an epidemic character, so 
also does puerperal fever ; and its frequent occurrence at any given time would 
tend to confirm a diagnosis drawn from the character of the symptoms, which 
are asthenic, and approximate those of suppurative fever. The pulse is very 
• frequent and feeble, there is often diarrhoea, the tongue is not much coated, 
and more frequently raw and chapped, and even an aphthous state of the 
mouth and of the anus are recorded. The question of its propagation by 
contagion, which is now pretty generally acknowledged, may also serve to 
guide our opinion, because, if in the hands of the same practitioner another 
case of puerperal fever have recently occurred, there is good ground for sus- 
pecting that, through some means or other, the same blood-poison has been 
introduced. 

In a few cases the inflammation becomes limited to the uterus 
and its appendages, when the disease does not differ from cases 
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occurring in the non-parturient state, which we class as local peri- 
tonitis. 

c. Idiopathic peritonitis will give a very different history, ac- 
cording to the circumstances in which it occurs, and the causes 
on which it depends. It may arise in a stout, healthy person, 
from exposure, or from injury ; or, in the very opposite condi- 
tion, in one worn by fever or phthisis, when excited by extensive 
ulceration of the coats of the bowel, even when no rupture oc- 
curs. Its close connection with enteritis has been already men- 
tioned ; it is similarly allied to inflammation on the upper side 
of the diaphragm, sometimes preceding, sometimes following 
diaphragmatic pleurisy ; it is often met with in uterine derange- 
ments apart from pregnancy, although then it is more generally 
local and limited. 

The best examples of its pure type will be found in cases 
which are believed to have been excited by exposure, when at 
least no other cause can be assigned, or those which have followed 
some mechanical violence, without rupture of any viscus. The 
leading symptom is pain and tenderness, which we know to be 
characteristic of inflammation of all serous membranes. Enough 
has been already said to show the necessity for caution in taking 
this symptom as our chief ' indication ; but with due care we 
cannot be deceived in a case of general peritonitis. There is not 
only the complaint of pain, but the position of pain ; the patient 
shrinks from pressure, and we learn more from the expression of 
pain by feature than by exclamation ; but the evidence is still 
more trustworthy which is obtained from the bending of the 
limbs, the motionless diaphragm, and the fixedness of the body. 
We must not rudely press on the abdomen ; but its distended out- 
line and its tympanitic tension and tenderness show clearly that 
inflammation is going on beneath the surface. Besides this, there 
is the presence of fever, a quick pulse, a coated tongue, and a hot 
skin ; often sickness, sometimes dysuria, and, if the mucous mem- 
brane be affected, the bowels may be relaxed ; but more commonly 
there is constipation from a sort of paralysis of the muscular 
fibre, which also produces the tympanitic distension : even if the 
stools be watery, there is always a certain impediment to the free 
action of the bowels. 

Such may be regarded perhaps as an extreme case, and it may be alleged 
that there are others of a much milder form : at all events, in common par- 
lance many cases are spoken of as " inflammation" which do not come up to 
this type. The majority of these, when inflammation really exists, belong to 
the next division ; in a few, perhaps, from constitutional apathy, the evidence 
of suffering is less distinct ; but in a large number I think we must admit that 
errors in diagnosis are committed from taking a contracted view of the symp- 
toms, being contented with the observation of one or two, while the rest are 
forgotten or overlooked. Genuine cases of idiopathic peritonitis are certainly 
rare ; and when there has been no injury, when there is no evidence of ante- 
cedent affection of the intestines, and the case does not belong to the puer- 
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peral form, the practitioner ought not hastily to come to the conclusion that 
he has so formidable a disease to deal with ; at the same time, when the pa- 
tient is in fair health, the error of over-activity is perhaps the least dangerous. 

d. Partial peritonitis. — During the incursion of an ordinary 
attack of peritonitis, the pain is frequently confined to one spot, 
where it may linger for a considerable period ; and this is very 
generally the lower part of the abdomen : for a time the pulse is 
not particularly accelerated. These are cases in which it is due 
to some local cause, and from thence it may spread to the whole 
membrane, or may remain fixed at the spot where it originated, 
putting on a subacute type, and preserving a local character. 
Partial peritonitis is no doubt very often overlooked, and leaves 
traces of its existence in bands of adhesion, when no account of 
its history is obtained. The chief indication upon which we 
must rely is the existence of tenderness on pressure, accompanied 
by slight pyrexia. This serves to distinguish it from colic, and 
from the passage of a calculus, whether biliary or renal, the latter 
more especially imitating it in site : in them the pain greatly ex- 
ceeds the tenderness, and, indeed, is often relieved by pressure, 
while the pulse is slower than natural — slower at all events than 
we could imagine possible if the same amount of pain were due 
to inflammatory action. 

Partial peritonitis may be excited by ulceration of the bowels 
which does not proceed to an extreme degree, and has a conser- 
vative tendency to prevent perforation ; this constantly happens 
in phthisis, when it may pass alogether unobserved. It is very 
often produced by some unusual irritation within the bowel, 
such, for example, as the lodgment of undigested substances 
about the caecum ; and these cases very frequently pass into sup- 
puration. Sometimes the puerperal inflammation is thus limited 
to the neighborhood of the uterus, and pus may be ultimately 
discharged by the rectum or vagina, or the uterus and its appen- 
dages may become matted together and adherent to surrounding 
parts. It is not uncommon in women who are subject to irregu- 
lar menstruation, especially when attended by uterine irritation ; 
but with them the disease seldom terminates in suppuration. 

When the inflammation is of any notable extent, or when the 
rest of the membrane is in any degree irritated by the persistence 
of the local action, we generally find some expression of tender- 
ness in the posture of the patient besides what is observed on 
pressure; dysuria, too, is a very common symptom in those 
attacks which are seated in the pelvis. As the disease advances, 
considerable infiltration of the surrounding tissues takes place, 
and local swelling may be observed, at first deep-seated, but very 
soon involving the parietes, which become hard and painful over 
the seat of inflammation, in preparation, as it were, for the occur- 
rence of suppuration. 
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In enteritis we have a set of symptoms which, without reaching the same 
intensity as general peritonitis, have a character very similar to those of 
partial peritonitis, only with more decided constipation, more constant vomit- 
ing ; and it is really of no consequence whether we can discriminate between 
the two, or can say, when both exist together, which is the more prominent. 

In fever, again, it is of importance that the existence of the blood-disease 
should not be lost sight of in regard to treatment, and if in the early stage 
there be pain of the bowels, with tympanites and tenderness, the diagnosis re- 
quires care. Two facts we may remember, first, that in fever the symptoms 
which are called febrile, the hot skin, quick pulse, &c, predominate, and are 
out of proportion to the local sign of tenderness; second, that the bowels 
are relaxed, with borborygmi or meteorismus in fever, while such a circum- 
stance is much less common in peritonitis, and is always attended with aggra- 
vation of the pain ; fever spots on the abdomen would of course remove any 
doubt. In advanced fever genuine peritonitis very often comes on either with 
or without rupture of the intestine ; in its treatment regard must be had to 
the previous existence of blood-disease. 

§ 2. Chronic Peritonitis. — Two forms of this disease are recog- 
nized, a. The acute attack runs on into a chronic form. b. An 
insidious disease arises without acute symptoms, which is most 
commonly associated with a tubercular or a cancerous diathesis. 

a. The suppurative stage of partial peritonitis, as it may con- 
tinue for a lengthened period, might be regarded as an instance 
of chronic disease : the condition, however, which we wish to dis- 
tinguish by this name, is one in which the acute symptoms have 
entirely subsided. The patient, perhaps, continues liable to uneasi- 
ness in some particular part of the abdomen, which, on examina- 
tion, is found to be harder than natural ; occasional exacerbations 
occur, and after a long interval, during one of these accessions of 
fever, the case terminates in suppuration, the matter either finding 
vent outwards, or exciting general peritonitis and blood-poisoning. 
In other cases the inflammation has been more general, the bowels 
have contracted adhesions, and the patient is subject to constant 
irritation, both in the interior of the canal and in the peritoneum 
itself; there is almost constant tenderness, and at length suppu- 
rative inflammation supervenes, or ascites is developed, or the 
action of the bowels is so seriously interrupted that the patient 
sinks from mere inanition. 

If the history of such cases be sufficiently distinct, the difficulty 
of diagnosis is not great; but there is generally little trustworthy 
information to be obtained beyond the fact that there has been at 
no very great distance of time a severe illness with much pain 
in the abdomen ; and when with this there is abiding tenderness, 
with some acceleration of pulse, and some tendency to constipa- 
tion ; when the general outline of the abdomen is full and rather 
tense and tympanitic; if there be, on the one hand, hardness felt 
in a particular spot, or, on the other, serous effusion found in the 
cavity of the peritoneum — the diagnosis may be regarded as 
pretty certain. The greatest chance of error is when hardness is 
felt, because such a circumstance might be caused by fecal accu- 



CHRONIC PERITONITIS. 357 

mulation. But when neither hardness is felt nor fluid detected, 
there will be a considerable resemblance to cases of ulceration of 
the bowels : in them, however, diarrhoea is generally present, 
while in chronic peritonitis the bowels are irregular, and rather 
incline to constipation. 

In speaking of ascites, reference was made to its occasionally resulting 
from chronic peritonitis ; but it was then observed that really this is not by 
any means its common cause. It is true that along with the thickened cap- 
sule of the liver there is often found a certain thickening of the peritoneal 
membrane, and possibly this condition may have a clinical history of inflam- 
mation which we have overlooked ; but, except there be the evidence of adhe- 
sions, it seems a misappropriation of language to call this pathological state by 
a name which implies the existence of a disease of which during life we have 
no proof whatever. Chronic peritonitis, in so far as it can be traced at the bed- 
side, always gives rise to adhesions ; and for this reason the ascites which 
occasionally supervenes very generally presents characters of much interest, 
which tend more or less to obscure its diagnosis. The relations of the fluid 
to the intestine are changed, they no longer obey the laws of gravitation, but 
either a portion of intestine, which is specifically lighter, is tied down, so that 
it cannot rise to the surface of the fluid, or the whole of the fluid is so hemmed 
in by adhesions that it cannot reach the most depending situation, although 
itself specifically heavier. In using the term ascites in this way it must be 
understood that such an accumulation of fluid is meant as really becomes of 
itself a source of inconvenience or of danger to the patient : for, though the 
peritoneal membrane in its inflammations contrasts very remarkably with the 
pleura in regard to effusion, yet a small quantity of turbid serum, mixed with 
flakes of lymph, or of fluid closely resembling pus, may be found in most cases 
both of acute and chronic peritonitis. Ascites never occurs as the immediate 
effect of acute peritonitis. 

b. In the second form the symptoms come on so insidiously 
that there is generally no complaint of illness till the disease is 
fully developed ; and were it otherwise, the indications of what is 
going on are not sufficiently distinct to be relied on. When the 
patient is first seen there is generally a persistent acceleration of 
the pulse, with a certain amount of emaciation and loss of strength ; 
the bowels act irregularly, and the motions are often unhealthy 
and offensive: sometimes, however, this symptom is wanting; he 
complains of deep-seated pain or uneasiness, with a feeling of ten- 
sion or fulness of the abdomen. Placed on his back in bed, the 
abdomen is still full ; and though the extreme tension and tender- 
ness of acute peritonitis be wanting, yet pressure causes uneasi- 
ness, and the parietes have a feeling of hardness which is extremely 
different from the elasticity of health : when the disease is much 
advanced, the fulness of the belly contrasts very strikingly with 
the emaciation over the ribs and pelvis. This fulness, it must be 
remembered, is not like that produced by ascites, for it scarcely 
exceeds in the erect posture that which is constantly found in 
health, and it is only when the patient is lying down that the 
difference strikes the eye : any doubt as to whether it be depend- 
ent on an accumulation of fluid is immediately set at rest by per- 
cussion ; the abdomen is universally resonant, and any indications 
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of fluid are scanty and limited. The pathological condition in 
these cases sufficiently accounts for the symptoms to which we 
have just referred. The peritoneal membrane is studded with 
morbid growths, tubercular, scrofulous, or cancerous, and the 
intestines are glued together by adhesions ; they are consequently 
distended with gas which they are unable to expel, and they can- 
not glide on each other in change of position, so that the parietes 
do not retract as the patient lies on his back. 

In further attempting to analyze these forms of peritonitis, we may be 
guided by the following general considerations. The tubercular occurs espe- 
cially in the period of youth, it is associated with a particular diathesis, and, 
like tubercular attacks in general, is apt to supervene upon measles or other 
diseases of infancy, as well as upon exposure, bad living, &c. It is attended 
with emaciation, quick pulse, irregular bowels, and the signs of hectic rather 
than of inflammatory fever : the skin of the abdomen has a remarkably harsh, 
dry feeling, and some reliance may be placed upon a sensation as if the mus- 
cles could be moved over the hardened peritoneum beneath. But, however 
distinct in its full development, its earlier stages can only be guessed at. 

The cancerous form, again, occurs chiefly after middle age. Perhaps the 
face has acquired the sallow hue of malignant disease, and there is generally 
considerable emaciation : with care, some indication of fluid may be found. 
The tenderness is not so great as in other cases, and the distinctive character 
of the disease may sometimes be made out, when, by gentle and yet firm 
pressure, the rounded nodules of cancer are felt under the muscles of the 
parietes. 

§ 3. Morbid Growths in the Cavity of the Peritoneum.— In the 
two forms of chronic peritonitis just detailed, the peritoneum 
itself is the seat of the tubercle and the cancer : we have now to 
speak of the same morbid material when deposited in the glands, 
the mesentery, and the omentum. Early diagnosis seems almost 
impossible : until the tumor has become sensible to the touch, or 
has excited inflammation, we are in great measure ignorant of 
its existence ; we have not even the indication of uneasiness or 
tenderness to guide us, before the appearance of the concomitant 
inflammation. It is true that they occasionally interfere with, or 
press upon, some nervous trunk, and anomalous neuralgic pains 
may be complained of in the scrotum or in the leg ; but this can 
hardly rank as a symptom. 

The patient presents a cachectic and emaciated appearance, 
while his appetite continues good, and the process of digestion 
seems little interfered with ; the pulse is more apt to be accele- 
rated when the disease is scrofulous than when malignant, and 
is always small and weak ; the stools are very often unhealthy, 
especially when the morbid deposit is situated in the mesentery; 
but no distinct characters can be assigned to them. The com- 
plaint may be simply of weakness and emaciation, or of sensations 
ot uneasiness or pam in the abdomen, or of anomalous neuralgia. 
We search for evidence of the existence of any wasting disease, 
and by the process of exclusion we are convinced it must be 
situated m the abdomen ; in scrofulous children we suspect the 
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presence of tabes mesenterica ; in adults we may be quite unable 
to form an opinion of its nature. After a time the belly is either 
tumid and hard, with nodules of greater or less size, perceptible 
on thrusting the points of the fingers deeply among the bowels; 
or it is shrivelled and shrunken, and hard masses are readily to 
be felt quite superficially. In the former there is probably some 
peritoneal inflammation and effusion, and it requires some care in 
making the examination to discriminate enlargements of the liver 
or spleen in the altered positions they sometimes assume. In the 
latter there may be some difficulty in distinguishing morbid 
growths from masses of hardened feces. 

Greater mistakes, however, are much more likely to be made 
on the other side, when complaints of what seem to be only func- 
tional derangements of the stomach and bowels lead us away from 
considering the possibility of such a serious malady ; or when, if 
the idea be suggested, and an examination instituted, the dis- 
covery of nothing to confirm the suspicion throws us back again 
on the idea of functional disturbance, till progressive emaciation 
and final exhaustion of the powers of life prove that there was 
something real in the hypothesis. 

The largest growths of the kind referred to are those which 
take place in the omentum when occupied by encephaloid, and 
especially colloid cancer : they are more likely to be mistaken 
for enlargement of the liver or spleen than any others. Next in 
size are encephaloid masses in the mesentery : those which are 
most apt to escape detection are such as take their rise in the 
glands close to the spine. Mesenteric disease tends more than 
any other to excite inflammation and exudation into the perito- 
neum. It seems scarcely necessary to add that scrofulous deposits 
are more common during the period of growth, and that malig- 
nant diseases usually occur after middle life. 
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CHAPTEE XXIX. 

DISEASES OF THE LIVER, SPLEEN, AND PANCREAS. 

DlV. I. — Diseases of the Liver — Obscurity of Symptoms — § 1. In- 
flammation — Congestion — Abscess — § 2. Enlargement — Non-ma- 
lignant — -from Morbid Growth — § 3. Cirrhosis — § 4. Jaundice — 
Functional Disorder — § 5. Gall-stones. 

DlV. II. — Diseases of the Spleen — Change of Structure — Enlarge- 
ment. 

DlV. III. — Diseases of the Pancreas — Scirrhus. 

Division I. — Diseases of the Liver. 

This subject is as yet beset with difficulties ; we are only now beginning to 
learn from pathological research the meaning of terms which have been in 
common use, such as ".nutmeg-liver," " cirrhosis," &c. ; we have but little 
knowledge of what changes are due to inflammation, what to depraved nutri- 
tion ; and therefoi-e cannot speak with certainty of the indications which might 
show that such a change was going forward; as a necessary consequence, we 
are in great ignorance regarding its functional disorders, because we cannot 
discriminate the symptoms which portend the commencement of some grave 
malady from those of transient disorder. 

Another difficulty meets us on the very threshold of our inquiry into the 
diagnosis of its diseases, viz., that it is exceedingly difficult to separate the 
symptoms due to disorder of the liver from those of other portions of the 
digestive apparatus. Covered in great measure by the ribs, there are no aus- 
cultatory phenomena to aid our investigation, except on the single question of 
its size ; and placed at the very summit of the intestinal canal, and yet below 
the valve of the pylorus, the state of its secretion cannot be accurately ascer- 
tained, either by examining the feces, or by exciting the act of vomiting. Half 
the minor ailments of life are attributed by persons unacquainted with medi- 
cine to "biliousness," while the accomplished physician is almost unable to 
say what it is to be "bilious." Let us hope that the progress of analytical 
chemistry may ere long throw some light upon this obscurity, and discover 
some ready means to indicate at least the more marked changes, which we 
are quite sure the secretion must undergo. 

A patient says that he is "bilious;" what does he mean? It 
is quite true that he often applies the term to a variety of states 
which we know have nothing in common ; but there must be 
some general type, to which they all, more or less, approximate- 
there is something which we may rationally call by that name. 
The symptoms are analogous to those which we have mentioned 
as characterizing a fit of indigestion, but they are more marked 
and persistent ; and though in many cases first excited by an in- 
discretion in eating or drinking, yet this antecedent may be 
wanting, and the lasting headache and discomfort cannot be 
merely the effect of sympathy with disordered stomach; there 
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must be some material in the circulating medium which ought 
not to be there; and its frequent association with sense of weight 
in the right hypochondrium, and pain in the right shoulder, war- 
rant the idea that the fault is in the eliminating process of the 
liver. The stools are often disordered, sometimes paler than 
natural, sometimes darker, leading to the belief that the bile is 
deficient, or perverted. The general notion of biliousness seems 
to be nausea, loss of appetite, headache, foul tongue, probably 
thirst, and disordered bowels : hence we find patients in the early- 
stage of fever, in certain conditions of phthisis, in erratic gout, 
and very often in the simple functional disorders of stomach and 
bowels, imagining that this is the explanation of their sensations. 
In another form of disease the analogy is much more real; we 
know that delirium tremens, and disorder of the liver, are both 
brought on by habits of dissipation ; and it may be admitted that 
a patient is not far wrong who calls himself "bilious;" while his 
white, moist, tremulous tongue, shaky hand, and sleepless eye 
point him out as being on the verge of an attack of delirium a 
potu. It is more especially that form of the disease which has 
been designated delirium ebriosorum, the delirium following on 
a debauch, that is ushered in by a fit of biliousness. 

The statement, therefore, of the patient, that he is bilious, or 
subject to bilious attacks, must first be analyzed, so far as possi- 
ble, to ascertain what are his actual sensations; and from these 
we attempt to form a judgment whether the liver be really at 
fault or not. In the history of the case we can seldom trace, 
with any distinctness, the duration of the illness; because, in this 
country, at least, attacks of a really acute type are seldom seen, 
and the sensations in others are not very definite in their relation 
to this organ. Under all circumstances, the period during which 
the patient has been conscious of derangement of health, while it 
may point to some change occurring at the time, cannot be re- 
garded as the necessary commencement of the disease under which 
he may be laboring. 

§ 1. Inflammation. — Congestion. — Abscess. — Hepatitis, which 
occurs with such frequency in tropical climates, is usually asso- 
ciated among ourselves with injury to the side, or with circum- 
stances giving rise to secondary suppuration ; very rarely, indeed, 
does any case present itself in which some such antecedent cannot 
be traced, for its association with chronic dysentery or intestinal 
ulceration is, no doubt, a phenomenon of the same kind. The 
sensations of the patient refer to pain or sense of weight on the 

r iaht side perhaps with coincident pain in the right shoulder : 

we observe some indications of febrile disturbance, the tongue 
especially being thickly coated, and the urine loaded with pink 
or lateritious sediments : perhaps a faint bronzing of the skin, 
with vellowness of the eyes, exists as a condition of partial jaun- 
24 
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dice. By means of palpation and percussion, fulness, tension, and 
tenderness in the right hypochondrium can be made out, along 
with dulness extending some way below the ribs. The patient 
usually lies on his back, and complains of a sense of dragging, 
or of actual pain in the right side, if he turn on the left ; vomit- 
ing, hiccup, or cough may be caused by the extension of the 
inflammation to adjoining organs ; and frequently pain is excited 
on deep inspiration, by the pressure of the diaphragm on the liver 
and the partial movement of its inflamed surface, which is its 
most sensitive part, against adjoining viscera. It is almost unne- 
cessary to remind the student that an examination of the chest 
must always be made in such cases, because the whole of these 
symptoms, even the jaundice itself, may be caused by an attack of 
pleuro-pneumonia on the right side. 

In congestion, the symptoms by which our attention is called to the liver 
as the seat of disorder, are not unlike those present in inflammation ; the chief 
difference is the absence of pyrexia: in the hypochondriac region there may 
be uneasiness, but seldom anything more ; pain is more constant in the right 
shoulder, and not unfrequent in the right iliac region : tenderness is only ren- 
dered perceptible by pushing the fingers deeply under the ribs ; and as there 
is no peritoneal inflammation, there can be comparatively no irritation of ad- 
joining organs. They are still more distinguished by their causes, those 
exciting hepatitis being comparatively few, while congestion may be produced 
either as a passive state by obstructed circulation, or as an active one by 
excesses in eating, and especially in drinking, exposure to cold, or inflamma- 
tion of the lungs and pleura. 

Considering merely the results of pathological research, we may be disposed 
to believe that congestion really in many cases passes into inflammation, and 
that the existence of cirrhosis, for example, proves that at one time or other, 
perhaps on several occasions, this has been the case : clinically, however, we 
have not the means of recognizing it; and, except, in the more marked in- 
stances, we must be content with the observation that the liver is large and 
tender, whether that be an effect of congestion only, or, more properly, of a 
form of inflammation. 

Abscess of the liver is acknowledged as a very frequent result 
of true hepatitis. It appears either as a single cavity filled with 
pus, or as a number of smaller abscesses ; the former is the case 
chiefly when the inflammation is caused by injury, the latter is 
the form always presented, when the liver has been the seat of 
secondary suppuration; but it also occurs when no such explana- 
tion of the hepatitis can be offered. Obscure as are the early 
symptoms, it is still more difficult to say with any degree of cer- 
tainty that suppuration has taken place, except when the matter 
is in a large cyst, and comes near the surface. We have in gene- 
ral only the two facts clearly before us of tenderness and enlarge- 
ment of the liver, and of the recurrence of rigor: but there are 
so many other circumstances which might occasion these two 
symptoms, and the whole phenomena of the case are so complex, 
that any definite conclusion is not easily arrived at. One point 
is perhaps deserving of especial notice, that the general disturb- 
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ance may be very much less than could have been anticipated, 
while such a condition existed : the tongue may be tolerably 
clean, the skin clear and free from jaundice, and the stools may 
be tolerably healthy, which is not what we should have expected 
& priori, in suppuration of the liver. 

Another form in which a similar train of symptoms is presented 
is when suppuration occurs within an hydatid cyst, which is one 
of the common causes of enlargement of the organ : its existence 
is sometimes made out without difficulty ; in other instances we 
cannot feel any confidence in the diagnosis. The recurrence of rigor 
and the symptoms of hectic are among the circumstances most 
distinctly pointing to suppuration ; and these must be weighed 
with the signs of the presence of a cyst, or in a still more general 
manner, with the evidence of enlargement : in all such cases an 
opinion must be pronounced with much hesitation. 

Diagnosis in all these cases must depend in great measure on knowledge 
of the antecedent circumstances, and readiness in perceiving the relation 
•which they have to the condition of the liver. And while this knowledge 
will aid in preserving us from overlooking symptoms more directly traceable 
to that viscus. among the complex group which some of these cases present, 
it will also prevent our assuming congestion or inflammation of the liver as 
an explanation of an obscure case, when its exciting causes cannot be traced; 
moreover, such an assumption is not warranted, unless manifest enlargement 
can also be made out; but yet enlargement is not of itself to be taken as 
evidence of inflammation. Under all circumstances, such cases require 
careful analysis of symptoms, and cautious exercise of judgment, before ven- 
turing to pronounce a diagnosis ; and the opinion must always be liable to 
modification by subsequent events. 

§ 2. Enlargement.— Besides the congestive or inflammatory in- 
crease of size which is transitory, pathology recognizes several 
forms which are more or less permanent: certain varieties of 
nutmeg-liver : fatty degeneration, including that which is now 
called lardaceous; and also enlargement arising from the pre- 
sence of cancerous growth and of hydatid cysts. To us the only 
question of importance is, are there any diagnostic signs by 
which these conditions may be discovered during life ? 

The history of the case is necessarily entirely silent as to their 
origin • it is impossible that any date can be assigned for their 
commencement ; very generally, too, there is scarcely any account 
of symptoms particularly calling attention to the liver until the 
disease has reached a pretty advanced stage; there may have 
been jaundice, but much more frequently this sign is wanting. 
Persisting disorder of stomach and bowels, attended with any 
sensation of discomfort, should lead to a physical examination of 
the abdomen ■ by percussion it is not difficult to detect any ex- 
tension of dulness below the edges of the ribs. By examination 
of the chest it may be ascertained that the liver is not pushed 
down by fluid from above: and careful palpation determines 
whether its edge be even or irregular, its surface smooth, pro- 
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jecting, or knobbed. The coexistence of phthisis or scrofula 
would suggest its being possibly fatty or lardaceous ; a condition 
occasionally brought about in childhood, also, as is alleged, by 
over -feeding: luxurious living and over-stimulation of the organ 
might lead us to conceive that it would have the "nutmeg" aspect 
from hypertrophy of the secreting apparatus : the existence else- 
where of medullary cancer would cause a suspicion of this form 
of disease ; while any obstruction to the circulation might render 
it probable that it was merely in a condition of passive conges- 
tion. 

By careful examination we can generally say whether the dis- 
ease have the character of enlargement or of morbid growth, just 
in so far as the organ retains its normal shape and is simply 
hypertrophied, or has acquired any unnatural form. Exceptions 
to this 'rule will be found in cases where the foreign growth is 
limited to the upper and back part of the liver, when the lower 
edge is pushed forward and downward, very much as if it were 
displaced by pressure above the diaphragm : in such a case we 
may possibly obtain some clue to the true explanation from the 
pleura or lung-structure being irritated by pressure ; but, as a 
general rule, this does not occur unless there be a tendency to 
suppuration and ulcerative action, when it seems to be provided 
as a means of protection against extravasation into the perito- 
neum. 

The enlargement of interstitial deposit, whether merely the consequence of 
constant and repeated congestion, active or passive, or of some more distinctly 
morbid action, as seen in fatty and lardaceous degeneration, has a tendency 
to cause a thickening and rounding of the edge of the liver, while its general 
contour is Unaltered; and when this can be made out, it also affords direct 
evidence that the organ is not simply displaced downwards. In the existence 
of morbid growth, if the surface or the edge of the organ be at all irregular— 
if several prominences be perceptible, there can be no doubt of its cancerous 
nature ; but if, as sometimes happens, only one rounded eminence be felt, or 
the impression be that one lobe only is enlarged, the question will naturally 
arise whether it may not be a serous cyst, which we know to be a common 
form of morbid growth in this organ. Occasionally, the sense of fluctuation 
is so distinct, that there can be no doubt of the presence of fluid ; but very 
often, owing to the thickness of the parietes and the depth from the surface, 
it is almost impossible to distinguish the elasticity of soft medullary cancer 
from the fluctuation of a cyst imbedded in such a solid structure as the liver; 
in cases of doubt, an exploratory puncture may be made with a grooved 
needle. It is well to bear in mind, however, that an enlarged gall-bladder has 
been mistaken for a serous cyst : its relation to the edge of the liver which 
can be felt, if felt at all, unaltered in form and above the fluctuating tumor, 
should prevent such an error. 

The occurrence of jaundice in any of these cases is in great measure acci- 
dental: it is not the destruction of the tissue of the gland which causes the 
discoloration of the skin in cases in which it occurs, but the obstruction of a 
duct proceeding from a still healthy secreting structure. 

§ 3. Cirrhosis.— Under this head it is convenient to include all 
the forms of atrophy of the liver met with in the living body, as 
we have no means of distinguishing them one from another. 
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As an enlargement, the history fails in pointing out when 
cirrhosis commenced, and there is little to be remarked in the 
antecedent circumstances, except when along with an account of 
dyspeptic attacks we are informed of previous habits of dissipa- 
tion : gin-drinking being known as one of the most common 
causes of hob-nail liver. There may have been jaundice at an 
earlier period, and even in the advanced stages there is often a 
degree of yellowness of the sclerotic; perhaps some illness is 
reported which may seem to have had the characters of an attack 
of inflammation, but this is not common. Our attention is very 
often not called to it until peritoneal effusion has caused the 
abdomen to swell ; and in a large proportion of instances in which 
ascites has been gradually developed, and there has been no 
illness to arrest the patient's attention, until the feeling of tight- 
ness round the stomach or shortness of breathing leads him to 
complain, the direct cause of the effusion is the presence of cir- 
rhosis. In his general aspect the patient usually presents a certain 
degree of sallowness of skin, and he is always more or less ema- 
ciated ; the face especially becomes thinner in this disease than 
in phthisis or cancer, and sometimes the bones stand out with 
frightful distinctness. 

On examining the right hypochondrium, the liver is found to 
be entirely beyond the reach of the fingers, and percussion shows 
that while on the one hand the ordinary extent of liver dulness 
has been diminished in the direction of the umbilicus and ilium, 
it also does not ascend so high as usual in the chest, in short, that 
the organ has shrunk in every direction. 

Another form of disease in which the liver loses bulk is what 
has received the name of yellow atrophy : it is invariably accom- 
panied by jaundice, and this symptom, in fact, affords the only 
indication of its existence. 

Occasionally, in scirrhus, the actual size of the organ is dimi- 
nished, the natural structure, which is destroyed by the disease, 
not being replaced, as in the medullary forms of cancer, by mor- 
bid growth in equal or greater amount. It would be vain to 
attempt to give any rules for diagnosis in such cases : sometimes, 
however, there is pain, and very often there is jaundice, ancUhese 
are not met with in cirrhosis ; at the same time the disease is one 
of slow progress, and attended with diminution of size : the hypo- 
thesis of scirrhus would then be at least admissible. 

§ 4. Jaundice. 

In the present state of pathology we must be content to admit this name 
into our classification, although it be but a symptom ; for it is one not only 
known to be dependent on various forms of lesion, but it is also one of which 
very frequently durin^ life, and occasionally even after death, we cannot deter- 
mine the exact cause." It is probable that in all cases of jaundice some change 
has really occurred in the liver, the gall-bladder, or the ducts ; but even this 
has been denied : progressive knowledge may ultimately enable us to assign its 
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true cause, but at present the name is a convenient one for grouping together 
cases which cannot be included in any other class from our ignorance of their 
true nature, while they present this common feature. To adopt the name of 
functional disturbance without advancing in any way our real knowledge, 
would only deprive us of the advantage which the prominence of the symptom 
affords. 

Distinct and unmistakable, however, as it would seem to be, an inexperi- 
enced person may be deceived. A patient who has it only in slight degree is 
quite surprised when told that he has jaundice ; the greenish hue of chlorosis, 
or the sallow earthy aspect of malignant disease, or the yellowness of the skin 
in pyaemia, are all apt to be called jaundice. Its clearest indication is to be 
found in the sclerotic coat of the eye, which presents in the chlorotic or ma- 
lignant condition a pearly or bluish lustre ; in pyaemia it is unchanged, unless 
jaundice be present. However slight the tinge of the skin generally — and in 
dark persons it very often has only an appearance of bronzing — in the scle- 
rotic the yellow tinge is invariably seen. 

The circumstances which, have preceded its occurrence chiefly 
indicate whether it has been brought on by mental emotion, fright, 
&c., or whether there has been any paroxysm of pain, possibly 
indicating the presence of a gall-stone obstructing the duct ; pain, 
however, is not essential to the diagnosis of gall-stone. The exa- 
mination of the liver may prove it to be associated with conges- 
tion, enlargement, or contraction : and as an aid to diagnosis it 
has been remarked that the very deep shades of color, tending to 
a greenish brown, are usually associated with malignant disease, 
that the yellower shades are more commonly functional, while 
slight bronzing is often seen in its inflammatory or congestive 
states. Such general inferences must not be too much relied 
upon. 

The liver may be decidedly shrunken and small ; and in the 
absence of symptoms to show that there was any other cause, we 
may suspect the existence of yellow atrophy. I am not aware 
that there is any direct evidence by which it can be proved: it 
presents little difference from the jaundice dependent on func- 
tional causes, except in the severity of its symptoms ; the skin 
becomes intensely yellow, the brain is affected by blood-poisoning, 
and the disease is rapidly fatal from this cause ; it is by some 
classed among the acute diseases of the liver, for this reason, 
although the very fact of its being a form of atrophy seems op- 
posed^ to such an idea. Cirrhosis never of itself gives rise to 
jaundice: cancer, with shrinking of the organ, very commonly 
leads to obliteration of some duct, and the effect of this will be 
the existence of jaundice of very dark or green color. 

When the organ is enlarged merely by congestion, the slighter 
shades of jaundice are occasionally seen : when it has become 
absolutely increased in bulk by interstitial deposit, the occurrence 
of jaundice must be due to some extraneous circumstance: when 
it is enlarged by morbid growth, the presence or absence of jaun- 
dice depends on the position of the abnormal structure, whether 
it be so situated as to obstruct any of the ducts. In the jaundice 
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of malignant disease the irregular form of the organ sufficiently 
explains its origin. 

With the causes of the emotional and functional forms of jaun- 
dice we are very little acquainted, except when it is produced by 
tho displacement of a gall-stone : still we cannot withhold our 
belief that such causes act in some unexplained manner; and the 
difficulty of the explanation is all the greater in that it does not 
appear that mere suppression of the function can account for the 
presence of the yellow color. 

The condition of the heart, and of the right side of the chest, must each 
be ascertained in cases of jaundice, because of their association with conges- 
tion of the liver. The feces in the early stage almost always indicate by their 
paleness a deficiency of bile, while the urine receives a dark porter color from 
the bile passing out of the system by this channel. It is generally to be 
regarded as a favorable sign when the clay color of the stools passes off, and 
bile begins again to be seen in the evacuations ; but this is not always followed 
by a cessation of the jaundice: and there are also cases in which, while the 
color of the skin has been gradually developed, the motions have been at no 
time clay-colored, or remarkably deficient in bile. In such circumstance's, 
part of the bile finds its way into the intestine, while part is obstructed and 
absorbed into the blood ; and this might happen when a gall-stone only par- 
tially closed the duct; but the more common cause is when one of its main 
branches is closed by the pressure of a morbid growth, leaving the remainder 
free, and then the jaundice continues to increase in intensity. 

In addition to these, the more palpable diseases of the liver, there can be 
no doubt that the secretion must be variously modified under conditions of 
functional disorder with which we are yet very imperfectly conversant ; but, 
beyond a very few broad principles of diagnosis, there are no rules which can 
be laid down with sufficient distinctness to form any basis for the classification 
and arrangement of the symptoms to which they give rise. 

The liver, acting as one of the great emunctories of the system, secretes 
from the blood a large proportion of excrementitious matters, but along with 
this, the secretion is made subservient to the purposes of intestinal digestion: 
hence it can readily be understood that in all derangements of function, whe- 
ther connected with organic disease or not, its effects may be traceable either 
in the one set of actions or in the other. The excrementitious matters may 
not be properly separated while the elements necessary to digestion continue 
of proper quality and amount ; or these may be either such as to retard the 
passage of the feces or to accelerate it — to produce constipation or diarrhoea, 
and so might be spoken of as deficient or in excess. Further, this imperfect 
elimination may depend either on the blood being surcharged with materials 
which the liver cannot separate with sufficient rapidity, in consequence of the 
habits of the individual, or the fault may be in the liver itself: in the one case 
he may be sallow and bilious, while yet the stools are dark and relaxed; in 
the other the sallow hue will be accompanied by costive and rather pale- 
colored evacuations. These terms of excess and deficiency of bile can only 
be admitted as relative, because of our present ignorance of the actual changes 
which the secretion undergoes ; and in forming a diagnosis we must consider 
quite as much the habits of the patient, and the probability that the bile- 
forming elements of the food, and consequently of the blood, are in excess or 
defective, as the actual symptoms under which he is laboring. For example, 
we know that excessive discharges of bile give rise to diarrhoea; and there- 
fore in disorders of the alimentary canal, when this symptom is present, and 
is associated with other conditions (headache, sallow complexion, &c.) which 
we call bilious, we conclude very naturally, and in the majority of instances 
very rightly, that a state of system exists which is characterized by an excess 
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of bile or bile-forming elements : but it is to be remembered that one of the 
purposes of the bile is to neutralize the acid of the stomach, and if the food 
continue acid in the alimentary canal, it will excite diarrhoea ; and therefore, 
the true explanation of the case may be that the liver is inactive, and the 
excrementitious matters exist in the blood, not because of their excess, but 
because the liver fails to remove them. 

In attempting to form any opinion on this subject we have therefore to take 
into consideration the history of the individual, as that may tend to show that 
the organ has been over-stimulated in past times, and may now be in a state 
of chronic disease; his present habits, as informing us whether the bile-forming 
elements are supplied in too great or in too small quantity; the appearance 
of the tongue, as that is very apt to present a dry fur in disorder of the liver; 
and the color, as well as the consistence of the evacuations from the bowels : 
we also derive instruction from the urine, which is more prone to deposit red 
sediments in bilious disorders than most others. (See Chap. XXXI., \ 8.) It 
is only when its due weight has been given to each of these considerations 
that we can interpret aright the sallow dingy complexion, the headaches, the 
disagreeable tastes in the mouth, the pains in the side and shoulder, and all 
the anomalous symptoms which such cases present. 

§5. Gall-stones. — The gall-bladder maybe full of these concre- 
tions without giving rise to any symptoms : sometimes they are 
so placed as to act as a kind of valve, allowing a great accumula- 
tion of bile in the gall-bladder, and preventing its proper evacua- 
tion : sometimes they pass out unperceived ; but more commonly, 
when disturbed, their passage is attended with great pain, and 
occasionally they are arrested in their progress, become impacted 
in the duct, and can only make their escape by ulceration. 

The pain which usually attends their passage is not difficult to 
recognize ; it is severe, tearing, or grinding, without tenderness ; 
referred to the pit of the stomach, and accompanied by a sense of 
constriction round the waist ; it is not accompanied by fever ; the 
pulse is often slower than natural — the skin, during the severity 
of the paroxysm, being generally cold ; sometimes there is distinct 
rigor, almost always flatulence, nausea, or vomiting : then comes 
a lull, and after a longer or shorter interval the paroxysm of pain 
again and again recurs, until the concretion passes, or becomes 
fairly impacted. The more frequently it comes on, the greater is 
the probability of its being accompanied by tenderness ; but yet 
if we contrast the amount of tenderness with the severity of the 
pain, and consider that no febrile symptoms are excited, there is 
little chance of its being mistaken for inflammation. When 
jaundice supervenes it gives great confidence to the correctness 
of our diagnosis ; but it is by no means a constant occurrence, 
because it is only when the stone is in the common duct of the 
liver and gall-bladder that it can prevent the passage of bile into 
the intestine, and so give rise to the discoloration of the skin. 

The disorders which are apt to be mistaken for the passage of a gall-stone 
are chiefly two— in one the diagnosis is of much importance, in the other it is 
not very material : the one is local peritonitis excited by ulceration of the 
stomach, the other mere functional disturbance attended with flatulence, espe- 
cially in nervous or hysterical persons. In one or two points peritonitis, 
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occurring in connection with ulcer of the stomach when the possibility of 
extensive extravasation is limited by local adhesions, is very analogous to the 
passage of a gall-stone : its sudden incursion, its severity, its position and 
limitation, perhaps the rigor at its first occurrence, are much the same in both 
cases : but they are manifestly distinct in the constancy of pain, in the tender- 
ness from the very first, and the acceleration of pulse which invariably accom- 
pany peritonitis. Functional disorder of the stomach, again, is so commonly 
accompanied by flatulence, and by pain as a consequence of distension, that 
were these the only symptoms, we should be constantly deceived by persons 
who exaggerate their sensations. We have to remember, however, that up to 
the moment of pain being produced by the entrance of the calculus into the 
duct, the patient has had no dyspeptic symptoms, no discomfort after meals, 
no flatulence; it begins instantaneously: the pain of dyspeptic flatulence, on 
the other hand, has been gradually increasing in intensity for days or weeks, 
and it is only after some indiscretion in food, or along with some mental 
anxiety or cause of depression, that it attains the severity which can at all be 
mistaken for anything else ; and, again, the general symptoms, the coldness of 
skin and depression of the circulation, produced by the reality of pain, in the 
one case, cannot be simulated by the exaggerated expression of it in the other, 
nor can the paroxysms be readily imitated. Gout in the stomach, on the 
other hand, may chiefly be distinguished by its being a single seizure — not 
alternating in relief and exacerbation — by the diffuse character of the pain, 
and the absence of the sense of constriction so generally felt in the passage of 
a gall-stone. 

Division II. — Diseases of the Spleen. 

Of the diseases of the spleen we have still fewer means of diag- 
nosis than of those of the liver. We know that it is often involved 
in blood diseases, that especially in fevers it becomes almost dis- 
integrated, and that in pyaemia it is the seat of secondary deposits, 
capillary phlebitis, and suppuration; but we know nothing of 
the indications which mark these conditions, as they are wholly 
obscured by the more general symptoms of disease. 

Its enlargement alone becomes cognizable to us by its abnormal 
extent and by its position in the abdominal cavity. And if per- 
cussion and palpation be properly employed there can be no 
difficulty, when a tumor is recogDized, in tracing it upwards to- 
wards the left hypochondrium, and so making sure that it is the 
spleen, even when it is first discovered, as in cases of very great 
enlargement, in the right iliac region. The two essential charac- 
ters by which it is known are these: its oval form, with a smooth 
rounded surface ; and its point of attachment under the false ribs 
on the left side; the only possible excuse for a mistake can be 
when the abdominal cavity is distended with fluid. 

In its history it will sometimes be found to be a sequel of in- 
termittent fever, commonly known as ague-cake. Very often no 
precursory phenomena are discovered, and its cause is quite un- 
known; occasionally it is associated with enlargement of the 
liver, and probably then both are lardaceous. It is intimately 
connected with an anaamic state of blood ; and as its functions in 
reference to the elaboration of this fluid become better understood, 
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we shall probably obain more direct indications of the changes 
which it undergoes in disease ; at present we can only affirm that 
there seems to be some close relation between one of the forms 
of enlargement and the condition already referred to as white-cell 
blood. (Chap. VIII V § 2.) In consequence of this circumstance 
it may be also associated with general dropsy ; with ascites it 
would seem to be connected only through the medium of con- 
comitant disease of the liver. 

Division III. — Disease of the Pancreas. 

The only known disease of the pancreas which can be made the subject of 
diagnosis is its cancerous degeneration. It never stands alone, but is always 
conjoined with cancer of the stomach or duodenum : its position is such that 
it is not possible to determine whether the hardened mass, which can some- 
times be felt during life, belongs to the pancreas or to the stomach. Our only 
reason for mentioning it is, that it has been sometimes found after death in 
cases of diarrhoea adiposa, and theory rather gives countenance to the idea 
that the one event may be dependent on the other. Cancer of the pancreas, 
however, has been seen much more frequently than diarrhoea adiposa; and we 
cannot at present assign any satisfactory reasons why the association, if really 
standing in the relation of cause and effect, should be occasionally broken 
through. A suspicion may be reasonably entertained that there is cancer of 
the pancreas when a hard mass can be detected, as it occasionally may be 
when the stomach is empty, more to the left than is usually met with in cancer 
of the stomach, and when among the symptoms of disordered digestion and 
nutrition we do not find frequent vomiting, and the matters ejected are never 
grumous or mixed with blood. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

EXAMINATION OF THE URINE. 

General Considerations — Analysis of Urine. — § 1. Acidity — § 2. 
Specific Gravity — § 3. General Appearance — Color — Transpa- 
rency — § 4. Sediments — («) Chemical Constitution — (b) Micro- 
scopic Appearances — Organic Substances — Crystalline Bodies — 
§ 5. The Urine free from Sediment — (a) Albumen — (b) Sugar 
— (c) Urea. 

"We next proceed to a consideration of the diagnostic points 
connected with diseases of the urinary organs : our knowledge 
on this subject is in great measure derived directly from the 
condition of the urine, and we must therefore inquire with some 
minuteness into the changes which it undergoes. In doing so we 
shall find that in very many instances its abnormal states are 
dependent on diseases of distant organs, by which the function 
of the kidney merely is interfered with, while no actual change 
passes on the structure of that organ ; but as our object is to 
ascertain the bearing of symptoms upon the condition of the 
patient, no apology need be offered for bringing together here all 
these varieties, whether belonging to diabetes, to the lithic acid 
diathesis, as it is called, or even simply to dyspepsia; although 
it must be understood that they do not rank in a pathological 
sense as diseases of the urinary, organs. 

Probably a large field of observation remains open which may 
at some future period be made available for the discrimination of 
disease, and the treatment of the patient, in ascertaining the 
relative amount of the various normal ingredients of the urine ; 
but at present the variations to which they are subject must be 
left to those who have made chemistry their special study : our 
attention must be limited to changes which are easily appreciated 
and readily recognized. Let me only caution the student against 
what may be cafled rough-and-ready tests, and deductions based 
upon inaccurate investigations : it would be well if he knew how 
to make a quantitative analysis of the different products, because 
mistakes are continually being made in practice from ignorance 
on this point, as when, for example, an unusual manifestation of 
the presence 'of any ingredient, by precipitation or otherwise, is 
taken as evidence of its being present in excess — a conclusion 
which may be true, or may be utterly false. Unfortunately 
quantitative analysis is exceedingly difficult, but we may at least 
secure accuracy in the qualitative analysis, and this must never 
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be overlooked : it is exceedingly unwise to attempt to decide on 
the characters of the urine by boiling it in a spoon over a candle, 
when we can always carry away a portion and examine it with a 
test-tube and a spirit-lamp. Most especially in commencing the 
study it is important to obtain accurate results; if this be attended 
to in the first instance, it will give a much greater readiness in 
subsequent investigations ; and no opportunity of making obser- 
vations should be lost, until this accuracy and readiness are at- 
tained. However definite the rules laid down, fallacies can only 
be avoided by frequent practice. 

The chemical tests in constant use are the colored papers for ascertaining 
the acid or alkaline reaction of the urine, the urinometer for determining its 
specific gravity, and the observation of the changes produced by the addition 
of acid and alkali and the application of heat. Before proceeding further it 
may be well to say a few words on each of these points. 

The urine is naturally acid under ordinary circumstances, and care must be 
taken in pronouncing it unusually so from the effect produced on the test- 
paper, because all test-papers are not alike ; one becomes very much reddened 
by acidity which only slightly alters another. In conditions of alkalescence 
it is important to have the test-paper as delicate as possible, because the re- 
action is frequently very weak. Alkalescence due to ammonia, if not distin- 
guished by the smell, may be readily recognized by the action of heat, which 
dissipates the volatile alkali, and restores the color of the paper. 

The urine taken for the purpose of determining the specific gravity should 
be, if possible, obtained from a large quantity ; each time that urine is passed 
in the twenty-four hours it varies somewhat in specific gravity, and, as an 
isolated fact, its increase or decrease is of little value unless it be found per- 
sistent on repeated trials. 

In the application of heat and nitric acid, the student will find it advanta- 
geous to manipulate with at least three distinct portions of urine. He should 
pour about an ounce into a precipitate glass, and then add cautiously nearly 
a drachm of strong acid ; this will sink to the bottom of the glass if poured 
down its side, and if any reaction take place between the two fluids it will be 
distinctly seen at their line of junction. He should then pour a small quantity 
of urine alone (half a drachm is quite enough, and better than a larger quan- 
tity) into a test-tube, and boil over a spirit-lamp, and then add one or two 
drops of acid. To a third quantity he should add a few drops of acid while 
cold, and then boil. In all cases in which heat is employed he should be care- 
ful to add neither too much nor too little acid ; a large quantity produces 
chemical decomposition, which may be perplexing, and a single drop of acid 
sometimes prevents the precipitation of the albumen, which it is our great 
object to accomplish by these means. 

In the use of alkali a considerable quantity is generally needed, and mis- 
takes are more likely to be made by boiling with too small than with too 
large a proportion ; its action ought always to be aided by the application of 
heat ; there are scarcely any points which can be solved by its admixture with 
the urine at ordinary temperature. 

In proceeding with the analysis of the urine we will direct our 
attention (1) to its degree of acidity, (2) its specific gravity, (3) 
its general appearance, (4) the chemical constitution and micro- 
scopical appearance of its sediments, (5) to the effects produced 
on the clear fluid by various reagents. 

§ 1. Acidity and Alkalescence. — The degree of acidity can only 
be guessed at by the change of color which test-paper undergoes : 
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it differs in health at various periods of the day, and has been 
ascertained to become even alkalescent during digestion in per- 
sons who appeared to be perfectly healthy. Excessive acidity, 
whether occurring only at certain periods in the twenty-four 
hours, or characterizing the whole quantity passed, indicates 
faulty assimilation ; it may be due either to the formation of an 
unusual quantity of lithic acid, or to acid generated in the stomach 
during digestion, which subsequently passes into the circulation, 
and then appears in the urine ; acidity due to the former cause is 
more constant, that produced by the latter more marked after any 
excess in eating or drinking. 

Alkalescence depends upon two very distinct causes — defi- 
ciency of acid, and decomposition: the former indicated by an 
excess of fixed alkali, the latter by the -presence of free ammonia. 
The smell is generally sufficient to discriminate these two con- 
ditions, and any doubt may be removed by heating the test-paper 
after use. Deficiency of acid when it exists as a permanent con- 
dition, either characterizing the whole of the urine voided through- 
out the day, or at least recurring very frequently, is that to which 
the name of the phosphatic diathesis was once applied, because 
it is generally accompanied by a deposit of the earthy phosphates, 
which are insoluble in alkaline solutions ; it generally implies a 
low state of vitality, and more particularly nervous depression, 
resulting from exhaustion of the nervous system by mental 
anxiety, spermatorrhoea, &c. Similar results are occasionally met 
with from transient circumstances ; a person whose urine is usu- 
ally neutral or slightly acid will pass very alkaline urine for a 
short time at the commencement of digestion, when ^ suffering 
from acid dyspepsia; most remarkable examples of this may be 
seen during the fermentation of the food in cases of sarcina ven- 
triculi. Another accidental cause is the ingestion of a large 
quantity of any of the vegetable salts which are decomposed in 
the system, e. g., the tartrate or citrate of potash or soda. 

The presence of volatile alkali depends chiefly on decomposi- 
tion ; and in by far the larger number of cases is due to imper- 
fect emptying of the bladder, which causes the secretion of un- 
healthy mucus or pus from its lining membrane ; the idea that 
deficient nervous energy in paraplegia was the direct cause of 
decomposition is now abandoned. In certain states the urine 
passes more rapidly into decomposition than in others ; and it 
would appear that deficiency of acid, amounting only to its being 
slightly below the ordinary standard, along with excessive secre- 
tion of mucus from the bladder, though not actually morbid, may 
excite this change very soon after the urine is evacuated; and the 
same effect maybe produced by impurities in the vessel in which 
it is contained, a very small quantity of animal matter in a state 
of change speedly rendering the urine fetid. This condition is 
very different from that just adverted to, when inflammation of 
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the bladder exists; in the one decomposition takes place after the 
urine has left the bladder, in the other the urine is ammoniacal 
when passed ; the one occurs in states closely analogous to those 
in which fixed alkali is commonly present, the other is restricted 
to the cases of local disease. 

§ 2. Specific Gravity. — By means of the urinometer we ascer- 
tain how far urine differs in specific gravity from pure water; 
and it is of great importance to bear in mind that the instrument 
does no more. It shows how much soluble matter heavier than 
water is contained in a given quantity of fluid, but it does not 
teach what that solid matter is. It may consist of salts, of urea, 
or of sugar, and we can only determine its nature by chemical 
analysis. A generally high or low specific gravity, as ascertained ■ 
by testing a portion of the mixed secretion of the whole day, 
and especially when found persistently so by repeated examina- 
tion from day to day, is of more importance than any one eva- 
cuation of the bladder being above or below the average. In 
estimating the importance of specific gravity as an indication of 
disease, we have to take into account the'quantity passed during 
the twenty-four hours. Any deviation from the normal standard 
is of value when the average quantity of urine is secreted, but it 
may be taken as certain evidence of disease if a high specific 
gravity accompany excessive secretion, or a low specific gravity 
be noted when the urine is scanty. The observation that at any 
one period of the day the specific gravity is much above the 
standard may lead to the detection of some disorder in the assimi- 
lating processes which would otherwise escape notice : its being 
casually below the standard is of little moment ; it is not uncom- 
mon in hysteria ; it may happen in consequence of the person 
having imbibed an unnecessary quantity of liquid, or having 
taken some aliment or stimulant which has accidentally acted as 
a diuretic. The circumstances under which the more important 
variations occur must be again adverted to; it need only be 
stated here, that when persistent, the minimum is observed in 
albuminuria, the maximum in diabetes. 

§ 3. General Appearance. — The urine, after standing some time 
in the vessel, may be perfectly transparent throughout, or a sedi- 
ment may rest at the bottom, leaving the supernatant fluid quite 
clear ; in other cases the whole is more or less opaque ; and this 
opacity may increase towards its lower part, or in addition there 
may be a distinct deposit. 

a. Transparent urine varies in color from a pale yellow, hardly 
perceptible, to a deep amber, in conditions of health ; and within 
certain limits these variations are proportional to the amount of 
animal matters present. When the color is deep, the relative 
amount of water is usually small, and the specific gravity high, 
and very generally the salts as well as the extractive matters are 
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in excess, and are deposited when the urine is cold, unless they 
be held in solution by some unusual circumstance. In all cases 
of diuresis the urine is pale and limpid from an excess of water, 
and perhaps the absence of color is most striking after an hys- 
terical paroxysm. 

Deep-colored transparent urine may be taken generally as in- 
dicating excessive metamorphosis of tissue; it has perhaps a more 
intimate relation to the secretion of coloring matter by the liver 
than to any other circumstance. When the blood becomes satu- 
rated with bile in jaundice, the urine acquires the color of porter ; 
and it is only by pouring a small quantity into a white porringer 
or into a test-tube that we can satisfy ourselves that it is not 
opaque. This condition is essentially different from the secretion 
of dark-colored urine of high specific gravity, although the shade 
of color in slight jaundice may be exactly the same. It may be 
added here, as we shall not have again occasion to refer to it, that 
the addition of nitric acid, converting the color into green, is the 
readiest test of the actual presence of biliary coloring matter in 
the urine. 

b. When the whole of the urine is opaque, it presents either an 
appearance of unusual whiteness, in consequence of the minute 
opaque particles being colorless ; or it is unnaturally dark from 
the adventitious presence of coloring matter, and this is most 
commonly derived from an admixture of blood. 

The white varieties are chiefly of two kinds — an admixture of 
mucus or pus, and turbidity as caused by chemical decomposition; 
the two being very often found together. Healthy mucus floats 
as a cloud, which may leave the edges nearly transparent as it 
accumulates towards the bottom of the vessel ; pus renders the 
whole of the urine more or less opaque, but forms a distinct sedi- 
ment when allowed to stand, very often carrying down with it 
some portion of earthy salts ; altered pus, or ropy mucus as it 
used to be called, collects into a stringy mass at the lower part 
of the vessel, the whole urine being turbid from decomposition : 
urine mixed with leucorrhceal discharge, and that which is altered 
by decomposition, are both wholly opaque; if there be any sedi- 
ment it is quite independent of the opacity, which has no tendency 
to form a deposit. . 

Opaque urine of deep color may be produced by a combination 
of one of the white varieties with coloring matter of bile, which 
is of itself really transparent: in such cases the existence of jaun- 
dice would explain its meaning: it is much more commonly 
produced by a certain admixture of blood, when the color varies 
from a pinkish hue to a deep brown. These varieties depend 
more upon the condition of the urine itself than upon the causes 
which give rise to the effusion of blood ; alkalescence or acidity 
is especially prone to produe such changes; but as a general 
rule the passive hemorrhage occurring in organic disease of the 
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kidney is far more frequently brownish than pink. It sometimes 
gives merely a slight smokiness to the urine, which is then rather 
hazy than opaque. When more severe and more active hemor- 
rhage occurs, coagula are often found of such a size as to be 
readily recognized by the naked eye : microscopic examination 
affords some assistance in determining to which of these causes 
the blood is to be attributed. 

§ 4. Sediments. — In a very large number of instances, by allow- 
ing the urine to stand for some hours after it has cooled, a sedi- 
ment is deposited, which sometimes can only be discovered by 
placing a drop from the bottom of the vessel under the micro- 
scope, but is often readily perceptible. These sediments are 
partly formed of substances which are merely intermixed with 
the urine, and not dissolved in it ; partly of soluble materials, 
some of which are more freely dissolved in urine at the tempera- 
ture of the body than at the temperature of the air, the excess 
being deposited as it cools; and partly of elements which are 
more soluble in one form of combination than another, and after 
the lapse of a few hours are slowly precipitated in consequence 
of spontaneous chemical change. 

They vary much in their general character and appearance, so 
that an experienced observer frequently can pronounce with 
accuracy as to their nature from mere inspection ; but it seems 
to me better to classify them according to their chemical relations 
and their microscopical characters ; and as we proceed, any pecu- 
liar appearances will be mentioned which they more commonly 
present to the naked eye. The supernatant fluid should be first 
carefully decanted oft' for separate analysis ; and if any part of it 
be perfectly transparent, this should be placed by itself, as the 
evidenceof the presence of albumen in small quantity is so much 
more satisfactory in a transparent fluid. 

a. Chemical relations. — A portion of the sedimentary urine is 
to be poured into a test-tube, taking care not to fill it to more 
than an inch in depth (students often puzzle themselves by using 
too large a quantity), heat is then applied, and as the temperature 
rises we observe the following effects. 

1. The deposit is entirely dissolved. It is wholly composed of 
the urates and chiefly of the urate of ammonia. This sediment 
presents a flocculent appearance, is sometimes quite white, but 
more generally it is colored of a brown, yellow, orange, or pinkish 
hue, and when the red tinge is distinct, it is scarcely necessary to 
use any test to ascertain its character ; no other red-colored de- 
posit has the same flocculent appearance: the urine is always 
acid. 

2. It does not disappear with heat. One or two drops of acid 
are then to be added to the heated fluid : if it now dissolve, we 
know that it consisted of earthy salts, probably in combination 



SEDIMENTS — CHEMICAL CHARACTERS. 377 

with phosphoric acid. These are always white, but do not pre- 
sent any appearance sufficient at once to distinguish them ; they 
generally abound in alkaline urine. 

3. It is unaffected by hydrochloric acid, but dissolves on the 
free addition of nitric acid ; and it is also soluble in alkali. This 
deposit consists of uncombined uric acid : its general characters 
are very marked ; it is heavy, readily falling to the bottom of the 
tube after agitation, and presents to the naked eye the appearance 
of red sand; it can only be confounded with blood-globules, which 
sometimes have a similar sand-like character, but are not nearly 
so heavy, and are only found in urine partly opaque ; they are 
quite insoluble. 

4. It does not disappear with heat and acid. To a fresh por- 
tion add freely liquor potassse, and boil ; the greater part is dis- 
solved, and by gently prolonging the heat the undissolved portion 
collects into a mass, which floats in perfectly transparent fluid. 
Such a sediment is probably composed chiefly of pus, the undis- 
solved portion being earthy salts, which are precipitated either in 
part or wholly after the alkali was added. When the amount of 
pus is considerable we shall find, on pouring the fluid out of the 
test-tube, that it has acquired an adhesive property ; it is called 
ropy because it clings in lengthened strings to the lip of the tube 
in place of dropping freely. This sediment cannot be distinguished 
by the naked eye from white lithates or phosphates ; the urine is 
seldom strongly acid, and does not become transparent when the 
deposit has fallen ; it shows a great tendency to become alkaline, 
and then the pus becomes adhesive, and is gradually converted 
into a ropy mass. 

5. When part of the sediment dissolves with heat, the remain- 
der must be tested in the same manner both with nitric acid and 
with liquor potassse ; and we may thus determine that there exists 
along with the urates an admixture either of earthy salt which is 
very often oxalate of lime, or of crystalline uric acid, of pus, or 
of blood. 

Such are the general answers which chemistry affords as to the nature of 
sediments • and thev have been stated in broad outline because the more deli- 
cate and intricate 'results are really unnecessary when we have the micro- 
scope to appeal to in all cases of doubt ; and the few facts above referred to 
are the only ones of real importance in treatment. In a very large proportion 
of cases the sediment is composed of urates ; and according to the present 
belief of chemists the form of combination in which the uric acid exists is 
that of urate of ammonia. This class of salts is at once recognized by their 
ready solution by heat : and when the urine becomes perfectly transparent 
there can be no doubt as to their true character. 

Not unfrequently when the earthy salts are present, some portion of the 
sediment dissolves by heat : this is due to an admixture of the urates ; as soon 
as the temperature has reached the boiling-point, there can be no further solu- 
tion bv heat, and we add one or two drops of acid ; the phosphates are dis- 
solved with the utmost facility. Any acid may suffice but it is well tore- 
member that of those in common use as tests, the hydrochloric has no action 
" 25 ' 
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on uric acid, while the nitric dissolves it as well as the earthy salt ; at the same 
time it requires a much larger addition of acid to produce the one effect than 
the other. Oxalate of lime scarcely ever exists as a visible sediment, but it 
is also dissolved by the stronger acids. If it were desirable to determine by 
chemical reaction whether a scanty deposit, having the character of an earthy 
salt, were phosphate or oxalate, we should test one portion with acetic acid, 
which dissolves the former, and not the latter. 

The crystalline uric acid deposit is similarly often left after the salts are 
dissolved ; its solubility, on the addition of a considerable amount of nitric 
acid, distinguishes it from blood, and from fine sand, which hysterical patients 
occasionally mix with their urine. Its general characters are so marked that 
there is no real difficulty in recognizing it. Sometimes found in urine, which 
becomes perfectly transparent on standing, it is very frequently accompanied 
by a cloud of mucus; and it may be seen in other instances mixed with blood : 
in either case the urine will not become transparent when boiled with acid, 
although the uric acid itself may disappear. 

Part of the sediment may be dissolved by heat or acid, but part may still 
remain, or it may have been wholly unaffected by either reagent. To a fresh 
portion of urine liquor potassje is added, and heat applied ; under all circum- 
stances, a precipitation of the earthy salts takes place, and by careful boiling, 
these may be collected into a mass, which floats in the fluid, leaving the re- 
mainder perfectly transparent, when the opacity has been caused by purulent 
deposit. If the quantity of pus be not sufficient to make the fluid ropy, a few 
drops of acid are allowed to fall on the aggregation of earthy salts, which are 
readily dissipated ; and if the alkali have dissolved any pus, or other albumi- 
nous principle, a very distinct cloud is formed in the urine, in consequence of 
the coagulation of albumen by the acid. The circumstance of a whitish de- 
posit, which was not wholly soluble in heat and nitric acid, being partly dis- 
solved by liquor potassae with heat, and the addition of nitric acid to this 
solution causing the remainder to disappear, and a cloud of albumen to form, 
may be received as pretty satisfactory evidence of the admixture of pus. 

Nothing has been said of cystine, although it has nearly similar relations 
to chemical tests, simply because it is so rare. The fact of its being a fawn- 
colored deposit, and yet not dissolving by heat alone, as similarly colored urates 
do, would necessarily lead to further inquiry ; purulent deposits are invariably 
white. Uric acid sand is also dissolved by boiling with an alkali ; but this 
can give rise to no confusion, because its characters are so striking. 

While heating the urinary sediment, we have also to observe 
whether, as the temperature rises, the fluid first becomes transparent, 
and then a fresh cloud subsequently forms; or whether, when the 
opacity is not removed in the first instance, it becomes more tur- 
bid, as the application of heat is continued ; and, further, what is 
the effect of one or two drops of acid upon this new precipitate. 

b. Microscopical appearances.— It is especially important for 
the_ student to correct by the microscope the conclusions he has 
arrived at from chemical analysis : and in all cases of doubt, its 
aid is most valuable. Almost any portion of urine placed in the 
field of the microscope will present some minute objects floating 
about ; but it is better to let it rest some time, and then to take a 
drop from the. bottom of the vessel : it will often happen that the 
microscope shows that there is a tolerably abundant sediment, 
when it is scarcely observed with the naked eye, because it differs 
so little from the fluid in its power of refracting the rays of 
light. The student need never perplex himself trying to make 
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out shapeless objects, but should confine his attention to a few of 
the more distinct organic and crystalline formations. 
Among the organic bodies we observe — 

1. Blood-globules: these, it must be remembered, are not often 
found in their normal form, but variously altered by the fluid in 
which they float, being sometimes unusually flattened, but per- 
haps still more frequently ruptured, and unequally distended, so 
as to assume a crescentic or a somewhat globular form. 

2. Pus and mucus-globules; which can scarcely be distinguished 
from each other, and are most readily known by their relative 
numbers: a few solitary globules may be certainly regarded 
as mucus, a very large number as certainly pus : they are also 
in some measure distinguishable by the circumstance that pus- 
globules are more decidedly granular, mucus smoother, and more 
uniform. 

3. Epithelium, when present, would determine any doubtful 
globules to be mucus rather than pus. One or two scales may be 
seen in almost any specimen of urine, and they are only of con- 
sequence when tolerably abundant, as indicating irritation of the 
bladder or urinary passages. Epithelium is generally found in 
large quantity in the urine of women, being derived from the 
uterus and vagina : the scales of this variety are much larger 
than those which come from the bladder. 

4. Tubular casts are found in cases of albuminuria : of late 
some stress has been laid upon whether they present a smooth, 
homogeneous, transparent appearance, or whether they are stuffed 
with granular matter, as indicating two distinct conditions of 
kidney-disease; equal importance has been attached to their being 
in certain cases associated with oil globules. Independent of the 
uncertainty attending these observations (e. g., globular lithates 
having been unquestionably mistaken for fat), it does not appear 
that the student can derive any useful information from their dis- 
crimination ; and their relations seem at present to be subjects of 
study rather for men who are investigating the pathology of the 
kidney, than for those who wish to turn such knowledge to a 
practical account. 

5. Vibriones may often be seen in active movement ; their pre- 
sence is not connected with any particular forms of disease, but 
merely with chemical change in the urine. 

6. The presence of spermatozoa may sometimes throw light on 
an otherwise obscure case. 

Among crystalline substances we observe 

1. Oxalate of lime. — This may be regarded as one of the most 
important ; not so much from the intrinsic value of the observa- 
tion, as from the circumstance that we have no other means of 
detecting its presence with certainty. It occurs generally in 
octahedral crystals; occasionally we meet with some very short 
square prisms of uric acid, which closely resemble the oxalate of 
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lime ; but with care this need never be any source of fallacy. 
The planes of refracted light crossing the square surface diago- 
nally, and disappearing and reappearing as the focus is altered, 
are extremely characteristic, and never seen under other circum- 
stances. 

2. Uric acid. — In combination with alkali the urates are chiefly 
seen under the microscope as amorphous granular matter, or 
assuming a variety of irregular rounded shapes. The observa- 
tion that along with this deposit there are some defined crystals 
of uric acid, is of considerable value in treatment ; and this the 
microscope can alone determine with certainty ; the lozenge-shaped 
crystals and square prisms of the acid being quite distinctive. 
The same observation will immediately solve any doubt as to the 
true nature of the sabulous deposit, which, in its uncombined 
form, lithic acid usually presents. 

3. Triple phosphate. — The chemical test is of itself quite suf- 
ficient to distinguish the presence of earthy salts ; and the most 
common of these, the phosphate of lime, is rarely found in a 
crystallized form ; like the urates, the phosphates are usually seen 
only as granular matter. The three-sided prisms with beveled 
ends, which characterize the triple phosphate, are not liable to be 
confounded with any other crystals. They indicate the presence 
of an excess of free ammonia, and therefore the probability of 
partial decomposition of the urine; but this rule must not be 
regarded as absolute, for cases occasionally occur in which it is 
caused by the secretion of alkaline urine. 

These are the most important of the objects which microscopic examina- 
tion reveals. The list might be considerably added to, and the student, in 
learning the microscope, may often usefully employ his time in unriddling 
some of the more complex or more rare phenomena, detailed in the various 
treatises on this subject, because by such means he acquires familiarity with 
the use of the instrument ; those just described are necessary for the purposes 
of diagnosis. If the chemical tests be rightly applied, pretty nearly all the 
facts regarding the simpler forms of sediments may be ascertained without 
the use of the microscope. It is in the complex cases, where there is any 
admixture, that its value becomes so great in discriminating the different 
objects, and showing the true character of each, when several distinct sets 
of chemical experiments might have been needed to accomplish the same end. 
It is particularly useful when the urine is generally opaque, and the effects of 
chemical reagents on the sediment are less distinct. The presence or absence 
of blood-globules in the sediment, when the urine is dark colored, a large 
amount of epithelium, or some pus-globules, when it is milky, and the absence 
of any abnormal deposit when heat, acid, and alkali have alike failed to remove 
the haze after partial decomposition has begun, are each of great value in 
confirmation of the chemical analysis. But, on the other hand, heat and acid 
will distinguish in a moment between the lithates and the phosphates in their 
amorphous condition— a conclusion which at best can only be guessed at by 
the employment of the microscope. 

The microscope does not afford much assistance in determining the source 
of hemorrhage when blood is present. Tubular casts, mixed with blood-glo- 
bules, would show that passive congestion of the kidney accompanied the 
hematuria ; and this would be coincident with an excess of albumen in the 
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urine. Crystals of uric acid may lead to the suspicion of the existence of a 
calculus as its cause ; but it must be remembered that they are constantly 
found in the hematuria of scarlatinal dropsy. In fungoid disease of the 
bladder, the compound cells of cancerous growth, and in chronic ulceration, 
pus-cells accompany the blood-globules when the hemorrhage is from the 
bladder. The changes in form which they undergo are dependent equally 
upon the chemical relations of the urine, and the period during which they 
have remained in it. , 

Pus in small quantity, and mucus in excess, whether from the bladder, or, 
in females, from the vagina, are each of them sources of perplexity which the 
microscope readily explains. It is of very little consequence which name is 
applied, as there is evidently no clear line of demarcation between them : very 
large epithelium scales serve to show that the vagina is the source of the 
secretion ; of a smaller size, their presence in unusual number might be taken 
as evidence that the accompanying globules came from the bladder, and not 
the kidney, and were rather mucus than pus. When the globules are very 
numerous we cease to call them mucus under any circumstances ; an irregular 
serrated edge seems to belong especially to scrofulous pus ; little agglomera- 
tions of globules show that there is a tendency to fusion, the urine is scarcely 
acid, and the source of the secretion is very probably the bladder. Mucus 
and bladder-epithelium are chiefly found when crystals of uric acid or oxalate 
of lime are present in the urine, which no doubt acts as irritants on the mucous 
membrane. 

Tubular casts should always be looked for by the student, because they 
teach him when albumen is dependent on degeneration of the kidney, and thus 
give him clearer notions of its origin, and of the cases in which its presence 
is caused by other circumstances : but it would be very rash to say there was 
no renal disease simply because casts were not seen. 

Vibriones and spermatozoa are both causes of opalescence which the micro- 
scope can alone clear up. Chemically, it may be determined that the condition 
is not one of much importance with reference to disease of the kidney; but 
spermatozoa are of considerable moment with reference to the general health 
of the patient. 

Oxalate of lime, as a discovery of late years, received at one time a greater 
share of attention than it deserved : its presence is by no means rare, and is 
not in any way connected with perverted function or diseased action of the 
kidney. It is not uncommonly found in a dumb-bell shaped crystal ; but the 
student ought not to take this* form as characteristic of oxalate of lime, unless 
the ordinary octohedra be also present. 

Uric acid", when found in the urine in crystals, seems to show a different 
condition of health from that in which it is found only in combination with 
alkali, and hence the importance of the observation. Probably, when the 
urates appear as semi-crystalline rounded masses, they show an approach to 
the same diathesis ; but at present we cannot assign any very satisfactory 
reason why this substance appears sometimes in the crystalline, and sometimes 
in the amorphous form — uncombined, or as a compound body. It is worth 
remembering that the globular urates occasionally possess so high a refractive 
power as to have been mistaken for oil-globules. 

It is equally difficult to say why the phosphate of lime is sometimes crystal- 
lized, sometimes amorphous": the form of its crystals is long and acicular, 
and when present, there can be no doubt that the urine was passed in an 
alkaline state, and that the alkalescence was not derived from excess of am- 
monia • but on the other hand, such a condition of urine does not necessarily 
imply crystalline phosphate. Triple phosphate, in a large proportion of cases, 
follows decomposition of the urine; but it is recorded as having occurred 
when there was no trace of decomposition, and the alkalescence of the urine 
depended only on conditions of depressed vitality. It is one of those objects 
which from its unmistakable appearance is of great use to the learner, because 
it never occurs along with a deposit of urates, but always with the phosphate 
of lime. 
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§ 5. Urine free from Deposit— We next proceed to apply our 
chemical tests to the urine which has been decanted off the sedi- 
ment, or to urine which has not let fall any appreciable deposit. 
Two abnormal ingredients occupy the first place, because they 
are constantly found in certain conditions of disease, and, as they 
are freely soluble, give no other direct indications of their pre- 
sence; and a few words must be added on excess of urea, which 
also never occurs as sediment. 

a. Albumen. — The means resorted to for ascertaining the pre- 
sence of albumen are heat and nitric acid, each of which has the 
property of coagulating it; and in certain cases the extraordinary 
amount of the precipitate formed by either, leaves no possible 
doubt as to the fact. It is only where the quantity is small that 
there is any difficulty in coming to a determination upon the sub- 
ject, and especially when the urine is not quite transparent. In 
speaking of this opacity (§ 3), it was shown to be chiefly produced 
by an admixture of pus or mucus, or an effusion of blood ; and 
if these circumstances can be traced to disease of the kidney, it 
is evident that the accompanying albumen will be in considerable 
amount and the reaction decided. When therefore any doubt 
exists, the very inconclusiveness of the experiment may, to a 
certain extent, be regarded as a proof that the kidneys are not 
diseased. 

The readiest method for the detection of albumen is certainly 
that of pouring from half a drachm to a drachm of nitric acid 
to the bottom of a precipitate glass containing the urine to be 
examined. This can easily be effected by allowing it to run 
down the side of the glass; and if the fluids do not intermingle, 
coagulation of the albumen takes place only at their line of junc- 
tion, and may be^ observed even when exceedingly faint, by vary- 
ing the position of the glass with reference to the light, and 
observing the effect of its transmission and reflection. The chief 
source of fallacy is the fact that nitric acid has the power of pre- 
cipitating an excess of urate of ammonia when held in solution 
by any unusual circumstance. A few experiments will better 
teach the different appearance of the two precipitates than any 
description ; but if any doubt remain, a small quantity of the 
urine may be boiled after only so much acid has been added as 
is necessary to produce the precipitation ; the cloud will wholly 
disappear if it consists only of the lithates. 

In employing heat as a test of the presence of albumen, it is 
to be borne in mind that heat develops chemical action, and may 
produce a precipitate of phosphate of lime, and that the coagula- 
tion of the albumen may be prevented either by the urine being 
alkaline or by a single drop of strong acid being added to a 
neutral specimen. Both difficulties are best avoided by acidu- 
lating the urine first with acetic acid ; and then, if the upper 
part of the urine in the test-tube be boiled, while the lower part 
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is only gently heated, the contrast of opacity above and transpa- 
rence below is often sufficient to indicate the presence of an ex- 
ceedingly small quantity of albumen. 

In the first of these two methods we have the advantage of being able to 
say with considerable confidence whether, when the urine is opaque, this is 
increased at the junction of the two fluids : in cases where there is only a trace 
of albumen, even if the urine be perfectly transparent, the haze produced by 
its coagulation is more easily perceived in this experiment than when boiled 
in a test-tube. In either case it is difficult to apply the further test of heat, 
because the precipitate formed by the acid becomes less perceptible when 
transfused through the fluid, and it may. consequently, seem to disappear, 
with heat; and we are uncertain whether it be soluble or insoluble — whether 
urate f ammonia or albumen had been thrown down by the acid. Other 
circumstances, however, serve to determine that the haze is not caused by 
precipitation of the urates : if a deposit have already spontaneously occurred 
or if the urine be naturally very acid without deposit, no addition of nitric 
acid will precipitate the urates from the clear urine : and if the urine be pale, 
and of low specific gravity, it is impossible by such means to render these 
salts insoluble in the excess of water which exists : in any of these cases we 
may therefore assume that the haze is albumen. 

We must be on our guard in employing this test with opaque urine, lest the 
patient be at the time suffering from gonorrhoea and employing some of the 
resinous remedies, which are eliminated by the kidney, and are decomposed 
by nitric acid in the urine. This precipitate is also insoluble by heat, but 
may be distinguished from albumen by its amount being considerable, and yet 
no coagulation occurring when heat alone is used, or used in conjunction with 
one of the weaker acids. Occasionally it may be of service, when the urine 
is opaque, to boil it with alkali, as mentioned in speaking of the chemical re- 
lations of pus [\ 4, a 4) ; the whole of the fluid may thus be rendered trans- 
parent, with the exception of the mass of phosphate floating up and down, 
and an opportunity afforded of ascertaining, by the addition of acid, what 
amount of precipitation occurs. All pus has a certain quantity of albumen 
necessarily associated with it ; but it is very much greater when the discharge 
is from the kidney than when it comes only from the bladder. 

The heat-test for albumen is most certain when the urine is perfectly limpid, 
and decidedly acid. Opacity can only be removed by filtering ; and the process 
is just sufficiently troublesome never to be practised. The nearest approxi- 
mation to truth, in applying heat in such cases, is to compare the urine in the 
test-tube, after being boiled with another portion of the same fluid in a second 
tube of the same size. . . 

In using the stronger acids, as is commonly done when the urine is alkaline 
or neutral, we encounter some difficulties and sources of error. If only a drop 
of acid be added before the urine is boiled it may prevent the precipitation of 
the albumen altogether; if more be used, the albumen is apt to be coagulated, 
and it is no longer the heat-test, but the acid-test. If, again, the urine be 
boiled without acid, a precipitate of phosphate is likely to be formed it the 
urine be alkaline ; and though this may be removed by a drop or two of acid, 
the further addition of acid may not afford such distinct evidence of the pre- 
sence of albumen when the temperature is raised to the boiling point, and it 
mav have to stand some time before the precipitation can be observed. 

In one or two instances I have seemed to get more precise results m doubt- 
ful cases by warming the urine, so as to prevent the precipitation of the urates, 
without coagulating the albumen, and then applying the nitric acid test in a 
precipitate glass, as already mentioned. 

When the results of the examination are at all unsatisfactory, 
very explicit directions should be given to the patient to preserve 
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any portion of the urine that is transparent when passed, in a 
perfectly clean vessel : not uncommonly the difficulties are caused 
solely by some accidental admixture, and in all circumstances, a 
second analysis may throw much light upon the previous one. 
In other instances, when the trace of albumen is but slight, it is 
very necessary for correct diagnosis to make a second or a third 
examination, at intervals, because the casual occurrence of albu- 
men in small quantity is generally not a matter of very great 
importance, and if urine passed at other times be distinctly free 
from it, there is every probability that it is not caused by organic 
change. Further, it may be added that, when any suspicion 
occurs to the mind of the possible existence of albuminuria, one 
examination alone, however exactly performed, and however ex- 
plicit in its results, is not sufficient, because, as the casual presence 
of albumen is no certain proof of the existence of organic change, 
so the urine may be casually free from it, in any stage of disease 
of the kidney. 

b. Sugar. — In considering the general symptoms of disease in 
their relation to the urinary organs, in the succeeding chapter, 
the aggregate of symptoms in a case of diabetes will be found of 
such a character as to mark out very clearly the nature of the 
disease ; yet it is needful to be able to pronounce positively in 
any given case whether sugar be present in the urine. In the 
greater number of cases, the changes produced, when diabetic 
urine is boiled with an equal quantity of liquor potassas, are quite 
sufficient for the purpose. The urine becomes gradually of a 
deep yellow, which passes into brown, and then assumes a crim- 
son or ruby appearance by transmitted light, exhaling an odor of 
burnt sugar or caramel. This sequence of changes cannot be 
misinterpreted by any one who has performed the experiment 
two or three times ; but it is open to fallacy if one who is not 
familiar with the test trusts to it alone, and it may fail to detect a 
very minute quantity of sugar. 

Greater certainty can be attained by the action of sugar upon 
salts of copper, and students ought on all occasions to familiarize 
themselves with it. A few drops of a strong solution of sulphate 
of copper are added to the urine, and then a considerable quantity 
of liquor potassoe: the first portion of the alkali causes precipita- 
tion, its further addition dissolves the precipitate so formed : heat 
is now applied ; and, when the temperature rises to a certain 
point, a yellow precipitate is rapidly formed. The accuracy of 
the test depends upon the two circumstances coinciding, that the 
precipitate has an evident tinge of yellow, and that it is formed 
with rapidity. A variety of chemical changes may precipitate 
the copper on prolonged boiling, but its color is usually tawny or 
brown ; and practically it is found that the only condition which 
gives rise to the rapid formation of a yellow precipitate is the 
presence of diabetic or grape-sugar. 
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The specific gravity of diabetic urine is invariably high, 
although the quantity passed be much greater than in health : 
and while it is true that the absolute amount of the sugar dis- 
solved in the fluid is one of the causes of its increased density, it 
is not the only one, and therefore the specific gravity cannot be 
taken as a measure of the saccharine matter present. In no other 
condition of disease is the density so great; and yet there is rarely 
any deposit, the urine being generally pale, straw-colored, and 
very often having a sort of oiliness in being poured from one 
vessel to another. 

c. Urea. — When the specific gravity of the clear urine is above 
the normal standard, whether there b^ any deposit or not, and we 
have ascertained that no sugar is present, the conclusion is un- 
avoidable that it is impregnated with an unusually large amount 
of those soluble principles which give to urine its ordinary cha- 
racteristic properties, derived from metamorphosis of tissue ; the 
most important of which is urea. The uric acid salts we have 
seen may be held in solution by an excess of alkali, and are pre- 
cipitated by nitric acid ; urea is not so precipitated ; if no change 
occur on the addition of a small quantity of acid, a little urine 
may be poured into a flat glass (a watch-glass), and about half its 
bulk of strong acid added to the fluid, when, if urea be present in 
considerable excess, feathery crystals of nitrate of urea will form. 
To produce this effect, its amount must be very considerable, so 
that even when we do not obtain it, we are not justified in assert- 
ing that no excess of urea is present : when the urine is deep- 
colored, its density great, and its peculiar odor well marked, there 
can be no doubt of the fact that those principles among which 
urea holds a first place, are secreted in large quantity, and treat- 
ment must be guided by this assurance. 

Occasionally the urea is converted into carbonate of ammonia 
by some catalytic action, which probably commences before the 
urine is passed, but is greatly promoted by the action of heat. 
"When the urine is boiled in such a case, the amount of earthy 
salts thrown down is generally considerable, and on the addition 
of acid the precipitate is dissolved, while effervescence takes place 
from decomposition of the carbonate of ammonia. This action 
cannot be regarded as any evidence of an excess of urea. 

The following table represents most of the chemical relations explained in 
the preceding pages : — 

a. Deposits : — 

1. Soluble by heat Urates. 

2. Insoluble by heat: — 

a. Soluble in acetic acid Phosphates. 

, . ., . . , f Oxalates. 

b. Soluble in nitric acid j Uri( . &( ,^ 

c. Soluble in alkali j Tj ric " acid> 
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b. Clear urine : — 

1. Precipitate produced by heat : — 

a. Soluble in acid Earthy salts. 

b. Insoluble in acid Albumen. 

2. Precipitate produced by acid : — 

a. Soluble by heat Urates. 

b. Insoluble by heat Albumen. 

3. Precipitate produced by alkali . . . Earthy salts. 

c. Urine effervescing with heat and acid . . Urea converted into car- 

bonate of ammonia. 

d. Urine becoming reddish-brown with heat 

and liquor potassae . . . . • . . . Sugar. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

DISEASES OF THE URINARY ORGANS. 

§ 1. Nephritis and Nephralgia— after Exposure— from Scarlatina 
—from Calculus— % 2. Abscess— its modes of Discharge— Pus in 
the Urine — § 3. Ischuria — distinguished from Retention — § 4. 
Albuminuria — its Origin— Symptoms — Characters of the Urine 
— with Dropsy — without Dropsy — Bloody Urine — § 5. Diuresis 
— § 6. Cystitis — Calculus— Ropy Mucus — § 7. Diabetes— % 8. 
Disordered Functions — Excess or Deficiency of Water — Deposits 
— Uric Acid — Phosphates — Acidity — Urea — Oxalate of Lime — 
Relations of Disease of the Kidney. 

In proceeding to apply the inferences deducible from the con- 
dition of the urine to the diagnosis of diseases of the urinary 
organs, reference must also be made to those changes which are 
due to disturbing influences acting through the general circulation, 
and are in no way connected with actual lesion of the kidney. It 
is almost impossible to get at the early history of the diseases of 
these organs, because it is only when some very remarkable 
change in the character of the secretion takes place, or when some 
secondary affection is developed, that the patient seeks for advice, 
or is even conscious that anything is wrong. This is not less 
true of the acute than of the chronic affections ; but as the pro- 
gress of the former is more rapid, we are commonly able to trace 
the history backwards to what may be justly considered its 
starting-point. 

§ 1. Nephritis and Nephralgia. — The secretion of urine is more 
or less suppressed in nephritis, and as a consequence anasarca 
rapidly ensues ; but the patient thinks nothing of the diminished 
flow of urine, and is perhaps greatly astonished when dropsy 
comes on. Frequently and very justly ascribed to having caught 
cold, it is very evidently associated with disturbed cutaneous 
action : it sometimes occurs in a perfectly healthy person after 
very severe exposure : more commonly, however, there is pre- 
existing disease of the kidney, or it follows as a specific action, 
at a pretty definite interval, upon an attack of scarlatina ; in the 
latter case we may generally trace some slight exposure, but it 
is alleged by some observers that it may be the direct effect of 
the scarlatinal poison without any such exciting cause. 

It commences with febrile disturbance, and there is often deep 
achincr pain in the back: the urine is scanty, loaded, deep-colored, 
of hi^h specific gravity, and albuminous: blood is sometimes 
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mixed with it, as a consequence of congestion ; but this does not 
appear early when the kidneys are previously healthy. Total 
suppression of urine is not commonly the result of nephritis in a 
healthy kidney, and when that event occurs, we may generally 
conclude that disease of long standing is present, however acute 
the attack may otherwise appear. A common impression pre- 
vails that an attack of nephritis lays the foundation for subsequent 
chronic disease ; but there is no evidence to prove this relation, 
and it ought not to be assumed until we know that among a given 
number of patients who have had scarlatinal dropsy, subsequent 
disease is more common than among a similar number who have 
never had scarlatina at all : the hypothesis, however, is not with- 
out probability. 

Another form of nephritis is excited by local causes, whether 
in consequence of external injury or the presence of a calculus in 
the kidney, when it is preceded by nephralgia. These two causes 
of nephritis have this effect in common, that the attack sometimes 
terminates in abscess. Nephralgia, in so far as it may be distin- 
guished from nephritis, expresses the pain attending the affection 
in its early stage ; and in proportion as the pain is severe, we may 
conclude that it is due to irritation rather than to inflammation. 
We cannot go back to the date of the formation of a calculus, but 
we can sometimes discover in a strain or a sudden jerk of the 
bodythe time when it was displaced. Yery soon after, severe 
paints felt on one side of the loins, shooting down to the groin 
and inside of the thigh, exciting sympathetic pain and retraction 
of the testicle, or encircling the abdomen, and passing round as 
far as the umbilicus ; the severity of the pain is sometimes so 
great as_ to produce nausea and vomiting: the urine may be 
blood-stained, and is always passed with unusual frequency. 
After a time the calculus traverses the ureter, and passes into the 
bladder, or falls back again into its former position, and the pain 
ceases. The patient may suffer only from the irritation, and no 
febrile disturbance ensue ; or inflammatory action may supervene 
in the affected kidney, when the pain persists and assumes the 
character of a dull aching sensation. 

Nephralgia is apt to be confounded with colic ; and as we have seen colic 
pass into enteritis, so the nephritis which follows is liable to be confounded 
with inflammation of the bowels. The presence of sympathetic affection of 
the testicle, or the appearance of blood in the urine, would be sufficient to 
prevent any mistake in diagnosis ; but these are often absent, and dysuria is 
a common effect of inflammation of the bowels : we have, then, no better guide 
than the history of its commencement on one side of the loins, and not in the 
abdomen. 

Rheumatic affections may also be confounded with nephralgia; but, apart 
trom the suddenness of the incursion, and the constancy and severity of the 
pain, when the kidney is affected, they may be distinguished by their more 
general distribution, and especially by the circumstance, that the pain of a 
rheumatic affection is only felt on moving, or at least is very greatly aggravated 
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Sometimes we have reason to believe that an attack of nephralgia has nothing 
to do with calculus at all, but is merely a form of gout, when the bowels are 
loaded, and the urine secreted is highly acid and irritating: in such circum- 
stances there may be no unusual frequency in the calls to empty the bladder, 
as the secretion is scanty, and the irritation of the kidney less intense. 

§ 2. Abscess. — Sometimes directly traceable to an attack of 
nephritis with a well-marked history, this condition of the kidney 
is not unfrequently met with in practice, without any distinct 
precursory symptoms : no doubt there must be some degree of 
inflammation before pus is formed, but it is to be remembered 
that the inflammation is often of the strumous kind, and then the 
evidence of its existence is necessarily obscure. In either case 
the pus may make its way externally, through the loins, or may 
be discharged by the bowels, or be voided in the urine. The 
first of these terminations is to be recognized by the position and 
size of the swelling which accompanies it : a small abscess in the 
loins leads us to inquire after previous attacks of nephralgia, or 
to look for the presence of albumen in the urine ; a larger one is 
much more probably connected with disease of bone : it is a mis- 
take to suppose that the pus discharged by an abscess of the 
kidney has any urinous odor. In the second form, the diagnosis 
may be aided by calculi being passed by the rectum along with 
the pus : if the history of the case show that affection of the kid- 
ney had existed prior to the appearance of pus in the stools, and 
there be no indication of ulceration of the mucous membrane of 
the intestine, it is highly probable that it proceeds from abscess 
of the kidney. When pus forms in consequence of local perito- 
nitis, there is very generally a history of pain somewhere or other 
to point out the locality in which the inflammation had been 
going on, and we are left to judge from probabilities only, when 
there is no such history obtained. 

The third mode of discharge is the most common, especially in 
the strumous abscess. The attention of the patient is first arrested 
by the frequency of the calls to empty the bladder : the total 
quantity of the urine in the twenty-four hours is not increased, 
and it is turbid when passed, depositing a white sediment on 
standing. It is acid, and it remains slightly opaque; the sediment 
is not dissolved by heat or acid, but, on the contrary, both of 
these reagents increase the turbidity, and the decanted fluid gives 
a distinct precipitate of albumen. The sediment is in great part 
dissolved by boiling with alkali, and the fluid becomes ropy ; 
under the microscope abundant globules of pus are seen. If these 
characters are permanent, we may be certain that we have to do 
either with abscess of the kidney, or with that form of nephritis 
which gives rise to suppuration in the calyx— pyelitis, as it is 
called • and I do not know that in any case we can positively 
affirm 'which of the two is present. Some idea of its nature may 
be gained from the relative amount of the pus, and still more 
from the persistence of the disease. 
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Catarrh of the baldder (g 6) is at times liable to present similar features ; 
but there are two grand distinctions, which must ever be borne in mind. 
When the suppuration takes place in the kidney, the urine usually continues 
acid, and is not ammoniacal when passed ; the pus itself remains unchanged, 
and has not become ropy or mixed with phosphates ; the triple phosphate 
especially, which is so common in cystitis, is rarely seen in such circumstances ; 
still more, in consequence of the disease of the kidney, the urine is albumi- 
nous in a much greater degree than can be attributed merely to the amount 
of albumen contained in the liquor puris which is mixed with it. The con- 
glomeration of the pus-globules into masses, or lines, as seen under the mi- 
croscope, may be taken as proof of commencing change in their structure 
and so far may be regarded as evidence that the bladder is the seat of the 
affection rather than the kidney. An abscess must be of considerable size 
before any such chemical changes can take place. 

§ 3. Ischuria. — This term is employed to express suppuration 
in opposition to retention of urine : the fluid is not secreted at all. 
Coming on sometimes after exposure to cold, it occasionally ap- 
pears without any very direct cause ; rarely seen in perfectly 
healthy conditions of the organ, it is more usually met with in 
cases of low inflammation supervening on long standing disease. 
The eye of the experienced practitioner will discover in the as- 
pect of his patient those evidences of renal disease which we shall 
have to notice under albuminuria ; but to the patient and his 
friends the existence of such a malady is unknown. He con- 
ceives himself to have been in his usual health immediately be- 
fore, he cannot understand why it is that he passes no urine, as 
he feels little or no pain, and complains of no suffering. There 
is nothing to mark the disorder in its commencement besides the 
suppression, but soon the pulse becomes slow, the patient drowsy, 
and ultimately completely comatose. The very same sequence 
occurs more slowly without complete suppression when the de- 
puratory action of the kidney is much interfered with ; here they 
are only more rapidly developed. It may be the immediate result 
of an attack of nephritis ; and the common occurrence of rigor at 
its commencement suggests the probability that, even when the 
organ is unsound, some congestive or inflammatory action is ex- 
cited, which deprives the secreting structure that remains of its 
power of carrying on functions which, impaired though they be, 
are still necessary to life. 

Little need be added in regard to its diagnosis. The chief 
point is to make sure that the bladder is empty, and this can only 
be done by a careful introduction of the catheter. No surgeon 
should leave the hospital to enter upon general practice without 
feeling confident that he is competent properly to manipulate this 
delicate instrument ; for even now incalculable mischief is fre- 
quently perpetrated through ignorance or want of skill. 

§ 4. Albuminuria. — Among the various deviations from the 
normal or healthy condition of the urine, this is unquestionably 
that most frequently met with, and in diagnosis the most import- 
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ant, whether we consider the serious consequences to the patient 
which directly spring from a permanent condition of albuminuria, 
or its influence in modifying or giving rise to other disorders 
which may be indirectly traced to disease of the kidney. The 
name does not merely imply that the urine contains albumen, but 
is used to express a condition which we know to be associated 
with organic change of structure in the kidney. I have preferred 
employing it, because the nomenclature of diseases of the kidney 
has undergone some changes of late, which have rendered the 
meaning of "Bright's disease" somewhat uncertain: because, too, 
there seems no great practical advantage in discriminating (if 
they can be distinguished during life) between a small granular 
kidney and a large, smooth, and mottled one ; and, still more, be- 
cause it is the presence of albumen in the urine from day to day, 
and the partial absence of other constituents, which produce the 
baneful consequences on the patient's health. Albuminous urine 
during life is to us much more important than the changes of struc- 
ture revealed by dissection; the presence of albumen is a fact which 
can be readily appreciated in diagnosis, and which, coupled with 
diminished specific gravity, implies the deficiency of other ele- 
ments — a circumstance not less important, but not so easily as- 
certained by analysis ; and the name albuminuria will equally 
express the effect of destruction of tissue by the development of 
cysts, of the absorption caused by dilated ureters and tubes from 
pressure or obstruction, and the more common condition found in 
degeneration, by whatever name they may be designated. 

The commencement of the disease is very rarely traceable. 
Some have thought they might venture to go back to an attack 
of scarlatina ; occasionally we may have a really truthful history 
of an attack of nephralgia, which post-mortem appearances enable 
us to associate with the subsequent changes ; but these are the 
curiosities of diagnosis, and their practical value is not great. 

The patient gradually loses strength, becomes pale, finds him- 
self liable to catch cold, or suffers from headache, or from diar- 
rhoea ; in fact the symptoms presented are exceedingly ill-defined, 
and it may be not until anasarca makes its appearance that he 
supposes himself seriously ill. When questioned, he will gene- 
rally admit that he has suffered from pain in the loins of a dull, 
aching kind ; but how many suffer in the same way from weak- 
ness only, who never have albuminous urine. The circumstances 
in the aspect of the patient which prepare us for the discovery 
of albumen in the urine are a waxy or an extremely pallid face, 
with pearly eyes, and puffmess around the eyelids, or cedema of 
the ankles, which the attendant may notice before the patient 
becomes conscious of it. Such indications are the more valuable, 
inasmuch as the albumen may for a time, in the progress of the 
case, be reduced to a mere trace ; in fact, it occasionally disappears 
altogether, and repeated analysis may be needed to make out 
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the true nature of the case. But they are only to be regarded 
as hints of what may probably be discovered ; they result from 
the cachexia of the disease, and may be seen in other cachectic 
states, of which anasmia is a prominent characteristic. 

When dropsy is fairly established, it then becomes of import- 
ance, in regard to treatment, to have clear notions of its cause; 
and as has been already pointed out, the first question is whether, 
if there be coincident ascites, the effusion occurred first in the 
abdomen or in the areolar tissue; then, following the order 
we have adopted, the condition of the heart must be carefully 
examined ; next we inquire whether there be any circumstances 
which point to disease of the liver; and lastly we examine the 
urine. But the existence of one form of disease does not exclude 
the possibility of another being conjoined with it; on the contrary, 
we know that there is a constant alliance between disease of the 
heart and disease of the kidney. 

a. In all cases an abundance of pale limpid urine, of low 
specific gravity, which yields a distinct precipitate of albumen, 
affords certain evidence of serious disease of the kidney. 

b. A very abundant precipitate of albumen, whatever be the 
condition of the urine, can only be caused by disease of the kid- 
ney, whether in the form of congestion or simple inflammation, 
or of scarlatinal nephritis, or of degeneration at a particular stage, 
or of a special form. 

c. If the amount of albumen be small, the evidence of its pre- 
sence doubtful, and the secretion scanty, the inference is less cer- 
tain when disease of the heart exists, because passive congestion 
of various organs is one of its usual concomitants. When, there- 
fore, there is evidence of valvular lesion traceable to rheumatic 
attacks, urine, which is scanty and loaded, may continue for a 
time to contain a trace of albumen, while no disease of the kidney 
exists : when, on the other hand, the heart-disease is of the form 
of hypertrophy, or dilatation, the continuance of a trace of albu- 
men is a more suspicious sign, because it is not improbable that 
the changes in its muscular structure, as they are not caused by 
valvular lesion, may be the effects of renal disease. In either case 
the diagnosis can only be considered certain when, with an in- 
crease of the secretion, the albumen persists, and the specific 
gravity falls. Somewhat similar relations have been observed 
when in cases of dropsy dependent on other causes, any special 
circumstance gives rise to congestion of the kidney : such, for 
example, as anasarca accompanying ascites or ovarian dropsy, 
when pressure opposes the return of the blood through the renjil 
veins : an exactly analogous relation is said to exist very frequently 
in the dropsy of pregnancy. 

d. When dropsy is not present there are no doubt many cir- 
cumstances which may give rise to the casual occurrence of a 
trace of albumen ; and when this change is not constant, and the 
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specific gravity is normal, great hope may be entertained that the 
condition of disease is only transient, and not altogether beyond 
the reach of art. In investigating these cases the microscope 
may be of much service in showing either the presence of a few 
blood-globules, or of pus, or what are called exudation-corpuscles, 
or mucus-globules in such numbers as to resemble pus rather 
than mucus, all of which are found in simple congestion of the 
kidney ; or it may discover fibrinous casts q£ the tubuli, which 
can only be present in very active congestion, or in permanent 
disorganization. These casts present either a homogeneous appear- 
ance, smooth and transparent, or they are filled up with granular 
matter, and sometimes they contain blood-globules or particles of 
oil. The smooth or waxy casts, as they are called, serve to indi- 
cate the most advanced condition of disease, and those containing 
blood-globules generally result from congestion ; but their appear- 
ance must not be made too absolutely a guide to diagnosis. 

e. When the urine is tinged with blood, the indications are 
somewhat similar to those derived from the presence of albumen, 
and what is true of the one is in great part true of the other, with 
this difference, that blood may come from any part whatever of 
the urinary organs and passages. The first question when blood 
is present is, whether more albumen can be precipitated than is 
accounted for by the admixture of blood if it had been added after 
the urine was voided. This is a point which experience only can 
determine, and for which no rules can be laid down. When we 
conceive the amount of albumen to be greater than would be 
contained in urine colored by blood to the same extent, it must 
be regarded just as if the blood was not present, for we know that 
the excess of albumen must be secreted by the kidney; when the 
amount of albumen is small, the next question is as to the source 
of the hemorrhage ; and probably the only reliable evidence of its 
coming from the kidney is when the microscope discovers tubular 
casts. The existence of small clots, visible to the naked eye, 
proves that the hemorrhage has occurred in some part of the 
canal from the pelvis of the kidney to the end of the urethra, and 
not in the kidney itself: and then there are generally local symp- 
toms to guide us in determining at what point it took place. 
Sometimes it is distinctly passed before the urine begins to flow, 
and it probably issues from the urethra ; sometimes it only escapes 
with the last drops of urine, when its source is generally the blad- 
der. In females, blood flowing from the uterus may be mixed 
with the urine as it is voided : hematuria is also one of the forms 
of hemorrhage which occurs without any special lesion, depend- 
ing simply on a deficiency of plastic material in the blood itself. 
It Is only when the blood retains somewhat of its natural color, 
and the urine is red or pinkish, that doubts regarding the source 
of the hemorrhage can be entertained : when dark-colored or 
smoky, the blood almost certainly comes from the kidney. 
'26 
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We do not class the albuminous urine which accompanies the presence of 
pus-globules under the head of albuminuria, because we presume that, in the 
examination of the deposit, this fact has been observed, and it serves to cha- 
racterize distinct conditions of the kidneys or urinary passages. It must, 
however, be remembered that one of the features by which we are enabled to 
distinguish pus coming from the substance of the kidney, is that the urine 
contains an excess of albumen beyond that which is accounted for by the 
admixture of liquor puris. In this respect it is very analogous to haematuria, and 
the question of whether the kidney be directly involved is to be determined 
simply by ascertaining>whether it do or do not secrete albumen ; the great 
difference between the two is that the blood is poured out in cases of chronic 
disease as an accidental admixture, while pus indicates a special condition ; 
and the albumen is only present because the kidney is altered in function and 
structure by the suppuration. 

In both cases it is possible that the abnormal ingredients may have separate 
sources ; the albumen coming from the kidney, and the blood or the pus from 
the bladder or urinary passages. Against such coincidences it is almost im- 
possible to guard, and it would be vain to attempt to lay down rules for diag- 
nosis ; but they are in practice not of very frequent occurrence ; the accidental 
hemorrhage would not very greatly modify the treatment of the prominent 
disease of the kidney, and the presence of pus would lead to the adoption of 
similar measures, whether its source were the kidney or not, when it was 
found in a patient with albuminuria. The absolute diagnosis is therefore not 
very essential ; and probably some other symptom would suggest the bladder 
as the seat of suppuration or hemorrhage when they did not proceed from the 
kidney. 

In its results to the economy at large, permanent disorganization of these 
glands is a disease of the greatest importance ; the constant drain of albumen, 
which at times passes off in enormous quantity, establishes a state of anaemia 
which is more or less the cause of many of the secondary ailments which 
spring from it ; and, at the same time, the retention of effete matters, which 
are usually evacuated by this channel, seems to produce a sort of blood-poi- 
soning which increases the anaemia, and is the more immediate exciting cause 
of the diarrhoea, and the plastic exudations which so often appear during its 
progress. 

§ 5. Diuresis. — As a temporary effect of direct stimulation of 
the kidney, an excessive secretion of urine is sufficiently common ; 
its persistence is very unusual, except as a sign of diabetes. In 
diagnosis, as in pathology, the indications are wholly negative : it 
has to be ascertained that there is no sugar and no albumen ; the 
urine is of low specific gravity, and there cannot be any very un- 
usual metamorphosis of tissue : but yet, when the quantity of 
urine is great, no doubt more solid matter passes out of the body 
than in health, and hence there is commonly some emaciation. 
At present it does not appear that any logical view of its cause 
has been suggested. 

The secretion of pale, limpid urine, as an effect of the hysteric 
paroxysm, has been already mentioned ; but sometimes a spurious 
diuresis is kept up for a long time in hysterical persons by what 
might be termed a dypsomania, in which enormous quantities of 
fluid are drunk during the .day, and of course find an outlet by 
the kidney. 

§ 6. Cystitis. — Inflammation of the bladder is a frequent source 
of pus in the urine ; the urgency to frequent evacuation which 
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marks suppuration in the kidney is not so great in cystitis, or it 
is of another kind. The history very often dates from some 
retention of urine in the first instance, as, for example, an una- 
voidable delay in emptying the bladder, followed by over disten- 
sion and subsequent spasm, with fruitless efforts at micturition ; 
perhaps the presence of stricture in males, or in females the pres- 
sure of an enlarged uterus renders it impossible thoroughly to 
empty it. It is immaterial whether the first distension be" the 
cause of the inflammatory action which ensues, or whether it is 
produced by the retention of a small portion of urine on each 
occasion, which by its decomposition acts as a ferment on what is 
subsequently secreted; the whole contents of the bladder becom- 
ing ammoniacal, irritating the mucous membrane, and giving rise 
to purulent secretion. The latter is evidently the mode in which 
cystitis is developed in paraplegia, accompanied by paralysis of 
the bladder, because, by carefully washing it out daily with warm 
water the inflammation may be averted. 

In other cases cystitis occurs as the consequence of stone in 
the bladder, the symptoms of which form no part of medical 
diagnosis ; it is only worthy of remark that the irritability of the 
bladder connected with calculus, while causing its frequent evacua- 
tion is specially accompanied by pain over the arch of the pubis, 
at the glans penis, or in the perinaeum ; and that for a long time 
the urine continues to be clear and transparent after the irritation 
has been excited, not thick and opaque as when mixed with pus, 
because the purulent secretion is only a later event in the pro- 
gress of the case. In inquiring into the origin of symptoms, a 
distinction must be made between the difficulty in passing the 
urine, when it is voided in a small stream in stricture, and the 
sudden stoppage of a full stream which occurs in cases of stone. 

Sometimes cystitis comes on as a catarrh of the bladder, propa- 
gated from the urethra, in cases of gonorrhoea ; simple idiopathic 
catarrh is necessarily very rare. 

The principal source of information is the condition of the 
urine itself; when pus is derived from the kidney, as a general 
rule the urine is acid, decidedly albuminous, and the pus falls as 
a sediment to the bottom ; when derived from the bladder, the 
urine is alkaline, the amount of albumen not so great, and the 
pus more or less altered in character, becoming ropy and resem- 
bling mucus. Casual circumstances and the effect of treatment 
may alter these facts for a time, but, when observed in the first 
instance, or remarked as a usual condition, the evidence they 
afford, combined with the history of the case, are quite character- 
istic of the true nature of the disease in each of its forms. 

§ 7. Diabetes. — The chemical test for the presence of sugar is a 
very certain one if applied with sufficient care; but the whole cir- 
cumstances connected with confirmed diabetes are so distinct that 
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the diagnosis scarcely requires this corroboration. Unfortunately 
there are few symptoms which can lead to its early detection, 
the amount of urine passed in the twenty-four hours is so little 
regarded by most persons that they seldom think of adverting to 
it till it be in very great excess ; it is generally the existence of 
weakness and emaciation which excites the patient's attention; 
sometimes the circumstance is observed that where the urine falls 
it leaves a white crust when it dries ; sometimes the unusual 
appetite and craving for drinks lead him to suspect that something 
is wrong. 

To the eye of the practitioner the emaciation of diabetes is 
very different from that of other diseases ; it is not marked by 
any unhealthy appearances such as characterize the various 
cachectic states ; its combination with hunger may suggest the 
existence of intestinal worms, but in following the scheme for the 
examination of the patient laid down in the early part of this 
work, the very next inquiries lead us at once to the true ex- 
planation. Along with the emaciation and craving appetite thirst 
is excessive, the urine is secreted in large quantity, the bowels are 
costive, and the feces dry and solid ; under no other condition of 
disease is the same train of symptoms ever remarked. 

§ 8. Disordered Function. — Under the name of functional dis- 
turbances must be included variations in the proportion of water 
and other normal constituents which, as they are elaborated else- 
where, may pass out of the body through the kidneys without 
implying specifie disease of any portion of the urinary apparatus. 
They cannot be easily classed according to the diseases with 
which they are commonly associated ; but assuming that the 
history of the case and the examination of other organs has 
already led to an opinion being formed on its nature, we have to 
inquire what additional light may be derived from an examina- 
tion of the urine. 

Excess of water, while it constitutes the whole disease in what 
is called diabetes insipidus, and modifies the characters of the 
urine in other states of disease, is constantly observed in health 
after certain ingesta which stimulate the kidneys, and after an 
hysteric paroxysm : it is really a matter of no great importance. 

Deficiency of water is most remarkable in fevers, and in cases 
in which the perspiration is excessive : it is also observed when 
diarrhoea exists, and sometimes as an effect of dyspepsia, the 
urine becoming acid, scanty, and loaded, irritating the bladder 
and urinary passages. The secretion is also scanty when the 
renal circulation is interfered with by abdominal distension or 
disease of the heart, though very frequently in cases of the 
latter class there is more than mere functional disturbance — 
congestion, if not actual disease begun. In dropsy depending 
upon disease of the kidney, the secretion is always diminished 
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while anasarca is on the increase, partly as its cause, but partly 
too as its effect. 

When the proportion of water falls much below the healthy 
standard, those salts which are more soluble in warm than cold 
water, if present in their usual amount, ought to be precipitated, 
forming a sediment: but here another law comes into play, be- 
cause their chemical constitution varies with the amount of what. 
for convenience, we may term free acid or free alkali. If free 
acid be present, the lithates exhibit that form in which they are 
less soluble in cold than warm urine, and they are precipitated 
when the urine is scanty; if free alkali be present, their condition 
is changed, and they are held in solution at all temperatures. 
The deposition of phosphatic or earthy salts is not so dependent 
on the proportion of water, for they are very easily dissolved by 
free acid, and are very insoluble when free alkali is present: their 
solubility is unaffected by heat. 

This explains to us why in acute rheumatism, when acid 
abounds, and there are copious sour-smelling perspirations, the 
urine is always loaded with lithates ; whereas in typhus, when 
the powers of life are low, and free alkali is liable to be secreted 
by the kidney, the urine may be very scanty and very deep- 
colored, and yet there is no deposit till some acid be added, when 
the whole becomes turbid. Such urine oftentimes appears slightly 
acid to test-paper, and it would appear that the lithates are secreted 
in the soluble form with excess of alkali, and that the affinity of 
the acid present is too weak subsequently to convert them into an 
insoluble form. The fact is certain, the explanation perhaps un- 
satisfactory ; but it is the only one which our chemical knowledge 
of these salts at present gives. 

When acid is formed in excess in the stomach in dyspepsia, 
and afterwards passes off by the kidney, it tends to check the 
flow of urine, causing a deficiency of water, and at the same time 
it determines the formation of the less soluble lithates, which the 
small quantity of water present cannot hold in solution when 
cold. To speak therefore of an excess of lithates is a fallacy, 
because their deposition may depend merely on the proportion 
of water, and the presence of free acid. When lithic acid is 
really in excess, it is more likely to occur in a crystalline form, 
uncombined with any base ; and to this the name of the " lithic 
acid diathesis" more properly belongs than to that in which the 
deposit is amorphous. The only valid proof of an excess of the 
amorphous lithates would be that the whole quantity of lithic 
acid passed during the twenty-four hours was ascertained to be 
beyond the average of health. 

To speak of an excess of earthy phosphates is a more complete 
fallacy than that just alluded to. They are so very soluble when 
free acid is present, so insoluble when free alkali is present, that 
such a deposit indicates nothing more than the fact of the urine 
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being alkaline. It is true, that as happens with the lithates in 
typhus, the urine may have a slightly acid reaction to test-paper, 
and yet the ordinary chemical change may not take place; in 
such cases the earthy phosphates may be deposited; and the only 
explanation that can be given is that they have been secreted in 
an alkaline condition, but the acid present is too weak to alter 
their chemical relations; for a single drop of stronger acid at 
once dissolves the deposit. Valuable information might no doubt 
be obtained from a knowledge whether the phosphoric acid be 
really in excess ; but this can only be ascertained by a quantita- 
tive analysis, which requires much chemical skill and much ex- 
penditure of time. There is always enough phosphoric acid 
present in the urine to form a deposit when converted into the 
insoluble phosphate of lime. 

A deposit of earthy phosphates then only shows that alkali of 
some sort is in excess. Of this there are three principal causes: 
the decomposition of urea yielding free ammonia; the ingestion 
of alkalies or decomposable alkaline salts ; and the secretion of 
excess of ammonia by the kidney. The first of these, when the 
urine is fetid, is very generally associated with cystitis, and is 
also developed in a very short space of time in urine which was 
alkaline on emission ; the second is only a casual occurrence, 
which has no pathological value, and is only to be borne in mind 
as one of the possible causes ; the third is that to which the name 
of the phosphatic diathesis has been given. It is evidently con- 
nected with states of debility, especially with exhaustion of nerv- 
ous energy : we do not expect to find it always present, because 
of the constant daily variations in the acidity of the urine, but 
its recurrence at certain periods may aid us in ascertaining its 
specific causes. It should be remembered, too, that the amount 
of acid in the stomach at any given period is generally in an 
inverse proportion to that in the urine, and I have seen this most 
strikingly exemplified in cases of sarcina ventriculi when the 
fermentation going on in the stomach produced the greatest 
possible degree of alkalescence. Closely related to this change 
is one in which, without fetor or absolute decomposition, the urea 
is converted into the carbonate of ammonia, a change which is 
hastened by boiling, and gives rise to effervescence on the addition 
of acid. 

In general terms, speaking of acidity and alkalescence of urine, we find 
them associated with very opposite conditions of health, modified by the 
actual state of the stomach at the period when the fluid is secreted. A man 
of full habit, who indulges in the pleasures of the table, and is not disposed 
to overtax his mental powers or his nervous system, is very likely to exhibit 
in his urine copious deposits of the lithate of ammonia, especially at those 
times when he has been suffering from acidity of stomach, and the acid has 
begun to pass off by the kidney. Whereas a man of spare habit and nervous 
temperament, during the period of exhaustion following any excitement either 
of brain or nerve, is very liable to phosphatic deposits, especially while the 
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acid is still in the stomach, and before it has begun to pass off by the kidney. 
On the other hand, the nrine of one whose digestive organs are in an enfeebled 
state will contain the one deposit or the other, according to the period after 
food at which it is examined. 

I think we may notice, with regard to the lithates deposited in such circum- 
stances, that those simply dependent ou gastric derangement are of a paler 
color than those which are produced by any excess. To some it has appeared 
that the pink color was caused by chemical alteration of the same coloring 
matter which is secreted by the liver, and the staining of the utensil has been 
taken as evidence of biliary derangement ; the investigation of this point is 
not complete, but may be usefully remembered in practice. 

Excess of urea is also one of the functional disturbances of the 
secretion. It is to be regarded as a proof of excessive metamor- 
phosis of the nitrogenized elements, whether in consequence of a 
too abundant supply, or of unusual waste of tissue, as it follows 
on the use of nitrogenized food in excess, or is increased by dis- 
ease. There is apparently no specific cause to which it can be 
attributed; we must be content at present to employ such general 
expressions as disorder of stomach and depressing influences, 
while observing the fact of general emaciation, sense of lassitude, 
and depression of mind which accompany its existence. 

It is often associated with a deposit of oxalic acid, in the form 
of oxalate of lime. Probably too great stress has been laid on 
the presence of this salt, which has been often regarded as the 
first step in changes of which it is perhaps really the result ; and 
this conclusion is the more probable from the very many and 
very varied circumstances in which it is found. It coexists with 
alkaline urine and deposits of phosphates, with acid urine and 
amorphous lithates, with crystals of uric acid, as well as with 
excess of urea : but we may always trace indications of weakness 
and depression, whatever other special characters the case exhi- 
bits. We need not stop to inquire whether it be formed by a 
reconversion of some of the normal ingredients or by imperfect 
oxidation of carbon in the lungs, or whether it be formed at once 
in the process of assimilation, and carried into the urine as it is 
when food containing oxalic acid is taken into the stomach. 

Many other functional disorders might be enumerated, but they are chiefly 
matters of curiosity; such, for example, as the presence of fibrin in chylous 
urine, of oily matter, of kiestine in the urine of pregnancy, of a milky albumi- 
nous matter in malacosteon, &c. These cases are so rare that the student 
must be referred to works on diseases of the kidney for further information 
regarding them. It may be added that hematuria is to be regarded as a 
functional disorder when it depends only on some change in the condition of 
the blood, such as is manifested in other parts of the body by spots of pur- 
pura, or by uncontrollable hemorrhage. 

The entire dependence of functional disorder on causes altogether beyond 
the kidney itself, is not less remarkable than the extensive associations of its 
diseases with those occurring in other organs. Among fevers we find scar- 
latina giving risa to a form of nephritis with albuminuria : certain forms of 
chronic rheumatism and gout seem to be more or less dependent on degene- 
ration of the kidney ; and the connection existing between gout and uric acid 
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brings that disease into close relation with the crystalline deposit in the 
urine. 

Dropsy is connected in two ways with disease of the kidney ; as it is induced 
by deficient secretion of water, which thus necessarily accumulates in the sys- 
tem, or by changes slowly developed in the blood rendering its watery portion 
more liable to transude through the vessels into surrounding tissues. The 
same condition gives rise at times to hemorrhages, especially epistaxis, and 
is always marked by the waxy or pallid hue of anaemia. Tubercular phthisis 
often forms the conclusion of a case of diabetes ; chorea and delirium tremens 
are each said to cause important changes in the relative amounts of certain of 
the constituents of the urine. 

Head affections are in a most especial manner associated with disease of 
the kidney: convulsions and coma are often the precursors of its fatal termi- 
nation, whether caused by uraemic poisoning, or by serous effusion in the 
ventricles. In a large proportion of cases of apoplexy granular degeneration 
is found, but the connection of the two is probably to be traced to disease of 
the heart, which is so common in albuminuria. Occasionally this exists as 
simple hypertrophy ; at other times there is atheromatous disease of the 
valves, and perhaps of the arteries ; the former apparently produced by dis- 
turbed circulation, the latter probably only another expression of that faulty 
nutrition which also affects the kidney. 

Plastic exudations on serous surfaces are to be met with in the pericardium, 
in the pleura, and in the peritoneum more commonly than in other circum- 
stances ; and both bronchitis and laryngitis are more severe in consequence 
of the tendency to cedema to which it gives rise. The liver not uncommonly 
presents evidence of coincident disease, which it is not difficult to explain 
when we recognize habits of intemperance as the constant source of mischief 
to both organs. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

DISEASES OF THE OVAEIES. 

General Considerations— Obscure Origin — Associations. — § 1. Ova- 
rian Dropsy — Resemblance to Ascites — Distinguishing Characters 
— § 2. Tumors — known by their Pelvic Attachments — distinguished 
from Pregnancy. 

In adverting to classes of disease peculiar to the female sex, it must be 
remembered that they are often mixed up with hysteria, and while that unde- 
fined malady may give rise to symptoms in any organ of the body, and may 
simulate any form of disease, the practitioner must be on his guard against 
assuming symptoms to be merely hysterical when they depend on some obscure 
cause which he has been unable to trace. The early changes in the ovaries, 
as they cannot be recognized, must therefore be borne in mind, as affording a 
possible explanation of symptoms otherwise unintelligible : but this is very 
different from the views which we cannot but regret to see advocated by any 
claiming for themselves a respectable position in the profession, who would 
refer to some undefined local changes all the anomalous characters which 
hysteria so constantly presents. If medicine is to be ranked as a science, we 
cannot ignore the clear and accurate teachings of pathological anatomy ; we 
may not assign to any disease a cause which post-mortem examination proves 
to have no existence ; we may not assume ovaritis, as it has been called, to 
be a common condition in the living, when we know that it is seldom met 
with in the dead body. Pathological anatomy does not teach us what hysteria 
is, but it teaches us in unmistakable language what it is not, and if we learn 
the lesson it conveys, no truth will come home with more force of demonstra- 
tion than this, that neither ovarian changes nor ulcers of the os uteri have 
anything to do with its occurrence, except as they figure in the opinion of the 
practitioner, or engross the thoughts of the patient : more than this — it also 
teaches that disease of the ovaries, though not uncommon, is not of such a 
kind as can be traced to "inflammation" in any of the multifarious forms 
assigned to it. All that can be said of ovaritis is, that were it present its 
symptoms would be undistinguishable from local peritonitis confined to the 
region of the ovary. 

The earlier history of ovarian growths is quite unknown to us. 
The first symptom is generally the patient's consciousness of 
enlargement of the abdomen : as an indication of disease this is 
classed among " alterations of size ;" and it is worthy of observa- 
tion that, in external form, the abdomen is liable to be unequally 
prominent on one side. The tumor may possibly be recognized 
by the practitioner before its existence is known to the patient 
herself— as, for example, in pressing the abdomen during fever, 
with bowel ailment. More rarely the growth is found out in 
searching for the causes of constipation ; but such a condition is 
so common among females in this country that it can scarcely 
lead to the discovery of the disease. Among early symptoms, 
pains in the groins, and a sensation of weight and bearing down 
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in the pelvic viscera are mentioned, and may be of service in 
leading to more careful examination, but they are not in any way 
characteristic. When enlargement has actually taken place, it is 
not unimportant to notice in how many instances there is no dis- 
turbance of the general health. 

§ 1. Ovarian Dropsy. — In the greater number of cases cysts 
are developed containing fluid — ovarian dropsy as it has been 
termed. By percussion over the prominent part of the abdomen, 
want of resonance is discovered, and fluctuation will be made out 
more or less readily in the same situation, according to the stage 
which the disease has reached ; but at its very commencement 
this must be imperceptible. In speaking of ascites (Chap. VII., 
Div. I., § 2) the signs derived from these sources by which that 
disease is characterized were pointed out ; we have now to notice 
the indications which the same means of investigation afford in 
cases of encysted dropsy. 

A cyst developed from the ovary commences to one side of the 
mesian line, and consequently for a long period during the con- 
tinuance of the case, the dulness on percussion occupies one side 
of the abdomen much more than the other : fluctuation extends 
upwards on that side, and can be readily traced so long as one 
hand does not pass far beyond the umbilicus, but becomes at 
once obscure when it is placed towards the flank on the resonant 
side. "When these two observations correspond, the evidence is 
more satisfactory than that derived from any other source ; some- 
times it is even more striking when the fluid is contained in 
several cysts, and the tumor is multilocular. In such cases fluc- 
tuation may be most clearly perceptible while the hands are placed 
only a few inches apart, but becomes obscure as soon as the bound- 
ary between two cysts is passed ; indeed the position of the septa, 
as they reach the surface of the abdomen, is sometimes distinctly 
defined. Occasionally the enlarged ovary very early assumes a 
central position with reference to other viscera, pushing them 
aside into both lumbar regions pretty equally, and approaching 
the anterior wall of the abdomen in the hypogastrium ; and then 
the diagnosis requires more care. 

As the disease advances it gradually encroaches more and more 
on the whole cavity of the abdomen, and then we have recourse 
to other measures to ascertain that the fluid is cysted, and not 
free in the peritoneum. 

The principles have been already laid down (p. 103) which 
ought to be present to the mind in every case that comes before 
us, and they are equally applicable to the most self-evident as to 
the most obscure. Rising out of the pelvis, as the diseased ovary 
does, it is very often possible to trace in the lumbar and iliac 
regions resonant bowel pushed aside, not floated upwards upon 
the surface of the fluid. Even when the greater part of the in- 
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testines Lave been forced into the thorax by the enlargement of 
the cyst the ribs do not spread out as when subjected to the pres- 
sure of fluid lodged in the peritoneum, and the abdomen has a 
globular form ; at the same time, the height to which the dullness 
extends is not equal, but at some point resonance descends far 
below the level to which the fluid rises at another ; for the very 
same reasons the relative positions of dulness and resonance are 
but little altered by change of posture. 

At the risk of repetition it must be remarked that the whole of the facts 
upon which our inductions are formed may be resolved into the simple effects 
of the laws of gravitation, as modified by the circumstance of the fluid being 
free in the peritoneum, or confined in a cyst, and the intestine, which is speci- 
fically lighter, being at liberty to float on its surface or not. Hence, in apply- 
ing the fact of resonance being observed below the fluid level, or even in the 
groin, we must remember that it may be produced by a portion of the intestine 
which is naturally limited in its movement, or one tied down by old adhesions. 
Mistakes are less likely to be made in observing the effects of change of pos- 
ture, except when the whole of the viscera are pushed up under the ribs ; the 
relative position of the fluid and the intestine in such circumstances cannot 
be so readily altered. 

In mere physical diagnosis those cases most resemble ovarian dropsy in 
which adhesions have been formed in consequence of an attack of peritonitis, 
by which the' fluid effused is as much limited in position as if it had been con- 
tained in a true cyst. In such, however, the general symptoms, which are 
those of chronic peritonitis, are much more severe than are ever observed in 
the smaller sized ovarian cysts, which alone they resemble ; and the history, 
if correct, is wholly different. The one commences with a severe attack, of 
which pain in the abdomen is a prominent feature, and continued uneasiness, 
tenderness on pressure, quick pulse and emaciation mark its progress ; in the 
other, the commencement of the disease is not easily traced, pain is at no 
time severe, and the general health is not much disturbed until it has lasted 
for a long time. 

When the cyst is not very large, and its position central, there are two 
conditions which may produce analogous phenomena— a bladder or a uterus 
distended with fluid. In the former our necessary inquiry into the amount 
of the urine will be answered by a report either of retention or incontinence : 
no water passed at all, or a constant overflow from the paralyzed viscus, and 
either circumstance is sufficient to suggest the employment of the catheter. 
Hydrometra is so rare a form of disease that it may almost be passed over, 
and would be best recognized by vaginal examination, which may always be 
had recourse to when any doubt exists as to the nature of a local collection 
of fluid in the abdomen. 

The remarks on this mode of investigation must be reserved till the diag- 
nosis of solid ovarian tumors has been discussed. 

§ 2. Tumors. The term is only relative, as in most instances 

the diseased structure contains cysts with larger or smaller collec- 
tions of fluid ; and in the earlier stages, those in which the fluid 
ultimately accumulates to the greatest extent are scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from those in which none at all is found : were the 
distinction more easily made, the information gained is of no 
practical importance, except we have regard to the more rapid 
growth and speedilv fatal termination of some of the forms of 
solid orowth It is "chiefly in these that symptoms are to be met 
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with such as have been already mentioned as the only facts in 
the history of ovarian disease which can call attention to its ex- 
istence : pains in the groins, a sense of weight and bearing down 
among the pelvic viscera, constipation, haemorrhoids, and painful 
defecation ; occasionally, too, the functions of the bladder are in- 
terfered with, but this chiefly occurs at a later period, when the 
tumor rises out of the pelvis. During its growth, occasional 
attacks of more severe pain may take the place of the constant 
dragging sensation, and as this may imply that the sensation is 
excited by local peritonitis, and is not the mere pain of abnormal 
growth, the observation would be of importance if the question 
of excision were ever entertained. 

When felt above the pubis, the surface of a solid tumor is 
seldom perfectly uniform, especially when it is one of rapid 
growth; the feeling of elasticity is sometimes closely allied to 
the sense of fluctuation when the latter is obscured by the depth 
at which the fluid is placed beneath the parietes and the thick- 
ness of the walls or the multitude of the cysts. Before it can 
be reached in this situation it must already have acquired some 
size, and therefore it cannot very well be confounded with fibrous 
tumor of the uterus: its mobility will distinguish it from chronic 
matting together of the tissues by local peritonitis : and its deep 
connections leave no room for the supposition that it is attached 
to the bones of the pelvis : at the same time, it is distinguished 
from omental growths, or malignant enlargement of abdominal 
glands, by our being able to trace it under favorable circum- 
stances down into the pelvis. No certain conclusion can be 
arrived at if the abdominal walls be tense and resisting ; but 
when the patient is placed in a proper position, and the resistance 
can be overcome by gradual pressure, the practitioner can always 
place his hand between the brim of the pelvis and the growth, 
when not ovarian, and cannot do so when the seat of the disease 
is the ovary itself. 

The position of the tumor generally determines that it is not due to preg- 
nancy in its ordinary form : the exceptions are when the tumor is central, or 
the pregnancy is tubal. The distinction in these cases must depend almost 
entirely on the absence or presence of other signs of pregnancy, and it is to 
be remembered that the two conditions may coexist, and nothing is lost by 
waiting for the termination of gestation before pronouncing a definite opinion. 
In place of giving an elaborate account of the signs of pregnancy, which does 
not come into our classification, I would refer my readers to the treatises 
especially devoted to this subject, only remarking that this question, perhaps 
more than any other, calls for the exercise of common sense. The history is 
full of instruction, if rightly read ; the time of the cessation or alleged irregu- 
larity of menstruation, and its assigned causes, compared with the manner of 
the patient; her appearance with regard to size, aspect, carriage, &c, give the 
practitioner hints that need not be quite disregarded, even when he is told of 
the casual recurrence of the menstrual flux; in exceptional cases, when men- 
struation was irregular at the time of conception, or has persisted regularly 
since, the sum of the signs from the breast, from the abdomen, and from the 
tactus eruditusper vaginam, are sufficient for his guidance if taken together. 
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Perhaps it is scarcely stated in general with sufficient distinctness that the 
color of the areola is of much less moment than the development within it of 
the glandular follicles ; it is asserted also that the fluid which so frequently 
oozes from the mamma presents under the microscope all the appearance of 
milk in cases of pregnancy : and as the result of my own experience I may 
state that the undefined fulness of the abdomen, and the feeling of solidity 
perceived in pregnancy, is never exactly simulated by enlargement from any 
other cause. The sound of the fcetal heart is unquestionably the most con- 
clusive evidence, but it is often difficult, and sometimes impossible to discover 
it. Whatever be the conclusion arrived at by the practitioner, he must exer- 
cise great caution in communicating it to the patient, or her friends, except 
he have heard the sound of the fcetal heart or felt the movement of the living 
child. He may raise hopes which are never to be realized or excite appre- 
hensions in the minds of friends which are wholly unfounded ; and in either 
case justly forfeit the confidence of his patient by grounding a positive opinion 
on insufficient data. I know no circumstance which can render an absolute 
diagnosis of early pregnancy a matter of real importance : the progress of the 
case will speedily solve all doubts. 

Digital examination detects, in the early stages of ovarian dis- 
ease, a tumor to one side and at the back of the vaginal wall — 
movable, but independent of the uterus, which at this period re- 
tains its normal position. As the ovary enlarges, the uterus may 
be somewhat pushed down : at a later period it is drawn up, and 
the neck is sometimes most remarkably elongated. The mobility 
of the mass and its regular form, as perceived in this examination, 
are the points which especially distinguish it from the matting 
together of tissues which is produced by local peritonitis of a 
chronic form ; and the elongation of the neck of the uterus, when 
any change occurs in that organ, proves that the enlargement is 
not a consequence of pregnancy. 



406 



CHAPTEE XXXIII. 

DISEASES OF THE UTEEUS. 



§ 1. Amenorrhoea — § 2. Menorrhagia — § 3. Leucorrhcea — Vaginitis 
— § 4. Tumors — fibrous — polypous — § 5. Prolapsus — Malposition 
— § 6. Congestion — Ulceration — § 7. Cancer. 

_ There is but little to be said on the diagnosis of this class of 
diseases, which are perhaps legitimately regarded as a special 
department of practical medicine : but in the very fact of a spe- 
ciality there is a tendency to abuse, and unfortunately persons are 
always to be found who will use any pretext to extend their own 
fame and to enrich themselves without any feeling of honor, 
without any sense of morality or propriety. A professional sect 
has grown up in England in consequence of the minute — the 
needlessly minute investigations of the accoucheurs of France, 
which, impelled by such motives, assumes to itself, under the 
guise of this specialite, the management of all the diseases of the 
female sex ; rightly or wrongly, with reason or without reason, 
referring them all to changes in the uterus. Diseases are spoken 
of as of frequent or constant occurrence which we search for in 
vain, except in a very few instances, in the dead body. In reality, 
small asis our list of local maladies connected with the uterus 
and vagina, even these are mainly due to constitutional causes, 
and are best met by constitutional remedies. 

§ 1. Amenorrhoea. — Absence of the catamenia must be distin- 
guished from chlorosis, inasmuch as tardy, scanty, painful and 
suppressed menstruation are very often found altogether indepen- 
dent of general signs of anaemia ; the face may be florid, the pulse 
good, the body well nourished, and the general health fair, not- 
withstanding the coexistence of amenorrhoea. Perhaps all this 
indicates a condition of local as well as general congestion which 
interferes with the due performance of the function, but quite as 
often the aspect of the patient is fallacious, and the real condition 
is atonic, the color of the face being the effect of venous conges- 
tion rather than of general plethora. This is proved not only by 
the coldness and clamminess of the hands and feet, but by the fact 
that the menstrual functions become regular under the judicious 
employment of tonics, and that if they be not regulated, chlorosis 
will speedily supervene. 

When dependent on local causes, total absence of the secretion 
may persist through life ; or the fluid, unable to find an outlet, 
may accumulate in the uterus and vagina : in each of these there 
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is some defect of organization. In other instances, exposure to 
cold exerts some influence on the uterus, probably in the first 
place causing congestion, which is followed by sudden suppression; 
but, if the function be not speedily restored, a constitutional state 
is developed, and the disorder loses its local character. 

Though so intimately connected with age, the function is really 
dependent on the development of organs which age implies, and 
therefore in cases of retarded menstruation we have to look to the 
girlish or womanly appearance of the patient before interfering 
with the uterus; while, in the absence of the catamenia after 
mid-life, we have to remember that the involution of the uterus 
and ovaries takes place much earlier in some females than others. 
Suppression for a time almost always follows after an attack of 
any severe disease, and, if the individual have attained a certain 
age, may be persistent. 

In amenorrhoea which is not accompanied by anaemia we must 
always remember the possible coexistence of pregnancy: this 
suspicion is more likely to be just if previously the catamenia 
were always regular, and is proportionally less probable if they 
have been irregular in their appearance. 

Irregular menstruation is only to be regarded as a symptom of constitutional 
disturbance, and not as a local disorder. The catamenial periods are then 
often attended "with pain ; dysmenorrhoea is sometimes also complained of 
■when the flux is regular, but scanty or pale : in all of these the disorder is 
unquestionably dependent on constitutional causes. The pain in such cases is 
probably neuralgic, as it is associated with other sensations of an analogous 
kind, headache, backache, &c. : it generally precedes the menstruation, and is 
most intense at the commencement of the discharge. 

In other instances painful menstruation is accompanied by no diminution, 
but perhaps by excess of the catamenia, and may be connected with hemor- 
rhoids, loaded bowels, &c, or with other diseases of the uterus, irritability, 
tenderness, fibrous tumors, &c. Sometimes coagula are discharged in place 
of the ordinary fluid, or it is mixed with membranous shreds. We have no 
knowledge of the pathological causes of these states, and must be content 
with the°explanation which disordered function conveys. 

I think we must be cautious in admitting the possibility of a contracted 
state of the orifice as a cause of dysmenorrhoea. Dilatation at all events 
constantly fails in relieving it. 

§ 2. Menorrhagia. — This term does not include occasional 
hemorrhage, but must be restricted to the undue persistence and 
the too frequent recurrence of regular menstruation. It is most 
commonly dependent on some general state of system; rarely 
produced by plethora, it is much more frequently due to im- 
poverished blood : hence it is seen in disease of the kidney or in 
general debility, increasing the anaemia which accompanies these 

conditions. . 

Sometimes it is the consequence ot undue excitement ot the 
sexual organs : and it is not an uncommon consequence of the 
imperfect return of the uterus to its normal state after tedious 
labor or miscarriage. 



408 DISEASES OF THE UTERUS. 

Occasionally hemorrhage very closely resembles menorrhagia 
when it comes on at regular intervals, and these are determined 
by the congestion or whatever else it is that gives rise to the 
monthly return of the menses ; but hemorrhage means something 
more than mere excess of the natural flux. It is associated either 
with destruction of surface, or with polypous or fibrous growth, 
or with irregular position of the placenta in pregnancy ; some- 
times it appears during the early periods of pregnancy, simulating 
irregular rather than excessive menstruation : in all cases, sooner 
or later, hemorrhage ceases to wear the aspect of regularity, and 
its irregular appearance is the best indication that it is not 
menorrhagia. 

§ 3. Leucorrhcea. — This disorder is nothing more than an ex- 
cessive secretion of the natural mucus which lubricates the passage. 
Attempts have been made by discriminating the especial charac- 
ters of the secretion, to determine whether it comes from the 
uterus or the vagina. These facts may be interesting as curious 
pathological researches, but they are of no value in practice: 
whatever restores the tone of the system at large, and along with 
that gives a healthy character to the mucous lining of the gene- 
rative organs, relieves leucorrhcea; local remedies may aid in its 
removal, but alone, though they check it for a time, they leave 
the cause of the disorder untouched. It is not a true catarrh, and 
this it is which best distinguishes it from gonorrhoea : the latter 
begins with irritation of the vagina, and possibly of the urethra, 
causing painful micturition ; this is soon followed by a copious 
secretion of thick puriform matter, which gradually assumes the 
character of a thin discharge, and cannot be distinguished from 
leucorrhcea : it is the history alone that enables us to distinguish 
in cases of long standing between the one disorder and the other. 

In children true catarrh of the vagina, vaginitis as it is called, 
is not uncommon. It attacks the very same individuals who are 
from cachexia liable to ulcerations of the mouth, to excessive im- 
petiginous eruptions with copious purulent discharges ; and like 
them is manifestly constitutional. It has often given rise to un- 
founded suspicions and charges of crime, but there ought not to 
be any doubt in a medico-legal point of view, because of the 
absence of bruises or local injury ; there are no signs of inflam- 
mation present except a degree of soreness or irritation of the 
surrounding skin from the purulent secretion lodging upon it. It 
may be dependent on the presence of ascarides. 

Whenever vaginal discharge is spoken of, we ought to ascertain whether it 
be at all oll'ensive, because it may be induced by cancerous disease : if blood- 
tinged at other than the monthly periods, it is not improbable that it is de- 
pendent on commencing scirrhus. 

Leucorrhcea is so uniformly connected with causes independent of the uterus 
itself, that its associations demand general investigation much more than its 
amount or its other peculiarities. It is found with an anaemic state, with a 
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flabby and relaxed habit, or with a condition of the rectum which excites 
irritation of the uterus or vagina. Upon a correct knowledge of these rela- 
tions depends the successful treatment of the disease, and, on the other hand, 
its existence serves to point out the actual condition of a patient who may be 
seeking relief for other disorders, or explains some derangement of health 
which might otherwise be misunderstood. 

§ 4. Tumors. — It is unnecessary in such a short summary to 
separate the fibrous and the polypous tumors, because their re- 
cognition is almost wholly a question for the professed accoucheur. 
They are both frequently marked by the recurrence of occasional 
hemorrhage, by bearing down, sense of pain and weight, &c, 
which call attention to the condition of the uterus itself. A fibrous 
tumor may often be felt through the abdominal walls, just at the 
brim of the pelvis, when it is situated in the body of the organ : 
its central position and its elevation serve to distinguish it from 
commencing ovarian tumor ; polypous growths can only be de- 
tected by examination per vaginam. 

Both diseases may continue for a long period without the possibility of their 
being actually traced. We infer the probability of polypus when occasional 
hemorrhage is accompanied by constant leucorrhoea, and a sense of bearing 
down ; when at the same time, the os uteri is partly open, and there is no 
hardness or irregularity of its lips. A fibrous tumor, again, may be sus- 
pected when there is menorrhagia unconnected with general disorder, or 
traceable alteration of parts, and which has not been attended with pain ; and 
when, in course of time, this is followed by discomfort in micturition, or by 
bearing-down pains and efforts at expulsion. 

§ 5. Prolapsus. — The sense of weight and bearing down is con- 
stantly produced by actual displacement of the womb. The his- 
tory very generally dates from previous pregnancy, when the pa- 
tient got up too soon, or continued in an enfeebled state at the 
time when she was allowed to get up ; the ligaments fail to retain 
the organ in its proper place, and it falls by its own weight. 
Sometimes in women who have never borne children an unusual 
tension of the abdominal walls, by strain or violent effort may 
cause descent of the uterus, just as it may cause hernia. Occa- 
sionally it is produced by the constant carrying of heavy weights ; 
and the fact is only to be ascertained by examination. 

Of late years we have heard a great deal of forms of prolapsus, which very 
often exist only in the mind, perhaps we may venture to say, in the mouth of 
the practitioner, anteversion, retroversion, anteflexion, retroflexion ; the for- 
mer implying a displacement of the whole organ, the latter, that its body 
becomes flexed or bent on itself. No doubt retroversion does occasionally 
occur as a very painful and annoying form of displacement, pressing upon 
and greatly interfering with the action of the rectum ; anteversion must be a 
verv rare condition considering the daily and hourly distension of the bladder, 
which lies in front of the uterus. Anteflexion, as has been pointed out by 
some French physiologists, is the natural form of the womb in early lite, and 
though it may continue abnormally after pregnancy, or may be even exag- 
gerated, it seems absurd to assign any importance to it except when aggra- 
vated bv the existence of a tumor, or abnormally faxed by peritoneal adhesion. 
Retroflexion is the most unimportant among the changes of position. 

27 
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Prolapsus may be limited to the walls of the vagina, or they 
may be involved in the descent of the womb. This often gives 
rise to more annoyance to the patient in walking or making 
any exertion than prolapsus uteri when free from such a compli- 
cation. One of its most prejudicial consequences is when a por- 
tion of the bladder descends into the interior of the fold of mu- 
cous membrane, rendering it impossible to evacuate its contents 
completely ; the same sequence of events occurs as when the 
bladder is paralyzed ; the urine decomposes, irritation of the 
bladder is set up, unhealthy mucus is secreted, and chronic cys- 
titis is established. 

Valuable information in regard to diagnosis is also gained from 
an opposite condition, when the os uteri is found unusually high 
up. It is constant in pregnancy after the fourth month ; it is 
often found when there has been local inflammation of the sur- 
rounding tissues ; and it affords one of the most complete con- 
trasts between large ovarian dropsy and ascites, because in the 
latter the uterus is always depressed. 

§ 6. Congestion and Ulceration. — A very prominent place has 
been given by certain practitioners to inflammation and ulcera- 
tion of the os and cervix uteri ; yet they are comparatively rare, 
and, as substantive diseases, unimportant. They do, indeed, ac- 
company other conditions which may be of serious moment to 
the health of the patient, but in their uncomplicated form their 
ephemeral notoriety will ere long have passed away ; true patho- 
logy and useful practice have been neither advanced nor bene- 
fited by those who have made them their study; 'and posterity 
will regard very differently the inventor of the stethoscope and 
the speculum. 

Simple congestion may be the consequence of over-excitement, 
or of sudden suppression of the catamenia ; it may be excited by 
irritation of the rectum, or it may only be an exaggeration of 
that normal condition which produces the menstrual discharge ; 
it is often associated with tumors of the uterus, or with prolapsus 
of the organ. After repeated pregnancy, enlargement, fissure, or 
irregularity of the os uteri may be often detected, to which 
the name of congestion is evidently inapplicable ; but sometimes 
enlargement of the whole organ continues after delivery, and a 
state of venous congestion is maintained, which may result in 
hypertrophy or induration. 

Inflammation, as applied to a muscular structure, is generally a 
misappropriation of language ; the event we know to be a rare 
one. When acute or subacute symptoms are present, their true 
source is in the mucous membrane which lines its interior, or the 
serous layer which incloses the womb and its appendages. Such 
circumstances occur as a consequence of the puerperal state, and 
there is no more frequent cause of partial peritonitis (see Chap. 
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XXVII., § 1, a): they are also developed occasionally in females 
with irregular menstruation; and the lining membrane of the 
uterus has been sometimes inflamed by the presence of the gonor- 
rhoeal poison. 

What has been called ulceration is generally only an aphthous 
or granular condition of the mucous membrane, and depends 
simply on constitutional causes: very often a patch of adhering 
mucus has been mistaken for an ulcer : sometimes it is only a 
creation of the fancy ; perhaps occasionally the result of excessive 
leucorrhcea ; ^ it is then but a symptom, and a very minor one. 
True ulceration is almost certain to be either a development of 
scrofula, the result of cancerous disease, or of syphilitic poison. 
If none of these causes be present, we may safely regard the ulcer . 
ation as of no consequence in so far as it is a local malady. 

The states of which we have just spoken are described as giving rise to a 
very great variety of symptoms : but with the exception of the feeling of 
weight and sense of tenderness which are the real exponents of congestion, 
the relations have been found to be wholly casual. By carefully recorded 
observations it has been ascertained that the excess and diminution of the 
menstrual flux, the leucorrhceal discharges, the varied sensations and imagin- 
ings of hysteria, were quite as frequently traceable in cases which presented 
none of those characters which are said to mark "inflammation and ulceration 
of the os uteri" as in cases in which the advocates of this new nosology would 
have discovered the more direct signs of its presence. That these signs do 
indicate any important condition is probably a false inference, but that the 
other symptoms of which we have spoken are in any way excited by it, is 
absolutely disproved. 

Tenderness to the touch, while very probably indicating congestion, must 
at times be regarded as rheumatic, or neuralgic, because of the absence of 
anything else indicating inflammatory action, and one of our first principles of 
diagnosis is, that pain and tenderness are not to be regarded, when standing 
alone, as evidence of inflammatory action. Induration, perceptible hardness 
of the neck of the womb, is generally to be viewed as a consequence of past 
inflammatory action of some kind or other ; but when accompanied by irregu- 
larity of surface, it is one of the early indications of cancer. 

§ 7. Cancer. — Nearly all the symptoms of uterine disorder which 
have occupied our attention may be excited by the commence- 
ment or progress of malignant disease : menorrhagia, or true 
hemorrhage, painful menstruation, leucorrhoeal discharge, sensa- 
tions of discomfort, uneasiness, and bearing-down, as well as true 
pain, are each to be found in various instances. In its advanced 
stages no one who supposes himself at all conversant with the 
evidences of uterine disease ought to have any difficulty in recog- 
nizing it. The wan and unhealthy aspect of the patient and the 
odor of the disease may reveal it without the need of asking a 
question ; if it have made less progress, the existence of pain, of 
occasional hemorrhage, of constant discharge, which has very 
often a peculiar color, or may have to the patient's own conscious- 
ness a disagreeable odor, partial emaciation, and sallowness are 
its usual characters. But any or all of these symptoms may be 
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partially or wholly absent, especially at the commencement of the 
disease : it may cause no pain, no hemorrhage, no discharge differ- 
ing from leucorrhoea, no emaciation or malignant aspect. Digital 
examination will detect the roughness, irregularity, or hardness 
of commencing cancer with more certainty, and at earlier periods, 
than ocular examination with the speculum. But is examination 
often or always to be resorted to ? To this question I would 
reply that we must be on our guard against the fancied excellence 
of accurate diagnosis, remembering that it is our business to treat 
disease, not to be supremely wise : one examination, when desired 
by the patient or her friends for their information, can do no 
harm ; repeated examinations can do no good. We may con- 
clude, with every probability, of truth, that in such indistinct 
cases the persons who think most and talk most of the state of 
their uterine organs have nothing really the matter: if by exami- 
nation we have discovered what we deem the indication of com- 
mencing scirrhus, the information is really of very little use; the 
knowledge is unquestionably valuable, but we can neither make 
use of it to arrest a disease which we believe incurable, nor to 
warn the patient of impending danger, when our convictions are 
not quite certain. By a little delay the symptoms become more 
pronounced, the examination more called for, and the result more 
certain; in the early stages of disease, it is therefore unwise to 
press for it, if we mean to act as honorable members of the pro- 
fession : the uncompromising practitioner must be always prepared 
to say that he has discovered some curable form of disease, to 
justify his own proceedings, and to secure the confidence of his 
patient. A digital examination ought always to precede the use 
of the speculum, which may be productive of much mischief if 
introduced in cases of cancer. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

DISEASES OF THE BONES, JOINTS, AND MUSCLES. 

DlV. I. — Diseases of Bones and Joints — their Constitutional Cha- 
racter — Periostitis — Rachitis — Mollities — Fragilitas. 
DlV. II. — Diseases of Muscles. 

Division I. — Diseases Of Bones and Joints. 

The more important points with reference to diseases of the 
joints have been already mentioned (Chap. V., § 4), and it is only 
in their relation to rheumatism that they can become the subjects 
of medical diagnosis. Their local management is referred to the 
department of surgery, and probably for this reason they are not 
regarded as legitimately belonging to the practice of medicine : 
but in fact they are almost invariably associated with depraved 
constitutional states, and must be met by remedies addressed to 
the system at large ; in this view much of the knowledge regard- 
ing their treatment must spring from an acquaintance with the 
characters by which these conditions are recognized. 

In very many cases the disease which has become located in 
the joint, from whatever cause it may have been originally de- 
rived, is beyond the aid of remedies : structures have been removed, 
or materially altered in their minute organization, and new forma- 
tions have been added, which can no longer be modified by treat- 
ment suited to the primary disease ; even surgery is unable to 
offer any material relief. These changes sometimes serve as land- 
marks by which we are enabled to define more exactly the nature 
of a subsequent attack. We recognize gout by its tophaceous 
deposits, as they are called ; rheumatic gout by chronic thickening 
of the ligaments and distortion of the joints ; and we feel greater 
certainty that the case is one of simple rheumatism when all 
traces of previous suffering have disappeared: in cases of repeated 
seizures, the symptoms tend to become less and less distinctive 
of the special malady, and to present a certain similarity of cha- 
racter. 

Inflammation' of bone, whether ending in suppuration or in 
necrosis or caries, belongs entirely to the surgeon, because local 
treatment and operative interference are constantly demanded. 
Periostitis, according to its origin, is regarded either as medical 
or surgical. It often has a distinctly rheumatic character : but it 
is stiUmore frequently syphilitic. It consists of a local enlarge- 
ment on the surface of the bone, tense and tender, very generally 
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smooth, but sometimes also irregular, interfering more or less with 
voluntary motion, because of its relations to the origin or insertion 
of muscles, but not hindering passive movement, unless its position 
be in close proximity to the joint; these characteristics point very 
plainly to periosteal inflammation. When the acute stage is past, 
or when the affection has come on more gradually, the thickening 
and induration may be accompanied by Yery little pain. Its rela- 
tion to secondary syphilis is so constant that the discovery of nodes 
is very often sufficient to guide our determination in an obscure 
case : their most common situation is on the front of the tibia, 
and next in frequency over the cranium. 

In all affections of the bones and joints in which motion is interfered with, 
we have to bear in mind the remarks already made upon posture and gait, 
and upon active and passive motion : these modes of examination serve to 
point out the various conditions of stiffness or immobility, of pain produced 
by the muscular effort, and of pain produced by the motion of diseased sur- 
faces on each other, or by the stretching of inflamed ligaments ; distinguishing 
them from muscular paralysis. Loss of power is the usual complaint of the 
patient, when the condition consists really of inability to use the power which 
exists. 

Rachitis is essentially a disease of childhood, and is only known 
by the deformities, whether permanent or transient, to which it 
gives rise. In middle life, somewhat analogous effects result 
from mollities ossium, though pathologically the diseases are differ- 
ent ; in the one the bones bend but do not break, in the other 
there is generally a great tendency to spontaneous fracture. True 
fragility, fragilitas ossium, as it used to be called, is, on the other 
hand, more closely allied to atrophy, and is very generally a 
disease of old age, when the absorption of tissue exceeds its re- 
production. 

In rickets and in mollities ossium the earthy constituents of bone are dimin- 
ished, but their different characters are caused by the circumstance that in one 
the bone-earth is not deposited in sufficient quantity to meet the requirements 
of growth, in the other it is removed after its deposition, and is replaced by 
morbid structure : the one is rather a consequence of faulty nutrition, the 
other is the effect of actual disease. In atrophy the fibrous material is re- 
moved as well as the lime ; and hence, while in mollities the remaining portion 
of earthy structure is crushed and splintered by the bending of the bone, in 
fragilitas the bone itself breaks across. 

Division II. — Diseases of Muscles. 

The diseases of muscular structure are not numerous, or of 
much importance : those chiefly concern us, in medical practice, 
which lead to paralysis, more or less complete. One of the most 
common is that which has been already traced in connection with 
lead poisoning (Chap. VI., Div. I., § 3). It is in great measure 
limited to the extensors of the forearm, and is especially recog- 
nized by the blue line round the gums, which can always be 
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traced when the system is impregnated with the mineral. Another 
condition, which is perhaps of greater importance, is that in which 
the true muscular fibre becomes replaced by fat ; fatty degenera- 
tion is very frequently discovered in the walls of the heart, 
rendering its action feeble, and materially shortening existence 
by its effects on the circulation. In the voluntary muscles the 
same change is occasionally observed; and in the absence of 
direct evidence of its existence it may be extremely difficult to 
determine whether the resulting paralysis be caused by want of 
muscular power or of nervous energy. The only rule that can 
be applied to distinguish them is derived from the distribution 
of the nervous system : when the disease is confined to a nerve, 
the paralyzed muscles all derive their energy from the same 
source ; when situated in the central organs, the muscles which 
are supplied by distal nerves on the same side of the body are 
always involved in paralysis affecting those which receive their 
nerves from a point nearer to the brain; but in paralysis caused 
by disease of muscle, the same law does not hold good. Atrophy 
of muscle is a constant consequence of loss of nervous energy, 
and the causes of fatty degeneration are yet so little understood 
that the state of the muscle itself cannot be relied on in diagnosis. 
The muscles are constantly involved in cellular inflammation, 
and, when suppuration follows, the fibres are bathed in pus, which 
burrows among their structures. Occasionally the fleshy belly 
of the muscle becomes the site of small abscesses, but inflamma- 
tion of the fibre apart from that of the investing sheath of areolar 
tissue is unknown. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

DISEASES OF THE SKIN AND CELLULAK TISSUE. 

General Principles of Diagnosis. — § 1. Erythema — Urticaria — 
Roseola — § 2. Papular Eruptions — Lichen — Prurigo — § 3. 
Squamous Eruptions — Ichthyosis — Lepra — Psoriasis — Pityriasis 
— § 4. Vesicular Eruptions — Eczema — Herpes — Scabies— % 5. 
Pustular Eruptions — Impetigo — Ecthyma — Acne — Sycosis— % 6. 
Pemphigus — Rupia — § 7. Yegetable Parasites— Favus — Porrigo 
Decalvans — Pityriasis versicolor — § 8. Tubercle of the Skin — 
§ 9. Syphilitic Eruptions — § 13. Lupus — Scrofulous Ulcer- 
Cancer of Skin—% 11. Endemial Diseases of Skin — § 12. Cel- 
lular Inflammation. 

It is pretty generally admitted that the information possessed 
by most practitioners of medicine in this department is exceed- 
ingly vague : the lines of demarcation between the various forms 
are indefinite, and the results of treatment for the most part un- 
satisfactory. It is true that in general the diseases of the skin 
are not of very great importance, but it is an erroneous conclusion 
that they wiil not therefore repay the trouble of study. Our 
failures in treatment are not unfrequently the result of ignorance, 
and a little pains bestowed on ascertaining the true principles of 
diagnosis, and acquiring an aptitude in discriminating the varie- 
ties which these diseases present, will very soon enable the student 
to learn for himself what mode of treatment is useful in one form, 
useless or even hurtful in another. It will thus limit the choice 
of his remedies to a few that may do real good, in place of his 
ringing the changes in a variety of impotent drugs, to be at last 
relieved of a tedious and unmanageable case only by some acci- 
dental change in the constitution of the patient which at once 
dissipates the local disorder. 

On a superficial view nothing should be simpler than the diag- 
nosis of skin diseases. If a man but use his eyes aright, it may 
be said, he ought to be able at once to distinguish them ; here is 
surely an instance in which the symptom is pathognomonic of the 
disease. In this, I believe, consists the great difficulty, and this 
short-sighted reasoning is one of the chief causes of the ignorance 
that prevails. If the scope and intention of the preceding pages 
have been made at all intelligible, no argument is needed to prove 
that skin diseases do not in this respect differ from others ; they 
are by no means isolated facts in the economy ; and while we 
must acknowledge the "faulty action in one tissue, we must not 
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ignore it elsewhere. The evidence of the constitutional fault is, 
however, not always manifest, and when present, its language is 
not always the same. The symptoms which were enumerated in 
the early part of our inquiry, as indicating the general condition 
of the patient, have to be reviewed ; but though we find some 
preponderating more than others in particular classes of skin 
diseases, there are none which may be fairly classed as diagnostic of 
any individual disorder. We are thus forced to take up the two 
subjects separately, and frame our diagnosis of the cutaneous 
affection, independently of the more general derangement of which 
it is chiefly a symptom ; and this limitation prevents our being 
able to correct the opinions based upon one set of observations 
by that derived from the other. 

One rule may be given at the outset as applicable to all cases, 
and especially to those about which there is doubt, that the dis- 
tinguishing characters are most readily traced in the commence- 
ment of the disease, and the student should make it his business 
always to see the most recent spots of the eruption. This is in 
fact the history of the case, which is often written more correctly 
in the different patches on the skin of the patient than it is ever 
detailed in the most accurate case-book. Next in value to seeing 
the eruption at its earliest stage is a good account of it from the 
patient himself: and in this we have only to guard against asking 
leading questions, where interrogation is so necessary to elicit the 
facts at all. 

In certain forms, concomitant fever may or may not exist, and 
in such it is essential to mark its presence or absence ; but this 
rather with reference to treatment than .to diagnosis, for we do 
not regard those as cutaneous diseases of which fever is an essen- 
tial element ; we deal with it simply as one of the constitutional 
states which must be considered in its casual relation to the erup- 
tion, of whatever nature, which is present. 

§ 1. Erythema — Urticaria — Roseola. — In subdividing the sub- 
ject of this chapter, it will be most convenient to consider those 
forms, first, in which the epidermis is not altered ; the skin is red, 
perhaps elevated and tender, but its surface is unbroken. 

The eruption of erythema consists of an uniform redness, with 
puffmess of the skin, distributed in distinct patches of some size ; 
it is accompanied by little constitutional disturbance. When fever 
is present, we suspect that the disorder is not erythema, or con- 
clude that the febrile symptoms have some other cause. The 
skin, though somewhat elevated, has not the hardness of erysi- 
pelas ; after the first day or two the color becomes bluish or livid, 
and this to an inexperienced eye might simulate the dusky red- 
ness of diffuse cellular inflammation ; but the heat and the tension 
are absent, as well as the constitutional irritation. 

One variety only deserves mention on account of its distin- 
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guishing characters — erythema nodosum; most commonly seen on 
the anterior aspect of the leg, it appears in distinct rounded 
patches, which are considerably elevated, and very tender. 

This variety is believed by some to be a form of rheumatism ; as the attack 
subsides the patches become soft, and present something very like a sense of 
fluctuation, but they do not suppurate. In the broadest sense, any red patch 
on the surface of the body which is not caused by erysipelas might be called 
erythema. Writers on skin diseases often enumerate all such cases, and 
describe the various causes which may give rise to the appearance ; it seems 
better to restrict the name to those instances in which the redness is produced 
by something more than mere irritation of the skin, and in which it is not 
sympathetic only, as when a red patch is seen over a joint affected with acute 
rheumatism. But an erythematous blush so often points out the situation of 
grave and serious mischief that whenever fever is present it becomes our 
duty to study the case very carefully, in order to discover the deeper-seated 
lesion, of which none are more important than cellular inflammation and se- 
condary suppuration. 

Urticaria, " nettle-rash," by its very name, gives an idea of its 
general form ; but while the sting of the nettle raises a white 
wheal on a sensitive skin, the color of the patches of urticaria is 
generally redder than that of the surrounding surface. This is 
often perhaps the consequence of its duration, just as the mark 
of a lash is first paler, and then redder than the rest of the skin ; 
sometimes the patches are deep-colored from the first, and when 
they continue for any length of time, they tend to become purple 
or bluish. The eruption is attended with tingling or itching ; its 
progress is sometimes very rapid, lasting not more than one or 
two days if it be the result of something taken as food or medi- 
cine ; in other instances it continues for a week or two, and oc- 
casionally in its chronic form it may exist in more or less dis- 
tinctness for weeks or months. 

It is distinguished from all other cutaneous affections, which 
are similarly distributed, by its patches being perfectly smooth : 
there is neither oozing nor desquamation of the surface ; it can 
hardly be confounded with erythema nodosum, which forms in 
much larger patches with less defined borders. 

I am inclined to regard roseola as a sort of spurious exanthem ; 
it is to be seen when measles are about, as well as when scarlatina 
prevails, but without the coryza of the one or the sore-throat of 
the other. 

It resembles those diseases in attacking young persons and 
presenting febrile symptoms, though of a very slight and evanes- 
cent character. It may be best described negatively ; the patches 
are not small and semilunar as in measles, nor are they punctate 
and close-set as in scarlatina, and the whole surface is never in- 
volved, as is sometimes the case in the eruptive fevers ; though 
roundish in form, the borders are not defined, nor the surface 
elevated, as in erythema or urticaria, and there is no attendant 
irritation or itching. 
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§ 2. Lichen and Prurigo. — In this subdivision there is also no 
necessary breach of surface ; the cuticle is elevated in small dis- 
tinct points, without any secretion, and the desquamation is acci- 
dental ; the eruption is of the form designated as papular. It 
seldom happens, however, that it is seen exactly in this condition, 
because there is always itching, and the top of the papule becomes 
abraded, leaving a red spot or a small crust of coagulated blood. 
The diagnosis is not difficult if these circumstances be considered ; 
and even when, as in the severer form of lichen agrius, suppura- 
tion exists, careful inquiry will disclose that such a condition has 
only arisen in consequence of the long continuance of the disorder 
in a cachectic individual, and was not the form in which it first 
appeared ; other portions of the eruption may also be discovered 
in which the papular character is manifest. 

The distinction between ordinary lichen and prurigo is really more a ques- 
tion of names than of things. It may be observed that lichen is more gene- 
rally grouped in patches, prurigo is more diffuse ; the itching of the former 
is comparatively slight, that of the latter intense and intolerable ; as a neces- 
sary consequence the skin is abraded by the nails, and a case of prurigo is 
always marked by scratches and bloody points. The cases in which the dis- 
ease runs an acute course, and those in which it presents any tendency to 
ulceration and suppuration, are both commonly referred to lichen, the more 
ordinary chronic papular eruption is usually called prurigo. 

One or two varieties must be mentioned, not so much on account of their 
individual importance, as that their diagnosis is obscure. The lichen circum- 
scriptus assumes a very complete circular form, which in common parlance 
brings it under the general classification of " ring-worm," a name which in- 
cludes diseases by no means related to each other ; to the student this appear- 
ance is apt to suggest the idea of lepra or even herpes. With the latter it 
ought not to be confounded, because there is no secretion, no vesication, no 
crust ; from the former it is distinguished by the circumstance that desqua- 
mation is the principal feature of the one, is only an accidental occurrence in 
the other. In lepra large white scales surround a portion of skin which 
scarcely differs from that of health, in lichen circumscriptus the whole surface 
is rough, even though the edge be more elevated than the centre : the des- 
quamation of the cuticle occurs as small fine scales, and is quite a subor- 
dinate phenomenon ; the patches of lepra are large or numerous, of lichen 
smaller and solitary. 

The same affection occurring in the scalp gives rise to what is very often 
called porrigo decalvans, a name as undefined as the vulgar epithet of ring- 
worm. It is marked by the hair falling off in a circular patch, the surface 
being roughened and covered with minute scales ; there is no vesication, sup- 
puration, or ulceration. In this respect it differs from most other diseases 
which produce loss of hair, when there has been some previous severe affec- 
tion of the scalp, and the patch of baldness only comes to be remarked when 
the skin has again recovered its natural condition : in that form of porrigo to 
which the name decalvans should be limited, the hair falls off in consequence 
of disease of the bulb, apparently caused by a parasitic fungus, the skin being 
left perfectly smooth and free from scurf. • 

In the lichen strophulus of childhood the papular character of the eruption 
is least defined. It consists of distinct spots scattered all over the body, but 
especially the arms and legs, which are white and elevated, and have a semi- 
transparent appearance, almost exactly analogous to a vesicle : it is less to be 
distinguished by its aspect than by the fact that, with the exception of vari- 
celloid eruptions, there is no disease in which solitary vesicles are uniformly 



420 DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 

distributed ; they are either grouped together, or they affect certain localities 
more than others. 

The prurigo pudendi again deserves notice from the occasional absence of 
all eruptive character together. It is no doubt often caused by want of 
cleanliness, by the presence of irritating secretions, of slight eczema, or some 
form of parasite about the roots of the hair ; but undoubtedly pruritus does 
exist without any of these causes, and it must then be regarded as sympathetic 
of internal irritation of the uterus, the bladder, or the rectum. The same 
remarks apply even more constantly to prurigo podicis, which is constantly 
-associated with internal haemorrhoids and ascarides. If these be regarded 
as instances of a sympathetic or neuralgic character, it may be doubted 
whether, in a great number of cases, the same explanation might not be given, 
the appearance of eruption being really the effect of scratching : this is espe- 
cially true of that form which is associated with a gouty habit. 

Lichen and prurigo are generally distributed on the outward 
aspect of the limbs, and avoid the flexures of the joints. In 
this respect they especially differ from scabies, with which, not- 
withstanding the great dissimilarity of the original lesion, they 
are sometimes confounded, because of their intolerable itching, 
and the change which is produced in their appearance by con- 
stant scratching. 

§ 3. Squamous Diseases. — The next class is one in which the 
cuticle is materially altered in its form and character. It does 
not desquamate accidentally in consequence of a casual inter- 
ruption to the secretion, as in scarlatina or erysipelas ; nor does 
the presence of a papule, as in the last class, cause the premature 
death, so to speak, of the small portion of cuticle which covers 
it ; but the epidermis is secreted in some abnormal manner which 
leads to its agglomeration into scales of some size. In one form, 
ichthyosis, they remain attached, and acquire a horny hardness ; 
in the others, lepra and psoriasis, they gradually become discon- 
nected with the cutis, and fall off. 

There is no disease which can be confounded with ichthyosis. 
Certain trades produce an unusual thickness, hardness, and dry- 
ness of the cuticle, which may, in some degree, simulate it ; but 
when occurring in parts of the skin not so exposed there cannot 
well be any mistake. Sometimes, indeed, on recovery from 
chronic eczema, the skin may for a time be hard and dry, but 
the history of the case sufficiently distinguishes the two disorders ; 
ichthyosis is a congenital malady. 

There is no practical advantage in separating lepra from 
psoriasis. Some cases are certainly more obstinate than others ; 
and in the_ text-books of skin diseases several varieties are re- 
corded which depend in great measure on the duration and 
intensity of the disease ; its essence is the same, and in diagnosis 
it matters little which name is assigned. As a general rule, 
those cases in which healthy skin is surrounded by squamous 
portions, especially in an annular form, are called lepra, while 
those in which numerous small spots, or single larger patches, 
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are wholly covered by scales are called psoriasis; the crusts 
too, in the former are more adherent, and consequently larger 
and whiter than in the latter. 

The greatest difficulty in recognizing the character of the eruption is expe- 
rienced when the scales have been removed by a warm bath : the fresh cuticle 
underneath them presents a red shining aspect, which may for a moment be 
mistaken for chronic eczema. When it begins by a solitary patch it may be 
difficult to distinguish it from lichen circumscriptus, especially on the hand or 
face, whei-e constant washing removes the scales as soon as formed. The 
distinction rests on the principle already enunciated, that in the squamous 
diseases the cuticle is secreted in an unnatural condition, and consequently 
where the scale has been removed the skin looks red, and smooth, and shining, 
whereas in lichen the detachment of the cuticle is only caused by its nutrition 
being interfered with from the existence of papules, which give a certain 
degree of irregularity to the surface. 

Like the previous class these diseases especially affect the outer sides of the 
limbs, and avoid the flexures of the joints. They are not necessarily attended 
with itching, but if once irritated the itching sometimes becomes very intense. 
They are essentially chronic in character, and the history only shows that 
there has been a rough patch observed somewhere or other which has not 
received any attention till it has attained some siz»e, or till the same eruption 
has appeared elsewhere. 

Pityriasis used to be classed as a squamous disease; perhaps 
one of its varieties, pityriasis capitis, marked by a constant exces- 
sive desquamation of the cuticle over the scalp, which falls as 
white powder when the hair is brushed, ought still to be so con- 
sidered : it is nothing more than an excess of natural secretion, 
and can scarcely be classed among diseases of the skin. Pityriasis 
versicolor is now referred to the parasitic growths ; its most pro- 
minent feature is the change of color over the parts affected. 

§ 4. Vesicular Eruptions. — In this class we meet with cases of 
very varying intensity, which, according to the stage at which 
they are seen, may resemble squamous or pustular eruptions. 
The reason for grouping them together is, that the primary ele- 
ment in all is a vesicle, and the practical utility of such a classifi- 
cation consists in this, that when such an origin can be traced, 
there is no difficulty in deciding to which of the vesicular diseases 
any case ought to be referred. The first inquiry, therefore, will 
be how lona the disease has lasted, and how it commenced ; and 
then search°must be made for a vesicle m the early stage If the 
first appearance of the disorder cannot be traced, we have to 
remember that the serum must either continue to ooze away, 
keeping the part constantly moist, or harden into a gum like 
crust- or that it may dry up altogether, leaving small, round, 
drv scales, as the only remains of the vesicle; but on the other 
hand bv exposure, the cutis may be irritated, and produce a 
purulent secretion, which forms crusts like those of the pustular 
eruptions The two last alone can give rise to any difficulty in 
diagnosis,' and they belong to one form of eruption-viz eczema. 

In this variety a number of vesicles are always found together, 
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coalescing and forming a patch of varying size. It is distinguished 
from the other vesicular eruptions by their neither being disposed 
in regular groups, nor occurring singly. In its simple form the 
vesicles either constantly rise on an uninflamed surface, and 
gradually disappear, or the skin continues red and moist after 
they are burst: in the former, the appearance of fresh vesicles 
prevents our referring the shrivelled and dry ones to any scaly 
eruption ; in the latter, the moistened surface prevents its being 
mistaken for erythema, or erysipelas, which is the name commonly 
applied to it by patients. 

Occasionally the reddened skin is dry, and covered with small 
scales : that this is not psoriasis is proved by the circumstances 
that the skin is evenly inflamed all over, and that the scales are 
not aggregated in patches which run into each other. As a con- 
sequence of the inflammation, the skin is generally cracked and 
sometimes bleeds, and this never happens with psoriasis unless 
the scales be very thick and adherent, when the diagnosis cannot 
be difficult. This form of eczema is best seen in what is called 
" grocer's itch," or on the hands of washerwomen. 

When the oozing from the surface, in place of continuing as a 
thin serosity, becomes purulent and hardens into crusts, the name 
eczema impetiginodes has been employed. It is quite unnecessary 
to distinguish this from real impetigo, for the diseases are closely 
analogous, except when the borders of the eruption are red and 
inflamed, and the eczema is spreading ; if there be only a chronic 
purulent discharge the name given is quite immaterial. 

The great characteristic of herpes is, that the vesicles are dis- 
tributed in groups or clusters : they are also larger than those of 
eczema, and do not so readily fuse together. On their disruption 
the secretion almost always forms a gum-like scab ; their duration 
is commonly short. 

Among its more constant forms we find the following: Herpes labialis— 
occurring in one or two patches on the lips, sometimes on the nose, and more 
rarely about the eyelids ; in common parlance described as the effect of "a 
cold," and evidently associated with irritation of the mucous membrane. 
Herpes circinatus — one of the " ringworms" in which the clusters assume an 
annular form ; the vesication and the scab alike distinguish it from lichen 
circumscriptus and from lepra ; there can be no excuse for a mistake, except 
when the eruption is disappearing. Herpes zoster is only remarkable for its 
situation, and the extent to which it may extend, encircling as it does the 
one-half of the trunk, and though generally bounded in a remarkable manner 
by the mesian line before or behind, yet sometimes passing beyond. Herpes 
preputial™ is worthy of notice because it has been sometimes mistaken for 
chancre ; it has no peculiar characters to distinguish it from any other form 
of herpes ; it is perfectly different from any syphilitic affection. 

Patches of herpes wherever occurring, usually known as 
"shingles," except in the few instances enumerated, are so exactly 
like the eruption on the lip, which is familiarly known to every 
one, that description is unnecessary. It is often preceded by 
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considerable local irritation, and a sort of cutaneous neuralgia 
very frequently remains after it has died away. 

Scabies should not, perhaps, in a scientific work be classed as a 
vesicular disease, because the vesicle is really an accident, and 
may be replaced by a pustule. But for purposes of diagnosis it 
is well to retain it in its present place, because whereas lichen, 
prurigo and the scaly diseases all have their chief site on the outer 
sides of the limbs and back of the trunk, the vesicular eruptions 
generally, and scabies in particular, select the inner aspects of the 
limbs and the flexures of the joints. The acarus, which is the 
essence of the disease, does not inhabit the vesicle, but grooves 
out a curved channel for itself, which may be generally seen as 
a black line like the letter S: its presence always determines the 
eruption of solitary vesicles, which may in course of time become 
pustules ; and these are sure to be found at the flexure of the 
wrist or between the fingers, and along the inner side of the arm, 
wherever else they may be. One vesicle, with a distinct groove 
from it in such a situation, is enough for- diagnosis, any amount 
of itching without these signs is of no value : prurigo causes quite 
as much itching, and pustular, or even quasi-vesicular eruptions, 
occur very frequently among children of the lower classes which 
closely resembles scabies, and can only be pronounced not to be 
so by observing this remarkable predilection for locality and the 
constant presence of the groove when the parasite is really present. 

§ 5. Pustular Eruptions. — A fully developed pustule is quite 
unlike anything else, but just as at certain stages of the vesicular 
eruptions the secretion is not serum, so in the pustular the secre- 
tion is at first not true pus, and, after the pustule has burst and 
discharged, the crust may not be quite characteristic. In impetigo 
this difficulty is most likely to be met with, because its characters 
vary as the disease is spread over a large surface in solitary 
pustules, called impetigo sparsa, or is limited to distinct patches, 
when the name figurata is applied to it. In the former the single 
pustules have at first much the appearance of vesicles, but they 
very soon lose their transparency : among vesicular diseases we 
have found no such example except scabies ; and, therefore, when 
a case of this kind is met with, the question cannot be, is it eczema 
which exists only in patches, or herpes which forms small and 
well-defined groups, but whether it be scabies or impetigo : the 
answer is only to be obtained from the diagnosis of scabies. 
When, again, the eruption occurs in patches it is more liable to 
be mistaken for herpes : but the course of the two diseases is 
quite different ; the one commences suddenly, and is preceded by 
irritation, the other is gradual, and its beginning is unobserved : 
the one terminates in a few days, the other lingers on for weeks 

or months. , 

The common history of impetigo is that, after some degree of 
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redness and tumefaction of the skin, one or more distinct pustules 
slowly make their appearance, the irritation which accompanies 
them being so slight as to escape observation in most instances, 
and the eruption itself receiving little attention. The matter con- 
tained in them very soon becomes decidedly purulent and forms 
a firm scab : but before those first observed have had time to dry 
up, others appear in succession, which are either scattered and 
distinct, or in close proximity to the former. It is scarcely pos- 
sible to say, in the first instance, which of the two varieties is 
likely to be developed. 

When the disease has already lasted some time, and a thick crust has formed, 
it matters little whether it be called eczema impetiginodes or impetigo — herpes 
it cannot be ; for the only question worth considering is, whether there be any 
appearance of redness or tendency to spread about its margin. The crusts of 
dry pus, when solitary and rather large, are very like those of the next subdivi- 
sion, ecthyma; when in clusters, or covering a large surface of the scalp, they 
can only be mistaken for favus. The scalp, and neck, and face, are the chief" 
sites of impetigo figurata, which is more rarely seen on the limbs : impetigo 
sparsa occurs chiefly on the back and arms, and less frequently on the legs. 

In Ecthyma the pustules are large and solitary, although very 
often a number are found together on one limb, and none else- 
where, showing thus a tendency to aggregation. The great dis- 
tinction between it and impetigo, independently of the difference 
of size in the pustules, seems to be that the cutaneous texture is 
more deeply affected : in the one there is an abraded surface which 
secretes pus, in the other there is a nearer approach to an ulcer 
under the dry crust with which it is covered. This brings it into 
close relation to rupia, which is only distinguished by the ulcera- 
tion being more unequivocal, the scab larger and more adhering : 
in rupia, too, there is no tendency to aggregation, the scabs are 
few and solitary. 

Ecthyma is seldom found in the chronic form : it is easily distinguished from 
boils or carbuncle by the circumstance that it is quite superficial, and there is 
consequently no surrounding elevation of hard and tumid skin, as when the 
suppuration proceeds from the deeper textures. Nothing has been said of 
the syphilitic eruptions, because they must be taken by themselves, but it is 
worth noticing here that when there is much approach to ulceration this dis- 
ease comes nearer in appearance to one- of the common forms of secondary 
eruption than any we have yet had to refer to. 

Acne and Sycosis are names applied to suppuration of the folli- 
cles. The latter confined to that which appears at the roots of 
the hair in the beard, the former including all other cases. In 
this sense, every common pimple may be called acne ; but the 
name is reserved for cases in which there are so many as to show 
a general tendency to this kind of suppuration. Although the 
course of each individual pimple be not very prolonged, yet the 
progress of the disease is slow : not unfrequently, this tardiness 
is shown in persistent redness after the actual suppuration is at 
an end, and its continued recurrence in the same follicles. When 
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such a blotchy redness alone remains, and no pustule is to be 
seen, a learner may be at a loss to what class he ought to refer the 
case ; its rugged surface renders it unlike eczema, and the absence 
of crust shows that it is not impetigo ; its redness and its posi- 
tion, only on the face or back of the neck, prevent its being con- 
founded with lichen or psoriasis : it is most apt to be taken for 
tubercle of the skin. 

Sycosis much more nearly resembles impetigo : crusts generally 
form, and are very obstinate and adherent : but it is to be ob- 
served that the skin is elevated round the crust, which is just 
what we should expect from the circumstance that the suppura- 
tion proceeds from a follicle deeply seated in the cutis, and not 
from its surface. 

Favus, which has been classed among pustules, we shall refer 
to its true place as a parasitic growth. 

§ 6. Pemphigus or Pompholyx and Rupia. — These two disor- 
ders, although very different in their history and causes, may con- 
veniently be classed together, because they are characterized by 
the existence of bullae (literally bubbles). In pemphigus the con- 
tents of the bulla are always serous, in rupia puriform ; and they 
thus correspond in some measure to the division of the smaller 
eruptions into vesicular and pustular. In connection with this 
there is a similarity in history, the one appearing more frequently 
in an acute form, the other being always chronic ; there is also a 
chronic pemphigus, to which the name pompholyx is given, to 
complete the analogy with chronic eczema. 

"Whether this disease be of shorter or longer duration, there is 
always redness of the skin, the cuticle rising in separate blisters, 
generally rounded and prominent, and filled with serum; the 
duration of each blister is not long, but great difference is ob- 
served in the rapidity with which the subsequent healing process 
goes on. There can be no question as to whether it be a vesicu- 
lar eruption, because of the immense difference in size ; indeed, 
the only disease in which similar blisters are ever seen is ery- 
sipelas ; and for this it cannot be mistaken. 

In the sequel the appearance of the skin depends much on the rapidity of 
the healing process ; and when fresh bullae have ceased to appear, or the mor- 
bid action°is for a time suspended, there may be considerable doubt as to the 
true nature of the disorder. The skin may be merely morbidly red in patches, 
or it may be covered with rounded spots over which the cuticle has been re- 
moved, and new epidermis is forming ; or again, these spots may be covered 
with a'sero-purulent discharge, which in some is converted into a thin crust : 
in such instances the history of the case will best explain the meaning of what 
is seen. 

Rupia, although it be said to commence as pemphigus ddte, in 

a bulla of some size, presents but few analogies to it. It is far 

more nearly related to ecthyma ; it is not a blister full of clear 

liquid but a very large pustule, which does not come from be- 

'28 
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neath the skin like a boil, but yet goes deeper into its texture than 
the mere pustular eruptions, leaving an ulcerated surface, of con- 
siderable depth covered by a thick crust. This, its ulterior stage, 
is the characteristic one of rupia. It has been compared to a 
limpet-shell, and the resemblance is in some instances not far 
fetched. In its earlier stage the spots are few and large, and there 
is not much redness around; they contain unmixed pus, not 
bloody or sanious matter : but it is only when there remain soli- 
tary spots of ulceration, of a circular form, covered with a thick 
crust, around which the skin is moderately elevated, that the dis- 
ease deserves the name of rupia ; and in whatever way it have 
commenced, whether like ecthyma or even impetigo, it is now 
rupia ; and the name is of importance, because it at once points 
to a condition of system. 

"We shall have to refer to this form of disease when speaking of syphilitic 
affections, and it is of vast importance to be able to say -whether rupia be or 
be not specific. But there is one mistake which I have seen made by persons 
who form their diagnosis from pathognomonic signs. A limpet-shell crust is 
to them the sign of rupia, and when the desquamating crust of psoriasis as- 
sumes this form the one is mistaken for the other. It is surely needless to say 
that the shape is only accidental, the history and the condition of skin are 
perfectly distinct, and not less so the condition of system. 

§ 7. Vegetable Parasites. — The distinction which this name im- 
plies is only of recent date ; perhaps microscopical researches may 
yet extend the class, and at all events we may hope for more 
definite knowledge of the relation of the various forms of para- 
sitic life to the eruptions with which they are associated; such as 
in acne and sycosis. 

The most important of this class is one that has its seat in the 
hair follicles— favus or porrigo favosa. It used to be classed 
among the pustular eruptions, because it first appears as a small 
yellow spot, the sheath of the hair filled with the fungous 
growth; but it has no tendency to suppurate. It grows with 
great rapidity, and when neglected forms large, hard, dry crusts, 
which have a peculiar mouse like odor. It is most liable to be 
confounded with impetigo, but it requires only moderate care to 
determine whether the crust be hardened pus or an independent 
growth. The distinction is based on the presence or absence of 
secretion : be the crust of impetigo never so dry, some trace of 
purulent secretion is sure to be met with ; and if removed by a 
poultice, the moist, exuding surface cannot be mistaken. Knowing 
this fact, we have no need to particularize the rounded form, the 
cracked, broken-looking surface, and all the other characters 
which older writers were obliged to enumerate. It is met with 
commonly in the head, but sometimes also down the back of the 
neck or in front of the ear. 

One form of porrigo decalvans belongs to this class. The hair 
falls out in a patch of a circular form, leaving the skin of the 
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head perfectly smooth: the absence of cutaneous eruption of 
any kind proves that it is connected simply with disease of the 
hair and not of the skin : this, too, is found to be a microscopic 
fungus. 

Pityriasis versicolor was long a puzzle, because it has certainly 
something of a squamous character, but in a very subordinate 
degree.^ Its chief mark is a yellowish-brown discoloration, in 
small circular patches, which sometimes spread all over the body. 
There is no vesication, no crust ; the small scales of the epidermis 
fall in larger quantity than in health, producing some degree of 
roughness ; and the eruption is sometimes attended with much 
itching. It is now shown to be connected with the growth of a 
fungus. The varieties called rubra and nigra probably belong 
to the same category : they are described as being very rare, and 
none have come under my own observation. 

§ 8. Tubercle of the SJcin. — Although not a very common 
malady, it is necessary to point out how it may be distinguished 
from other cutaneous affections to which it bears some resem- 
blance. It is most frequently seen on the face, and is sometimes 
limited to the nose or the ear, producing a most disagreeable 
alteration of the features. The disease consists of smooth, rounded 
eminences, which are accompanied by a general puffmess of the 
adjacent skin, and marked by livid or bronze discoloration. The 
name is an unfortunate one, because it is usually applied to one 
particular development of the strumous diathesis, with which 
tubercles of the skin have nothing in common. Usually aggre- 
gated over a limited surface, the eruption does not present any 
regular groups, except in those rare forms which have received 
the names of frarnboesia and molluscum, from fancied resemblances 
which they present. In very severe cases it may implicate 
large tracts of skin, and then the name " Elephantiasis of the 
Greeks" is applied to it : " Elephantiasis of the Arabians" is a 
wholly different disease : French authors employ this name even 
in mild cases. It is always accompanied by disorder of the 
assimilating functions, and common belief assigns as its frequent 
cause the improper use of stimulants. 

In speakin"- of acne it was mentioned that at one stage of its progress, 
when no suppuration was going on, and the skin presented a red and rugged 
appearance it was liable to be confounded with tubercle. Such a mistake is 
very liable to be made by one who knows skin diseases only as described in 
books because both are equally found in persons of dissipated habits. Very 
little experience serves to distinguish the smaller size and brighter color of 
the hardened points in acne from the rounded knobs and livid color of tuber- 
cles • the disagreeable expression produced by the tumid features of the latter 
are verv different from the bloated aspect of the drunkard whose nose and 
cheeks are inflamed by an eruption of acne. In addition to this, the history, 
if rightly inquired into, details the existence of previous suppuration in the 
one and its absence in the other. . 

Tubercle of the skin is one of those cutaneous affections which have a 
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counterpart among the syphilitic eruptions : its diagnosis, however, is, as we 
shall find, not difficult. 

§ 9. Syphilitic Eruptions. — This class of eruptions has no legi- 
timate place among cutaneous disorders ; they are the mere ex- 
ponents of a specific disease ; but it is necessary in a work on 
diagnosis to point out their resemblance to some of those which 
have been already enumerated, and to show how they may be 
distinguished from them. 

Their most marked feature is the copper-colored tint of the 
surrounding skin ; but this is only another instance in which 
persons who trust to one sign, however uniform, are sure to be 
occasionally mistaken. Not only do eruptions, which are cer- 
tainly not syphilitic, sometimes present a discoloration in healing 
which can be called by no other name, but true syphilitic erup- 
tions are occasionally free from it. It is only by studying the 
whole history of the affection that a correct opinion can be formed. 
The first question is whether the characters of the eruptions cor- 
respond exactly to those belonging to any of the classes of disease 
already enumerated, because an individual may have had primary 
syphilis, and the system may still not have become infected. If 
it present any peculiarities, and especially if marked by the 
coppery tint, the next point is to inquire into the possibility of 
syphilitic contagion ; and this can only be done, especially with 
females, by indirect interrogation : it is still more important to 
ascertain whether there have been any symptoms of syphilitic 
poison, such as sore throat or periosteal inflammation : the cir- 
cumstance of the hair falling off, or the existence of iritis, tends 
to the same conclusion. 

In regard to the eruption itself, we notice that the copper color 
is not limited to parts which are already healed, except perhaps 
in urticaria ; and the disorder does not exactly correspond to any 
of the definitions already given : it approaches nearer to one than 
another, and may simulate any of them except the vesicular, 
which, if it ever exist, is extremely rare. 

The urticaria or roseola is no longer a simple redness of the 
skin, assuming a livid hue as it dies away : but it has a tendency 
to desquamation — it becomes brown instead of purple. The 
lichen is larger and discolored, and has a more decided scab on 
its top ; it approaches more nearly to the characters of psoriasis. 
The squamous affection again is much less scaly and more tuber- 
cular ; the desquamating cuticle does not cover the entire surface ; 
it is thin and subordinate. The form resembling tubercle does 
not present a smooth elevation, which gradually subsides into 
the tumid skin around ; but it is prominent, covered with scales 
or crusts, and is scattered over the body in place of being aggre- 
gated together. 

In the pustular eruptions the analogies are closer, but still the 
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characters are defined. If resembling impetigo, it forms a well- 
marked _ ring, the suppuration penetrates deeper, and the skin 
around is consequently elevated. If it seem more like ecthyma, 
we shall have a difficulty in saying that it is not rupia; the skin 
is deeply ulcerated, and a thick crust forms on its surface ; its 
circumference is round, and its edges high ; while in its commence- 
ment there is neither the bright redness nor the occasional mixture 
of blood with the pus, which is common in ecthyma. When the 
disease assumes these suppurative forms, ulceration of the angle 
of the lips is not uncommon, and greatly confirms the diagnosis. 
Its discrimination from rupia is less important, because the same 
treatment which is called for in the one is equally suitable to the 
other ; but it is less frequently like true rupia than intermediate 
between that and ecthyma. 

Coincident with any of the foregoing eruptions, especially when 
their character is pustular, we sometimes find deep burrowing 
ulcers on the face, and at the alee of the nose, resembling lupus, 
or there may be ozeena from commencing disease of the bones of 
the nose, with soreness of its lining membrane. 

Congenital syphilis is chiefly marked by ulcers at the angles of 
the mouth, cracked lips, running of the nose, "snuffles," condylo- 
mata, and ulceration of the anus and pudendum, with emaciation. 

In reference to the copper color of syphilitic eruptions, a few words may be 
added on the subject of cutaneous discoloration generally. As an objective 
phenomenon it forms the direct exponent of purpura and of jaundice, and is 
the chief feature of anaemia and chlorosis : it helps us to distinguish measles 
from scarlatina, and it materially aids our diagnosis of cancer, and of disease 
of the heart and kidneys. 

In other cases the change of color is more distinctly confined to the skin 
itself, as when, for example, a dusky gray or blue color is produced by the 
internal use of nitrate of silver. In some persons the existence of any simple 
cutaneous disease, e. g., herpes, or lepra, is always followed on its decline by 
a brown stain, which lasts long after the skin has acquired its natural condition 
in all other respects, and this is particularly the case with persons of a dark 
complexion: it is the very same change as is seen after syphilitic affections, 
except that the color in the latter may be much darker, and commonly lasts 
for a longer period. In others, again, patches of a brown or yellowish color 
are seen °which have been called ephelides, from their supposed connection with 
sun-burning : they are verv like syphilitic stains, except that they are scarcely 
so dark, and they have not been preceded by any other eruption. In their 
commencement they resemble pityriasis versicolor, except in the absence of 
branny scales and roughness. They begin with small spots like frec-kles, which 
gradually enlarge and coalesce, forming large maculae which have not the cir- 
cular form which pityriasis presents. 

In what is called bronzed skin, the whole body becomes gradually of a brown 
color sometimes variegated here and there by portions of natural color. This 
condition has been thought of late years to be perhaps connected with disease 
of the supra-renal capsules. , 

We need not allude to the congenital peculiarities of nam, or the freckles 
of early life ■ neither does the deficiency of color in the albino belong to con- 
ditions of disease. Occasionally white spots are developed in advanced years, 
especially on the scrotum of old men known as vitiligo, the true nature of 
which is as yet not understood. It does not seem connected with disease 
properly so called. 
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§ 10. Lupus and Scrofulous Ulceration. — Though generally re- 
garded as belonging to the domain of surgery, these diseases are 
evidently of constitutional origin ; and their characteristics ought 
at least to be known to the physician. There seems reason to 
believe that they belong to the same diathesis, and are chiefly 
modified by the age of the patient. They are marked by the 
same general feature of indolence and unwillingness to heal, by 
the inefficiency of local treatment, and by their being both modi- 
fied by the same internal remedies. Lupus is more distinctly 
cutaneous ; it is superficial, and shows a great tendency to spread. 
Scrofulous ulcer is always preceded by abscess, and can only be 
regarded in a secondary sense as a disease of the skin. 

Lupus may arise in several ways, and it is only the constitu- 
tional cachexia which, modifying its subsequent course, gives it 
a specific character. Its seat is most frequently about the alse of 
the nose, the lips, and the cheeks. Its commencement may be 
referred to three principal varieties of cutaneous eruption, the 
vesicular, the pustular, and the tubercular : occasionally resem- 
bling herpes, it more usually begins like a spot of impetigo ; and 
when it attacks the cheek, it sometimes presents the form of 
tubercles. In the early stage it differs from the two former by 
its insidious commencement and slower progress, by the firm 
adhesion of the crust and the surrounding tumefaction of the 
skin, and its dusky color. When such characters mark any form 
of eruption about the nose or the cheek, it is not improbably 
lupus, especially if scrofula can be traced in the family : if it be 
lupus, the crust covers an ulcerated surface, which very soon 
begins to spread. From tubercle of the skin it is chiefly distin- 
guished by the absence of the bronze tint, and by its forming a 
defined group or patch on one check. In the majority of cases 
of lupus, scales or crusts soon form on the surface, which gradually 
thicken into scabs, and leave ulcers behind when removed ; but 
in one variety the disease proceeds without any ulceration at all, 
the destruction of the skin in its progress being marked by seams 
and scars, which are not seen in tubercle : such cases are naturally 
less distinct than those in which ulceration has occurred. 

Scrofulous ulceration is very commonly seen in the side of the 
neck, and the formation of an abscess there must always be re- 
garded with great suspicion. Indolent abscesses in other parts of 
the body, without assignable cause, are also very probably due 
to scrofula. They are not uncommon on the back of the hand, and 
in the neighborhood of the elbow. The characters by which 
scrofula is recognized have already been discussed (Chap. IX. 
Div. 1, § 1) ; and we may here call to mind the fact that, in scro- 
fulous children the cutaneous eruptions are usually of the suppu- 
rative kind, and are remarkably indolent and intractable: impetigo 
larvalis is one of this class; they often excite inflammation and 
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enlargement of the cervical glands, which may be the first begin- 
ning of scrofulous ulcer. 

Although the one disease be most common in childhood, while 
the other occurs at adolescence, or after maturity, yet occasionally 
scrofulous ulcers are seen in adults, and lupus at a very early age. 

The ravages of syphilis on the face are sometimes closely allied to lupus, 
and there is every probability that in such cases the scrofulous diathesis is 
present as well as the syphilitic taint : it is recognized by its coppery tint, 
and the coexistence of other symptoms, such as sore throat, eruption on other 
parts of the body, &c. Syphilitic lupus is quite distinct from caries of the 
bones of the nose, which is to be regarded as a specific action of the venereal 
poison : it usually results in extensive ulceration and great disfigurement. 

We have to distinguish lupus from epithelial cancer of the lip, which usually 
commences by a single nodule, and gradually increases in size without ulcer- 
ating, until it has acquired considerable dimensions. The distinction is less 
easily made between it and another form of cancer of the skin in the early 
stage, when there is no appearance of morbid growth, and only a spot of 
ulceration, which subsequently spreads in every direction, and commits fright- 
ful ravages. Subsequently the distinction is less difficult, because lupus in 
its progress leaves scars behind when the disease has subsided, while in cancer 
there is no trace of the healing process at all. 

Cancritm oris in childhood again has not the indolent, sluggish characters 
which mark all the preceding conditions : it begins with ulceration in the inte- 
rior of the cheek, which spreads with great rapidity, producing sloughing and 
destruction of all the tissues adjoining. The fetid smell and rapid progress of 
the disease prevent its being confounded with any other of analogous character. 

§ 11. — Endemial Diseases of the Skin. 

Systematic authors refer to a variety of diseases as inherent in various 
localities, to which particular names have been assigned in the districts where 
they occur. Examination of the statements given seems to prove pretty 
clearly that many of them are referable to syphilis and scrofula ; others again 
are probably varieties of tubercle of the skin, which is much more liable to be 
developed in warm climates than our own ; the worst cases seen in this country 
generally occur in persons who have returned from India. The Arabian Ele- 
phantiasis consists rather in hypertrophy and induration of the cellular tissue 
than in any true disease of the skin. Such disorders need not occupy a place 
in these pages, because they are so rarely met with, and are not likely to throw 
any difficulties in the way of the student. 

§ 12. Cellular Inflammation.— Practically, it is very inconve- 
nient that we are obliged to separate this disease from erysipelas, 
when studying its diagnosis : and to maltfe the distinctions clear 
we ought to bear in mind, at the same time, the characters of 
phlebitis, secondary suppurations, and even erythema. All are, 
more or less, allied to each other, but yet their true history and 
their pathology present them to our notice as distinct diseases. 

The history of cellular inflammation classes it at once as an 
acute febrile disease ; from the first rigor till its distinct localiza- 
tion there is nothing to indicate what or where the inflammation 
is to be Deep-seated pain first calls attention to the part affected, 
and is very likely to be referred to some internal organ, because 
it has not the burning or stinging character which in erysipelas 
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draws the attention of the patient or the attendant to the skin ; 
cases of this kind have been treated as some curious or anomalous 
example of internal disease, until accident has revealed the mis- 
take. This lesson should not be forgotten. The skin presents a 
lurid redness, and is tense, but not hard to the touch ; pain is 
aggravated by pressure, but there is not much superficial tender- 
ness; the border of the redness is not defined, but gradually dies 
away in the surrounding skin. These characters are quite suffi- 
cient to mark the disease ; to erysipelas it is allied by the fever 
and the redness, but the color and the sense of touch at once dis- 
tinguish it ; the condition of the skin is more like erythema, but 
there is no fever or tension in that disease. From the swelling 
accompanying phlebitis it is completely removed by the redness 
of the one affection, and the white cedematous condition of the 
other. 

It may be one of the forms in which secondary suppuration 
presents itself, or it may give rise to secondary suppuration else- 
where. In both cases the characters of pyaemia may be traced 
in addition to the cellular inflammation ; the local abscesses, the 
inflamed absorbents, and the profuse perspiration, suggest to the 
observant practitioner what is going on. 

In its progress suppuration always supervenes ; rigors, which 
have been absent since the commencement of the attack, recur, 
and are followed by sweating ; the inflamed surface becomes less 
angry, and assumes a more livid color ; the tension subsides, and 
is followed by what is called a " boggy" feeling, which is partly 
produced by superficial oedema, partly by purulent infiltration 
and deep-seated fluctuation. 

In tracing the main features by which diseases of the skin are to be dis- 
criminated, and applying to them the rules of diagnosis, we are in great mea- 
sure restricted to the distinct objective phenomenon which each case presents 
in addition to its other and more general symptoms. In many cases the in- 
spection of the eruption is all that is wanted to determine its classification : 
and this is especially true of what may be called typical examples, but quite 
as frequently our judgment is influenced by other circumstances which the 
history of the case records. Practical habitude can alone give the power of 
determining which among these have any direct bearing on the cutaneous 
affection ; and the educated eye can often determine the class to which any 
case belongs from its general aspect and history, without entering on a minute 
examination of its specific character. 

When seeking for the solution of a difficulty, subordinate matters must not 
be neglected, such as the station in life, the probability of hereditary taint, 
of unsuitable food, or of exposure to infection, which the appearance and 
manner of the patient suggest. With this object the physician may be in- 
duced to ask many questions which seem to have little to do with the skin ; 
unquestionably in a great many instances it is true that the more correct the 
history of the patient's past life, the more certain is the diagnosis of any par- 
ticular ailment. 1 will add a few illustrations of the manner in whichthese 
additional facts afford hints for our guidance in diagnosis. 

A febrile state more or less accompanies erythema and roseola, but seldom 
coexists with urticaria, and its comparative mildness separates these from 
erysipelas, phlegmon, measles, and scarlatina. It distinguishes the acute 
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from the chronic form of eczema, and marks the boundary very often between 
eczema impetiginodes and true impetigo. It draws an equally clear line of 
demarcation between pemphigus and rupia. It is always present with herpes, 
but when the fever is severe, the eruption is certainly only subordinate to some 
internal disease. Insufficient nutriment or exhaustion of body cause many of 
the varieties of skin disease to assume a suppurative character ; the bearing 
this in mind will often lead to the. discovery of the true original lesion where 
lichen, eczema, or scabies have undergone such a change. The same causes, 
as they explain the presence of ecthyma and rupia, guard against the need- 
less assumption of a syphilitic taint. Poverty and dirt alike go hand in hand 
with scabies and prurigo, but with the latter there is poverty of blood as well 
as of purse. The character of the food recently taken has often a definite 
relation to urticaria. The habits of the individual and the condition of the 
digestive organs have a close relation both to acne and tubercle of the skin. 
A life of dissipation affords grounds for the suspicion of syphilis ; and it is 
especially to be remarked that the diseases more nearly resembling it are 
chiefly of a cachectic character ; and in so far as such a condition is opposed 
to a life of gayety, does the suspicion become stronger, that the eruption is 
specific, if the idea of cachexia be not suggested by the aspect of the indi- 
vidual, when no distinct avowal of primary symptoms can be obtained. Close 
confinement and impure air certainly prepare the way for the scrofulous forms 
of disease to which the more obstinate of the pustular eruptions have been 
with justice referred. A life in a warm climate is much more likely to give 
rise to tubercle of the skin than to lupus or acne. 

The probability of contagion is another circumstance which sometimes 
influences the judgment. It must be remarked that, excluding syphilis, those 
eruptions only can be viewed as really contagious in which parasitic life is 
concerned ; at the same time there are sufficient facts to make us hesitate in 
asserting that others are not propagated in the same way. We can easily 
conceive that pustular matter reaching an abraded skin may give rise to sup- 
puration there, and the disease once excited may continue, if the system be in 
a condition likely to insure its permanence : but the persons who seem to 
afford instances of this sort of contagion are usually exposed to the same 
influences, whatever they may be, that develop the disease ; and thus the spread 
of impetigo through a family or a school is no proof that it was communicated 
from one child to another. 

The mistake more frecpuently made is that of assuming that impetigo must 
be either favus or scabies, as it happens to be on the scalp or on the limbs, 
because there seems to be good evidence of its having spread by contact. 

Much attention must not be paid to the statement that the eruption itches 
or causes great irritation, as a guide to diagnosis. The susceptibility of the 
skin varies so remarkably in different individuals, and not less the moral 
courage to resist the inclination to alleviate the distress by scratching, which 
seems almost like an instinct provided for the purpose; and yet we all know 
how very greatly the itching is increased by the fresh irritation so produced. 
In one sense the information is of use, because where itching is complained of 
we may be sure that the inclination has been indulged, and that the appearance 
of the eruption is modified by it. No circumstance tends more to create 
varieties among the forms of skin diseases, and a great many of the anomalous 
examples may be referred to this cause. 
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Abdomen, Abscess in, 126, 386; Aneurism in, 316; Appearance of, 327; Cancer 
in. 133 ; Cystic Growths in, 132; Diseases of, 326; in Fever, condition of, 65; 
Fluctuation in, 101; Physical examination of, 326; inspection, 101, 326; pal- 
pation, 327; percussion, 102, 329; Pulsation in, 316; Tubercles in, 122; 
Tumors of, 130, 358. 

Abortion, 111. 

Abscess, Abdominal, 126, 356; Hepatic, 362; of Lungs, 261; Lumbar, 126; Mus- 
cular, 415: Psoas, 126; Pysemic, 119; Renal, 389. 

Acarus of scabies, 423. 

Acephalocysts, 95, 132. 

Acinesis, 187. 

Acne, 424. 

Adipose tissue, hypertrophy of, 126 ; Adipose diarrhoea, 370. 

jEgophony as a symptom, 224 ; term objectionable, 228 ; in pleurisy, 263. 

Ague, 75 ; Ague-cake, 369. 

Albuminuria, 390; Anaemia of, 114; Anasarca of, 99; Chemistry of, 382; Coma 
in, 148 ; Complications, 400 ; Diarrhoea in, 347 ; Dropsy with, 99 ; Epistaxis 
in, 105 ; with Heart disease, 307, 313 ; with Haematuria, 110, 391 ; Microsco- 
pical characters of, 379 ; with Purulent urine, 393 ; Poisoning, resemblance 
to, 89. 

Amaurosis, 156. 

Amenorrhcea, 406; Anaemia of, 114. 

Amphoric breath and voice sounds, 217, 225 ; in pneumothorax, 267. 

Anaemia, 113; Anasarca in, 100; Blood-murmurs in, 115, 298: Chlorosis, 115; 
Chorea in, 139 ; Dyspepsia from, 339 ; Epistaxis in, 104 ; Mania with, 156. 

Anaesthesia, 187 ; Numbness of other kinds, 196. 

Analysis of urine, 372 ; quantitative and qualitative, 371 ; Table of, 385. 

Anasarca, 98; in anaemia, 115; General increase of size from, 49; the type of 
general dropsy, 98 ; with Pleuritic effusion, 265. See Dropsy. 

Aneurism, 314; Abdominal, 131, 316; of Aorta resembling laryngitis, 255; Hae- 
matemesis from, 108; Haemoptysis from, 107; Superficial, 314 ; Thoracic, 
281, 315. 

Angina pectoris, 202 ; from dilated heart, 307. 

Animal virus, 91. 

Antimony, poisoning by, 90. 

Aortic valves, Disease of, 312 ; murmurs in, 298; the pulse in, 54, 310. 

Aphonia in inflammation of larynx, 255 ; Hysterical, 255. 

Aphthae, 321 ; associated with diarrhoea, 348. 

Apoplexy, 174 ; Coma of, 147 ; Paralysis from, 191 ; Poisoning, simulated by, 89; 
Pulmonary, 106; Serous, 147, 175; Spinal, 193; Transient, 148. 

Appearance, general, of patient, 45. 

Appetite, state of, 49, 55. 

Arachnoid, inflammation of, 171. 

Arrangement of symptoms, 35. 

Arsenic, poisoning by, 90. 

Arterial bruit, 117, 314. 

Arteries, diseases of, 314; of Brain, degeneration of, 191, 312; Inflammation of, 
314; Murmurs in, 117. 
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Ascarides, 96 ; with disordered bowels, 350. 

Ascites, 100; with Anasarca, 100; Causes various, 98; from cirrhosis, 364; from 
disease of glands, 131; from peritonitis, 357; Distinguished from ovarian 
dropsy, 102, 402; Produces local enlargement, 126; Simulated by dilated 
! stomach, 335. 

Aspect and expression, 49, 56; Malignant, 114 See Face. 

Asthma, 272; with emphysema, 273; Hay asthma, 273. 

Auscultation, abuse of, 27; limits of, 219 ; practice of, 212; theory of, 209; sum- 
mary of its teaching, 229, 249 : of Abdomen, 328 ; ^Egophony, 224, 264 ; 
Amphoric sounds, 217, 225; of Aneurism, 314; of Blood-murmurs, 115, 298; 
in Bronchitis, 268; Bronchial sounds, 219; Cavernous sounds, 218 ; in Child- 
hood, 283 ; in Condensation of lung-tissue, 230 ; Creaking, 236 ; Crepitation, 
234 ; in Croup, 257 : Crumpling sound, 236 ; in Dilatation of heart, 307 ; Dia- 
stolic murmurs, 296 ; in Emphysema, 273 ; in Endocarditis, 303 ; Endocardial 
murmurs, 294; in Expansion of lung-tissue, 231; Friction, pleuritic, 235; 
pericardial, 292 ; Gurgling-sounds, 235 ; of Heart, 290 ; modifications of nor- 
mal sounds, 291 ; murmurs, 294 ; in Hydro-pneumothorax, 267 ; in Hydro- 
thorax, 232, 264 ; in Hypertrophy of heart, 306 ; in Laryngitis, 254 ; of 
Lungs, 215; in clavicular region, 215, 236; in posterior and lateral regions, 
223, 241 ; Metallic tinkling, 235, 250 ; Moist sounds, 235 ; in Pericarditis, 302 ; 
in Phthisis pulmonalis, 275 ; in Pleurisy, 262 ; in Pleuro-pneumonia, 264 ; 
in Pneumonia, 258 ; in Pneumothorax, 266 ; Regurgitant murmurs, 290 ; So- 
norous and Sibilant sounds, 235 ; Succussion, 235 ; Systolic murmurs, 296 ; 
in Tuberculosis, acute, 226 ; Tubular sounds, 219 ; in Tumors in chest, 280 ; 
in Valvular lesion, 307. 

Belladonna, poisoning by, 90. 

Bile, faulty secretion of, 350 ; in excess or defective, 368. 

Bilious headache, 182. 

Biliousness, 360; analogy to dyspepsia, 361; causes, 367; erroneous employment 
of term, 336. 

Bladder, calculus in, 109, 395 ; Catarrh of, 390 ; Distended, as a form of abdo- 
minal tumor, 131 ; mistaken for ascites, 103 ; for ovarian dropsy, 403 ; pro- 
ducing cystitis, 394 ; Hemorrhage from, 109; Inflammation of, 394 ; Paralysis 
of, 196 ; Rupture of, with peritonitis, 353. 

Blindness as a sympton of disease of brain, 158; in hydrocephalus, 167. 

Blood, circulation of, in heart, 308 ; mechanism of, 294 ; Depraved states, 117 ; 
their effect on the brain, 148 ; on the stomach, 339 : Pus in, 118 ; Spitting of, 
105 ; in aneurism, 315 ; in disease of heart, 313 ; in phthisis, 124 ; Urea in, 
148, 400; in Urine, 109, 393; appearance of, 375; chemical characters of, 
379; Vomiting of, 107; White-cell, 114. 

Blood-ailments, chronic, 112. 

Blood-murmurs, anaemic, 115, 298. See Murmurs. 

Bloodvessels, diseases of, 314. 

Bones, Caries of, 126; in head, 169; Diseases of, 413; Growths from, 133; in 
chest, 282; Inflammation, effects of, 126, 413. 

Bothriocephalus latus, 95. 

Bowels, Bile as affecting action of, 341 ; Diseases of, 341 ; Disordered, 350 
Hemorrhages from, 115, 349; Inflammation of, 341 ; Irregularity of, in rela 
tion to hydrocephalus, 167; Perforation, 352; Symptoms from, general, 48 
special, 54 ; ulceration of, 349 ; in fever, 66 ; in phthisis, 124. 

Brain, Acute disease of, 164 ; Arteries of, diseased, 312 ; Chronic disease of, 172 
Circulation disturbed, 179 ; Concussion of, 146, 148 ; Digestion, in relation to, 
181 ; Effusion, serous, 145, 175; Extravasation of blood in, 146, 174; Func- 
tional disturbance of, 179; mode of investigation, 181; General Indications, 
142; Inflammation of, 169; its delirium, 154; its site, 170; Heart as affect- 
ing, 151, 176; Kidney disease, 148, 399; Paralysis from, 162; distinguished 
from disease of nerves, 190; Pathology of, not understood, 145; Semeiology 
of, 144; coma, 146; delirium, 148; insomnia, 148; mental phenomena, 145; 
muscular movements, 160; paralysis, 162; sensibility, 156; spasm, 160; stupor, 
147; Rheumatism in relation to, 79, 80; its metastasis, 151 ; Scrofulous in- 
flammation, 165; its delirium, 152; Stomach, sympathetic affection of, 335; 
Tubercles in, 125, 169; Tumors of, 191. 
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Breath-sound, 212; Amphoric, 217, 225 ; Blowing, 216; Bronchial, 519; Cavern- 
ous, 21 ',»; Mollifications of, 215; in clavicular region, 216; with superadded 
Bounds, 236; in posterior and lateral regions, 223; with superadded sounds, 
212: Obstructed in condensation, 230; in expansion, 232; in Pleurisy, 262; 
in Pneumonia, 259; Quality of, 214; Rhythm of, 214; Varying intensity of, 
223 ; Whiffing. 231. See JmcultationJ 

Blight's disease, 390. See Albuminuria 

Bronchitis, Acute, 268; its relation to influenza, 68; to pleurisy, 264; to pneumo- 
nia, 269; Breath-sound modified in, 221 ; Chronic. 269 ; simulated by phthisis, 
279; of Childhood, 284; with Emphysema, 242, 271 : of Fever, 65; of Heart 
disease, 313; superadded sound in, 214. 

Bronchocele, 129. 

Bronchorrhcea, 270. 

Bronchus, dilated, 221. 

Brow-ague, 201. 

Bruits all produced in the blood, 116; Cardiac, 290; "De diable," 117; its value, 
294 ; Valvular contrasted with ancemic, 298. 

Bursas, enlarged, 128, 223. 

Causes of morbid phenomena, complex, 32. 

Cachtemia, 117. 

Cachexia, 117 ; anaemia from, 114; of cancer, 132; in skin disease, 416. 

Calculus, Biliary, 368 ; its pass'age resembling gout in stomach, 369 ; Renal, 388 ; 
exciting hemorrhage, 116 ; Peritonitis simulated by, 354, 368; Vesical, 395. 

Cancer, Abdominal, 130; Ansemia from, 114; Complexion in, 114, 130; Dropsy 
from, 99 : of Live*, 363 ; causing jaundice, 366 ; of Lungs, 281 ; Osseous, 
133; of Pancreas, 370; of Peritoneum, 358; of Stomach, 333; haematemesia 
in, 108; Thoracic, 133, 280; of Uterus, 411; causing hemorrhage, 111; Va- 
rieties, 132. 

Cancrum oris, 321, 431. 

Caries, 414; Of spine causing inflammation of cord, 184; lumbar abscess, 126; 
paralysis, 192 ; Simulating rheumatism, 83. 

Carnification of lung-tissue, 230. 

Catarrh, 268 ; causing asthma, 273 ; of Bladder, 390. 

Catheter, manipulation of, 390. 

Cellular tissue, inflammation of, 431. 

Chemistry of urine, 372. 

Chest, general symptoms of disease in, 143, 206; Examination of, 206; Altera- 
tions in form, 209; in movement, 211 ; Auscultation, 212; Percussion, 211; 
Physical signs, 209; Tumors of, 280. See Auscultation, Percussion, Lungs, $c. 

Children, Convulsions of, 162, 177; Diarrhoea of, 347; Diseases of brain in, 166, 
167; symptoms of, 154; Diseases of lungs in, 283; of skin in, 419; scrofu- 
lous', 430; syphilitic, 429; Fevers of, 166; remittent, 67; eruptive, 71; 
Hoarseness, its importance, 256 ; Hooping-cough, 282 ; Thrush, 321 ; Tra- 
cheitis and crowing inspiration, 255 ^TJlcer of mouth in, 321 ; corroding, 431. 

Chlorosis, 115; a cause of dropsy, 99; Pain in side in, 199. 

Cholera, English, 70; Epidemic, 68; Mortality in, as relating to diagnosis, 70; 
Resembles poisoning, 88 ; Summer, 347. 

Chorea, 138; Brain in, 161, 181; Heart-disease in, 310; From worms, 96; Spasm 

Circulation,' Causing disturbance of brain, 179; Impeded by tumors, 281 ; Mecha- 
nism of, 294 ; with reference to Murmurs, 309. 
Cirrhosis of Liver, 364; with ascites, 103; its relation to hepatitis, 362; to jaun- 

Classtficatit^of Diseases, 38; of Fevers 62, 64; of spots in, 62 ; of Eruptive 
fevers 71- Chronic blood-ailments, 112 ; Depraved constitutional states, 121 ; 
Paralysis ' 1 89 See also Diseases. Of Symptoms, 35 ; General indications, 
45- from' regions and organs, 141; Special indications, 53; of Brain-disease, 
144- of Delirium 150; of Heart-Disease, 286 ; diastolic murmurs, 296 ; sys- 
tolic murmurs at' apex, 297; at base, 297; of Lung-disease, 215; modified 
breath and voice-sounds, 216, 224; superadded sounds, 234; of Symptoms 
derived from the urine, 372; chemical relations, table of, 385; sediments, 376, 
378; of Tumors, 128. 
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Clavicular region, modified sounds, 216 ; superadded sounds, 236. 

Clinical Clerk, outline of notes for, vii. 

Coherence, as a symptom, 145. 

Colic, from constipation, 342; Lead, 93; Position of patient in, 50; Simulating 

nephralgia, 388. 
Colica Pictonum, 93. 
Color, changes of, 50, 56. 
Collapse in cholera, 69 ; in peritonitis, 352. 
Colloid cancer, 133; in omentum, 359. 
Coma, 146; of apoplexy, 175; of kidney-disease, 148, 390: of poisoning, 89; 

Partial, 147. 
Complexion as a symptom, 49, 55; in blood-diseases, 114; in kidney-disease, 391. 
Concussion of brain with coma, 146; with stupor, 148. 
Condensation of lung-tissue, 229. 
Condition of patient, general, 45. 
Consciousness, as a symptom, 145. 
Constipation, 342; in colica pictonum, 94; in disease of brain, 170; in dysentery, 

348 ; inducing obstruction, 344 ; in peritonitis, 354. 
Convulsions, Apoplectic, 175; in Brain-disease, 170; functional, 181; in Child- 
hood, 161,177; in False Croup, 257; Epileptic, 177; General, 161; with 

paralysis, 190; in Hydrophobia, 92. 
Cord, spinal, 184; Chronic disease of, 186: Inflammation of, 184; Paralysis from 

apoplexy of, 193; from disease of, 190, 192 ; from injury of, 192. 
Coronary arteries, disease of, 202. 
Coryza in measles, 72 ; absent in phthisis, 123. 
Cough, absent in acute laryngitis, 253 ; Characters of, 207 ; in chronic laryngitis, 

192; in croup, 256; with elongated uvula, 323; Hooping-cough, 282. 
Cramps in cholera, 70. 
Crepitation, 234 ; value of, 27, 260. 
Croup, 256; causing laryngitis, 254; distinguished from laryngitis, 257; false, 

257. 
Crowing inspiration, 257. 
Cysticercus, 96. 
Cysts, 132 ; containing parasites, 95 ; Ovarian, 401 ; causing local dropsy, 

distinguished from ascites, 102. See Hydatids. 
Cystine, 378. 
Cystitis, 395. 

Deafness, in disease of brain, 159; in disease of fauces, 323; in fever, 65, 150; 
in hydrocephalus, 167. 

Delusions, 155. 

Delirium, as a symptom, 148; in Congestion of Liver, 361 ; in Erysipelas, 151 ; 
in Fever, 65, 151 ; in Hydrocephalus, 152, 167 ; in Inflammation of Brain, 
169; of heart, 151; of lungs, 262; Muscular spasm with, 161 ; Passive, 153; 
Reflective faculties in, 145; in Rheumatism, 79, 151 ; Subdivisions, 150; Tre- 
mens, 139; delirium of Pneumonia, 151. 

Deposits, secondary, 119. 

Diabetes, 395 ; insipidus, 394; tests for urine of, 381 ; thirst of, with hunger, 48. 

Diable, bruit de, 117. 

Diagnosis, abuse of, 26 ; advance of, 210 ; caution in, 327; difficulties of, 132, 145 j 
errors of, 33, 250, 259 ; fancied excellence of accuracy, 411 ; general indica- 
tions in, 45, 141 ; illustrations of, from geometry, 31; method of, 34, 36; 
neglect of, 26, 417 ; object of, 29, 32; peculiar cases, 136, 279, 405 ; province 
of, 25; relation to theory of disease, 30; special indications, 53; theory of, 
29, uncertainty of, 312, 330. 

Diarrhoea, 346 ; adiposa, 370 ; bilious, 367 ; choleraic, 70 ; febrile, 347 ; Associa- 
tions, 347 ; with fever, 65; with phthisis, 125 ; in childhood, 347. 

Diastolic murmurs, 296. 

Diathesis, Hemorrhagic, distinguished from purpura, 112; with epistaxis, 104; 
with hematuria, 110; with uterine hemorrhage, 111; Scrofulous and Tuber- 
cular, 121 ; with delirium, 152 ; with inflammation of brain, 166. 

Digestive organs, derangemeuts of, 331 ; causing disturbance of brain, 182; Gene- 
ral Indications, 143. 
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Digitalis, poisoning by, 91. 

Dilatation of Stomach, 335 ; of Heart, 307 ; with valvular lesion, 312. 
Dipbtheritis, 324 ; leading to croup, 256. 
Disease, tbeory of, 25, 32. 

Diseases, Acute and cbronic, 42 ; Classification, 38 ; of adventitious origin, 87 ; of 
arteries, 314 ; of brain, 164; of bones, 413; of cellular tissue, 431 ; of chest, 
205; chronic blood-ailments, 112; depraved constitutional states, 121 ; febrile, 
58; gout, 83; of heart, 301 ; of intestinal canal, 341 ; of joints, 413; of kid- 
neys, 387 ; of liver, 360 ; of lungs in childhood, 283 ; of mouth and pharynx, 
320 ; of muscles, 414 ; of nerves, 197 ; of oesophagus, 330 ; of ovaries, 339 ; 
of pancreas, 370 ; paralysis, 187 ; of peritoneum, 352 ; quasi-nervous, 135 ; 
of respiratory organs, 252 ; rheumatism, 77 ; of skin, 416 ; of spinal cord, 
184 ; of spleen, 369 ; of stomach, 330 ; of urinary organs, 387 ; of uterus and 
vagina, 406; of variable seat, 96; of veins, 318; Simulated hysteria, 138; 
epilepsy, 178; paralysis, 188, 195; table, 39. 
Distension of stomach, 338. 
Distoma, 96. 
Distortion of chest, 210. 
Diuresis, 394. 
Dropsies, 97. 

Dropsy, Acute, 99 ; with Anaemia, 115 ; with Cancer, 99, 131 ; Cardiac, 99 ; Chronic, 
99; Encysted, 102; General, 98 ; with Heart-disease, 308, 313 ; with Kidney- 
disease, 387, 392; with disease of Liver, 366; Local, 98, 99; Ovarian, 126, 
387 ; from Peritonitis, 356 ; with Pregnancy, 392 ; Renal, 100; Size, increased 
by, 49. 
Drop-wrist, 94, 195. 
Drunkards, disease of liver in, 365 ; of stomach, 333 ; Dyspepsia of, 339 ; Delirium 

of, 139; Biliousness in, 361. 
Duration of disease, 42 ; and sequence of phenomena, 42. 
Dysentery, 348; Hemorrhage in, 114. 
Dysmenorrhoea, 407. 

Dyspepsia, 335; with Anaemia, 114, 339; with Brain-disease, 182; Complex cases, 
337; Diagnosis by exclusion, 331; Distension in, 337; of Drunkards, 339; 
Gall-stones, resembling, 368 ; General characters, 330 ; with Gout, 84, 340 ; 
with Hyperemia, 338; Irritability in, 337; Palpitation of, 286; Secretion 
faulty in, 338 ; Sympathetic Affections, 331 ; from Tobacco, 340 ; Urine of, 
alkaline, 373 ; phosphatic, 397 ; Varieties, 337. 
Dysphagia, in aneurism, 256 ; in croup, 257 ; in diseases of mouth and pharynx, 

320°; in laryngitis, 225; in stricture of the oesophagus, 331. 
Dyspnoea as characteristic of emphysema, 271 ; of pleurisy, 242 ; of heart-disease, 
302 ; indicating disease of the chest, 207 ; peculiar in laryngitis, 252 ; and 
croup, 256. 

Echinococcus, 95. 

Ecthyma, 424 ; connection with rupia. 426. 

Eczema, 421 ; impetiginodes, 423. 

Effusion, Abdominal, 100; evidence of, by fluctuation, 101 ; causes of, 103 ; General 

and local, 97; Pleuritic, 211 ; auscultation in, 224; symptoms of, 263; in 

Ventricles of brain, 153; hydrocephalus, 166; serous apoplexy, 175. 
Elephantiasis of the Greeks, 427 ; of the Arabians, 431. 
Emaciation, 49, 55, 207. . 

Emphysema, General, 49; of Lungs, 271; auscultation in, 220, 228; complication 

with asthma, 273; with bronchitis, 272; distinguished from pneumothorax, 

267. 
Empiricism, 30. 

Empyema, 126, 129; symptoms of, 263. 
Encephaloid cancer, 133 ; in mesentery, 358. 
Enchondroma, 135. 

Endocardial murmurs, 294 ; not proof of endocarditis, 305. 
Endocarditis, 303 ; rheumatic, 79, 304. 

Enlargements, local, 125 ; general 49 ; of heart, signs of 287. 
Enteritis, 343 ; from obstruction, 343 ; with peritonitis, 356 ; its relative frequency, 

341.' 
Entozoa, 94. 
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Eplielides, 429. 

Epilepsy, 177; a Cause of semicoma, 148; Convulsions in relation to, 177; Dis- 
tinguished from apoplexy, 175; from hysteria, 137; from poisoning, 94; 

Feigned, 180; General indications, 161; Hysteric, 178; with Worms, 96. 
Epistaxis, 104, 106. * 
Eruptions on skin, color of, 429 ; early stage of, 417 ; observation of, 143 ; in Fever, 

62; eruptive fevers, 73; Scrofula, 121, 430; Syphilis, 91, 428; Varieties of, 

429. See Skin-diseases. 
Eruptive Fevers, 71 ; characters' of, 73. 
Erysipelas, 74; analogy to puerperal fever, 353 ; delirium of, 151 ; metastasis, 152 ; 

of throat, causing oedema glottidis, 254. 
Erythema, 417; nodosum, 417; distinguished from pycemia, 119. 
Evidence of disease of lungs, basis of, 213. 
Examination of patient, general plan, 37 ; of abdomen, 265 ; chest, 205 ; of heart, 

286; of lungs, 213, 234; of regions and organs, 141 ; of urine, 371. 
Exocardial murmurs, 290. 
Expectoration, characters of, 207. 
Expiration, prolonged, 219; in health, 272. 
Expression and aspect of patient, 49, 55. 
Eyes, changes in, 157; contraction and dilatation of pupils, 157; perversions of 

vision, 158; ptosis, 163; strabismus, 162, 163. 

Face, aspect of, in Abdominal disease, 327 ; in Albuminuria, 391 ; in Anaemia, 
113 ; in Bronchitis, 270 ; in Cancer, 114 ; in Emphysema, 271 ; in Heart-dis- 
ease, 310; in Phthisis, 274; in Pneumonia, 258; in Skin-disease, 427; in 
Tuberculosis, acute, 279. 

Faculties, mental, as indications of disease, 145. 

Feces, Accumulations of, 342, 345; simulating tumor, 131; in Cholera, 69; in 
Disordered bowels, 350 ; in Dysentery, 348 ; Fatty, 350, 370 ; in Haemateme- 
sis, 106 ; in Jaundice, 367 ; special indications from, 54 ; Yeasty, 350. 

Farcy, acute, 93. 

Fat, deposit of, 49, 126. 

Fatty degeneration of heart, 307; of muscles, 414. 

Fauces, diseases of, 321 ; inflamed in croup, 257 ; in laryngitis, 253; ulceration of, 
323. 

Favus, 426. 

Febricula, 61. 

Febrile diseases, 58. 

Feigned epilepsy, 178; paralysis, 188, 196; paraplegia, 195. 

Fermentation in the intestine, 350; in the stomach, 340; urine of, 373. 

Fever, Continued, 60; classification of, 61; complications of, 61, 64; deafness in, 
159; delirium in, 150, 153; depression in, 67; phthisis, analogy to, 123; pe- 
ritonitis in, 123; pneumonia of, 261; spots in, 62, 112, 168; subsultus in, 
161 ; typhoid and typhus, 64, urine of, 397; Eruptive, 71 ; General symp- 
toms of, 58 ; Hectic, 124,206; Idiopathic, 59; Infantile, 67; distinguished 
from hydrocephalus, 167; Intermittent, 74; simulated by inflammation of 
brain, 170 ; Puerperal, 353 ; Remittent, 67 ; Rigor in, 59 ; Scarlet, 73 ; Sym- 
pathetic, 59. 

Fevers, division of, 60. 

Filaria, 96. 

Fit, apoplectic, 175; epileptic, 177; fainting, 136. 

Floccitatio, 161. 

Fluctuation, 101. 

Foetal heart, sound of, 405. 

Foot, first attack of gout in, 84. 

Formication, ] 88 ; differs from anaesthesia, 198. 

Fragilitas ossium, 414. 

Framboesia, 427. 

Fremitus, vocal, 210. 

Friction sounds in Heart, 292 ; with reference to pericarditis, 302 ; to rheumatic 
fever, 304; in Pleura, 235; its position, 237, 241; with reference to pleu- 
risy, 262. 

Functional disorders of Brain, 179; of Kidneys, 396. 

Fungoid growths, 133 ; a cause of haemoptysis, 107. 
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Gall-bladder, enlarged, 130, 364; concretions in, 368. 

Gall-stones, 368; passage of, resembling colic, 94 ; peritonitis, 355. 

Gait, 51, 57 ; in relation to paralysis, 188. 

Gangrene of lungs, 192. 

Gaseous poisoning, 90. 

Gastritis, 334 ; its rarity, 342. 

Glands, enlargement of, 128; from Morbid growth, 130; in abdomen, 358; in 
chest, 280; from Scrofulous deposit, 121; bronchial, 285 ; mesenteric, 122; 
in neck, 325 ; from Skin-disease, 430 ; Salivary, inflamed, 325. 

Glanders, 92, 120. 

Globus hystericus, 137. 

Glossitis, 321. 

Glottis, oedema of, 354. 

Goitre, 129. 

Gonorrhoea, 91 ; distinguished from leucorrhoea, 408 ; giving rise to cystitis, 395 ; 
obscuring diagnosis in examination of urine, 408 

Gout, 83 ; alteration of joints from, 413 ; distinguished from rheumatism, 79 ; dys- 
pepsia of, 339 ; erratic, 85 ; in the stomach, 340, 369 ; masked, 202 ; nephral- 
gia of, 388; retrocedent, 202; rheumatic, 84,413. 

Growths, morbid, 125 ; in chest, 282; distinguished from aneurism, 315 ; in liver, 
363; malignant, 131 ; myeloid, 133; in peritoneum, 358. 

Gums, blue line in colica pictonum, 94; spongy, 112. 

Habits of patient, 42. 

Haematemesis, 107 ; in disease of stomach, 333 ; distinguished from haemoptysis, 
106. 

Hematocele, 126. 

Hematuria, 109, 376; causes, 393; microscopic appearances, 378. 

Haemoptysis, 105; from Aneurism, 315; in Cancer, 281 ; in Heart-disease, 313; 
Hysterical, 105; in Phthisis, 124, 274; in Pneumonia, 256. 

Hemorrhage, 104; Anaemia from, 113; from Bladder, 110; Hysterical, 107; from 
Kidney, 109, 375; Internal, 112; Intestinal, 110; from Lungs, 105, 206; 
from Nose, 105; from Prostate gland, 110; with Purpura, 110, 112; from 
Stomach, 107, 333; Subcutaneous, 112; Vicarious, 107, 108; from Uterus, 
111, 407. 

Hemorrhagic diathesis in epistaxis, 104 ; in hematuria, 110 ; in uterine hemor- 
rhage, 111 ; differs from purpura, 112. 

Hallucinations, 155, 158. 

Hay-Asthma, 273. 

Headache as a symptom, 160; in anaemia, 114: bilious, 182; in brain-disease, 170; 
in constipation, 342; in dyspepsia, 182; its uncertainty, 181. 

Head-symptoms, 165, 181 ; diminished or increased by horizontal posture, 160; in 
dyspepsia, 331 ; in fever, 65 ; in kidney disease, 390. 

Hearing, alteration in sense of, 159. 

Heart, Angina from disease of, 202, 307; Aortic valve disease, 312 ; Aspect of pa- 
tient °310; Associations of disease of, 313; Auscultatory phenomena, 290; 
Brain-disease from, 147, 177; Chorea, effect of, 310; Circulation in, 295; 
explanatory of murmurs, 308; Delirium from inflammation of, 151 ; Dilatation 
of 307- Diseases of, 301 ; their causes, 313; Dropsy from, 99, 308; Enlarge- 
ment of 287 ; Epistaxis in disease of, 105 ; Examination of, 286 ; Endocardi- 
tis 303'- Foetal sound of, 405 ; General indications, 286; Haemoptysis from, 




287 modifications of, 291; Palpitation nervous 28 ,, 291; Pericarditis, 302; 
Pericardium adhesion of, 288; Pulse in disease of, 310; Reduplication of sounds 
of, 292 ; PJiythm of, altered, 291 ; Valvular insufficiency, 310; lesion, 307. 

Heart-burn, 339. 

Hectic, 123, 207. 

HemiS^,' 189 '; in relation to Brain-disease, 162; compared with Local paraly- 
sis, 190. 
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Hepatitis, 861. 

Hernia, 128; internal strangulation, 346. 

Herpes, 422 ; circinatus, 422 ; labialis, 422 ; preputials, 422 ; zoster, 422. 

History of case, its meaning, 34 ; its importance, 42 ; outline of, vii. 

Hoarseness in croup, 256 ; in laryngitis, 252, 255. 

Homoeopathy, 33. 

Hooping-cough, 282. 

Hydatids, 132; connected with echinococcus, 95; distinguished from ascites, 103 • 

' in liver, 361, 364. 
Hydrencephaloid disease, 168, 180. 
Hydrocele, 126. 

Hydrocephalus, acute, 166; with tubercle, 125; chronic, 126. 
Hydrocyanic acid, poisoning by, 90. 
Hydrometra, 103, 403. 
Hydropathy, 33. 

Hydro-pericardium, 305 ; simulated by dilatation, 288, 306. 
Hydrophobia, 91. 
Hydro-pneumothorax, 267. 
Hydro thorax, 126; from albuminuria, 264; auscultatory signs, 227 ; from acute 

pleurisy, 263 ; passive, 264. 
Hyoscyamus, poisoning by, 90. 
Hypersemia of stomach, 338. 
Hyperassthesia, 185. 

Hypertrophy, simple, 126; of Heart, 306; with valvular lesion, 312. 
Hypochondriasis, 156 ; distinguished from hysteria, 135. 
Hysteria, 135; in man, 135; connected with ovarian disease, 401 ; sensations of 

pain in, 157. 
Hysterical chorea, 139; epilepsy, 178; hemoptysis, 105, 107; laryngitis, 254; 

neuralgia, 199, 203; paralysis, 137, 188; tetanus, 139; tympanites, 351. 
Hunger, 49, 55. 

Icterus. See Jaundice. 

Ichthyosis, 420. 

Idiosyncrasy, 27. 

Ileus, 344. 

Illusions, 155. , 

Impetigo, 423 ; figurata, 423 ; sparsa, 423. 

Incoherence, 149. 

Inconsistency of history, 34 ; of phenomena, 43. 

Inflammation, accompanied by pain and tenderness, 156 ; of brain, delirium of, 
153 ; not synonymous with pain, 136 ; nor with neuralgia, 198 ; ovarian dis- 
ease independent of, 401 ; suppuration, 126 ; of uterus, rarity of, 411. 

Influenza, 68 ; an ephemeral fever, 62 ; relation to bronchitis, 268 ; 'simulated by 
phthisis, 122. ' 

Innervation, 145. 

Insanity, delirium of, 154; lesions in, 145; nature of, 154; perverted sensations 
in, 157, 158; puerperal, 156. 

Insensibility, 146. 

Insomnia, 148 ; attendant on delirium, 146 ; in delirium tremens, 150. 

Intercostal rheumatism, 265 ; spaces bulging, 263. 

Intermittent, 74 ; irregular, 76 ; hemicrania as a form of, 201. 

Intestinal canal, diseases of, 341 ; Constipation, 342 ; Diarrhoea, 346 • Disordered 
bowels, 350 ; special forms of, 350 ; Dysentery, 348 ; Enteritis, 343 • Hemor- 
rhage, 110; Ileus, 344; Obstruction, 344; its investigation and causes. 346; 
Relations of inflammation, 341; Tympanites, 351; Ulceration, 349; Worms, 95. 

Intolerance of light, 157. 

Intoxication, its distinction from apoplexy, 147 ; from narcotic poisoning, 90. 

Intussusception, 344. 

Irritation, nervous, 200 ; spinal, 185. 

Irritability of stomach, 336. 

Ischuria, 390 ; in nephritis, 388. 

Itch, "grocer's," 422. 
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Jaundice, 365 : accidental, 364 ; its color simulated, 366 ; produced by biliary cal- 
culus, 368; by emotion, 367; by heart-disease, 367; by hepatitis, 361; its 
theory not always understood, 365 ; urine in, 375. 

Joints, diseases of, 413 ; resembling rheumatism, 80, 82. 

Kidneys, Diseases of, 387; abscess of, 389; albuminuria, 390; calculus, 109, 
388; diabetes, 395; diuresis, 394; functional disorder, 396; ischuria, 390; 
nephritis, and nephralgia, 387 ; Associations of, 399; with brain disease, 148, 
177; with dropsy, 99, 399 ; with dyspepsia, 398; with gout, 85; with hydro- 
thorax, 264 ; with hypertrophy of heart, 306, 392 ; with oedema of glottis, 
254; with rheumatism, 83; Bright's disease, 390; Examination of urine, 371; 
table of chemical relations, 385; Fungus of, 110; General state, relation of 
urine to, 48; General symptoms, 143; Hemorrhage from, 109, 393; the 
Lithic-acid diathesis, 397 ; the Phosphatic diathesis, 398. See Urine. 

Kiesteine in urine, 399. 

Lardaceous Liver, 364. 

Laryngitis, acute, 252; bastard, 254; chronic, 255; diphtheritic, 324: from disease 
of pharynx, 320 ; Aphonia of, 255 ; Distinguished from aneurism, 256 ; from 
croup, 257 ; Simulated in hysteria, 255 ; by tumor, 281 ; Sore throat in, 322. 

Laryngismus stridulus. See Crowing Inspiration. 

Lead, poisoning, 93; paralysis of, 195, 414. 

Lepra, 420. 

Leucocythcemia, 114. 

Leucorrboea, 408 ; in children, vaginitis, 408 ; effect on the urine, 375. 

Lichen, 419; agrius; 419; circumscriptus, 419 ; strophulus, 419. 

Lithic-acid Diathesis, 398. See Uric Acid. 

Lithates, cause of their presence, 397 : chemical characters, 376. 

Liver, Abscess of, 362; Ascites dependent on, 103, 365; Cancer of, 132; Cirrho- 
sis, 365; Congestion of, in dyspepsia, 338; in delirium tremens, 361 ; Enlarge- 
ment of, 363 ; Fatty, 364 ; Haematemesis from, 108 ; Hobnail, 365 ; Hydatid 
cysts of, 132, 364 ; Inflammation of, 361 ; Lardaceous, 363 ; Nutmeg, 363 ; 
Scirrhus of, causing jaundice, 366 ; Tumors of, 130 ; Yellow atrophy, 366. 

Lumbago, 81. 

Lumbrici, 96. 

Lungs, Auscultation of, 215, 232 ; in clavicular region, 215, 235 ; in posterior and 
"lateral regions, 223, 241 ; summary of indications, 229, 241 ; Abscess of, 
261; Apoplexy of, 106; Breath sound, modification of, 215; Carnification of, 
230; Childhood, diseases in, 283; Compression of, 227; Condensation of, 
230- Congestion of, in fever, 65; Consolidation, 219, 230; Diseases of, 252; 
asthma, 272 ; bronchitis, 268 ; emphysema, 269 ; hooping-cough, 282 ; hydro- 
thorax, 264; phthisis, 273 ; pleurisy, 262 ; pleuro-pneumonia, 264; pneumo- 
nia, 258; pneumothorax, 266; Enlargement of, 246; Expansion of tissue, 
232; Gangrene of, 261; General indications, 143; Hepatization, 230; He- 
morrhage from, 105; Inflammation of, 258; chronic with tubercle, 261; 
CEdema of, 245, 270; Percussion of, 211, 215; in clavicular region, 215, 236; 
in posterior and lateral regions, 223, 241 ; Physical examination of, 210; pre- 
cedes that of heart, 210; Special external signs, 211 ; Superadded sounds in, 
234- Suppuration of, 208; Tubercles in, 117; at both apices, 278; at base, 
278- detection in early stage, 218, 239; distinguished from inflammation, 260; 
relation of sounds to, 276 ; Tuberculosis of, 230 ; Tumors of, 210. 

Malaise, 157. 

Malaria, 201. , . 

Malformation of heart, congenital, 311. 

Malignant aspect, 114; growth, 131. 

Mania acute, 154 ; resembles inflammation, 170; puerperal, 156. 

Materia Medica, uses of, 25.- 

Measles, 71; sequelae of, 74, 123. 

M6decine expectante, 26. 

253tt?171 5 delirium of, 153 171; Spinal, 184. 
Menorrhagia, 393 ; distinguished from hemorrhage, 111. 
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Menstrual functions, association of, with rheumatic gout, 86. 

Menstruation, condition of, 143; Irregular, 407 ; Painful, 407; Profuse, 407; in 
Pregnancy, 404; Suppressed, 406; distinguished from chlorosis, 115; with 
haematemesis, 108; with haemoptysis, 107, 108. 

Mental Faculties, condition of, 145. 

Mercurial paralysis, 194. 

Mesenteric disease, 122 ; ansemia from, 113. 

Mesentery, growths in, 358. 

Metallic tinkling, 235, 242 ; timbre, 250 ; in pneumothorax, 267. 

Metastasis of Erysipelas, 152; of Parotitis, 324; of Rheumatism, 151; in the 
acute form, 79 ; in the synovial, 80. 

Method of diagnosis, 34; of obtaining a history, 37; good and bad methods, 30 

Metritis, 411. 

Microscope in examination of urine, 378. 

Miliary Eruption, 63. 

Mind, unsound, 145, 155; its definition, 154. 

Mitral valve, disease of, 312; murmur in, 297. 

Mobility, alterations of, 187. 

Moist sounds in lungs, 235; in bronchitis, 268: in phthisis, 277. 

Mollities ossium, 414. 

Molluscum, 580. 

Mouth, diseases of, 320. 

Mucous membrane, irritation of, 66 ; in glanders, 93. 

Mucus in urine, 377, 379. 

Murmurs, Anaemic, 115; distinguished from valvular, 298; Aortic, 309; Arterial, 
117; Cardiac, 290; occasionally absent, 308; Diastolic, 295 ; Endocardial' 
294; Exocardial, 290; Friction, 292, 303; Mitral, 310; Musical, 290; Pul- 
monic, 298; Purring, 290; Regurgitant, 290 ; Systolic at apex, 297; at base, 
297; "To and fro," 290; Tricuspid, 297 ; in Valvular lesion, 308 ; imperfec- 
tion, 308; Venous, 117; Vesicular in Respiration, 212. 

Muscae volitantes, 158. 

Muscles, diseases of, 414; abscess, 415; atrophy, 415; fatty degeneration, 196, 
415; paralysis, 195; from lead, 94; from overstrain, 195. 

Muscular movements as a symptom of brain-disease, 160 ; in chorea and tetanus, 
138; pain, 137, 203; spasm with delirium, 161. 

Musical murmur, 290. 

Myeloid growth, 133. 

Narcotic poisoning, 89. 

Mares, hemorrhage from, 105 ; simulating haemoptysis, 100. 

Neck, tumors of, 129. 

Nephralgia and Nephritis, 387. 

Nerves, Anatomical relations of, in neuralgia, 197 ; in paralysis, 189, 195 ; Cranial, 
paralysis of, 163, 195; Fifth pair, neuralgia of, 200; Laryngeal, affection of' 
256; in false croup, 257; Paralysis as the effect of pressure on, 195- Spinal, 
pain of, 203. r 

Nervous system, alkaline urine caused by, 373; disorders of, 179, 182; general 
indications regarding, 143; irritation of, 200; phosphates in urine, caused by, 
398. " 

Nervousness, 135. 

Nettle-rash, 418. 

Neuralgia, 197; spinal, 203. 

Nodes, syphilitic, 414. 

Nomenclature, objectionable, in disease of lungs, 213, 234 ; in disease of heart, 290. 

Nose, bleeding from, 104; polypus of, 105. 

Nosology, 25; new uterine, 411. 

Notes of cases, importance of, 36, 142; outline of, vii. 

Nutmeg Liver, 364. 

Obesity, 49 ; when not occurring after mid-life, 327. 

Object of author, 29. 

Objective phenomena, 36, 45. 

Obstruction of bowels, 344 ; in enteritis, 344. 



INDEX. 445 

(Edema, or local dropsy, 99; caused by antenna, 115; by diseased glands, 131 : of 

Glottis, 254 ; of Upper half of body, 281. 
(Esophagus, diseases of, 330; spasm, 331 ; stricture, 331. 
Omentum, diseases of, 131; cancer, 133; tumors, 359. 
Opium, poisoning by, 89; producing coma, 147. 
Organs, examination of, 141 ; Diseases of, see Diseases. 
Orthopncea, 50. 
Ovarian dropsy, 402; a cause of enlargement, 126; resembles ascites, 102; rules 

for its diagnosis, 403. 
Ovaries, diseases of, 401 ; not inflammatory; 401; enlargement of, 402 ; tumors 

of, 404. 
Oxalate of lime in urine, 379 ; its associations, 399. 

Pain, distinguished from inflammation, 136; from neuralgia, 197; in Brain-disease, 
159; in Cancer, 134; in Chest-disease, 207; in Colica Pictonum, 93; Duration 
of, 43; General, 157; in Heart-disease, 286; in Hysteria, 137; in Kidney- 
disease, 387 ; Local, 199; Muscular, 137, 201; in Peritonitis, 147 ; Posture 
affected by, 50; in Rheumatism, 77; Stiffness in relation to, 414; Stomach, 
in disease of, 337 ; Sympathetic, 199. 
Painter's Colic, 93. 
Palpation of abdomen, 329. 

Palpitation in Anaemia, 114; Dyspeptic, 205 ; Nervous, 287 ; distinguished from 
hypertrophy, 288, 291. 

Palsy. See Paralysis. 

Pancreas, disease of, 370; stools in, 351 ; tumor of, 131. 

Paralysis, 187; Agitans, 194; in Brain-disease, 162, 173; of Bladder, 395; of 
Bowels in peritonitis, 354; Coma with, 146; Facial, 196; of Forearm, 196; 
General, 193; Hysterical, 137, 188; of the Insane, 193; Lead palsy, 94, 195; 
Local, 195; compared with hemiplegia, 190; Muscular, 196, 414; Pain and 
stiffness distinguished from, 188; Simulated, 188; detected by gait, 195; in 
disease of Spinal cord, 186; Stupor with, 147; Varieties, 189. 

Paraplegia, 191 ; as a symptom of disease of brain, 162; of cord, 186. 

Parotitis, 324; metastasis of, 324. 

Pathognomonic signs fallacious, 27, 215. 

Pathology, uses of, 25. 

Patient, general appearance of, 49 ; general state, 45 ; habits, 42 ; position, 50 ; 
posture in chest-disease. 207; in peritonitis, 51, 354; complaint of rheuma- 
tism, 77 ; his theories, 336. 

Pemphigus, 425. 

Pepsine, deficiency of, 340. 

Perception, faculty of, in disease of brain, 145. 

Percussion, 211 ; of Abdomen, 101, 329; with Auscultation, 215; Changes of re- 
sonance in clavicular region, 215 ; with superadded sounds, 234 ; in posterior 
and lateral regions, 223 ; with superadded sounds, 241 ; Cracked-pot sound of, 
220 ; Comparison of regions, 220 ; Dull over cavity, 220 ; from fluid, 232 ; 
from ossification of cartilages, 221 ; Indications from, 229; in pleurisy, 263 . 
in pneumonia, 263; in tumors, 280; Information limited, 211, 226; Pheno- 
mena, simple, 27; Theory of, 209. 

Pericarditis 302; friction, 292; rheumatic, 79 ; with endocardial bruit, 311. 

Pericardium, Adherent, with dilatation, 307; signs of, 288, 302; Friction in, 292; 
Creaking sound in, 294; Fluid in, 302; simulation of, 289. 

Periostitis, 128, 414; syphilitic, 414. 

Peritoneum Abscess of, 126, 356 ; Adhesions of, 355 ; Cancer of, 133 ; Diseases of, 
352; Fluid in, 100; Inflammation of, 352; Morbid growths in, 358; Tubercles 

Peritonitis Acute, 352 ; with enteritis. 343 ; with fever, 66 ; with gastritis, 336 ; 
with tympanites, 351 ; Chronic, 356 ; dropsy after, 103; with morbid growth, 
357- with tubercles, 124 ; Idiopathic, 353 ; Partial or local, 355 ; as a tumor, 
181 ' Puerperal, 353 ; Tubercular, 357 ; Uteriue, 411. 

Perspiration in phthisis, 123; rheumatic 78. 

Pertussis, 282 ; complications of, 283 ; place in classification, 252. 

Petechise,' 63, 112. 

Pharynx, diseases of, 320. 
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Phenomena, duration and sequence of, 42 ; objective and subjective, 36, 45 ; of 

percussion and auscultation, 216. 
Philosophical view of auscultation, 214. 

Phlebitis, 319; associated with oedema, 100; Capillary, 319; with acute dropsy, 
99 ; Occlusion resulting from, 318; Theory of its action in causing pyaemia, 
118. 
Phlegmasia dolens, 318; rarely ending in suppuration, 118. 
Phosphates in urine, 376 ; depend on alkalescence, 397 ; Triple phosphate, 380 ; 

in cystitis, 390. 
Phosphatic diathesis, 373, 398. 
Phrenology, 144. 

Phthisis, 122; acute, 122; chronic, 123; laryngaea, 255; pulmonalis, 273; Asso- 
ciated with dropsy, 99; with hcemoptysis, 105; with inflammation of brain, 
168; with pleurisy, 265, 280; with pneumonia, 261, 279; Auscultation of, 
275; cautions, 275; clicking sounds in, 236, 239; difliculties, 276; the early 
stage, 220, 239 ; phenomena in detail, 276; in Childhood, 285 ; Distinguished 
from bronchitis, 270,278; from pneumonia, 260; General symptoms, 206; 
Heart-sounds, indications from, 222 ; its Place in Classification, 39 ; Resem- 
blance to fever, 123, 168 ; sonorous sounds in, 238; Symptoms vary in inten- 
sity, 274. See Tubercles. 
Physical signs, 36 ; of disease of chest, 209. 
Physiognomy of disease, 49. 
Physiology, uses of, 25. 
Pia mater, inflammation of, 171. 
Pictonum, colica, 93. 

Pityriasis, 421 ; capitis, 421 ; versicolor, 427. 

Plan of investigation of general state, 37, 45; of various organs, 141. 
Plethora, hemorrhage in, 104, 107 ; with reference to stomach, 339. 
Pleura, Adherent, 265; Air in, 266 ; Chronic thickening of, 227 ; Effusion of lymph 
in, 262 ; of serum, 224, 241 ; Friction in, 235 ; Passive effusion in, 241 264 • 
Pus in, 264. 
Pleurisy, 262; dulness of, 232; friction in, 262; Complicated with bronchitis, 
264 ; with hepatitis, 362 ; with pericarditis, 303 ; with peritonitis, 354 ; with 
phthisis, 265, 280; with pneumonia, 221, 264; General symptoms, 262; In- 
jury a cause of, 265; Simulated by pleurodynia, 265. 
Pleurodynia, 265. 

Pleuro-pneumonia, 261, 264; auscultatory signs, 224, 241; with hepatitis 362 
Pneumonia, 258 ; fine crepitation, 236, 243 ; Chronic, 261, 280 ; in Childhood, 284 
Complicated with fever, 65, 261 ; with pleurisy, 264 ; with tubercles,' 279 
Distinguished from bronchitis, 269; from phthisis in upper lobe 237' 260 • 
General symptoms, 268; delirium, 150, 262; haemoptysis, 107 ; 'sputa, 208' 
260; Pyajmic, 253; Terminating in abscess, 261. 
Pneumothorax, 266; Auscultation, 220, 225; metallic tinkling, 242- percussion 
wooden tone of, 216, 218; succussion, 242; Causes, 266, 268; Distinguished 
from emphysema, 267 ; General symptoms, 266. 
Poisoning, 87; Blood, 118; Gaseous, 90; Irritant, 88: causing hemorrhage 108- 
effects on stomach, 334; Lead, 93; drop-wrist without, 195; Narcotic and 
sedative, 89; coma of, 147 ; Slow, 90; painter's colic, a form of 93 
Polypus of Nose, 105; of Uterus, 409; hemorrhage from, 111 
Pompholyx, 425. 

Porrigo favosa, 426 ; decalvans, 419, 426. 

Position of patient, 46 ; in bed, 50, 56 ; in chest-disease, 207 ; in heart-disease 
66; in paralysis, 57; of pain in peritonitis, 51, 354; prone, 56; in prostra- 
tion, 50; in rheumatic fever, 51. 
Posture of patient, 46; bent, 57; erect, 51; horizontal with reference to pain in 

Sj ' L f mi - erect > especially in heart-disease, 207; expressing pain in 
abdomen, 355. s r 

Power, loss of, in hysteria, 137 ; in paralysis, 187 ; in rheumatism, 77 
Pregnancy, amenorrhoea of, 406 ; menstruation in, 404 ; symptoms of, 404 ; tubal, 

404; with albuminuria, 392; Kiesteine in urine of, 399. 
Prolapsus uteri, 409; of vagina involving bladder, 410. 
Prostate gland, disease of, 110. 
Prurigo, 419; podicis, 420; pudendi, 420. 
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Psoas abscess, 126. 

Psoriasis, 420. 

Ptosis, 163. 

Puerperal fever, 353 ; peritonitis, 354. 

Pulmonary artery, murmurs in, 298. 

Pulsation, abdominal, 316; of tumors, 131; direction of, 315. 

Pulse, characters of, 46 ; Irregular, 288 ; Intermittent, 289 ; Special indications, 
53 ; in chest-disease, 206 ; in heart-disease, 310 ; in hydrocephalus, 168 ; Un- 
even, 288. 

Pupil, action of, in disease, 157; condition in apoplexy, 176. 

Purpura, 112; with haemoptysis, 107; with haematemesis, 109; with hematuria, 
110; with intestinal hemorrhage, 110. 

Purring murmur, 290. 

Pus in abdomen, 126, 356; in Blood, 118, 317; in Thorax, 126, 264; in Urine, 
389, 395 ; its chemical relations, 377 ; microscopic appearances, 378. 

Pyaemia, 317; Associated with pneumonia, 259; with purpura, 112; with suppu- 
rative phlebitis, 118; Distinguished from gout, 84; from rheumatism, 79; 
Resemblance to glanders, 92. 

Pyelitis, 389. 

Pylorus, stricture of, 332 ; cancerous, 333. 

Pyrexia, idiopathic and symptomatic, 59. 

Pyrosis, 339. 

Quackery, language of, in exaggeration, 406 ; in imagination, 409 ; in unfavorable 
opinion, 241 ; in ulceration of uterus, 410; Success of, based on faulty diag- 
nosis, 33 ; on false prognosis, 85. 

Quinsy, 322 ; with laryngitis, 354. 

Rachitis, 414 

Rational medicine, 30. 

Reduplication of heart's sounds, 254. 

Rectum, scirrhus of, 133, 345. 

Reflection, faculty of, as an indication of disease, 145. 

Regions, examination of, 141. 

Region of the chest, Modified sounds in, 215; the clavicular, 215; the posterior 
and lateral, 224 ; Superadded sounds Id, 234 ; the clavicular, 236 ; the poste- 
rior and lateral, 241. 

Regurgitant murmurs, 290. 

Remedies, selection of, 37. 

Remittent fever, 67. 

Resistance, a test of paralysis, 187. 

Resonance of Bowel in ascites, 101; in examination of abdomen, 329; in ovarian 
dropsy, 402 ; in chronic peritonitis, 357 ; in tympanites, 104, 351 ; of Chest, 
211 • excessive, in emphysema, 271 ; in pneumothorax, 266; modifications of, 
215; of Voice, 212 ; in early consolidation, 219 ; modifications of, 215 ; sego- 
phony, 224. See Auscultation and Percussion. 

Respiration, characters of, indicating disease, 208; healthy, 212 ; modifications of, 
215. See Auscultation. 

Respiratory organs, diseases of, 252; general examination, 143; general symp- 
toms, 206. See Lungs. 

Rheumatism, 77; Acute, 78; in Children, 78; Chorea in, 139; Chronic, 81 ; De- 
lirium i'n, 151; Fibrous, 80; Gonorrhoeal, 80; Heart, inflammation of, 304; 
Intercostal, 265; Joint-disease in relation to, 413; Muscular, 81, 203; Pyae- 
mia, distinguished from, 120 ; Subacute, 79 ; Synovial, 80 ; Urine in, 397. 

Rheumatic gout, 85. 

Rhythm of breath-sounds, 214; of heart-sounds, 291. 

Rib, fracture of, causing pleurisy, 265. 

Rickets 414 

Rigor, 59; in inflammation of brain, 170; in pleurisy, 263 

Ringworm, so-called, a lichen, 419 ; herpes, 422 ; favus, 426. 

Roseola, 417. 

Rupia, 425. 
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Sarcina venteiculi, 385 ; alkaline urine witb, 373 ; phosphate with, 398. 

Scabies, 423. 

Scalp, tumors of, 129. 

Scarlatina, 73; Albuminuria of, 387, 392; Dropsy of, 99; with hsematuria, 110; 
its peculiar tension, 49 ; Sore-throat of, 322. 

Sciatica, 261 ; a form of rheumatism, 82. 

Scirrhus, 133; of Liver, 365; of Lungs, 281 ; of Pancreas, 133, 369; of Rectum, 
345; of Stomach, 131, 332; hsematemesis in, 108; of Uterus, 413. 

Scrofula, 121. 

Scrofulous Abscess, 430; following on mumps, 324; Enlargements, 129; Inflam- 
mation of brain, 166; delirium of, 152; Ulcer, 430; in throat, 323. 

Scurvy, 112; hsematemesis in, 108. 

Semeiology, 25 ; of abdominal inflammation, 341 ; of the brain, 144 ; special indi- 
cations, 53. 

Sensation, altered, in disease of brain, 156 ; loss of, anaesthesia, 187. 

Sensations of patient, 46, 52; in cholera, 69; in disease of chest, 207; of pain, 
exaggerated, 135; mistaken for loss of power, 414 ; hT~disease of abdomen, 
327 ; in disease of stomach, errors from, 336 ; unusual, 57. 

Senses, special affection of, 157. 

Sensibility, alterations of, 156; loss of, 187. 

Sequence of phenomena, 42. 

Serum, effusion of, 125; in dropsy, 98; in the pericardium, 288, 302; in perito- 
neum, 100; in pleura, 224, 264; in ventricles of brain, 147, 166. 

Sexual organs in nervous disorders, 182. 

Shingles, 422. 

Sibilant sounds in lungs, 235. 

Simulation of epilepsy, 178; of paralysis, 188; of partial loss of power, 196; 
especially recognized by the gait, 195. 

Sight, alterations in, 157; perversions of, 158. 

Skin, Blue color of, in cholera, 69 ; Bronzed, 429 ; Cancer of, 431 ; Condition of, 
in reference to general state, 46; to cellular inflammation, 431 ; to phthisis, 
124; to tubercular peritonitis, 358; to rheumatic fever, 78; Contagion of 
disease of, 433; Difficulties of diagnosis, 416; Discolorations of, 428 ; Diseases 
of, 416; Endemial diseases of, 431 ; in Eruptive fevers, characters of eruptions 
on, 73; Erythema of, 417 ; Papular eruptions of, 419 ; Pustular eruptions of, 
423; Scrofula, eruptions in, 121, 430; Scrofulous ulcer of, 430; Squamous 
diseases of, 420; Suppuration of, in pyemia, 119; Symptoms associated with 
disease of, 432; Tenderness of, in hysteria, 137; Tubercle of, 427; Vesicular 
eruptions of, 421. 

Skull, fracture of, 146 

Smallpox, 74. 

Solids and fluids, relation of, in the chest, 212. 

Sonorous sounds in lungs, 235 ; in pneumonia, 259 ; in bronchitis, 268. 

Sore-throat, 322 ; its importance in laryngitis. 253 ; in scarlatina, 72. 

Sounds, Breath and Voice, modifications of, 213 ; and of percussion-resonance, 202; 
deductions, 211 ; Superadded, 213 ; continuous, 235 ; interrupted, 234 ; their 
teaching, 249; of the Heart, 290; modifications of normal, 291 : morbid, 290; 
of Percussion, 211; of respiration, 212. See Auscultation and Percussion. 

Spansemia, 114. • 

Spasm, 161; of asthma, 273; in chorea, 139; in disease of cord, 184; hysterical, 
139; with paralysis, 188, 194; of oesophagus, 331 ; in tetanus, 138. 

Spectra, ocular, 158. 

Speculum, uses of, 412 ; abuse of, 33; injury from, 412. 

Spermatorrhoea, 182; effect of on urine, 373. 

Spermatozoa in urine, 379. 

Spinal cord, apoplexy of, 193; atrophy, 192; chronic disease, 185; inflammation, 
184, 192; paraplegia from, 191; tumor of, 193. 

Spinal curvature interfering with auscultation, 211 ; in relation to paralysis, 190. 

Spinal irritation, 185, 203. 

Spinal neuralgia, 203; distinguished from inflammation, 184. 

Spine, caries of, associated with disease of cord, 184; with lumbar abscess, 126; 
with paraplegia, 192; Distinguished from hysteria, 204; from rheumatism, 83. 

Spleen, diseases of, 369; enlargement, as a tumor, 137; hsematemesis from, 110. 
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Spots in fever, 63. 

Sputa, characters of, 208. 

Starvation a cause of anaemia, 114. 
Stethoscope, how applicable, 213. 

Stomach, Dilatation of, 335; simulating ascites, 335; from stricture of pylorus, 
332; Diseases of, 330; Distension, 338; Dyspepsia, 335; Effect of irritant 
poisons on, 334 ; Faulty secretion, 338 ; Fermentation and sarcina, 335 ; Func- 
tional disorders, 335 ; Gout in, 340 ; Hemorrhage from, 107 ; its characters, 
334; in scirrhus, 108; Hypersemia of, 338; Inflammation of, 334; Irritation 
of, 337 ; sympathetic, 335 ; Organic diseases of, 332 ; Rupture of, causing 
peritonitis, 353; resembling poisoning, 88; Scirrhus, 131, 333; the common 
form of cancer of, 133; Stricture of pylorus, 332; Theories of patient, 336; 
Ulceration, 334. 

Strabismus, caused by paralysis, 163 ; by spasm, 162; in childhood, 196; mode 
of determining its duration, 188. 

Stricture of intestine, 345 ; of oesophagus, 331 ; of pylorus, 332 ; of urethra as a 
cause of cystitis, 395. 

Strongylus gigas, 96. 

Strophulus, 419. 

Struma, 121, 129. 

Strumous diathesis in inflammation of brain, 166. See Scrofulous. 

Strychnia, poisoning by, 90, 92; convulsions in, 139; its relation to hydrophobia, 92. 

Student, advice to, in auscultation of the chest, 210, 213; of the heart, 286; in 
examination of urine, 372, 378 ; definite course of inquiry recommended, 36, 
141 ; how to form a correct opinion, 29, 58, 222 ; outline of clinical notes for, 
vii. ; warning against pathognomonic signs, 27, 215. 

Stupor, or partial coma, 147. 

St. Vitus's dance, 138. 

Subjective phenomena, 36, 45. 

Subsultus, 161. 

Succussion, sound of, 235 ; in hydro-pneumothorax, 267. 

Sugar in urine, tests of, 384. 

Suppuration, 128; causing inflammation of brain, 165; in hydatid cyst, 363; in 
kidney, 387; in liver, 362; in peritoneum, 356; in pleurisy, 264; in pneu- 
monia, 261 ; rigor of, 119; resembling ague, 75; resembling gout, 84; resem- 
bling rheumatism, 79; scrofulous, 126, 430; secondary, 118; in veins, causing 
pyaemia, 118. 

Sycosis, 421. 

Sympathetic affections in dyspepsia, 331 ; pains, 199; in disease of abdomen, 327. 

Symptomatology. See Semeiology. 

Symptoms, Arrangement of, 35 ; Complex character of, 30 ; Duration, 42 ; Gene- 
ral, 45; of disease of abdomen, 326; of brain, 144; of chest, 205; of regions 
and organs, 141 ; Sequence of, 42; Special, 53 ; derived from urine, 371 ; in- 
dicating disease in other organs, 396 ; hysterical, falsely referred to uterus, 
411 ; sympathetic, excited by dyspepsia, 331. For other symptoms, see Diseases. 
Subdivisions of, 45 ; Theory of, true, 29 ; false, 52, 336 ; Variations, 27. 

Synovitis, 80. .... 

Syphilis, 91 ; congenital, 429 ; laryngitis from, 255 ; nodes of, 414 ; periostitis 
from, 414 ; in rheumatism, 83 ; skin diseases of, 428, 431 ; ulceration of fauces 
from! 324.' 

System, necessity of, 36, 142. 

Systolic murmurs at apex, 297 ; at base, 297. 

Table of chemical relations of urine, 385 ; of clinical notes, vii. ; of diseases, 39 ; 

of general symptoms, 45 ; of special indications, 53. 
Tabes mesenterica, 122. 
Taenia, 95. 

Teething, diarrhoea of, 347. 

Tenderness, general, 157. ,,..-„ e nco 

Tetanus 138 : analogy to hydrophobia, 92 ; spasms of, 162. 
Thtnrv of disease 25, 32 ; true, 30; false, 52; of patient, 336; of Production of 

Mood-murmurs, 116; of valvular murmurs, 226, 308; of Relation of ausculta- 
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tion and percussion to solids and fluids, 209 ; of Teaching of auscultation, 214: 
by modified sounds, 229 ; by superadded sounds, 250. 

Thirst, as a symptom, 48 ; special indications from, 55. 

Thorax, alterations of form in, 210; aneurism in, 315; cancer in, 133; examina- 
tion of, 205; of fluids and solids, relation in, 213; general indications of dis- 
ease in, 143; mobility of, 210; morbid growths in, 129, 133; symmetry of, 
210; tumors in, 280 ; their auscultatory signs, 224. See Auscultation and Per- 
cussion. 

Throat, sore, 322 ; its importance in laryngitis, 253 ; in scarlatina, 72. 

Thrush, 321. 

Thymus gland in false croup, 257. 

Tic-douloureux, 200. 

Tinnitus Aurium, 145. 

" To and fro" sound, 290, 292. 

Tobacco, dyspepsia of, 340. 

Tongue, state of, 47; special indications from, 54; aphthfe and ulceration, 321 ; 
inflammation of, 321 ; indications from, in disease of abdomen, 327. 

Tonsils, enlarged, 327. 

Tracheitis. See Croup. 

Tracheotomy, when justifiable, 257; when injurious, 2G1. 

Trades, effects of, 42. 

Transmission of disease, hereditary, 124. 

Ti-emor, 161 ; of delirium tremens, 139; of mercurial poisoning, 194. 

Trichina spiralis, 96. 

Trichocephalus dispar, 96. 

Tricuspid valve, murmur in, 297 ; regurgitation, 309. 

Tubercles in Abdomen, 122; in Brain, 125, 169; in Lungs, 124; at base. 246, 278: 
in relation to pneumonia, 260 ; to bronchitis, 270 ; disseminated, 278 ; in the 
Peritoneum, 124. See Phthisis. Of the Skin, 427. 

Tubercular Diathesis, 121 ; Inflammation of brain, 167; delirium of, 152; Laryn- 
gitis, 255 ; Ulceration of bowels, 349. 

Tuberculization of lung tissue, 230. 

Tuberculosis, acute, 226, 243. 

Tumors, Abdominal, 130, 358; distinguished from aneurism, 317; palpation and 
percussion of, 329 ; peritonitis from, 357 ; in Brain, 191 ; Cancerous, 132 ; 
Characters of, 131 ; Fatty, 135; Locality of, 126; (Edema from, 131, 281; of 
Ovaries, 396; Paralysis from, 195; Pulsating, 131; Thoracic, 129: ausculta- 
tory phenomena in, 216, 224, 228; characters of, 280; simulating laryngitis, 
255; of uterus, 409 ; Varieties of, 132. 

Tympanites, 351 ; with ascites, 104. 

Tympanitic resonance of chest, 285, 293 ; in pleurisy, 264 ; in pneumothorax, 267. 

Typhoid fever, 64, 67. 

Typhus, 64, 67; petechise in, 112; urine of, 397. 

Ulceration of Bowels, 349; of colon, 349; in diarrhoea, 347; in fever, 65; with 
hemorrhage, 113; with peritonitis, 352; of Fauces, 323; of Larynx, 255; 
Scrofulous, 121, 430; of Stomach, 334; with hcematemesis, 108; of Tongue, 
321. 

Unconsciousness, 147; with delirium, 148. 

Undulatory movement of heart, 288 ; in pericardium, 302. 

Urea in the blood, 148, 177, 400; excess of, in the urine, 399 ; tests for, 385. 

Uric acid in Gout, 86; in the urine, 397; chemical characters, 376; microscopic 
appearance, 380; with oxalate of lime, 399. 

Urinary organs, diseases of, 387. 

Urine, Acidity of, 372, 398 ; Albumen in, 390 ; with blood, 393 ; with pus, 394 ; tests 
for, 382. See Albuminuria. Alkalescence of, 373, 398 ; Analysis of, 372 ; Ap- 
pearance of, 374 ; Bile in, 375 ; Blood in, 109, 375 ; influence of alkali on, 110 ; 
Blood-globules, 379 ; Chemical tests, 372 ; Chylous, 399 ; Color of, 374, 375 ; 
Diabetic, 396 ; in Disease of other organs, 398 ; in Dyspepsia, 373, 397 ; Epi- 
thelium in, 380; in Fever, 398; in Functional disorders of kidney, 396; Gene- 
ral Characters, 48, 54; in Hysteria, 137; Lithates in. 376, 396; Opacity of, 
375; Oxalates in, 379. 399; Phosphates, 376, 380. 396; Pus in, 377; Pus 
and mucus globules, 379; in Rheumatism, 78; in Scarlatina, 74; Sediments, 
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3i6; their chemical characters, 376; their microscopic appearances, 378; 
Spermatozoa in, 379; Sugar in, 384; Suppression of, 390; Table of chemical 
relations, 385 ; Transparency of, 374 ; Triple phosphate in, 379 ; Urates, 376; 
_ Uric Acid, 377, 379 ; Vibriones, 379 ; Water, excess of, 396. 

Urinometer, 374. 

Urticaria, 418. 

Uterine functions in relation to hysteria, 136 ; examination, when called for, 411 ; 
new nosology, errors of, 411 ; sp6cialite\ evils of, 406. 

Uterus, Cancer of, 133, 411 ; Congestion of, 410; Diseases of, 406; Displacement 
of, 409; Distended with fluid, 103, 403; Hemorrhage from, 111; Inflamma- 
tion of, 353, 411 ; Peritonitis connected with, 353, 355; Polypus of, 409 ; Pro- 
lapsus of, 409 ; Puerperal fever from, 353 ; Tumors of, 408 ; Ulceration of, 
410. 

Uvula, elongated, 323 ; as a cause of cough, 331. 

Vagina, cancer of, 133 ; discharges from, 408. 

Vaginitis in children, 408. 

Valves of the heart, their Action, 295, 308; Disease of, 307; aortic, 312; mitral, 

312 ; General indications, 310 ; Hypertrophy with, 310 ; Imperfect action, 308, 

310; Murmurs caused by, 294; the Pulse in, 310. 
Valvular lesion, 307 ; murmurs distinguished from anaemic, 298 ; from endocarditis, 

305. See 3Iurmurs. 
Varioloid eruptions, 74 ; distinguished from pyaemia, 120. 
Vegetable parasites, 426. 

Vegetations in heart producing apoplexy, 177. 
Veins, Diseases of, 317; murmurs in, 117; Occlusion of, 319; causing anasarca, 

100 ; ascites, 104 ; local oedema, 100; relief by anastomosis, 319. 
Vertigo, 160. 

Vesicular murmur of respiration, 212. 
Vibriones in uriue, 379. 

Vicarious hemorrhages, 107, 110; menstruation, 108. 
Virus, animal, 91. 

Vision, alteration in organs of, 157; perversions of, 158. 
Voice, Affections of, 124; Loss of, 255; Method of observation, 223; Resonance 

of voice, 212; modified in disease, 214; aegophony, 224; amphoric, 217; 

brassy, 224. 231; in early phthisis, 219; in advancing phthisis, 276; in em- 
physema, 271 ; in pleurisy, 262 ; in pneumonia, 258 ; in pneumothorax, 267 ; 

rationale of modifications, 214. See Auscultation. 
Vomica in lungs, 219 ; cracked-pot sound from, 233. 
Vomit, black. 108. 
Vomiting in dilatation of stomach, 335; in disease of brain, 170; in hooping-cough, 

282; in stricture of pylorus, 332; of Blood, 108; Grumous, 332; Stercora- 

ceous, 343, 345. 

White-leg, 319; phlebitis in, not suppurative, 118. 

Whooping-cough. See Hooping-Cough. 

Worms, intestinal, 95 ; with chorea, 139; with disordered bowels, 350. 

Yellow Fever, black vomit in, 108. 




«t,~™ BLAXCIIARI) & LEA'S 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

The greatly enhanced cost of materials and labor has at length obliged us to 
make a small increase in the price of some of our books, and we have been forced 
in a tew instances to change the style of binding from leather to cloth, in conse- 
quence of the increased difficulty of procuring a full supply of the superior quality 
of eather which we require for our publications. We have made these changes 
with reluctance, and can only hope that we may not be forced to further modifi- 
cations by a continued increase of cost. 

For the present, therefore, the prices on this Catalogue are those at which our 
books can generally be furnished by booksellers, who can readily procure for their 
customers any which they may not have on hand. Where access to bookstores 
is not convenient, we will forward them at these prices, free by mail, to any post 
office m the United States. In all cases the amount must accompany the order, 
as we open accounts only with dealers ; we assume no risks of the mail, either on 
the money or the books, and we can supply nothing but our own publications. 
Gentlemen desirous of purchasing will, therefore, find it more advantageous to 
deal with the nearest bookseller whenever practicable, or to send orders through 
. their merchants visiting the larger cities. BLANCHARD & LEA. 

Philadelphia, April, 1864. 

%* We have recently issued an Illustrated Catalogue of Medical and Sci- 
entific Publications, forming an octavo pamphlet of 80 large pages, containing 
specimens of illustrations, notices of the medical press, &c. &c. It has been pre- 
pared without regard to expense, and will be found one of the handsomest speci- 
mens of typographical execution as yet presented in this country. Copies will be 
6ent to any address, by mail, free of postage, on receipt of nine cents in stamps. 

Catalogues of our numerous publications in miscellaneous and educational litera- 
ture forwarded on application. 

I3T The attention of physicians is especially solicited to the following important new works 
and new editions, just issued or nearly ready : — 

Bowman's Medical Chemistry, a new edition, Seepage 4 



Bowman's Practical Chemistry, a new edition, 
Bennett on the Uterus, sixth edition, .... 
Bumstead on Venereal, second edition, 
Barclay on Medical Diagnosis, third edition, 

Biande and Taylor's Chemistry, 

Dalton's Human Physiology, 3d edition, 
Dunglison's Medical Dictionary, a revised edition, 

Elli.>' Formulary, new edition, 

E rich sen's System of Surgery, a revised edition, 

Flint on the Heart, 

Gioss's System of Surgery, second edition,. 
Gray's Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical, 2d edition, 
Hamilton on Fractures and Dislocations, second edition, 
Hodge's Obstetrics, ... . . . . 

Meigs' Obstetrics, fourth edition, .... 

Parrish's Practical Pharmacy, a new edition, 
Stille's Therapeutics and Materia Medica, . 

Simpson on Diseases of Women, 

Salter on Asthma 

Sargent's Minor Surgery, new edition, 
Watson's Practice of Physic, . . 

Wilson on the Skin, filth edition, 

West on Diseases of Women, second edition, 
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NO INCREASE OE PRICE. 

TWO MEDICAL PERIODICALS, FREE OF POSTAGE, 

Containing al»out Fifteen Hundred large octavo pages, 

FOR FIVE DOLLAUS PER ANJXJJM. 

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES, subject 
to postage, when not paid for in advance, $5 00 

THE MEDICAL NEWS AND LIBRARY, invariably in advance, - -100 
or both .periodicals mailed, free of postage (as loDg as the existing 
rates are maintained), to any post-office in the United States, for Five 
Dollars remitted in advance. 
1 
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It will be observed that notwithstanding the great increase in the cost of production, the subscrip- 
tion price has been maintained at the termer very moderate rate, which has long rendered them 
among the 

CHEAPEST OF AMERICAN MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 

The publishers trust that this course will be responded to by the profession in a liberal increase 
to the subscription list. 

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL "uF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES, 

Edited by ISAAC HAYS, M. D., 

is published Quarterly, on the first ot January, April, July, and October. Each number contains 
about two hundred and seventy large octavo pages, handsomely and appropriately illustrated, 
wherever necessary. It has now been issued regularly for more than forty years, and it has been 
under the control of the present editor lor more than a quarter of a century. Throughout this 
long period, it has maintained its position in the highest rank of medical periodicals both at home 
and abroad, and has received the cordial support of the entire profession in this country. 'Its list of 
Collaborators will be found to contain a large number of the most distinguished names of the pro- 
fession in every section of the United States, rendering the department devoted to 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 

lull of varied and important matter, of great interest to all practitioners. 

As the aim of the Journal, however, is to combine the advantages presented by all the different 
varieties of periodicals, in its 

REVIEW DEPARTMENT 

will he found extended and impartial reviews of all important new works, presenting subjects of 
aovelty and interest, together with very numerous 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES, 

including nearly all the medical publications ot the day, both in this country and Great Britain, witk 
a choice selection of the more important continental works. This is followed by the 

QUARTERLY SUMMARY, 

being a very full and complete abstract, methodically arranged, of the 

IMPROVEMENTS AND DISCOVERIES IN THE MEDICAL SCIENCES. 

This department of the Journal, so important to the practising physician, is the object ot especial 
care on the part of the editor. It is classified and arranged under different heads, thus facilitating 
the researches of the reader in pursuit of particular subjects, and will be found to present a very 
full and accurate digest of all observations, discoveries, and inventions recorded in every branch of 
medical science. The very extensive arrangements of the publishers are such as to afford to the 
editor complete materials for this purpose, as he not only regularly receives 

ALL THE AMERICAN MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS, 

out also twenty or thirty of the more important Journals issued in Great Britain and on the Conti- 
nent, thus enabling him to present in a convenient compass a thorough and complete abstract of 
everything interesting or important to the physician occurring in any part of the civilized world. 

To their old subscribers, many of whom have been on their list for twenty or thirty years the 
publishers feel that no promises for ufe future are necessary; but those who may desire for the 
first time to subscribe, can rest assured that no exertion will be spared to maintain the Journal in 
the high position which it has occupied for so long a period. 

By reference to the terms it will be seen that, in addition to this large amount of valuable and 
practical information on every branch of medical science, the subscriber, by paying in advance 
becomes entitled, without further charge, to 

THE MEDICAL NEWS AND LIBRARY, 

a monthly periodical of thirty-two large octavo pages. Its "News Department" pre«ent«the 
current information oi the day, while the •• Library Department" is devoted to presenting stand- 
ard works on various branches of meticme. Within a few years, subscribers have thus received, 
without expense many works of the highest character and practical value, such as « Watson's 
■Viir 011 ? 6 ' v ? a £ d B r ow , ma r n's Physiology," "Malgaigne's Surgery," "West on Children," 

West on Females Part I " " Habershon on the Alimentary Canal," " Simpson on Females," &c. 

The work selected for the year 1864, commencing in the number for January is 

CONSUMPTION; ITS EARLY AND REMEDIABLE STAGES. 

BY EDWARD SMITH, M. D., 

Assistant Physician to the Bronipton Consumption Hospital, &c. 
The special experience of the author in the treatment of this disease 'invests his work with a 
practical authority which cannot but render it satisfactory to subscribers. 

It will thus be seen that for the small sum of FIVE DOLLARS, paid in advance , the subscriber 
will obtain a Quarterly and a Monthly periodical, 

EMBRACING ABOUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED LARGE OCTAVO PAGES, 

Those subscribers who do not pay in advance will bear in mud that their subscription of Five 
Dollars will entitle them to the Journal only, without the News, and that they will be at the exnense 
of their own postage on the receipt of each number. The advantage of a remittance when order- 
ing the Journal will thus be apparent. <= vrutuoiucr 

Remittances of subscriptions can be mailed at our risk, when a certificate is taken from th- P™t 
roaster that the money is duly inclosed and forwarded. 

Address BLANCHARD & LEA, Pmiladk.pii Ia . 



AND SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS, 



ASHTON (T. J.), 

Surgeon to the Blenheim Dispensary, &c. 



^ ^ ^uigeon to me Blenheim Dispensary, &c. 

?Fn™A¥n?f ES ' INJURIES, AND MALFORMATIONS OF THE 

I nndon ,*,\\ii™ tr u ,' with rema, -l< s °n Habitual Constipation. From the third and enlarged 
rr,l?in! handsome illustrations. In one very beautifully printed octavo volume, 

ot about ^00 pages, extra cloth. $2 00. 

t!ie excellent advice given in the concluding para- 
graph above, would be to provide himself with a 
c >py of the book from which it has been taken, and 

.1:1: i.l_. i.~ :.._ : *;..., nn~ A « 'n,«.. 



The most complete one we possess. on the subject 
Medtco-Chirurgical Review s.u»jeci 

We are satisfied, after a careful examination of 
the volume and a comparison of ,t s content" with 
hose of its leading predecessor* and contemporaries 
that the best way for the reader to avail nirnself of 



ligently to con its instructive pages They may 
:cureto him mnya triumph and fervent blessing. — 
Am. Journal Med. Sciences. 



ALLEN (J. MJ, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy in the. Pennsylvania Medical College, &c. 

THE PRACTICAL ANATOMIST; or, The Student's Guide in the Dissecting- 

¥*? » -^ tb 266 lUustrall °»is- In one handsome royal 12mo. volume, of over 600 pages, extra 

cloth. $2 25. J ) c o > 



We believe it to be one of the most useful Works 
upon the subject ever written. It is handsomely 
.illustrated, well printed, and will be found of con- 
venient size for use in the dissecting-room. — Med. 
Examiner. 

However valuable may be the "Dissector's 
Guides" which we, of late, have had occasion to 



notice, we feel confident that the work of Dr. Allen 
is superior to any of them. We believe with the 
author, that none is so fully illustrated as this, aad 
the arrangement of the work is such as to facilitate 
the labors of the student. We most cordiilly re- 
commend it to their attention. — Western Lancet. 



ANATOivUCAl. atlas. 
By Professors H. H. Smith and W. E. Horner of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 1 vol. 8vo., extra cloth, with nearly 650 illustrations. %3T See Smith, p. 26. 

ABEL (F. A.), F.C.S. AND C. L. BLOXAM. 
HANDBOOK OF CHEMISTRY, Theoretical, Practical, and Technical; with a 
Recommendatory Preface by Dr. Hofmann. In one large octavo volume, extra cloth, of 662 
pages, with illustrations. $3 25. 

ASHWELL (SAMUEL), M.D., 

Obstetric Physician and Lecturer to Guy's Hospital, London. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN. 

Illustrated by Cases derived from Hospital and Private Practice. Third American, from the Third 
and revised London edition. In one octavo volume, extra cloth, of 528 pages. $3 00. 
The most useful practical work on the subject in | The most able, and certainly the most standard 
the English language. — Boston Med. and Surg, and practical, work on female diseases that we have 
Journal. \ yet seen. — Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

ARNOTT (NEILL), M. D. 
ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS; or Natural Philosophy, General and Medical. 

Written for universal use, in plain or non-technical language. A new edition, by Isaac Hats, 
M. U. Complete in one octavo volume, leather, of 484 pages, with about two hundred illustra 
tious. $2 50. 

BIRD (GOLD1NG), A. M., M . D., Ac. 
URINARY DEPOSITS : THEIR DIAGNOSIS, • PATHOLOGY, AND 

THERAPEUTICAL INDICATIONS. Edited by Edmund Lloyd Birkett, M. D. A new 
American, from the Ust and enlarged London edition. With eighty illustrations on wood. In one 
handsome octavo volume, of ajout 400 pages, extra cloth. $2 75. (J ust Ready.) 

to the extension and satisfactory employment of our 
therapeutic resources. In the preparation of this 
new tdition of his work, it is 00 vious that Dr. Gold- 



It can scarcely be necessary for us to say anything 
of the merits of this well-known Treatise, which so 
admirably brings into practical application the re- 
sults of those microscopical and chemical re- 
searches regarding the physiology and pathology 
of the urinary secretion, which have contributed so 
much to trie increase of our diagnostic powers, and 



ing Bird has spared no pains to render it a faithful 
representation of the present state of scientific 
knowledge on the subject it embraces. — British and 
Foreign Med.-Ckir. Review. 



BENNETT (J. HUGHES), M.D., F. R. 3. E., 

Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, &c. 

THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF PULMONARY TUBERCU- 
LOSIS and on the Local Medication of Pharyngeal and Laryngeal Diseases frequently mistaken 
for or associated with, Phthisis. One vol. 8vo.,extra cloth, with wood-cuts. pp. 130. $1 25. 

BARLOW (GEORGE H.), M. D. 

Physician to Guy's Hospital, London, &c. 

A MANUAL OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. With Additions by D. 

P rnmiF M D., author of "A Practical Treatise on Diseases of Children," &c. In one hand- 
some octavo volume, extra cloth, of over 600 pages. $2 75. 
w„ ,»,.n m mendB-r. Barlow'sManual in the warm- I found it clear, concise, practical, and sound.— Boi- 

..t^nn^aTa most valuable vade-mecum. We ton Med. and Surg. Journal. 

have had frequent occasion to consult it, and have | 
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BUDD (GEORGE), M. D., F. R. S., 

Professor of Medicine in King's College, London. 

ON DISEASES OP THE LIVER. Third American, from the third and 

enlarged London edition. In one very handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, with four beauti- 
fully colored plates, and numerous wood-cuts. pp. 500. $3 00. 



Has fairly established for itself a place among the 
elassical medical literature of England. — British 
and Foreign Medico-Chir. Review. 

Dr.Budd's Treatise on Diseases of the Liver is 
now a standard work in Medical literature, and dur- 
ing the intervals which have elapsed between the 
successive editions, the author has incorporated into 



the text the most striking novelties which have cha- 
racterized the recent progress of hepatic physiology 
<ind pathology: so that.although the si7e of the book 
is not perceptibly changed, the history of liver dis- 
eases is made more complete, and is kept upon a level 
with the progress of modern science. It is the best 
work on Diseases of the Liver in any language.— 
London Med. Times and Gazette. 



BUCKN1LL (J. C), M. D., and DANIEL H. TUKE, M . D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Devon Lunatic Asylum. Visiting Medical Officer to the York Retreat. 

A MANUAL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE;' containing the History, 

Nosology, Description, Statistics, Diag-nosis, Pathology, and Treatment of INSANITY. With 
a Plate. In or/e handsome octavo volume, of 536 page?, extra cloth. $3 00. 
The" increase ot mental disease in its various forms, and the difficult questions to which it is 
constantly giving rise, render the subject one of daily enhanced interest, requiring on the part of 
the physician a constantly greater familiarity with this, the most perplexing branch of his profes- 
sion. Yet until the appearance of the present volume there has been for some years no work ac- 
cessible in this country, presenting the results of recent investigations in the Diagnosis and Prog- 
nosis of Insanity, and the greatly improved methods of treatment which have done so much in 
alleviating the condition or restoring the health of the insane. 



BENNETT (HENRY), M.D. 
A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON INFLAMMATION OF THE UTERUS, 

ITS CERVIX AND APPENDAGES, and on its connection with Uterine Disease. Sixth 
American, from the fourih and revised English edition. In one octavo volume, of about 500 
pages, extra cloth. $3 50. [Just Ready.) 

BROWN (ISAAC BAKER), 

Surgeon- Accoucheur to St. Mary's Hospital, &c. 

ON SOME DISEASES OF WOMEN ADMITTING OF SURGICAL TREAT- 

MENT. With handsome illustrations. One vol. 8vo., extra cloth, pp. 276. $160. 

Mr. Brown has earned for himself a high reputa- 1 and merit the careful attention of every surgeoa- 
tion in the operative treatment of sundry diseases j accoucheur. — Association Journal. 
and injuries to which females are peculiarly subject. 
We can truly say of his work that it is an important 
addition to obstetrical literature. The operative 
suggestions and contrivances which Mr. Brown de- 
scribes, exhibit much practical sagacity and skill, 



We have no hesitation in recommending this book 
to t:«e careful attention of all surgeons who make 
female complaints a part of their study and practice. 
— Dublin Quarterly Journal. 



BOWMAN (JOHN EJ, M.D. 
PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF MEDICAL CHEMISTRY. Edited by C. 

L. Bloxam. Third American, from the fourth and revised English Edition. In one neat volume, 
royal 12mo., extra cloth wilhnumerous illustrations, pp.351. $175. (NowReady, May, 1863.) 

ject in view lucidly detailed and explained. And 
this new edition is not merely a reprint of the last. 
With a laudable desire to keep the book up to tne 
scientific mark of the present age, every improve- 
ment in analytical method has been introduced. In 
conclusion, we would only say that, familiar from 
long acquaintance with each page of the former 
issues of this little book, we gladly place beside 
them another presenting so many acceptable im- 
provements and additions.— Dublin Medical Press. 



Of this well-known handbook we may say that 
it retains all its old simplicity and clearness of ar- 
rangement and description, whilst it has received 
from the able edit jr those finishing touches which 
the progress of chemistry has rendtred necessary — 
London Med. Times and Gazette, Nov. 29, 1662. 

Nor is anything hutried over, anything shirked ; 
open the book where you will, you find the same 
careful treatmentof the subject manifested, ana the 
best process for the attainment of the particular ob- 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY, INCLUDING ANA- 
LYSIS. Third American, from the third and revised London edition. With numerous illus- 
trations. In one neat vol., royal 12mo., extra cloth. $175 (Just Ready.) 
This favorite litt'e manual has received a very thorough and careful revision at the hands of a 
competent editor, and will be found fully brought up to the present condition of chemical science. 
Many portions have been rewritten, the subjects of the blow-pipe and volumetric analysis have re- 
ceived special attention, and an additional chapter has been appended. Students of practical chem- 
istry will therefore find it, as heretofore, a most convenient and condensed text-book and guide in 
the operations of the laboratory. 



BEALE ON THE LAWS OF HEALTH IN RE- 
LATION TO MIND AND BODY. A Series of 
Letters from an old Practitioner to a Patient. In 
one volume, royal 12mo., extra cloth, pp. 296. 
80 cents. 

BUSHNAN'S PHYSIOLOGY OF ANIMAL AND 
VEGETABLE LIFE; a Popular Treatise on the 
Functions and Phenomena of Organic Life. In 
one handsome royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, 
with over 100 illustrations, pp.234. 80 cents. 



BUCKLER ON THE ETIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, 
AND TREATMENT OF FIBRO-BRONCHI- 
TIS AND RHEUMATIC PNEUMONIA. In 
one 8vo. volume, extra cloth, pp.150. $125. 

BLOOD AND URINE (MANUALS ONI BY 
JOHN WILLIAM GRIFFITH, G OWEN 
REESE, AND ALFRED MARKWICK. One 
thick volume, royal 12mo., extra cloth, with 
plates, pp. 460. $1 25. 

BRODIE'S CLINICAL LECTURES ON SUR- 
GERY. lvol.8vo. cloth. 350 pp. %Y 25. 
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BUMSTEAD (FREEMAN J ) M. D., 

Lecturer on Venereal Diseases at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, &c. 

THE PATHOLOGY Ai\D TREATMENT OF VENEREAL DISEASES, 

including the results of recent investigations upon the subject. Second edition, thoroughly re- 
vised &nd much improved. With illustrations on wood. In one very handsome octavo volume, 
of about 700 pages {Nearly Ready:) 
By far the most valuable contribution to this par- 
ticular branch of practice that has seen the light 
within the last score of years. His clear and accu- 
rate descriptions of the various forms of venereal 

disease, and especially the methods of treatment he 

proposes, are worthy of the highest encomium. In 

these respects it is better adapted for the assistance 

of the every-day practitioner than any other with 

which we are acquainted. In variety of methods 

proposed, in minuteness of direction, guided by care- 
ful discrimination of varying forms and eomphca 

tions, we write down the book as unsurpassed. It 

is a work which should be in tlie possession of every 

practitioner.— Chicago Bled. Journal. Nov. 1861. 

Tne foregoing admirable volume copies to us, em- 
bracing the whole subject of sy philology, resolving 

many a doubt, correcting and confirming many an 

entertained opinion, and in our estimation the best, 

completest, fullest monogiaph on this subject in our 

language. As far as the author's labors themselves 

are concerned, we feel it a duty to say that he has 

not only exhausted his subject, but he has presented 

to us, without the slightest hyperbole, the best di- 
gested treatise on these diseases in our language 

He has carried its literature down to the present 

moment, and has achieved his task in a manner 

which cannot but redound to his credit. — British 

American Journal, Oct. 1861. 
We believe this treatise will come to be regarded 

as high authority in this branch of medical practice, 

and we cordially commend it to the favorable notice 

of our brethren in the profession. For our own part, 

we candidly confess that we have received nany 

new ideas from its perusal, as well as modified many- 
views which we have long, and, as we now think. 

erroneously entertained on the subject of syphilis. 



To sum up all in a few words, this book isone which 
no practising physician or medical student can very 
well afford to do without. — American Med Times, 
Nov. 2, 1861. 

The whole work presents a complete history of 
venereal diseases, comprising much interesting and 
valuable material that has been spread through med- 
ical journals within the. last twenty years— the pe- 
riod of many experiments and investigations on the 
subject — the whole carefully digested by the aid of 
the author's extensive personal experience, and 
offeied to the profession in an admirable form, lis 
completeness is secured by good plates, which are 
especially full in the anatomy of the genital organs. 
We have examined it with great satisfaction, and 
congratulate the medical profession in America on 
the nationality of a work that may fairly be called 
original. — Berkshire Med. Journal, Dec lbOl. 

One thing, however, we are impelled to say, that 
we have met with no other book on syphilis, in the 
English language, which gave so full, clear, and 
impartial views of the important subjects on which 
it treats. We cannot, however, refrain from ex- 
pressing our satisfaction with the full and perspicu- 
ous manner in which the subject has been presented, 
and the careful attention to minute details, so use- 
ful — not to say indispensable — in a practical treatise. 
In conclusion, if we may be pardoned the use of a 
phrase now become stereotyped, bat which we here 
employ in all seriousness and sincerity, we do not 
hesitate to express the opinion that Dr. Bumstead's 
Treatise on Venereal Diseases is a " work without 
which no medical library will hereafter be consi- 
dered complete." — Boston Med. and Surg. Journal , 
Sept. 5, 1861. 



BARCLAY (A. W.), M. D., 

Assistant Physician to St. George's Hospital, &c. 

A MANUAL OF MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS; being an Analysis of the Signs 

and Symptoms of Disease. Third American from the second and revised London edition. In 
one neat octavo volume, extra cloth, of 451 pages. $3 25. (Just Ready.) 
The demand for a second edition of this work shows that the vacancy which it attempts to sup- 
ply has been recognized by the profession, and that the efforts of the author to meet the want have 
been successful. The revision which it has enjoyed will render it better adapted than before to 
afford assistance to the learner in the prosecution of his studies, and to the practitioner who requires 
a convenient and accessible manual for speedy reference in the exigencies of his daily duties. For 
this latter purpose its complete and extensive Index renders it especially valuable, offering facilities 
for immediately turning to any class of symptoms, or any variety of disease. 



The task of composing such a work is neither an 
easy nor a light one ; but Dr. Barclay has performed 
it in a manner which meets our most unqualified 
approbation. He is no mere theorist; he knows his 
work thoroughly, and in attempting to perform it, 
hasnot exceeded his powers.— British Med. Journal. 

We venture to predict that the work will be de- 
servedly popular, and soon become, like Watson's 
Practice, an indispensable necessity to the practi- 
tioner.— N. A. Med. Journal. 

An inestimable work of reference for the young 
practitioner and student.— Nashville Med. Journal. 



We hope the volume will have an extensive cir- 
culation, not among students of medicine only, but 
practitioners also. They will never regret a faith- 
ful study of its pages. — Cincinnati Lancet. 

An important acquisition to medical literature. 
It is a work of high merit, both from the vast im- 
portance of the subject upon which it treats, and 
also fiom the real ability displayed in f t« elabora- 
tion. In conclusion, let us bespeak for this volume 
that attention of every student of our art which it 
so richly deserves- that place in every medical 
library which it can so well ador a.- -Peninsular 
Medical Journal. 



BARTLETT (ELISHA), M. D. 

THE HISTORY DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT OF THE FEVERS 

OF THE UNITED STATES. A new and revised edition. By Alonzo Clark, M. D., Prof. 

nfParholoffv and Practical Medicine in the N. Y. College of Physicians and Surgeons, &c. In 

one ocUvo S volume, of « hundred pages, extra cloth. Price $3 00. 

in. « «rork of sreat practical value and interest, stood deservedly high since its first publication 
containing much that is new relative to the seyeraf 
dUea es of which it treats, and, with the ad, ■ ions 
of the editor, is fully up to the times. The distinct- 
ive features of the different forms of fever are plain I y 
and forcibly portrayed, and the lines of demarcation 
carefully aid accurately drawn, and to the Ameri- 
can nractitioner is a more valuable and safe guide 
than any work on fever extant.-OA.o Med. and 
Surg Journal. 

This excellent monograph on febrile disease, has 



It 

will be seen that it has now reached its fourth edi- 
tion under the supervision of Prof. A. Clark, a gen- 
tleman who, from the nature of his studies and pur- 
suits, is well calculated to appreciate and discuss 
the many intricate and difficult questions in patho- 
logy. His annotations add much to the interest of 
the work, and have brought it well up to the condi- 
tion of the science as it exists at the present day 
in regard to this class of diseases. — Southern Med. 
and Surg. Journal. 
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Of her Majesty's Mint, &c. 



and ALFRED S. TAYLOR, M. D., F. R. S. 

Professor of Chemistry ami Medical Jurisprudence in 
Guy'8 Hospital. 



CHEMISTRY. In one handsome 8vo. volume of 696 pages, extra cloth. $3 50. 

(Now Ready, May, 1863 ) 

"Having been engaged in teaching Chemistry in this Metropolis, the one for a period of forty, 
and the other for a period of thirty years, it has appeared to us that, in spite of the number of books 
already existing, there was room for an additional volume, which should be especially adapted for 
the use of students. In preparing such a volume for the press, we have endeavored to bear in 
mind, that the student in the present day has much to learn, and but a short time at his disposal for 
the acquisition of this learning." — Authors' Preface. 

In reprinting this volume, its passage through the press has been superintended by a competent 
chemist, who has sedulously endeavored to secure the accuracy so necessary in a work of this 
nature. No notes or additions have been introduced, but the publishers have been favored by the 
authors with some corrections and revisions of the first twenty-one chapters, which have been duly 
inserted. 

In so progressive a science as Chemistry, the latest work always has the advantage of presenting 
the subject as modified by the results of the latest investigations and discoveries. That this advan- 
tage has been made the most of, and that the work possesses superior attractions arising from its 
clearness, simplicity of style, and lucid arrangement, are manifested by the unanimous testimony 
of the English medical press. 

and left at the affectation, mysticism, and obscurity 
which pervade some late chemical treatises. Thus 
conceived, and worked out in the most sturdy, com- 
mon sense method, this book gives, in the clearest and 
most summary method possible, all the facts and doc- 
trines of chemistry, with more especial reference to 
the wants of the medical student. — London Medical 
Times and Gazette, Nov. 29, 1862. 

If we are not very much mistaken, this book will 
occupy a place which none has hitherto held among 
chemists ; for, by avoiding the errors of previous au- 
thors, we have a work which, for its size, is certainly 
the most perfect of any in the English language. 
There are several points to be noted in this volume 
which separate it widely from any of its compeers — 
its wide application, not to the medical student only, 
nor to the student in chemistry merely, but to every 
branch of science, art, or commerce which is iu any 
way connected with the domain of chemistry. — Lon- 
donMed. Review, Feb. 1S63. 



It needs no great sagacity to foretell that this book 
will be, literally, the Handbook in Chemistry of the 
student and practitioner. For clearness of language, 
accuracy of description, extent of information, and 
freedom from pedantry and mysticism of modern 
chemistry, no other text-book comes into competition 
with it. The result is a work which for fulness of 
matter, for lucidity of arrangement, for clearness of 
style, is as yet without a rival. And long will it be 
without a rival. For, although with the necessary 
advance of chemical knowledge addenda will be re- 
quired, there will be little to take away. The funda- 
mental excellences of the book will remain, preserv- 
ing it for years to come, what it now is, the best guide 
to the study of Chemistry yet given to the world. — 
London Lancet, Dec. 20, 1862. 

Most assuredly, time has not abated one whit of the 
fluency, the vigor, and the clearness with which they 
not only have composed the work before us, but have, 
so to say, cleared the ground for it, by hitting right 



BARWELL (RICHARD,) F- R. C. S., 

Assistant Surgeon Charing Cross Hospital, &c. 

A TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE JOINTS. Illustrated with engrav- 

ings on wood. In one very handsome octavo volume, of about 500 pages, extra cloth; $3 00. 



At the outset we may state that the work is 
worthy of much praise, and bears evidence of much 
thoughtful and careful inquiry, and here and there 
of no slight originality. We have already carntd 
this notice further than we intended to do, but not 
to the extent the work deserves. We can only add, 
that the perusal of it has afforded us great pleasure. 
The author has evidently worked very hard at his 
subject, and his investigations into the Physiology 
and Pathology of Joints have been carried on in a 
manner which entitles him to be listened to with 
attention and respect. We must not omit to men- 
tion the very admirable plates with which the vo- 
lume is enriched. We seldom meet with such strik- 



ing and faithful delineations of disease. — London 
Med. Times and Gazette, Feb. 9, 1861. 

This volume will be welcomed, as the record of 
much honest research and careful investigation into 
the nature and treatment of a most important class 
of disorders. We cannot conclude this notice of a 
valuable and useful book without calling attention 
to the amount of bond fide work it contains. Itisno 
slight matter for a volume to show laborious inves- 
tigation, and at the same time original thought, on 
the part of its author, whom we may congratulate 
on tne successful completion of his arduous task.— 
London Lancet, March 9, 1861. 



CARPENTER (WILLIAM B.), M. D., F. R. S., 8cc. 

Examiner in Physiology and Comparative Anatomy in the University of London 

THE MICROSCOPE AND ITS REVELATIONS. With an Appendix con- 
taming the Applications of the Microscope to Clinical Medicine, &c. By F. G. Smith M D 
Illustrated by four hundred and thirty-four beautiful engravings on wood. In one large and very- 
handsome octavo volume, of 724 pages, extra cloth, $4 50. 

The great importance of the microscope as a means of diagnosis, and the number of microsco- 
pists who are also physicians, have induced the American publishers, with the author's approval to 
add an Appendix, carefully prepared by Professor Smith, on the applications of the instrument' to 
clinical medicine, together with an account of American Microscopes, the ; r modifications and 
accessories. This portion of the work is illustrated with nearly one hundred wood-cuts and it is 
hoped, will adapt the volume more particularly to the use of the American student. 
Those who are acquainted with Dr. Carpenter's | The additions by Prof. Smith give it a positive 



previous writings on Animal and Vegetable Physio 
logy , will fully understand how vast a store of know 
ledge he is able to bring to bear upon so comprehen- 
sive a subject as the revelations of the microscope ; 
and even those who have no previous acquaintance 
with the construction or uses of this instrument, 
will find abundance of information conveyed in clear 
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claim upon the profession, for which we doubt not 
he will receive their sincere thanks. Indeed we 
know not where the student of medicine will 'find 
such a complete and satisfactory collection of micro- 
scopic facts bearing upon physiology and practical 
medicine as is contained in Prof. Smith's appendix ■ 
and this of itselt, it seems to us, is fully worth the 



win uuu ouunuauttui luiuimaiiuu nuuvcjcu iu near aiiu tins oi nsen, u seems to us, is fully worth tl 
and simple language.— Med. Times and Gazette. I cost of the volume.— Louisville Medical Review 
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CARPENTER (WILLIAM B.), M. D., F. R. S., 

Examiner in Physiology and Comparative Anatomy in the University of London. 

PRINCIPLES OP HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY; with their chief applications to 

psychology, Fat ho on, Therapeutics, Hygiene, and Forensic Medicine. A new American from 
the last and revised London edition. With nearly three hundred illustrations. Edited with addi- 
tions, by b Rancis Gurney Smith, M. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Pennsyl- 
vania Medical College, &c. In one very large and beautiful octavo volume, of about nine hundred 
l^rge pages, handsomely printed, extra cloth, $4 50 ; strongly bound in leather, with raised band* 



For upwards of thirteen years Dr. Carpenter's 
work has been considered by the profession gene- 
rally, both in this country and England, as the most 
valuable compendium on the subject of physiology 
in our language. This distinction it owes to the high 
attainments and unwearied industry of its accom- 
plished author. The present edition ( wh ich , like the 
last American one, was prepared by the author him- 
self), is the result of such extensive revision, that it 
may almost be considered a new work. We need 
hardly say, in concluding this brief notice, that while 
the work is indispensable to every student of medi- 
cine in this country, it will amply repay the practi- 
tioner for its perusal by the interest and value of its 
contents. — Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 

This is a standard work — the text-book used by all 
medical students who read the English language. 
It has passed through several editions in order to 
keep pace with the rapidly growing science of Phy- 
siology. Nothing need be said in its praise, for its 
merits are universally known; we have nothing to 
say of its defects, for they only appear where the 
science of which it treats is incomplete. — Western 
Lancet. 

The most complete exposition of physiology which 
any language can at present give. — Brit, and For. 
Med.-Chirurg. Review. ' 

The greatest, the most reliable, and the best book 
on the subject which we know of in the English 
language. — Stethoscope. 



To eulogize thisgreat work would be superfluous. 
We should observe, however, that in this edition 
the author has remodelled a large portion of the 
former, and the editor lias added much matter of in- 
terest, especially in the form of illustrations. W« 
may confidently recommend it as the most complete 

work on Human Physiology in our language 

Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 

The most complete work on the science in our 
language. — Am. Med. Journal. 

The most complete work now extant in our laa- 
guage. — N. O. Med. Register. 

The best text-book in the language on this ex- 
tensive subject. — London Med. Times. 

A complete cyclopaedia of this branch of science. 
—N. Y. Med. Times. 

The profession of this country, and perhaps also 
of Europe, have anxiously and for some time awaited 
the announcement of this new edition of Carpenter's 
Human Physiology. His former editions have for 
many years been almost the only text-book on Phy- 
siology in all our medical schools, and its circula- 
tion among the profession has been unsurpassed by 
any work in any department of medical science. 

It is quite unnecessary for us to speak of this 
work as its merits would justify. The mere an- 
nouncement of its appearance will afford the highest 
pleasure to every student of Physiology, while its 
perusal will be of infinite service in advancing 
physiological science.— Ohio Med. and Surg. Journ. 



BY THE SAME ATJTHOR. 

ELEMENTS (OR MANUAL) OP PHYSIOLOGY, INCLUDING PHYSIO- 

LOGICAL ANATOMY. Second American, from a new and revised London edition. With 
one hundred and ninety illustrations. la one very handsome octavo volume, leather, pp. 566. 
$3 00. 

In publishing the first edition of this work, its title was altered from that of the London volume, 
by the substitution of the word " Elements" for that of " Manual," and with the author's sanction 
the title of "Elements" is still retained as being more expressive of the scope of the treatise. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

PRINCIPLES OF COMPARATIVE PHYSIOLOGY. New American, from 

the Fourth and Revised London edition. In one large and handsome octavo volume, with over 
three hundred beautiful illustrations, pp. 752. Extra cloth, $5 25. 



This book should not only be read but thoroughly 
studied by every member of the profession. None 
are too wise or old, to be benefited thereby. But 
especially to the younger class would we cordially 
commend it as best fitted of any work in the English 
language to qualify them for the reception and com- 
prehension of those truths which are daily being de- 
veloped in physiology. — Medical Counsellor. 

Without pretending to it, it is an encyclopedia of 
the subject, accurate and complete in all respects — 
a truthful reflection of the advanced state at which 
the science has now arrived. — Dublin Quarterly 
Journal of Medical Science. 

A truly magnificent work— in itself a perfect phy- 
siological study. — Ranking'* Abstract. 

This work stands without its fellow. It is one 
few men in Europe could have undertaken ; it is one 



no man, we believe, could have brought to so suc- 
cessful an issue as Dr. Carpenter. It required for 
its production a physiologist at once deeply read in 
the labors of others, capable of taking a general, 
critical, and unprejudiced view of those labors, ana 
of combining the varied, heterogeneous materials at 
his disposal, so as to form an harmonious whole. 
We feel that this abstract can gi ve the reader a very 
imperfect idea of the fulness of this work, and no 
idea of its unity, of the admirable manner in which 
material has been brought, from the most various 
sources, to conduce to its completeness, of the lucid- 
ity of the reasoning it contains, or of the clearness 
of language in which the whole is clothed. Notthe 
profession only, but the scientific world at large, 
must feel deeply indebted to Dr. Carpenter for this 
great work. It must, indeed, add largely even to 
his high reputation. — Medical Times. 



BY the same author. (Preparing.) 

PRINCIPLES OF GENERAL PHYSIOLOGY, INCLUDING ORGANIC 

CHEMISTKY AND HISTOLOGY. With a General Sketch of the Vegetable and Animal 
Kingdom. In one large and very handsome octavo volume, with several hundred illustrations. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A PRIZE ESSAY ON THE USE OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS IN HEALTH 

AND DISEASE. New edition, with a Preface by D. F. Condie, M. D., and explanations «f 
scientific words. In one neat 12mo. volume, extra cloth, pp. 178. 50 cents. 
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CONDIE (D. F.), M. D., ice. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN. Fifth 

edition, revised and augmented. In one large volume, 8vo., extra cloth, of over 750 pages. $3 25. 
In presenting a new and revised edition of this favorite work, the publishers have only to state 
that the author has endeavored to render it in every respect "a complete and faithful exposition of 
the patlrology and therapeutics of the maladies incident to the earlier stages of existence — a full 
and exact account of the diseases of infancy and childhood." To accomplish this he has subjected 
the whole work to a careful and thorough revision, rewriting a considerable portion, and adding 
several new chapters. In this manner it is hoped that any deficiencies which may have previously 
existed have been supplied, that the recent labors of practitioners and observers have been tho- 
roughly incorporated, and that in every point the work will be found to maintain the high reputation 
it has enjoyed as a complete and thoroughly practical book of relerence in infantile affections. 
A few notices of previous editions are subjoined. 

Dr. Condie's scholarship, acumen, industry, and I We pronounced the first edition to be the best 
practical sense are manifested in this, as in all his work on the diseases of children in the English 
numerous contributions^to^science.— Dr. Holmes's language, and, notwithstanding all that has been 

published, we still regard it in that light.— Medical 
Examiner. 

The value of works by native authors on the dis- 
eases which the physician is called upon to combat, 
will be appreciated by all; ani the work of Dr. Con- 
die has gained for itself the character of a safe guide 
for students, and a useful work for consultation by 
those engaged in practice.— N. Y. Med. Times. 

This is the fourth edition of this deservedly popu- 
lar treatise. During the interval since the last edi- 
tion, it has been subjected to a thorough revision 
by the author; and all new observations in the 
pathology and therapeutics of children have been 
included in the present volume. As we said btfore, 



Report to the American Medical Association 

Taken as a whole, in our judgment, Dr. Condie's 
Treatise is the one from the perusal of which the 
practitioner in this country will rise with the great- 
est satisfaction.— Western Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery . 

One of the best works upon the Diseases of Chil- 
dren in the English language.— Western Lancet. 

We feel assured from actual experience that nc 
physician's library can be complete without a copy 
of this work.— N. Y. Journal of Medicine. 

A veritable paediatric encyclopaedia, and an honoi 

to American medical literature Ohio Medical and 

Surgical Journal. 

w , , , ... ^. we do not know of a better book on diseases of chil- 

weteel persuaded that the American medical pro- dren, and to a large part of its recommendations wo 
fession will soon regard it not only as a very good, yield an unhesitating concurrence.— Buffalo Med 
but as the very best "Practical Treatise on the Journal. 
Diseases of Children.' '-American Medical Journal I Perhaps the mogtfull a?d complete work now „,. 

wa 

supe- 

Transylvania Mid. 



«r-r"' —— — -**»' *un meaica, journal. Perhaps the most full and complete work now 
in the department of infantile therapeutics, the fore the profession of the United States; indeed, 
£■ w°vi , I' Cond J?. is considered one of the best may say in the English language. It is vastly su 
hicn has been punished in the English language, rior to most of its predecessors.— Transylvania Jk 
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CHRISTISON (ROBERT), M . D M V. P. R. S. E., &c. 
A DISPENSATORY; or, Commentary on the Pharmacopoeias of Great Britain 

and the United States ; comprising the Natural History, Description, Chemistry, Pharmacy, Ac- 
tions, Uses, and Doses of the Articles of the Materia Medica. Second edition, revised and im- 
proved, with a Supplement containing the most important New Remedies. With copious Addi- 
tions, and two hundred and thirteen large wood-engravings. By R. Eglesfeld Griffith, M D 
In one very large and handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of over 1000 pages. $3 50. 

COOPER (BRANSBY BJ, F. R. S. 
LECTURES ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SURGERY. 

In one very large octavo volume, extra cloth, of 750 pages. $3 00. 



COOPER ON DISLOCATIONS AND FRAC- 
TURES OF THE JOINTS.— Edited byBRANSBY 
B. Cooper, F. R. S., &c. With additional Ob- 
servations by Prof. J. C. Warren. A new Ame- 
rican edition. In one handsome octavo volume, 
extra cloth, of about 500 pages, with numerous 
illustrations on wood. $3 25. 

COOPER ON THE ANATOMY AND DISEASES 
OF THE BREAST, with twenty-five Miscellane- 
ous and Surgical Papers. One large volume, im- 
perial 8vo., extra cloth, with 252 figures, on 36 
plates. $2 50. 

COOPER ON THE STRUCTURE AND DIS- 
EASES OF THE TESTIS, AND ON THE 
THYMUS GLAND. One vol. imperial 8vo„ ex- 
tra cloth, with 177 figures on 29 plates. 82 00. 



COPLAND ON THE CAUSES, NATURE, AND 
TREATMENT OF PALSY AND APOPLEXY. 

In one volume, royal 12mo., extra cloth, pp. 326. 
80 cents. 

CLYMER ON FEVERS; THEIR DIAGNOSIS, 
PATHOLOGY, AND TREATMENT. In one 
octavo volume, leather, of 600 pages. $1 50. 

COLOMBAT DE L'ISERE ON THE DISEASES 
OF FEMALES, and on the special Hygiene of 
their Sex. Translated, with many Notes and Ad- 
ditions, by C. D. Meigs, M.D. Second edition, 
revised and improved. In one large volume, oc- 
tavo, leather, with numerous wood-cuts. pp. 720. 
$3 50. vv 



CARSON (JOSEPH), M. D., 

Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy in the University of Pennsylvania 

8 S?SSfo™dl C0 ?^? !? F LECTUEE * ON MATERIA* MEDICA 

SS^i^^irSS^.'^'iSSA re f v£r y in ania , ^h three. Lectures on 

{Now Ready.) $2 25. ' revised ' In one handsome octavo volume. 

CURLING (T. B.), F.R.S., 

Surgeon to the London Hospital, President of the Hunterian Society tec 

^iwwS^ Stum E S 0N MEASES OF THE TESTIS', SPERMA- 
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HNT tt™ r T ,T?^ I ^? HlLL FLEETWOOD), M. D., M. R. I. A. 
°2L5S,?5?9 R T AND PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY. A new American 




relTabl^ aid fn onnsnh»,f ^.u^ estabhshed favorite, both as a text-book for the learner and as a 
[n p«1 Jten Hon ,. ° n ^ ^P""«tf«H». that in presenting a new edition it is only necessary 

nf iwn rlvM?,^ k J h v ery extended improvements which it has received. Having had the benefit 
nlrlni ,^ aUth ° r SmCe the ^st American reprint, it has been materially enlarged, and 
f;T~ ^well-known conscientious industry is a guarantee that every portion has been tho- 
roughly brought up with the latest results of European investigation in all departments of the sci- 
ence and art of obstetrics. The recent date of the last Dublin edition has not left much of novelty 
or the American editor to introduce, but he has endeavored to insert whatever has since appeared, 
together wi h such matters as his experience has shown him would be desirable for the American 
student including a large number of illustrations. With the sanction of the author he has added 
in the form of an appendix, some chapters from a little "Manual for Midwives and Nurses," re- 
cently issued by Dr. Churchill, believing that the details there presented can hardly fail to prove of 
advantage to the junior practitioner. The result of all these aaditions is that the work now con- 
tains fully one-half more matter than the last American edition, with nearly one-half more illus- 
trations, so that notwithstanding the use of a smaller-type, the volume contains almost two hundred 
pages more than before. 

No effort has been spared to secure an improvement in the mechanical execution of the work 
equal to that which the text has received, and the volume is confidently presented as one of the 
handsomest that has thus far been laid before the American profession; while the very low price 
at which it is offered should secure for it a place in every lecture-room and on every office table. 



A better book in which to learn these important 
points we have not metthan Dr. Churchill's. Every 
page of it is full of instruction ; the opinion of all 
writers of authority is given on questions of diffi- 
culty, as well as the directions and advice of the 
learned author himself, to which he adds the result 
of statistical inquiry, putting statistics in their pro- 
per place and giving them tlieir due weight, and no 
more. We have never read a book more free from 
professional jealousy than Dr. Churchill's. It ap- 
pears to be written with the true design of a book on 
medicine, viz : to give all that is known on the sub- 
ject of which he treats, both theoretically and prac- 
tically, and to advance such opinions of his own as 
he believes will benefit medical science, and insure 
the safety of the patient. We have said enough to 
convey to the profession that this book of Dr. Chur- 
chill's is admirably suited for a book of reference 
for the practitioner, as well as a text-book for the 
student, and we hope it may be extensively pur- 
chased amongst our readers. To them we most 
strongly recommend it. — Dublin Medical Press. 

To bestow praise on a book that has received such 
marked approbation would be superfluous. We need 
only say, therefore, that if the first edition was 
thought worthy of a favorable reception by the 
medical public, we can confidently affirm that this 
will be found much more so. The lecturer, the 
practitioner, and the student, may all have recourse 
to its pages, and derive from their perusal much in- 
terest and instruction in everything relating to theo- 
retical and practical midwifery.— Dublin Quarterly 
Journal of Medical Science. 

A work of very great merit, and such as we can 
confidently recommend to the study of every obste- 
tric practitioner. — London Medical Gazette. 

Few treatises will be found better adapted as » 
text-book for the student, or as a manual for the 
frequent consultation of tlie young practitioner.— 
American Medical Journal. 



Were we reduced to the necessity of having but 
me work on midwifery, and permitted to choose, 
we would unhesitatingly take Churchill.— Western 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

It is impossible to conceive a more useful and 
jlegant manual than Dr. Churchill's Practice of 
Midwifery. — Provincial Medical Journal. 

Certainly, in our opinion, the very best work on 
he subject which exists. — N. Y. Annalist. 

No work holds a higher position, or is more de- 
serving of being placed in the hands of the tyro, 
the advanced student, or the practitioner. — Medical 
Examiner. 

Previous editions have been received with mark- 
ed favor, and they deserved it; but this, reprinted 
from a very late Dublin edition, carefully revised 
and brought up by the author to the present tame, 
does present an unusually accurate and able expo- 
sition of every important particular embraced in 
the department of midwifery. # # The clearness, 
directness, and precision of its teachings, together 
with the great amount of statistical research which 
its text exhibits, have served to place it already in 
the foremost rank of works in this department of re- 
medial science. — N. O. Med. and Surg. Journal. 

In our opinion, it forms one of the best if not the 
very best text-book and epitome of obstetric science 
which we at present possess in the English lan- 
guage. — Monthly Journal of Medical Science. 

The clearness and precision of style in which it it 
written, and the greatamountof statistical research 
which it contains, have served to place it in the first 
rank of works in this departmentof medical science. 
— N. Y. Journal of Medicine. 

This is certainly the most perfect system extant, 
ft is the best adapted for the purposes of a text- 
book, and that which he whose necessities confine 
aim to one book, should select in preference to all 
Hhers. — Southern Medical and Surgical Journal. 

BY the same author. {Lately Published.) ( 

ON THE DISEASES OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. Second American 

Edition, revised and enlarged by the author. Edited, with Notes, by W. V. Keating, M. D. In 

one large and handsome volume, extra cloth, of over 700 pages. $ 3 25. 

In preparing this work a second time for the American profession, the author has spared no 
labor in giving it a very thorough revision, introducing several new chapters, and rewriting others, 
while every portion of the volume has been subjected to a severe scrutiny. The efforts of the 
American editor have been directed to supplying such information relative to matters peculiar 
to this country as might have escaped the attention of the author, and the whole may, there- 
fore be safely pronounced one of the most complete works on the subject accessible to the Ame- 
rican Profession. By an alteration in the size of the page, these very extensive additions have 
been accommodated without unduly increasing the size of the work. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

ESSAYS ON THE PUERPERAL FEVER, AND OTHER DISEASES PE- 
CULIAR TO WOMEN. Selected from the writingsof British Authors previous to the clo<e of 
the Eighteenth Century. In one neat octavo volume, extra cloth, of about 450 pages. $2 50. 
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CHURCHILL (FLEETWOOD), M. D., M. R. I*. A., Sec. 
ON THE DISEASES OF WOMEN; including those of Pregnancy and Child- 

bed. A new American edition, revised by the Author. With Notes and Additions, by D Fran- 
cis Condie, M. D., author ol "A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children." With nume- 
rous illustrations. In one large and handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 768 pages. $3 00. 
This edition of Dr. Churchill's very popular treatise may almost be termed a new work, so 
thoroughly has he revised it in every portion. It will be found greatly enlarged, and completely 
brought up to the most recent condition of the subject, while the very handsome series of illustra- 
tions introduced, representing such pathological conditions as can be accurately portrayed, present 
a novel feature, and afford valuable assistance to the young practitioner. Such additions as ap- 
peared desirable for the American student have been made by the editor, Dr. Condie, while a 
marked improvement in the mechanical execution keeps pace with the advance in all other respects 
which the volume has undergone, while the price has been kept at the former very moderate rate. 

It comprises, unquestionably, one of the most ex- 
act and comprehensive expositions of the present 
state of medical knowledge in respect to the diseases 



of women that has yet been published. — Am.Journ. 
Med. Sciences. 

This work is the most reliable which we possess 
on this subject; and is deservedly popular with the 
profession. — Charleston Med. Journal, July, 1857.- 

We know of no author who deserves that appro- 
bation, on "the diseases of females," to the same 



extent that Dr. Churchill does. His, indeed, is th« 
only thorough treatise we know of on the subject; 
and it may be commended to practitioners and stu- 
dents as a masterpiece in its particular department. 
— Thi Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

As a comprehensive manual for students, or a 
work of reference for practitioners, it surpasses any 
other that has ever issued on the same subject from 
the British press. — Dublin Quart. Journal. 



DICKSON (S. H.), M. D., 

Professor of Practice of Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

ELEMENTS OF MEDICINE; a Compendious View of Pathology and There- 

peutics, or the History and Treatment of Diseases. Second edition, revised. In one large and 

handsome octavo volume, of 750 pages, extra cloth. $3 75. 

The steady demand which has so soon exhausted the first edition of this work, sufficiently shows 
that the author was not mistaken in supposing that a volume of this character was needed — an 
elementary manual of practice, which should present the leading principles of medicine with the 
practical results, in a condensed and perspicuous manner. Disencumbered of unnecessary detail 
and fruitless speculations, it embodies what is most requisite for the student to learn, and at the 
same time what the active practitioner wants when obliged, in the daily calls of his profession, to 
refresh his memory on special points. The clear and attractive style of the author renders the 
whole easy of comprehension, while his long experience gives to his teachings an authority every- 
where acknowledged. Few physicians, indeed, have had wider opportunities for observation and 
experience, and few, perhaps, have used them to better purpose. As the result of a long life de- 
voted to study and practice, the present edition, revised and brought up to the date of publication, 
will doubtless maintain the reputation already acquired as a condensed and convenient American 
text-book on the Practice of Medicine. 



DRUITT (ROBERT), M.R. C.S., &.c. 
THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MODERN SURGERY. A new 

and revised American from the eighth enlarged and improved London edition. Illustrated with 
four hundred and thirty-two wood-engravings. In one very handsomely printed octavo volume 
of nearly 700 large pages, extra cloth, $3 50. 

A work which like Druitt's Surgery has for so many years mainiained the position of a lead- 
ing favorite with all classes of the profession, needs no special recommendation lo attract attention 
to a revised edition. It is only necessary to state that the author has spared no pains to keep the 
work up to its well earned reputation of presenting in a small and convenient compass the latest 
condition of every department of surgery, considered both as a science and as an art; and that the 
services of a competent American editor have been employed to introduce whatever novelties may 
have escaped the author's attention, or may prove of service to the American practitioner. As 
several editions have appeared in London since the issue of the last American reprint, the volume 
has had the benefit of repeated revisions by the author, resulting in a very thorough alteration and 
improvement. The extent of these additions may be estimated from the fact that it now contains 
about one-third more matter than the previous American edition, and that notwithstanding the 
adoption of a smaller type, the pages have been increased by about one hundred, while nearly two 
hundred and fifty wood-cuts have been added to the former list of illustrahons. 

A marked improvement will also be perceived in the mechanical and artist ical execution of the 
work, which, printed in the best style, on new type, and fine paper, leaves little to be desired as 
regards external finish; while at the very low price affixed it will be found one of the cheapest 
volumes accessible to the profession. 



This popular volume, now a most comprehensive 
work on surgery, has undergone many corrections, 
improvements, and additions, and the principles and 
the practice ofthe art have been brought down to 
the latest record and observation. Of the operations 
in surgery it is impossible to speak too highly. The 
descriptions are so clear and concise, and the illus- 
trations so accurate and numerous, that the student 
can have no difficulty, with instrument in hand, and 
book by his side, over the dead body, in obtaining 
a proper knowledge and sufficient tact in this much 
neglected department of medical education. — British 
and Foreign Medico-Chirurg. Review, Jan. I860. 

In the present edition the author has entirely re- 
written many ofthe chapters, and has incorporated 
the various improvements and additions in modern 
■urgery. On carefully going over it, we find that 



nothing of real practical importance has heen omit- 
ted ; it presents a faithful epitome of everything re- 
lating t ) surgery up to the present hour. It is de- 
servedly a popular manual, both with the student 
and practitioner.— London Lancet. Nov. 19, 1859. 

In closing this brief notice, we recommend as cor- 
dially as ever this most useful and comprehensive 
hand-book. It must prove a vast assistance, not 
only to the student of surgery, but also to the busy 
practitioner whi may not have the leisure to devote 
himself to the study of more lengthy volumes.— 
London Med. Times and Gazette, Oct 22 1859. 

In a word, this eighth edition of Dr. Druitt's 
Manual of Surgery is all that the sorgieal student 
or practitioner could desire. — Dublin Quarttrl* 
Journal of Med. Sciences, Nov. 1859. 
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DALTON, JR. (J. C), M. D. 

m-D-o Professor of Physiology in the College of Physicians, New York. 

A TREATISE ON HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY, designed for the use of Students 

a " d Petitioners ° f Medlclne - Third edition, revised, with nearly three hundred illustrations 
1864) °° e Very beautlful oclttV o volume, of 700 pages, extra" cloth, $4 50. (Just Ready, 

The rapid demand for another edition of this work sufficiently shows that the author has stic- 
torts to produce a text-book of standard and permanent value, embodying within 



a moderate compass an mat is definitely and positively known within the domain of Humai 
1 li\ Mology. His high reputation as an original observer and investigator, is a guarantee that in 
again revising it he has introduced whatever is necessary to render it thoroughly on a level with 
the advanced science of the day, and this has been accomplished without unduly increasing the 
size ol the volume. J 

No exertion has been spared to maintain the high standard of typographical execution which has 
rendered this work admittedly one of the handsomest volumes as yet produced in this couniry. 
It will be seen, therefore, that Dr. Dalton's best I own original views and experiments, together with 



efforts have been directed towards perfecting h__ 
work. The additions are marked by the same fea- 
tures which characterize the remainder of the vol- 
ume, and render it by far the most desirable text- 



a desire to supply -what he considered some deficien- 
cies in the first edition, have already made the pre- 
sent one a necessity, and it will no doubt be even 
more eagerly sought for than the first. That it is 



book on physiology to place in the hands of the not merely a reprint, will be seen from the author's 
stuuent which, so far as we are aware, exists in , statement of the following principal additions and 
the English language, or perhaps in any other. We alterations which he has made. The present, like 



therefore have no hesitation in recommending Dr 
Dalton's book for tne classes for which it is intend- 
ed, satisfied as we are that it is better ac'apted to 
their use than any other work of the kind to which 
they have access. — American Journal of the Med. 
Sciences, April, 18CI. 

It is, therefore, no disparagement to the many 



the first edition, is printed in the highest style of the 
printer's art, and the illustrations are truly admira- 
ble tor their clearness in expressing exactly what 
their author intended. — Boston Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, March 28, 1861. 

It is unnecessary to give a detail of the additions; 
suffice it to say, that they are numerous and import- 



books upon physiology, most excellent in their day, i ant, and such as will render the work still more 
to say that Dalton's is the only one that gives us the | valuable and acceptable to the profession as a learn- 
science as it was known to the best philosophers i ed and original treatise on this all-important branch 
throughout the world, at the beginning of the cur- j of medicine. All that was said in commendation 
rent year. It states in comprehensive but concise \ of the getting up of the first edition, and the superior 
diction, the facts established by experiment, or [ style of the illustrations apply with equal force to 
other method of demonstration, and details, in an j this. No better work on physiology can be placed 
understandable manner, how it is done, but abstains j in the hand of the student. — St. Louis Medical and 
from the discussion of unsettled or theoretical points. | Surgical Journal, May, 1861. 

Herein it is unique ; and these characteristics ren | Thege additions, while testifying to the learning 
der it a text-book without a rival, for those who ; and industry of tne author, render the book exceed" 
desire to study physiological science as it is known ingly use f u ] as the most complete expose of a sci- 
to its most successful cultivators. And it isphysi- | ence of wnich Dr. Dalton is doubtless the ablest 
ology thus presented that lies at the foundation of representative on this side of the Atlantic— New 
correct pathological knowledge; and this in turn is Orleans Med. Times, May, 1861. 
the basis of rational therapeutics ; so that pathalo- , .... ' ,. . j, 

gy, in fact, becomes of prime importance in the u A second edition of this deservedly popular work 
proper discharge of our every-day practical duties, having been called for in the short space of two 
-Cincinnati Lancet, May, 1861. years, the author has supplied deficiencies, which 

existed in the former volume, and has thus more 
Dr. Dalton needs no word of praise from us. He i completely fulfilled. his design of presenting to the 
is universally recognized as among the first, if not | profession a reliable and precise text- book, and one 
the very first, of American physiologists now living, which we consider the best outline on the subject 
The first edition of his admirable work appeared but I of which it treats, in any language. — N. American 
two years since, and the advance of science, his ! Medico-Chirurg. Review, May, 1861. 



DUNGLISON, FORBES, TWEEDIE, AND CONOLLY. 
THE CYCLOPAEDIA OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE: comprising Treatises on 

the Nature and Treatment of Diseases, Materia Medica, and Therapeutics, Diseases of Women 
and Children, Medical Jurisprudence, &c. &c. In four large super-royal octavo volumes, of 
3254 double-columned pages, strongly and handsomely bound, with raised bands. $12 00. 
*** This work contains no less than four hundred and eighteen distinct treatises, contributed by 

•iity-eight distinguished physicians, rendering it a complete library of reference for the country 

practitioner 



The most complete work on Practical Medicine 
txtant; or, at least, in our language.— BuJ/alo 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 

For reference, it is above all price to every prac- 
titioner.— Western Lancet. 

One of the most valuable medical publications of 
the day— as a work of reference it is invaluable.— 
Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

It has been to us, both as learner and teacher, a 
work for ready and frequent reference, one in which 
modern English medicine is exhibited in the most 
advantageous light.— Medical Examiner. 



The editors are practitioners of established repu- 
tation, and the list of contributors embraces many 
of the most eminent professors and teachers of Lon- 
don, Edinburgh, Dublin, and Glasgow. It is, in- 
deed, the great merit ot this work that theprincipal 
articles have been furnished by practitioners who 
have not only devoted especial attention to the dis 
eases about which they have written, but have 
also enjoyed opportunitiee for an extensive practi- 
cal acquaintance with' them and whose reputation 
carries the assurance of their competency justly to 
appreciate the opinions of others, while it stamps 

their own doctrineswitl high and just authority 

American Medical Journal. 



DEWEES'S COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF 
MIDWIFERY. Illustrated by occasional cases 
and many engravings. Twelfth edition, with the 
ont-hor'K last improvements and corrections In 
oneoctavovolume, extra cloth, of 600 pages. 8320. 

DEWEES'S TREATISE ON THE PHYSICAL 



AND MEDICAL TREATMENT OF CHILD 
REN. The last edition. In one volume, octavo, 
extra cloth, 548 pages. $2 80 
DEWEES'S TREATISE ON THE DISEASES 
OF FEMALES. Tenth edition. In one volume, 
octavo extra cloth, 532 pages, with plates. JS3 00. 
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DUNGLISON (ROBLEY), M.D., 

Professor of Institutes of Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION. 
MEDICAL LEXICON; a Dictionary of Medical Science, containing a concise 

Explanation of the various Subjects and Terms of Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, Hygiene, 
Therapeutics. Pharmacology, Pharmacy, Surgery, Obstetrics, Medical Jurisprudence, Dentistry, 
&c. Notices of Climate and of Mineral Waters; Formulae for Officinal, Empirical, and Dietetic 
Preparations, &c. With French and other Synonymes. Revised and very greatly enlarged. 
In one very large and handsome octavo volume, of 992 double-columned pages, in small type; 
strongly bound in leather. Price $4 00. 

Especial care has been devoted in the preparation of this edition to render it in every respect 
worthy a continuance of the very remarkable favor which it has hitherto enjoyed. The rapid 
sale of Fifteen large editions, and the constantly increasing demand, show that it is regarded by 
the profession as the standard authority. Stimulated by this fact, the author has endeavored in the 
present revision to introduce whatever might be necessary " to make it a satisfactory and desira- 
ble — if not indispensable — lexicon, in which the student may search without disappointment for 
every term that has been legitimated in the nomenclature of the science." To accomplish this, 
large additions have been found requisite, and the extent of the author's labors may be estimated 
from the fact that about Six Thousand subjects and terms have been introduced throughout, ren- 
dering the whole number of definitions about Sixty Thousand, to accommodate which, the num- 
ber of pages has been increased by nearly a hundred, notwithstanding an enlargement in the size 
of the page. The medical press, both in this country and in England, has pronounced the work in- 
dispensable to all medical students and practitioners, and the present improved edition will not lose 
that enviable reputation. 

The publishers have endeavored to render the mechanical execution worthy of a volume of such 
universal use in daily reference. The greatest care hns been exercised to obtain the typographical 
accuracy so necessary in a work of the kind. By the small but exceedingly clear type employed, 
an immense amount of matter is condensed in its thousand ample pages, while the binding will be 
found strong and durable. With all these improvements and enlargements, the price has been kept 
at the former very moderate rate, placing it within the reach of all. 

tells us in his preface that he has added about six 
thousand terms and subjects to this edition, which, 
before, was considered universally as the best work 
of the kind in any language. — Silliman's Journal, 
March, 1858. 

He has razed his gigantic structure to the founda- 
tions, and remodelled and reconstructed the entire 
pile. No less than six thousand additional subjects 
and terms are illustrated and analyzed in this new 
edition, swelling the grand aggregate to beyond 
sixty thousand ! Thus is placed before the profes- 
sion a complete and thorough exponent of medical 
terminology , without rival or possibility of rivalry. 
— Nashville Journ. of Med. and Surg., Jan. 1858. 

It is universally acknowledged, we believe, that 
this work is incomparably the best and most com- 
plete Medical Lexicon in the English language. 
The amount of labor which the distinguished author 
has bestowed upon it is truly wonderful, and the 
learning and research displayed in its preparation 
are equally remarkable. Comment and commenda- 
tion are unnecessary, as no one at the present day 
thinks of purchasing any other Medical Dictionary 
than this. — St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journ., Jan. 
1858. 

It is the foundation stone of a good medical libra- 
ry, and should always be included in the first list of 
books purchased by the medical student. — Am. Med, 
Monthly, Jan. 1858. 

A very perfect work of the kind, undoubtedly the 
most perfect in the English language. — Med. and 
Surg. Reporter, Jan. 1858. 

It is now emphatically the Medical Dictionary of 
the English language, and for it there is no substi- 
tute.— N. H. Med. Journ., Jan. 1858. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark that any medi- 
cal library wanting a copy of Dunglison's Lexicon 
must be imperfect. — Cin. Lancet, Jan. 1858. 

We have ever considered it thebestauthority pub- 
lished, and the present edition we may safely say hai 
no equal in the world. — Peninsular Med. Journal, 
Jan. 1858. 

The most complete authority on the subject to be 
foundin any language.— Va. Med. Journal, Feb. '58. 



This work, the appearance of the fifteenth edition 
of which, it has become our duty and pleasure to 
announce, is perhaps the most stupendous monument 
of labor and erudition in medical literature. One 
would hardly suppose after constant use of the pre- 
ceding editions, where we have never failed to find 
a sufficiently full explanation of every medical term, 
that in this edition " about six thousand subjects 
and terms have been added," with a careful revision 
and correction of the entire work. It is only neces- 
sary to announce the advent of this edition to make 
it occupy the place of the preceding one on the table 
of every medical man, as it is without doubt the best 
and most comprehensive work of the kind wh ich has 
ever appeared. — Buffalo Med. Journ., Jan. 1858. 

The work is a monument of patient research, 
skilful judgment, and vast physical labor, that will 
perpetuate the name of the author more effectually 
than any possible device of stone or metal. Dr. 
Dunglison deserves the thanks not only of the Ame- 
rican profession, but of the whole medical world. — 
North Am. Medico-Chir. Review, Jan. 1858. 

A Medical Dictionary better adapted for the wants 
of the profession than any other with which we are 
acquainted, and of a character which places it far 
above comparison and competition. — Am. Journ. 
Med. Sciences, Jan. 1858. 

We need only say, that the addition of 6,000 new 
terms, with their accompanying definitions, may be 
said to constitute a new work, by itself. We have 
examined the Dictionary attentively, and are most 
happy to pronounce it unrivalled of its kind. The 
erudition displayed, and the extraordinary industry 
which must have been demanded, in its preparation 
and perfection, redound to the lasting credit of its 
author, and have furnished us with a volume indis- 
pensable at the present day, to all who would find 
themselves au niveau with the highest standards of 
medical information. — Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Dec. 31, 1B57. 

Good lexicons and encyclopedic works generally, 
are the most labor-saving contrivances which lite- 
rary men enjoy; and the labor which is required to 
produce them in the perfect manner of this example 
is something appalling to contemplate. The author 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. A Treatise on Special Pathology and The- 
rapeutics. Third Edition. In two large octavo volumes, leather, of 1,500 pages. $6 25. 
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DUNGLISON (ROBLEY), M.D., 

Professor of Institutes of Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. Eighth edition. Thoroughly revised and exten- 
sively modified and enlarged, with five hundred and thjrty-two illustrations. In two large and 
handsomely printed octavo volumes, extra cloth, of about 1500 pages. $7 00. 

In revising this work for its eighth appearance, the author has spared no labor to render it worthy 
a continuance of the very great favor which has been extended to it by the profession. The whole 
contents have been rearranged, and to a great extent remodelled; the investigations which of late 
years have been so numerous and so important, have been carefully examined and incorporated, 
and the work in every respect has been brought up to a level with the present state of the subject. 
The object of the author has been to render it a concise but comprehensive treatise, containing the 
whole body of physiological science, to which the student and man of science can at all times refer 
with the certainty of finding whatever they are in search of, fully presented in all its aspects; and 
on no former edition has the author bestowed more labor to secure this result. 



The best work of the kind in the English lan- 
guage. — Silliman's Journal. 

The present edition the author has made a perfect 
mirror of the science as it is at the present hour. 
As a work upon physiology proper, the science of 
the functions performed by the body, the student v/ill 
find it all lie wishes.— Nashville Journ. of Med. 

That he has succeeded, most admirably succeeded 
in his purpose, is apparent from the appearance of 
an eighth edition. It is now thegreatencyclopredia 
on the subject, and worthy of a place in every phy- 
sician's library. — Western Lancet. 



We believe that it can truly be said , no more com- 
plete repertory of facts upon the subject treated, 
can anywhere be found. The author has, moreover, 
that enviable tact at description and that facility 
and ease of expression which render him peculiarly 
acceptable to the casual, or the studious reader. 
This faculty, so requisite in setting forth many 
graver and less attractive subjects, lends additional 
charms to one always fascinating. — Boston Med. 
mnd Surg. Journal. 

The most complete and satisfactory system of 
Physiology in the English language.— Amer. Med. 
Journal . 

BY the same author. (A new edition.) 

GENERAL THERAPEUTICS AND MATERIA MEDICA; adapted for a 

Medical Text-book. With Indexes of Remedies and of Diseases and their Remedies. Sixth 
Edition, revised and improved. With one hundred and ninety-three illustrations. In two large 
and handsomely printed octavo vols., extra cloth, of about 1100 pages. $6 00. 

In announcing a new edition of Dr. Dunglison's | The work will, we have little doubt, be bought 
General Therapeutics and Materia Medica, we have and read by the majority of medical students; its 
no words of commendation to bestow upon a work size, arrangement, and reliability recommend it to 
whose merits have been heretofore so often and so all; no one, we venture to predict, will study t 
iustlv extolled It must not be supposed, however, I without profit, and there are few to whom it will 
that the present is a mere reprint of the previous not be in some measure useful as a work of refer - 
edition tie character of the author for laborious ence. The young practitioner, more especially, wil 
research udicious analysis, and clearness of ex- find the copious indexes appended to this eduion of 
pression' is fuly sustained by the numerous add.- ! great assistance in the selection and preparation of 
t'ons^haBmadeto the work, and the careful re- suitable (orm^. -Charleston Med. Journ. and it«- 
vision to which he has subjected the whole.— iV. A. view, Jan. 1858. 
Medico-Chir. Review, Jan. 1858. 

BY the same authoe. (A new Edition.) 

NEW REMEDIES, WITH FORMULA FOR THEIR PREPARATION AND 

ADMINISTRATION. Seventh edition, with extensive Additions. In one very large octavo 
volume, extra cloth, of 770 pages. $3 75. 



One of the most useful of the author's works.— 
Southern Medical and Surgical Journal. 

This elaborate and useful volume should be 
found in every medical library, for as a book ot re- 
ference, for physicians, it is unsurpassed by any 
other work in existence, and the double index tor 
diseases and for remedies, will be found greatly to 
enhance its value.— New York Med. Gazette. 



The great learning of the author, and his remark- 
able industry in pushing his researches into every 
source whence information is derivable, have enabled 
him to throw together an extensive mass of facts 
and statements, accompanied by full reference to 
authorities; which last feature renders the work 
practically valuable to investigators who desire to 
examine the original papers. — The American Journal 
of Pharmacy. 



ELLIS (BENJAMIN), M.D. 
THE MEDICAL FORMULARY : being a Collection of Prescriptions, derived 

t .1 ■»■ Q nrl nractice of many of the most eminent physicians of America and Europe, 

from the wr ' t ' n ^ a " d ,P r , a ? ) t e t e et ° ic preparations and Antidotes for Poisons. To wh.ch is added 
Together with th f usual D^enc^ ^ and Qn ^ u?e of E(her and CWorofbrm . The 

an Appendix, °».^Sfew brief Pharmaceutic and Medical Observations. Eleventh edition, 
whole accompanied with a few oneir p Tho m . d Pro f ess0 r of Materia M,- 

S % { lrP^ATSoneTeof^Zrn,oy. In one volume, 8vo„ of about.350 pages. $2 2., 

(Just Ready.) 

a \iH«n r.f ihis work has there been so complete and thorough a revision 1 he 

On no previous edi ion , or '", ^ QM p namme opceia have necessitated corresponding alter- 
eXtensive t C h h p an Formularv to\onbrrn to that national 'standard, while the progress made in the 
ations in the F oj^WkgJ describing and dispensing during the last ten years have been care- 
materm medica _ano _tne an, o . h It ,, , ne refore presented as not only worthy a continuance 

fully noted and incorporated ™° v ° a ° Villuab [ e than ever to the practitioner and pharmaceutist, 
ofthe favor so long enjoy eu .« . - fi[)d (he ad(]lUonal maUer of sufficient importance to 
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ERICHSEN (JOHN), 

Professor of Surgery in University College, London, See. 

THE SCIENCE AND ART OF SURGERY; being a Treatise on Surgical 

Injuries, Diseases, and Operations. New and improved American, from the second enlarged 

and carefully revised London edition*. Illustrated with over four hundred engravings on wood. 

In one large and handsome octavo volume, of one thousand closely printed pages, extra cloth, 

$4 50; leather, raised bands. $5 25. 

The very distinguished favor with which this work* has been received on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic has stimulated the author to render it even more worthy of the position which it has so rapidly 
ajtained as a standard authority. Every portion has been carefully revised, numerous additions 
have been made, and the most watchful care has been exercised to render it a complete exponent 
of the most advanced condition of surgical science. In this manner the work has been enlarged by 
about a hundred pages, while the series of engravings has been increased by more than a hundred, 
rendering it one of the most thoroughly illustrated volumes before the profession. The additions of 
the author having rendered unnecessary most of the notes of the former American editor, but little 
has been added in this country; some few notes and occasional illustrations have, however, been 
introduced to elucidate. American modes of practice. 

It is, in our humble judgment decidedly the best 
book of the kind in the English language. Strange 
that just such books are notoftener produced by puh 



lie teachers of surgery in this country and Great 
Britain Indeed, it is a matter of great astonishment 
but no less true than astonishing, that of the many 
workson surgery republished in this country within 
the last fifteen or twenty years a? textbooks for 
medical students, this is the only one that even ap- 
proximates to the fulfilment of the peculiar wants of 
youngmen justentenngupon the study of this branch 
of the profession. — Western Jour .of Med. anil Surgery. 

Its value is greatly enhanced by a very copious 
well-arranged index. We regard this as one of the. 
most valuable contributionsto modern surgery. To 
one entering his novitiate of practice, we regard it 
the most serviceable guide which he can consult. He 
will find a fulness of detailleadinghim throLgh every 



step of the operation, and not deserting him until the 
final issue of the case is decided. — Sethoscope. 

Embracing, as will be perceived, the whole surgi- 
cal domain, and each division of itself almost com- 
plete and perfect, each chapter full and explicit, each 
subject faithfully exhibited, we can only express out 
es'imate of it in the aggregate. We consider it an 
excellent contribution to surgery, as probably th« 
best single volume now extant on the subject, and 
with great pleasure we add it to our text-books. — 
Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

"Prof. Erichsen's work, for its size, has not been 
surpassed; his nine hundred and eight pages, pro- 
fusely illustrated, are rich in physiological, patholo- 
gical, and operative suggestions, doctrines, details, 
and processes ; and will prove a reliable resource 
for information, both to physician and surgeon, in the 
hour of peril.— N. 0. Med. and Surg. Journal. 



FLINT (AUSTIN), M. D., 
Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in the University of Louisville, ice. 

PHYSICAL EXPLORATION AND DIAGNOSIS OP DISEASES AFFECT- 
ING THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS. In one large and handsome octavo volume, extra 
cloth, 636 pages. $3 00. 



We regard it, in point both of arrangement and of 
the marked ability of its treatment of the subjects, 
as destined to take the first rank in -works of this 
class. So far as our information extends, it has at 
present no equal. To the practitioner, as well as 
the student, it will be invaluable in clearing up the 
diagnosis of doubtful cases, and in shedding light 
upon difficult phenomena. — Buffalo Med. Journal. 

A work of original observation of the highest merit 
We recommend the treatise to every one who wishes 
to become a correct auscultator. Based to a very 
large extent upon cases numerically examined, it 
carries the evidence of careful stud) and discrimina- 
tion upon every page. It does credit to the author 
and, through him, to the profession in this country 
It is, what we cannot call every book upon auseul 
tation, a readable book. — Am. Jour. Med. Sciences 

Tl is volume belongs to a class of works which 
confer honor upon their authors and enrich the do- 
main of practical medicine. A cursory examination 
even will satisfy the scientific physician that Dr. 
Flint in this treatise has added to medical literature 



a work based upon original observation, and pos- 
sessing no ordinary merit.— iV. Y. Journal of Med. 
This is an admirable book, and because of its ex- 
traordinary clearness and entire mastery of he sub- 
jects discussed, has made itself indispensable to 
those who are ambitious of a thorough knowledge 
of physical exploration.— Nashville Journ of Med. 

The arrangement of the subjects discussed is easy, 
natural, such as to present the facts in the most 
forcible light Where the author has avoided being 
tediously minute or diffuse, he has nevertheless fully 
amplified the more important points. In this re- 
spect, indeed, his labors will take precedence, and 
be the means of inviting to this useful department a 
more general attention.— O. Med. and Surg Journ. 

We hope these few extracts taken from Dr. Flint's 
work may convey some idea of its character and 
importance. We wculd, however, advise everv phy- 
sician to at once place it in his library, feeling as- 
sured that it maybe consulted with great benefit 
both by young and old.— Louisville Review. 



by the same author. (Now Ready.) 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DIAGNOSIS, PATHOLOGY, AND 

TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE HEART. In one neat octavo volume, of about 
500 pages, extra cloth. $2 75. 

ferring to employ the very words of thedistinguished 
author, wherever it was possible, we have essayed 
to condense into the briefest spacea general view of 
his observationsfjnd suggestions, and to direct the 
attention of our brethren to the abounding stores of 
valuable matter here collected and arranged for their 
use and instruction. No medical library will here- 
after be considered complete without this volume ; 
and we trust It will promptly find its way into the 
bands of every American student and physician — 
N. Am. Med. Chir. Review. 



We do not know that Dr. Flint has written any- 
thing which is not first rate ; but this, Wis latest con- 
tribution to medical literature, in our opinion, sur- 
passes all the others. The work is most comprehen- 
sive in its scope, and most sound in the views it en un- 
ci atss. The descriptions are clear and methodical ; 
the statements are substantiated by facts, and are 
made with such simplicity and sincerity, that With- 
out them they would carry conviction. The style 
is admirably clear, direct, and free from dryness 
With Dr. Walshe's excellent, treatise before us, we 
have no hesitation in saying that Dr. Flint's book is 
the best work on the heart in the English language. 
— Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 

We have thus endeavored to present our readers 
with a fair analysis of this remarkable work. Pre- 



With more than pleasure do we hail the advent of 
this work, for it fills a wide gap on the list of text- 
books for our schools, and is, for the practitioner 
the most valuable practical work of its kind —IV n* 
Med. Newt. ' Jr "" 
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FOWNES (GEORGE), PH. D., &c. 
A. MANUAL OF ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY; Theoretical and Practical. 

With one hundred and ninety-seven illustrations. Edited by Robert Bridges, M. D. In one 

large royal 12mo. volume, of 600 pages, extra cloth, $ 1 75. 

The death of the author having placed the editorial care of this work in the practised hands of 
Drs. Bence Jones and A. W. Hoffman; everything ha* heen done in its revision which experience 
could suggest to keep it on a level with the rapid advance of chemical science. The additions 
requisite to this purpose have necessitated an enlargement of the page, notwithstanding which the 
work has been increased by about fifty pages. Ax the same time every care has been used to 
maintain its distinctive character as a condensed manual for the student, divested of all unnecessary 
detail or mere theoretical speculation. The additions have, of course, been mainly in the depart- 
ment of Organic Chemistry, which has made such rapid progress within the last few years, but 
yet equal attention has been bestowed on the other branches of the subject — Chemical Physics and 
Inorganic Chemistry — to present all investigations and discoveries of importance, and to keep up 
the reputation of the volume as a complete manual of the whole science, admirably adapted for the 
learner. By the use of a small but exceedingly clear type the matter of a large octavo is compressed 
within the convenient and portable limits of a moderate sized duodecimo, and at the very low price 
affixed, it is offered as one of the cheapest volumes before the profession. 



Dr Fownes' excellent work has been u ni versa Un- 
recognized everywhere in his own and this country, 
as the best elementary treatise on chemistry m the 
English tongue, and is very generally adopted, we 
believe, as the standard text- book in all i ur colleges, 
both literary and scientific. — Charleston Med. Journ. 
and Review. 

A standard manual, which has long enjoyed the 
reputation of embodying much knowledge in asm;<ll 
space. The author has achieved the difficult task of 
condensation with masterly tact. His book is con- 
cise without being dry, and brief without being too 
dogmatical or general . — Virginia Med . and Surgical 
Journal. 



The work of Dr. Fownes has long been before 
the public, and its merits have been fully appreci- 
ated as the best text-book on chemistry now in 
existence. We do not, of course, place it in a Tank 
superior to the works of Brande, Graham, Turner, 
Gregory, or Gmelin, but we say that, as a wort 
for students, it is preferable to any of them. — Lon- 
don Journal of Medicine. 

A work well adapted to the wants of the student. 
It is an excellent exposition of the chief doctrines 
and facts of modern chemistry. The size of the work, 
and still more the condensed yet perspicuous style 
in which it is written, absolve it from the charges 
very properly urged against most manuals termed 
popular.— Edinburgh Journal of Medical Scienc*. 



FISKE FUND PRTZE ESSAYS — THE EF- 
FECTS OF CLIMATE ON TUBERCULOUS 
DISEASE. BvEdwtn Lee, M. R. C.S , London, 
and THE INFLUENCE OF PREGNANCY ON 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF TUBERCLES By 



Edward Warren, M. D , of Edenton, N. C. To- 
gethei in one neat 8vo volume, extra cloth. $1 00. 
FRICK ON RENAL AFFECTIONS; their Diag- 
nosis and Pathology. With illustrations. One 
volume, royal T2mo., extra cloth. 75 cents. 



FERGUSSON (WILLIAM), F. R. S., 

Professor of Surgery in King's College, London, &c. 

A SYSTEM OF PRACTICAL SURGERY. Fourth American, from the third 

and enlarged London edition. In one large and beautifully printed octavo volume, of about 700 
pages, with 393 handsome illustrations, leather. $3 00. 

GRAHAM (THOMAS), F. R. S. 

THE ELEMENTS OF INORGANIC CHEMISTRY, including the Applica- 
tions of the Science in the Arts. New and much enlarged edition, by Henry Watts and Robert 
Bridges, M. D. Complete in one large and handsome octavo volume, of over 800 very large 
paee» w'ith two hundred and thirty-two wood-cuts, extra cloth. $4 50. 
**# Part II., completing the work from p. 431 to end, with Index, Title Matter, &c, may be 

had separate, cloth backs and paper sides. Price $2 50. 

From Prof. E. N. Horsford, Harvard College. \ afford to be without this edition^of Prof. Graham' - 



It has, in its earlier and less perfect editions, been 
familiar to me, and the excellence of its plan and 
the clearness and completeness of its discussions, 
have long been my admiration 



Elements. — Silliman's Journal , March, 1858. 
From Prof. Wolcott Gibbs, N. Y. Free Academy. 
The work is an admirable one in all respects, and 
ts republication here cannot fail to exert a positive 



IVe long UecU my auillli atjuu. I tw ic|iuinii;atniu utic ... '■ (iii-M tan .... v^^..-,. .. «. F ^«.„» . , 

No reader of English works on this science can j influence upon the progress of science in this country 

GRIFFITH (ROBERT E.), M. D., See. 
A UNIVERSAL FORMULARY, containing the methods of Preparing and Ad- 
ministering Officinal and other Medicines. The whole adapted to Physicians and Pharmaceu- 
tTis Second Edition, thoroughly revised, with numerous additions, by Robert P. Thomas 
M n Pmfrlsor of Materia Medica in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. In one large and 
handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 650 pages, double columns. $3 25. 

• . .„..,.h nprspvpraace and I This is a work of six hundred and fifty-one page*, 
It was a work requmng much per evera.u e. « ^ ^ al| on ^ gubjeot Qf £ , 

When pubhshed was looked «pon y ■ metering medicines that can be desired by the physi- 

T 's ° f prof Thoma has certainly-' improved," as cian and pharmaceutist.- Western Lancet 
wpiVjU ndded to thi« Formulary, and has rendered it The amouniof useful, every-day matter. for a prac 
^di.ionallv deserving of the confideriee of pharma- ticinfi , physician, is really immense.-Baston Med 
ceutists and phySs-^- Journal of Pharmacy. , and Surg . Journal . 

w P arehannv to announce a new and improved This edition has been greath improved by the re- 

iy fSone of the most valuable and useful vision and ample additions of Dr Thomas, and is 

edition oi m_, t d frol71 an Amenean pen. I10 w, we |,, : lieve, one of the mosi complete works 

r^ond do credit ^any country, and *!(] be found ! of „ s kin(| ia any ' , angua ^. The addiUons amount 

it wouia uo i • ■ to „ rac tjiioTiers ot i icu 1 it is to about seventy pages, and no effort has been spared 

Of daily "^'ui |olheir p ur poses than the dispensato to include in them all the rrc.-ni improvements A 
better a ua ", Med and Surg. Journal work of this km;! appears 10 us indispensable to the 

nes.— »«" i-ftfl.1 i.ook* a country practi- physician, and there is none we can more cordially 

UiBoneoftte™*™™™^™^^^ i recommend .-». Y. Journal of Medicin*. 

tioner can po»*> lul > w*" • 
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GROSS (SAMUEL D.), M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, Ac. 
Enlarged Edition. 
A SYSTEM OF SURGERY : Pathological, Diagnostic, Therapeutic, and Opera- 
tive. Illustrated by Twelve Hundred and Twenty-seven Engravings. Second edition, 
much enlarged and carefully revised. In two large and beautifully printed octavo volumes, of 
about twenty-two hundred pages; strongly bound in leather. Price $13. 
The exhaustion in little more than two years of" a large edition of so elaborate and comprehen- 
sive a work us this is ihe best evidence that the author was not mistaken in his estimate of the 
want which existed of a complete American System of Surgery, presenting the science in all its 
necessary details and in all its branches. That he has succeeded in the attempt to supply this want 
is shown not only by the rapid sale of the work, but also by the very favorable manner in which it 
has been received by the organs of the profession in this country and in Europe, and by the fact that 
a translation is now preparing in Hollaud — a mark of appreciation not often bestowed on any scien- 
tific work so extended in size. 

The author has not been insensible to the kindness thus bestowed upon his labors, and in revising 
the work for a new edition he has spared no pains to render it worthy of the favor with which it 
has been received. Every portion has been subjected to close examination and revision; any defi- 
ciencies apparent have been supplied, and the results of recent progress in the science and art of 
surgery have been everywhere introduced ; while the series of illustrations has been enlarged by 
the addition of nearly three hundred wood-cuts, rendering it one of the most thoroughly illustrated 
works ever laid before the profession. To accommodate these very extensive additions, the work 
has been printed upon a smaller type, so that notwithstanding the very large increase in the matter 
and value of the book, its size is more convenient and less cumbrous than before. Every care has 
been taken in the printing to render the typographical execution unexceptionable, and it is confi- 
dently presented as a work in every way worthy of a place in even the most limited library of the 
practitioner or student. 



Has Dr. Gross satisfactorily fulfilled this object? 
A careful perusal of his volumes enables us to give 
an answer in the affirmative. Not only has he given 
to the reader an elaborate and well-written account 
of his own vast expeiience,but he has not failed to 
embody in his pages the opinions and practice of 
surgeons in this and other countries of Europe. The 
result has been a work of such completeness, that it 
has no superior in the systematic treatises on sur- 
gery which have emanated from English or Conti- 
nental authors. It has been justly objected that 
these have been far from complete in many essential 
particulars, many of them having been deficient in 
some of the most important points which should 
characterize such works Some of them have heen 
elaborate — too elaborate— with respect to certain 
diseases, while they have merely glanced at, or 
given an unsatisfactory account of, others equally 
important to the surgeon. Dr. Gross has avoided 
this error, and has produced the most complete work 
that, has yet issued from the press on the science and 
practice of surgery. It is not, strictly speaking, a 
Dictionary of Surgery, but it gives to the reader all 
the information that he may require for his treat nent 
of surgical diseases. Having said so much, it might 
appear superfluous to add another word; but it is 
only due to Dr. Gross to state that he has embraced 
the opportunity of transferring to his pages a vast 
number ot engravings from English and other au- 
thors, illustrative of the pathology and treatment nf 
surgical diseases. To these are added several hun- 
dred original wood-cuts. The work altogether com- 
mends itself to the attention of British surgeons, 
from whom it cannot fail to meet with extensive 
patronage. — London Lancet, Sept. 1, 1860. 



Of Dr. Gross's treatise on Surgery we can say 
no more than that it is the most elaborate and com- 
plete work on this branch of the healing art which 
has ever been published in any country A sys- 
tematic work, it admits of no analytical review; 
but, did our space permit, we should gladly give 
some extracts from it, to enable our readers to judge 
of the classical style of the author, and theexhaust- 
ing way in which each subject is treated. — Dublin 
Quarterly Journal of Med. Science. 

The work is so superior to its predecessors in 
matter and extent, as well as in illustrations and 
style of publication, that we can honestly recom- 
mend it as the best work of the kind tobe taken 
home by the young practitioner. — Am. Med. Journ. 

With pleasure we record the completion of this 
long-anticip8ted work. The reputation which the 
author has for many years sustained, both as a sur- 
geon and as a writer, had prepared us to expect a 
treatise of great excellence and originality; but we 
confess we were by no means prepared tor the work 
which is before us — the most complete treatise upon 
surgery ever published, either in this or any other 
country, and we might, perhaps, safelv say, the 
most original. There is no subject belonging pro- 
perly to surgery which has not received from the 
author a due share of attention. Dr. Grots has sup- 
plied a want in surgical literature which has long 
been felt by practitioners; he has furnished us with 
a complete practical treatise upon surgery in all its 
departments As Anriericms, we are proud of the 
achievement; as surgeons, we are most sincerely 
thankful to him for his extraord nary labors in our 
behalf. — N. Y. Review and Buffalo Med Journal. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

ELEMENTS OF PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. Third edition, thoroughly 

revised and greatly improved. In one large and very handsome octavo volume, with about three 

hundred and fifty beautiful illustrations, of which a large number are from original drawings, 

extra cloth. $4 75. 

The very rapid advances in the Science of Pathological Anatomy during the last few years have 
rendered essential a thorough modification of this work, with a view of making it a correct expo- 
nent of the present state of the subject. The very careful manner in which this task has been 
executed, and the amount of alteration which it has undergone, have enabled the author to say that 
" with the many changes and improvements now introduced, the work may be regarded almost as 
a new treatise," while the efforts of the author have been seconded as regards the mechanical 
execution of the volume, rendering it one of the handsomest productions of the American press. 

We most sincerely congratulate the author on the . We have been favorably impressed with the gene- 
successful manner in which he has accomplished his ral manner in which Dr. Gross has executed his task 
proposed object. His book is most admirably cal- of affording a comprehensive digest of the present 
dilated to fill up a blank which has long been felt to state of the literature of Pathological Anatomy, and 
exist in this department of medical literature, and have much pleasure in recommending his work to 
as such must become very widely circulated amongst our readers, as we believe one well deserving of 

all classes of the profession. — Dublin Quarterly diligent perusal and careful study Montreal Mtd 

Journ. of Med. Science, Nov. 1857. Chron., Sept. 1857. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON FOREIGN BODIES IN THE AIR-PAS- 

SAGES. In one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, with illustrations, pp.468. $2 75. 
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GROSS (SAMUEL D.), M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, &c. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES, INJURIES, AND 

MALFORMATIONS OF THE URINARY BLADDER, THE PROSTATE GLAND, AND 
THE URETHRA. Second Edition, revised and much enlarged, with one hundred and eighty- 
four illustrations. In one large and very handsome octavo volume, of over nine hundred pages, 
extra cloth, $4 75. 

Philosophical in ts design, methodical in its ar- I agree with us, that there is no work in the English 
rangement, ample and sound in its practical details, ! language which can make any just pretensions to 
it may in truth be said to leave scarcely anything to be its equal.— N. Y. Journal of Medicine 



be desired on so important a subject.— Boston Med. 
and Surg Journal. 

Whoever will peruse the vast amount of valuable 
practical information it contains, will, we think, 



A volume replete with truths and principles of the 
utmost val ue in the investigation of these diseases.— 
American Medical Journal. 



GRAY (HENRY), F. R. S., 
Lecturer on Anatomy at St. George's Hospital, London, &c. 

ANATOMY, DESCRIPTIVE AND SURGICAL. The Drawings by H. V. 

Carter, M. D., late Demonstrator on Anatomy at St. George's Hospital ; the Dissections jointly 
by the Author and Dr. Carter. Second American, from the second revised and improved 
London edition. In one magnificent imperial octavo volume, of over 800 pages, with 388 large 
and elaborate engravings on wood. Price in extra cloth, $6 50. 

The speedy exhaustion of a large edition of this work is sufficient evidence that its plan and exe- 
cution have been found to present superior practical advantages in facilitating the study of Anato- 
my. In presenting it to the profession a second time, the author has availed hirnself of the oppor- 
tunity to supply any deficiencies which experience in its use had shown to exist, and to correct 
any errors of detail, to which the first edition of a scientific work on so extensive and complicated 
a science is liable. These improvements have resulted in some increase in the size of the volume, 
while twenty-six new wood-cut* have been added to the beautiful series of illustrations which 
form so distinctive a feature of the work. The American edition has been passed through the press 
under the supervision of a competent professional man, who has taken every care to render it in 
all respects accurate, and it is now presented, without any increase of price, as fitted to maintain 
and extend the popularity which it has everywhere acquired. 

work of Mr. Gray to the attention of the medical 
profession, feeling certain that it should be regarded 
as one of the most valuable contributions ever made 
to educational literature.— N. Y. Monthly Review. 



With little trouble, the busy practitioner whose 
knowledge of anatomy muyhave become obscured by 
want of practice, may now resuscitate his former 
anatomical lore, and be ready for any emergency. 
It is to this class of individuals, and not to the stu- 
dent alone, that this work will ultimately tend to 
be of most incalculable advantage, and we feel sat- 
isfied that the library of the medical man will soon 
be considered incomplete in which a copy of this 
work does not exist.- Madras Quarterly Journal 
of Med. Science, July, 1861. 

This edition is much improved and enlarged, and 
contains several new illustrations by Dr. Weslma- 
cott. The volume is a complete companion to the 
dissecting-room, and saves the necessity of the stu 
dent possessing a variety of " Manuals."— The Lon 
don Lancet, Feb. 9, 1861. 

The work before us is one entitled to the highest 
praise, and we accordingly welcome it as a valu- 
able addition to medical literature. Intermediate 
in fulness of detail between the treatises of S lar- 
pey and of Wilson, its characteristic merit lies in 
the number and excellence of the engravings it 
contains. Most of these are original, of much 
larger than ordinary size, and admirably executed. 
The various parts are also lettered after the plan 
adopted in Holden's Osteology. It would be diffi- 
cult to over-estimate the advantag 
mode of pictorial illusiration. B 
muscles, bloodvessels, and nerves are eac 
figured, and marked with their appropriate names ; 
thus enabling the student to cimprchend, at a glance, 
what would otherwise often be ignored, or at any 
rate, acquired only by prolonged and irksome ap- 
plication. In conclusion, we heartily commend the 



In this view, we regard the work of Mr. Gray as 
far better adapted to the wants of the profession, 
and especially of the student, than any treatise on 
anatomy yet published in this country. It is destined, 
we believe, to supersede all others, both as a manual 
of dissections, and a standard of reference to the 
3tudent of general or relative anatomy. — N. Y. 
Tournal of Medicine, Nov. 1859. 

In our judgment, the mode of illustration adopted 
in the present volume cannot but present many ad- 
vantages to the student of anatomy* To the zealous 
disciple of Vesalius, earnestly desirous of real im- 
provement, the book will certainly be of immense 
value; but, at the same time, we must also confess 
that to those simply desirous of "cramming" it 
will be an undoubted godsend. The peculiar value 
of Mr. Gray's mode of illustration is nowhere more 
markedly evident than in the chapter on osteology, 
and especially in those portions which treat of the 
bones of the head and of their development. The 
study of these parts is thus made one of comparative 
- • and those bugbears 



es offered by this ease, if not of positive pleasure : 
ones ligaments, ' of the student, the temporal and 
are each in turn ! shorn of half their terrors. It is 



sphenoid bones, are 
is, in our estimation, 
an "admirable andcomplete text-book for the student, 
and a useful work of reference for the practitioner; 
its pictorial character forming a novel element, to 
which we have already sufficiently alluded.— Am. 
Journ. Med. Sci., July, 1859. 



GIBSON'S INSTITUTES AND PRACTICE OF 
SURGERY. Eighth edition, improved and al- 
tered. W.th thirty-four plates ^.^ohandsome 
octavo volumes, containing about 1,000 pages, 
leather, raised bandi. $6 50. 

GARDNER'S MEDICAL CHEMISTRY, for the 
use of Students and the Profession. In one royal 
12mo vol., cloth, pp. 396, with woodcuts. SI. 

GIUGE'S ATLAS OF PATHOLOGICAL HIS- 
TOIOGV Translated, with Notes and Addi- 
. h, Imfph Leidy, M. l>. In one volume 

VeTy'la g/nnpe" aVauano. extra Molh,wi£*» 
copper- plate figures, plain and colored, So 00 

HUGHES' INTRODUCTION TO THE PRAC 



TICE OF AUSCULTATION AND OTHER 
MODES OF PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS, IN DIS- 
EASES OF THE LUNGS AND HEART. Se- 
cond' edition 1 vol. royal 12mo., ex. cloth, pp. 
304 SI 00. 

HOLLAND'S MEDICAL NOTES AND RE- 
FLECTIONS. From the third London edition. 
In one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth. $3. 

HORNKR'S SPECIAL ANATOMY AND HIS- 
TOLOGY. Eighth edition. Extensively revised 
and modified. In two large octavo volumes, ex- 
tra cloth, of more than 1000 pages, with over 308 
illustrations. S6 00. 
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HAMILTON (FRANK H.), M. D., 

Professor of Surgery in the Long Island College Hospital. 

A .PRACTICAL TREATISE ON FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS. 

Second edition, revised and improved. In one large and handsome octavo volume, of over 750 
pages, with nearly 300 illustrations, extra cloth, $4 75. (Just Ready, May, 186J.) 

The early demand for a new edition of this work shows that it has been successful in securing 
the confidence of the profession as a standard authority for consultation and reference on its import- 
ant and difficult subject. In again passing it through the press, the author has taken the opportu- 
nity to revise it carefully, and introduce whatever improvements have been suggested by further 
experience and observation An additional chapter on Gun-shot Fractures will be found to adapt 
it still more fully to the exigencies of the time. 



Among the many good workers at surgpry of whom 
America may now boast rot. the least is Frank Hast- 
ings Hamilton ; and the volume before us >s(we say 
it with a pang of wounded patriotism) the best and 
handiest book on tfte subject in the Erglish lan- 
guage. It is in vain to attempt a review of it; 
nearly as vain to seek for any sins, either of com- 
mission or omission. We have seen no work on 
practical surgery which we would sooner recom- 
mend to our brother surgeons, especially those of 
" the services," or those whose practice lies in dis- 
tricts where a man has necessarily to rely on his 
own unaided resources. The practitioner will find 
in it directions for nearly every possible aeJiuent, 
easily found and comprehended ; and much pleasant 
reading for him to muse over in the after considera- 
tion ofhis cases — Edinburgh Med.Journ Feb 1861. 

This is a valuable contribution to the suTgery of 
most important affections, ana is the more welcome, 
inasmuch as at the pres< nt time we do not possess 
a single complete treatise ori Fractures and Dislo- 
cations in the English language. It has remained for 
our A merican brother to produce a complete treatise 
upon the subject, and bring together in a convenient 
form those alterations and improvements that have 



When we say, however, that we believe it will at 
once take its place as the best book for consultation 
by the practitioner; and that it, will form the most 
complete, available, and reliable guide in emergen- 
cies of every nature connected with its subjects; and 
also that the student of su rgery may make it his text- 
book with entire confidence, and with pleasure also, 
from its agree ible and easy style— we I hink our own 
opinion may be gathered as to its value.— Roston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, March 1, I860. 

The work is concise, judicious, and accurate, and 
adapted to the wants of the student, practitioner, 
and investigator, honorable to the author and to the 
profession. — Chicago Med. Journal, March, 1860. 

We resard this work as an honor not only to its 
author, hut to the profession of our country. Were 
we to review it thoroughly, we could not convey to 
the mind of ihe reader more forcibly our honest 
opinion expressed in the few words — we think it the 
best book ot its kind extant. Every man interested 
in surgery will soon have this work on his desk. 
He who does not, will be the loser.— New Orleans 
M'dical News, March, I860. 
Dr. Hamilton is fortunate in having succeeded in 



been made from time to time in "the treatment of these I f "u ng f tlle v0ld > SO t U ] ng ' Tf h What cannot fal1 
affections. One great and valuable feature in the I to be at once accepted as a model monograph in some 
work before us is the fact that it comprises all the res P ect f> and a ^ork <>f classic-il authority We 



Improvements introduced into the practice of both 
English and American surgery, and though far from 
omitting mention of our continental neighbors, the 
author by no means encourages the notion — but too 
prevalent in some quarters— that nothing is good 
unless imported from France or Germany. The 
latter half of the work is devoted to the considera- 
tion of the various dislocations and their appropri- 
ate treatment, and its merit is fully equal to that of 
the preceding portion — The London Lancet,M&V 5, 
1860 



sincerely congratulate the profession of the United 
States on the appearance of such a publication from 
one of their number. We have reason to be proud 
of it as an original work, both in a literary and sci- 
entific point of view, and to esteem it as a valuable 
guide in a most difficult and important branch of 
study and practice. On every account, therefore, 
we hope that it may soon be widely known abroad 
as an evidence of genuine progress on this side of 
the Atlantic, and further, that it may be still more 
widely known at home as an authoritative teacher 



It io «™„v,-ti,w.ii .i v i L ,. from which every one mav profitably learn, and as 

whlh if £ \ I b °° k Up °, n he ! nb J pcts of I affording an example of honest, well-directed, and 
f ™ ,..w k , '? We cannot doubt that it will untiring industry in authorship which every surgeon 
continue so to be for an indefinite period of time, may emulate.- Am. Med. Journal, April, 



D , % HODGE (HUGH L.), M. D.. 

Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children in the University of Pennsylvania 4c 

°m DIS ^? ES - PECULIAR TO WOMEN, including Displacements of 'the 
Uterus. With original illustrations. In one beautifully printed octavo volume, of nearly 500 
pages, extra cloth. $3 25. 



We will say at once that the work fulfils its object 
capitally well; and we will moreover venture the 
assertion that it will inaugurate an improved prac- 
tice throughout this whole country. The secrets of 
the author's success are so clearly revealed that the 
attentive student cannot fail to insure a goodly por- 
tion of similar success in his own practice. It is a 
credit to all medical literature; and we add. that 
the physician who does not place it in his library, 
and who does not faithfully con its pages, will lose 
a vast deal of knowledge that would be most useful 
to himself and beneficial to hie patients. It is a 
practical work of the highest order of merit; and it 
will take rank as such immediately.— Maryland and 
Virginia Medical Journal, Feb. 1861. 

This contribution towards the elucidation of the 
pathology and treatment of some of the diseases 
peculiar to women, 'cannot fail to meet with a favor 
able reception from the medical profession. The 
character of the particular maladies of which the 
work before us treats; their frequency, variety, and 
obscunty : the amount of malaise and even of actual 
suffering by which they are invariably attended- 
their obstinacy, the difficulty with which they are 
overcome, and their disposition again and again to 



1 tecur— these, taken in connection with the entire 
competency of the author to render a correct ac- 
count of their nature their causes, and their appro- 
priate management— His ample experience, his ma- 
tured judgment, and his perfect conscientiousness— 
invest this publication with an interest and value to 
which few of the medical treatises of a recent date 
can lay a stronger, if, perchance, an equal claim.— 
Am. Journ. Med. Sciences, Jan. lS(il. 

Indeed, although no part of the volume is not emi- 
nently deserving of perusal and study, we think that 
the nine chapters devoted to this subject, are espe- 
cially so, and wt know of no more valuable mono- 
graph upnn the symptoms, prognosis, and manage- 
ment of these annoying maladies than is coni-tituted 
by this part of the work. We cannot but regard it 
asoneot the most original and m .st practical works 
of the day ; one which every accoucheur and physi- 
ciaa should most carefully reid; for we are per- 
suaded that he will arise from its perusal with new 
ideas, which will induct him into a more rational 
practice in regard to many a suffering fern ale, who 
may have placed her health in his hands.-JSrtiwA 
American Journal, Feb. 1861. 



The illustrations, which are all original, are drawn to a uniform scale of one-half the natural size 
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HODGE (HUGH L.), M. D., 

Lfitp Professor of Midwifery, Ac, in the University of Pennsylvania. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS. In one large quarto 

volume of over 550 peges, with one hundred and fifty-eight figures on thirty two beautifully exe- 
cuted lithographic plates, and numerous wood-cuts in the text. {Just Ready.) 
This work, embodying the results of an extensive practice for more than forty years, cannot fail 
to prove of the utmost value to all who are engaged in this department of medicine. The author's 
position as one of [he highest authorities on the subject in this country is well known, and the fruit 
of his ripe experience and long observation, carefully matured and elaborated, must serve as an 
invaluable text-book for the student and an unfailing counsel for the practitioner in the emergencies 
which so frequently arise in obstetric practice. 

The illustrations will form a novel feature in the work. The lithographic plates are all original, 
and to insure their absolute accuracy they have all been copied from photographs taken expressly 
for the purpose. In ordinary obstetrical plates, the positions of the foetus are represented by din- 
grams or sections of the patient, which are of course purely imaginary, and their correctness is 
scarcely more than a matter of chance with the artist. Their beauty as pictures is thereby increased 
without corresponding utility to the student, as in practice he must for the most part depend for his 
diagnosis upon the relative positions of the foeta| skull and the pelvic bones of the mother. It is, 
therefore, desirable that the points upon which he is in future to rely, should form the Lasis of his 
instruction, and consequently in the preparation of these illustrations the skeleton has alone been 
used, and the aid of photography invoked, by which a series of representations has been secured of 
the strictest and most rigid accuracy. It is easy to recognize the value thus added to the very full 
uetai's on the subject of the Mechanism of Labour with which the work abounds 

It may be added that no pains or expense will be spared to render the mechanical execution of the 
. volume worthy in every respect of the character and value of the teachings it contains. 



HABERSHON (S. O.), M. D., 

Assistant Physician to and Lecturer on Materia Medica and Therapeutics at Guy's Hospital, &c. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON DISEASES 

OF THE ALIMENTARY CANAL, OESOPHAGUS, STOMACH, CjECUM, AND INTES- 
TINES. With illustrations on wood. In one handsome octavo volume of 312 pages, extra 
cloth $1 75. 

HOBLYN (RICHARD D.), M. D. 
A DICTIONARY OF THE TERMS USED IN MEDICINE AND THE 

COLLATERAL SCIENCES. A new American edition. Revised, with numerous Additions, 
by Isaac Hays, M. D., editor of the " American Journal of the Medical Sciences." In one large 
royal 12mo. volume, leather, of over 500 double columned pages. $1 50. 

To both practitioner and student, we recommend use ; embracing every department of medical science 
this dictionary as beins convenient in size, accurate ! down to the very latest date— Western Lancet 



in definition, and sufficiently full and complete for 
ordinary consultation. — Charleston Med. Journ. 

We know of no dictionary better arranged and 
adapted. Itisnotencumbered with the obsoleteterrna 
of a bygone age, but it contains all that are now in 



Hoblyn's Dictionary has long been a favorite with 
us. It is the best book of definitions we have, and 
ought always to be upon the student's table. — 
Southern Med. and Surg. Journal . 



JONES (T. WHARTON), F. R. S., 

Professor of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery in University College, London, &c. 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OPHTHALMIC MEDICINE 

AND SURGERY With one hundred and seventeen illustrations. Third and revised Ameri- 
can, with additions from the second London edition. In one handsome octavo volume, extra 
cloth, ol 455 pages. $3 00. - • 

Seven years having elapsed since the appearance of the last edition of this standard work very 
considerable addition's have been found necessary to adapt it thoroughly to the advance , o oph ithaJ- 
mio science The introduction of the ophthalmoscope has resulted in adding greatly to our know- 
Edge ™ "he pathology of the diseases of the eye, particularly of its more deeply seated tissues, and 
correspond n- improvements in medical treatment and operative procedures have been in roduced. 
Al theTmaUer^ the editor has endeavoured to add, bearing in mind the character of the volume as a 
condensed and practical manual To accommodate this unavoidable increase in the size of the work, 
SSSXStaSTSKiged from a duodecimo to an octavo and it is presented as worthy a continu- 
ance of the favour which has been bestowed on former editions. 

A ^complete series of " test-types" for examining the accommodating power of the eye, will be 
found an important and useful addition. 

mNJFS (C HANDFIELD), F.R.S., &. EDWARD H. SIEVEKING, M.D., 

J O N E S (C . M A ^ f ^ p!iysic)ans an d Lecturers in St. Mary's Hospital, London. 

A MANUAL OF PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. First American Edition, 

Revised With three hundred and ninety-seven handsome wood engravings. In o„e large and 
EtifuiocTavo volume of nearly 750 pages, extra cloth. *3 75. 

,„ r t hook containing, in a condensed obliged to glean from a great number of monographs 
As a concise text- dook, containing, >" , _„,, »,,« fi ^ M „ ron orl „,,,„„„;„„ n,nt hntfowniiltivntpr 



form VcompTeE ou time' of whaT'iV known in the 

bCSt ^t tt. com pf,- tc ess'?, «! Wvity, \nd in this 
eonsis s n tscomiu, deBiUeTatam i„ „„r lite- 

Jatule HereUfore §.e student of pathology was 



onllgeu to glean trom a great numuerui muiiugiapuB, 
and t lie field was so extensive that, but few cultivated 
it with any degree of success. As a simple work 
of reference, therefore, it is of great value to the 
student of pathological anatomy, and should be in 
every physician's library. — Western Lancet. 
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KIRKES (WILLIAM 

Demonstrator of Morbid Anatomy a 

A MANUAL OF PHYSIOLOGY. 

improved London edition. With two hundred 
12mo. volume, extra cloth, pp. 586. $2 00. 

This is a new and very much improved edition Of 
Dr. Kirkes' well-known Handbook of Physiology. 
It combines conciseness with completeness, and is, 
therefore, admirably adapted for consultation by the 
busy practitioner. — Dublin Quarterly Journal. 

One of the very best handbooks of Physiology wt 
possess — presenting just such an outline of the sci- 
ence as the student requires during his attendance 
upon a course of lectures, or for reference whilst 
preparing for examination.— Am. Medical Journal 

Its excellence is in its compactness, its clearness, 



SENHOUSE), M. D., 

t St. Bartholomew's Hospital, &C. 

A now American, from the third and 
illustrations. In one large and handsome royal 

and its carefully cited authorities. It is the most 
convenient of text-books. Tliese gentlemen, Messrs. 
Kirkesand Paget, have the gift of telling us what 
we want to know, without thinking it necessary 
to tell us all they know. — Boston Med and Surg. 
Journal. 

For the student beginning this study, and the 
practitioner who has but leisure to refresh his 
memory, this book is invaluable, as it contains all 
that it is important to know. — Charleston Mtd. 
Journal. 



KNAPP'S TECHNOLOGY ; or, Chemistry applied 
to the Arts and to Manufactures. Edited by Dr. 
Ronalds, Dr. Richardson, and Prof. W. R. 
Johnson. In twohandsonu 8vo. vols , extra cloth, 
with about 500 wood- engravings. $6 00. 



LAYCOCK'S LECTURES ON THE PRINCI- 
PLES AND METHODS OF MEDICAL OB- 
SERVATION AND RESEARCH. For the Use 

of Advanced Students and Junior Practitioners. 
In one royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth. PriceSl. 



LALLEMAND AND WILSON. 
L PKACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CAUSES, SYMPTOMS, AND 

TREATMENT OF SPERMATORRHOEA. By M. Lallemand. Translated and edited by 

Henry J McDougall. Third American edition. To which is added ON DISEASES 

OF THE VESICUL^E SEMINALES; and their associated organs. With special refer- 
ence to the Morbid Secretion;- of the Prostatic and Urethral Mucous Membrane. By Marris 
Wilson, M. D. In one neat octavo volume, of about 400 pp., extra cloth. $2 00. 



LA ROCHE (R.), M. D., &.c. 
YELLOW FEVER, considered in its Historical, Pathological, Etiological, and 

Therapeutical Relations. Including a Sketch of the Disease as it has occurred in Philadelphia 
from 1699 to 1854, with an examination of the connections between it and the fevers known under 
the same name in other parts of temperate as well as in tropical regions. In two large and 
handsome octavo volumes of nearly 1500 pages, extra cloth. $7 00. 



From Professor S. H. Dickson, Charleston, S. C, 
September 18, 1855. 

A monument of intelligent and well applied re- 
search, almost without example. It is, indeed, in 
itself, a large library, and is destined to constitute 
the special resort as a book of reference, in the 
subject of which it treats, to all future time. 

We have not time at present, engaged as we are, 
by day and by night, in the work of combating this 
very disease, now prevailing in our city, to do more 
than give this cursory notice of what we consider 
as undoubtedly the most able and erudite medical 
publication our country has yet produced But in 
view of the startling fact, that this, the most malig- 



nant and unmanageable disease of modern times, 
has for several years been prevailing in our country 
to a greater extent than ever before; that it is no 
longer confined to either large or small cities, but 
penetrates country villages, plantations, and farm- 
houses; that it is treated with scarcely better suc- 
cess now than thirty or forty years ago ; that there 
is vast mischief done by ignorant pretenders to know- 
ledge in regard to the disease, and in view of the pro- 
bability that a majority of southern physicians will 
be called upon to treat the disease, we trust that this 
able and comprehensive treatise will be very gene- 
rally read in the south. — Memphis Med. Recorder. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



PNEUMONIA ; its Supposed Connection, Pathological and Etiological, with Au- 

tumnal Fevers, including an Inquiry into the Existence ami Morbid Agency of Malaria. In one 
handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 500 pages. $3 00. 



A TREATISE 



LAWRENCE (W.), F. R. S., &.C. 
ON DISEASES OF THE EYE. A new edition, edited, 

with numerous additions, and '2-13 illustrations, by Isaac Hays. M. D., Surgeon to Will's Hospi- 
tal &c. In one very large and handsome octavo volume, of 950 pages, strongly bound in leather 
With raised bands. $7 00. 



LUDLOW (J. L.), M. D. 
A MANUAL OF EXAMINATIONS upon Anatomy, Physioloo-y, Surgery, 

Practice of Medicine, Obstetrics, Materia Medica, Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics To 
Which is added a Medical Formulary. Third edition, thoroughly revised and °-reatlv extended 
and enlarged. With 370 illustrations. In one handsome royal 12mo. volume ot 81H lar^p 
pages, extra cloth, $2 50. ' °' OJD large 

We know of no better companion for the student I crammed into his head by the various Drofea™™ tn 
during the hours spent in the lecture, room, or to re- whom he is compelled to listen — Wester* rW*,*t 
fresh, at a glance, his memory of the various topics May, lt>57. ^anctt, 
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PfTVQTYYr™™» T ~ LEHMANN (C. G.) 

G^eorI F ^ C ^n CHEMISTRY. Translated from the second edition by 

S the Mldi?al h5i" r F - Vl' &< V' e,,i,ed b y R " E - RoGERS ' M - D -> Professor of Chemistry 
Funke's A fl« L D p? art - m . e IU ° f i the diversity of Pennsylvania, with illustrations selected from 
»n hmirl, 1p ot Physio og^ieal Chemistry, and an Appendix of plates. Complete in two large 
trations $6 00 voll »me S> extra cloth, containing 1200 pages, with nearly two hundred illus- 

ma^ommehL^v^l "^r* unrivaI1 «> as the I The most important contribution as yet made to 
tion extTnt on "very bin oh TR™"?-™* infornl; >- Physiological Chemistry .-Am. Journal Med. Sci- 
tmn extant on ewry branch of the snbieet on which I in/?s T»n m<5fi 
ittreats.-.E<f*»8i.r*A Journal of Medical Science | ' 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

MANUAL OF CHEMICAL PHYSIOLOGY. Translated from the German, 

p^L . ,e p a '\ Addl £ ons ' b y a J Cheston Morris, M. D., with an Introductory Essay on Vital 
Force, by Professor Samuel Jackson, M. D., of the University of Pennsylvania. With illus- 
trations on wood. In one very handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 336 pages. $2 25. 

LYONS (ROBERT D.), K. C. C, 

Late Pathologist in-chief to the British Army in the Crimea, &c. . 

A TREATISE ON FEVER; or, selections from a course of Lectures on Fever. 
Being part of a course of Theory and Practice of Medicine. In one neat octavo volume, of 362 
pages, extra cloth; $2 00. (Just Issued.) 



This is an admirable work upon the most remark- 
able and most important class of diseases to which 
mankind are liable. — Med. Journ. of N. Carolina 
May, 186L 

We have great pleasure in recommending Dr. 



Lyons' work on Fever to the attention of the pro- 
fession. It is a work which cannot fail to enhance 
the author's previous well-earned reputation, as a 
diligent, careful, and accurate observer. — British 
Med. Journal, March 2, 18G1. 



MEIGS (CHARLES D.), M. D., 

Lately Professor of Obstetrics, &c. in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

OBSTETRICS : THE SCIENCE AND THE ART. Fourth edition, revised 

and improved. With one hundred and twenty-nine illustrations. In one beautifully printed octave 
volume, of seven hundred and thirty large pages, extra cloth, $4 00. 

From the Author's Preface. 

" [n this edition I have endeavored to amend the work by changes in its form ; by careful cor- 
rections of many expression*, and by a few omissions and some additions as to the text. 

"The Student will find that I have recast the article on Placenta Praevia, which I was led to do 
out of my desire to notice certain new modes of treatment which I regarded as not only ill founded 
as to the philosophy of our department, but dangerous to the people. 

" In changing the form of my work by dividing it into paragraphs or sections, numbered from 1 
to 959, 1 thought to present to the reader a common-place book of the whole volume. Such a table 
of contents ought to prove both convenient and useful to a Student while attending public lectures." 

A work which has enjoyed so extensive a reputation and has been received with such general 
favor, requires only the assurance that the author has labored assiduously to embody in his new 
edition whatever has been found necessary to render it fully on a level with the most advanced 
state of the subject. Both as a textbook for the student and a* a reliable work of reference for 
the practitioner, it is therefore to be hoped that the volume will be found worthy a continuance of 
the confidence reposed in previous editions. 

BY the same author. (Just Issued.) 

WOMAN: HER DISEASES AND THEIR REMEDIES. A Series of Leo- 

tures to his Class. Fourth and Improved edition. In one large and beautifully printed octa\e 

volume, extra cloth, of over 700 pages. $3 50. 

In other respects, in our estimation, too much can- i which cannot fail to recommend the volume to the 
not be said in praise of this work. It abounds with ! attention of the reaJer. — Ranking'' s Abstract. 
beautiful passages, and for conciseness, for origin- ,. . . . . , „..■ , . .i«j_. 

ality, and for all that is commendable in a work on It contains a vast amount of practical know edge, 
the d'.^Be* of females, it is not excelled, and nro- >7 one who has accurately observed and retained 



the diseases of females, it is not excelled, and pro 
bably not equalled in the English Language, tin the 
whole, we know of no work on the diseases of wo- 
men which we can so cordially commend to the 
student and practitioneras the one before us.— Okie 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

The body of the book is worthy of attentive con- 
sideration, and is evidently the production of a 
clever, thoughtful, and sagacious physician. Dr. 
Meigs's letters on the diseases of the external or- 
gans, contain many interesting and rare cases, and 
many instructive observations. We take our leave 
of Dr Meigs, with a high opinion of his talents and 
originality.— The British and Foreign Mcdico-t'hi- 
rurgical Review. 

Every chapter is replete with practical instruc- 
tion and bears the impress of being the composition 
of an acute and experienced mind . There is a terse- 



the experience of many years. — Dublin Quarterly 
Journal. 

Full of important matter, conveyed in a ready and 
agreeao(e manner. — St. Louis Med. and Surg. Jour. 



There is an off-hand fervor, aglow, and a warm- 
aeartedness infecting the eff jrt of Dr. Meigs, which 
is entirely captivating, and which absolutely hur- 
ries the reader through from beginning to end. Be- 
sides, the book teems with solid instruction, and 
it shows the very highest evidence of ability, viz., 
the clearness with which the information is pre- 
sented. We know of no better test of one's under- 
standing a subject than the evidence of the power 
of lucidly explaining it. The most elementary, as 
well as the obscurest subjects, under the pencil of 
Prof. Meigs, are isolated and made to stand out in 
such hold relief, as to produce distinct impression* 
upon the mind and memory of the reader. — Tkt 
icriptTonolVymptoiiis, and in the rules for diagnosis, J Charleston Med. Journal. 
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MEIGS (CHARLES D.lM. D., 
Lately Professor of Obstetrics, &c, in Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

ON THE NATURE, SIGNS, AND TREATMENT OF CHILDBED 

FEVER. In a Ser.es of Letter, addressed to the Students of his Class. In one handsome 

octavo volume, extra cloth, ot 365 pages. $2 50. 

leetable book. * * * This treatise upon child- 
bed fevers will have an extensive sale, being des- 
tined, as it deserves, to find a place in the library 



The instructive and interesting author of this 
work, whose previous labors have placed his coun- 
trymen under deep and abiding obligations, again 
challenges their admiration in the fresh and vigor 
ous, attractive and racy pages before us. It is a de- 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR 



,«f every practitioner who scorns tolag in the rear.— 
Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 
WITH COLORED PLATES. 



A TREATISE ON ACUTE AND CHRONIC DISEASES OF THE NECK 

OF THE UTERUS. With numerous plates, drawn and colored from nature in the highest 
style of art. In one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth. $4 50. 



MACLISE (JOSEPH), SURGEON. 
SURGICAL ANATOMY. Forming one volume, very large imperial quarto. 

With sixty-eight large and splendid Plates, drawn in the best style and beautifully colored. Con- 
taining one hundred and ninety Figures, many of them the size of life. Together with copious 
and explanatory letter-press. Strongly and handsomely bound in extra cloth, being one ol the 
cheapest and best executed Surgical works as yet issued in this country. $11 00. 

Gentlemen preparing for service in the field or hospital will find these plates 
of the highest practical value, either for consultation in emergencies or to refresh 
their recollection of the dissecting room. 

%* The size of this work prevents its transmission through the post-office as a whole, but those 
who desire to have copies forwarded by mail, can receive them in five parts, done up in stout 
wrappers. Price $9 00. 



One of the greatest artistic triumphs of the age 
in Surgical Anatomy. — British American Medical 
Journal. 

No practitioner whose means will admit should 
fail to possess it. — Banking's Abstract. 

Too much cannot be said in its praise; indeed, 
we have not language to do it justice. — Ohio Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal. 

The most accurately engraved and beautifully 
colored plates we have ever seen in an American 
book — one of the best and cheapest surgical works 
ever published. — Buffalo Medical Journal. 

It is very rare that so elegantly printed, so well 
illustrated, and so useful a work, is offered at so 
moderate a price. — Charleston Medical Journal. 

Its plates can boast a superiority which places 
them almost beyond the reach of competition . — Medi- 
cal Examiner. 

Country practitioners will find these plates of im- 
mense value. — N. Y. Medical Gazette. 



A work which has no parallel in point of accu- 
racy and cheapness in the English language.— N. Y. 
Journal of Medicine. 

We are extremely gratified to announce to the 
profession the completion of this truly magnificent 
work, which, as a whole, certainly stands unri- 
valled, both for accuracy of drawing, beauty of 
coloring, and all the requisite explanations of ths 
subject in hand. — The Neu Orleans Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 

This is by far the ablest work on Surgical Ana- 
tomy that has come under our observation. We 
know of no other work that would justify a stu- 
dent, in any degree, for neglect of actual dissec- 
tion. In those sudden emergencies that so often 
arise, and which require theinstantaneouscommand 
of minute anatomical knowledge, a work of this kind 
keeps the details of the dissecting-room perpetually 
fresh in the memory .—The Western Journal of Medi- 
cine and Surgery. 



MILLER (HENRY), M. D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children in the University of Louisville. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS, &c. ; including the Treat- 

ment of Chronic Inflammation of the Cervix and Body of the Uterus considered as a frequent 
cause of Abortion. With about one hundred illustrations on wood. In one very handsome oc- 
tavo volume, of over 600 pages, extra cloth. $3 75. 
We congratulate, the author that, the task is done. 
We congratulate him that he has given to the medi- 
cal public a work which will secure for him a high 
and permanent position among the standard autho- 
rities on the principles and practice of obstetrics. 



Congratulations are not less due to the medical pro 
fession of this country, on the acquisition of a trea- 
tise embodying the results of the studies, reflections, 
and experience of Prof. Miller. — Buffalo Medical 
Journal. 

In fact, this volume must take its place among the 
standard systematic treatises on obstetrics ; a posi- 



tion to which its merits justly entitle it. — The Cin- 
cinnati Lancet and Observer. 



A most respectable and valuable addition to our 
home medical literature, and one reflecting credit 
alike on the author and the institution to wnich he 
is attached. The student will find in this work a 
most useful guide to his studies; the country prac- 
titioner, rusty in his reading, can obtain from its 
pages a fair resume of the modern literature of the 
science; and we hope to see this American produc- 
tion generally consulted by the profession. — V*. 
Med. Journal. 



MACKENZIE (W.), M.D., 

Surgeon Oculist in Scotland in ordinary to Her Majesty, &c. &c. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES AND INJURIES OF THE 

EYE. To which is prefixed an Anatomical Introduction explanatory of a Horizontal Section oi 
the Human Eyeball, by Thomas Wharton Jones, F. R. S. From the Fourth Revised and En- 
larged London Edition. With Notes and Additions by Addinell Hewson, M.D., Surgeon to 
Wills Hospital, &c. &c. In one very large and handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, with plates 
and numerous wood-cuts. $5 25. 

The treatise of Dr. Mackenzie indisputably holds I We consider it the duty of every one who has the 
the firstplace, and forms, in respect of learning and love of his profession and the welfare, of his patient 
research, an Encyclopaedia unequalled inextentby I at heart, to make himself familiar with thisthc most 
any other work of the kind, either English or foreign, complete work in the English language upon the dig- 
— Dixon on Diseases of th( Eye. \ eases of the eye. — Med. Times and Gazette. 
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FILLER (JAMES), F. R. S. E., 
PRTNPTPT rro,e880r of Surgery in the University of Edinburgh, &c. 

Edinburgh etotn ^ 8 ^!,^ 11 ^ Fourt * American, from the third and revised 
twc hundred and forty SSmE^^S^SkI Vohme ' ~ tra d ° th ' ° f 7 °° P^», with 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

Savin- on wool In 1 f American editor. Illustrated by three hundred and sixty- four 

No eZ 1^T7 , '"** ° CtaV0 Volume > extra <* loth > of nearly 700 pages. $3 75. 
No encomium of ours nrmlrl nH,i ►« «._ . .... ' r ° 



No encomium of ours could add to the popularity 
•f Miller's Surgery Its reputation in this country 

18 unsurpassed by that of any other work, and, when 
taken in connection with the author's Principles Vf 
Surgery, constitutes a whole, without reference to 
which noconscientious surgeon would be willing to 
practicehis&rt -Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 

It is seldom that two volumes have ever made so 
profound an impression in so short a time as the 
"Principles" and the "Practice" of Surgery by 
Mr. Miller— or so richly merited the reputation they 
have acquired. The author is an eminently sensi- 
ble, practical, and well-informed man, who knows 
exactly what he is talking about and exactly how to 
talk it.— Kentucky Medical Recorder. 

By the almost unanimous voice of the profession, 



his works, both on the principles and practice of 
surgery have been assigned the highest rank. If we 
were limited to but one work on surgery, that one 
should be Miller's, as we regard it us superior to ali 
others— St. Louis Med. and Surg Journal. 

The author has in this and his " Principles," pre- 
sented to the profession one of the most complete and 
reliable systems of Surgery extant. His style of 
writing is original, impressive, and engaging, ener- 
getic, concise, and lucid. Few have the faculty of 
condensing so much in small space, and at the same 
time so persistently holding theattention. Whether 
as a text-book for students or a book of reference 
for practitioners, it cannot be too strongly recom- 
mended. — Southern Journal of Med. and Physical 
Sciences. 



MORLAND (W. W.), M . D., 

Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society, &c. 



DISEASES OF THE URINARY ORGAxNS; a Compendium of their Diagnosis, 

Pathology, and Treatment. With illustrations. In one large and handsome octavo volume, ol 
about 600 pages, extra cloth. $3 50. 



Taken as a whole, we can recommend Dr. Mor- 
land's compendium as a very desirable addition to 
the library of every medical or surgical practi- 
tioner.— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev"., April, 1859. 

Every medical practitioner whose attention has 
been to any extent attracted towards the class of 
diseases to which this treatise relates, must have 
often and sorely experienced the want of some full, 
yet concise recent compendium to which he could 



refer. This desideratum has been supplied by Dr. 
Morland, and it has been ably done. He has placed 
before us a full, judicious, and reliable digest. 
Each subject is treated with sufficient minuteness, 
yet in a succinct, narrational style, such as to reDder 
the worK one of great interest, and one which will 
prove in the highest degree useful to the general 
practitioner. — N. Y. Journ. of Medicine, 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



THE MORBID EFFECTS OF THE RETENTION IN THE BLOOD OF 

THE ELEMENTS OF THE URINARY" SECRETJON. Being the Dissertation to which the 
Fiske Fund Prize was awarded, July 11, 1861. In one small octavo volume, 83 pages, extra 
cloth. 75 cents. 



MONTGOMERY (W. F.), M. D., M. R. I. A., &.c, 

Professor of Midwifery in the King and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland, &.C 

AN EXPOSITION OF THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF PREGNANCY. 

With some other Papers on Subjects connected with Midwifery. From the second and enlarged 

English edition. With two exquisite colored plates, and numerous wood-cuts. In one very 

handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of nearly 600 pages. $3 75. 

A book unusually rich in practical suggestions. — i fresh, and vigorous, and classical is our author's 
Am. Journal Med. Sciences, Jan. 1857. style; and one forgets, in the renewed charm of 

These several subjects so interesting in them- | ^ery page, that it, and every line, and every word 
selves, and so important, every one of them, to the nas been weighed and reweigheu through years of 
most delicate and precious of social relations, eon- preparation ; that this is of all others the book of 
trolling often the honor and domestic peace of a Obstetric Law, on each of its several topics; on all 
family, the legitimacy of offspring, or the life of its P<""ts connected with pregnancy, to be everywhere 
parent, are all treated with an elegance of diction, I received as a manual of special jurisprudence, at 
fulness of il lustrations, acuteness and justice of rea- " nf;c announcing fact, affording argument, establish- 
6oning,unparall«rted in obstetrics, and unsurpassed in ln 6 precedent, and governing alike the juryman, ad- 
medicine. The reader's interest can never flag, so | vocate, and judge. — N. A. Med.-Chir. Review. 



MOHR (FRANCIS), PH. D., AND REDWOOD (THEOPHILUS). 
PRACTICAL PHARMACY. Comprising the Arrangements, Apparatus, and 

Manipulations of the Phurmaeeutic-al Shop and Laboratory. Edited, with extensive Additions, 
bv Prof. William Procter, of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. In one handsomely 
printed octavo volume, extra cloth, ol 570 pages, with over 500 engravings on wood. $2 75 



MAVNE'S DISPENSATORY AND THERA- 
PEUTICAL REMEMBRANCER. W ith every 
Practical Formula contained in the three British 
Pharmacopoeias Edited, with the addition of the 
Formulae of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia, by R. E. 
Hbiffith,M.D 1 12mo.vol.ex.cl.,300pp. 75c. 



MALGAIGNE'S OPERATIVE SURGERY, based 
on Normal and Pathological Anatomy. Trans- 
lated from the French by Frederick Brittan, 
A B.,M.D. With numerous illustrations on wood. 
In one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 
nearly six hundred pages. $2 25. 
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NEILL (JOHN), M. D., 

Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Hospital, &c; and 

FRANCIS GURNEY SMITH, M . D., 

Professor of Institutes of Medicine in the Pennsylvania Medical College. 

AN ANALYTICAL COMPENDIUM OP THE VARIOUS BRANCHES 

OF MEDICAL SCIENCE; for the Use and Examination of Students. A new edition, revised 
and improved. In one very large and handsomely printed, royal 12mo. volume, of about one 
thousand pases, with 374 wood-cuts, extra cloth, $3 25. Strongly bound in leather, with raised 
bands. $3 50. 

This work is again presented as eminently worthy of the favor with which it has hitherto 
been received. As a book for daily reference by the. student requiring a guide to his more elaborate 
text-books, as a manual for preceptors desiring to stimulate their students by frequent and accurate 
examination, or as a source from which the practitioners of older date may easily and cheaply acquire 
a knowledge of the changes and improvement in professional science, its reputation is permanently 
established. 



The best work of the kind with which we are 
acquainted. — Med. Examiner. 

Having made free use of this volume in our ex- 
aminations of pupils, we can speak from experi- 
ence in recommending it as an admirable compend 
for students, and as" especially useful to preceptors 
who examine their pupils. It will save the teacher 
much labor by enabling him readily to recall all of 
the points upon which his pupils should be ex- 
amined. A work of this sort should be in the Hands 
of every one who takes pupils into his office with a 
view of examining them ; and this is unquestionably 
the best of its class. — Transylvania Med. Journal 

In the rapid course of lectures, where work for 



the students is heavy, and review necessary for an 
examination, a compend is not only valuable, but 
it is almost a sine qua non. The one before us is, 
in most of the divisions, the most unexceptionable 
of all books of the kind that we know of. The 
newest and soundest doctrines and the latest im- 
provements and discoveries are explicitly, though 
concisely, laid before the student. There is a class 
to whom we very sincerely commend this cheap book 
as worth its weight in silver — that class is the gradu- 
ates in medicine of more than ten years' standing, 
who ha»e not studied medicine since. They will 
perhaps find outfroin itthatthe scieneeisnotexactly 
now what it was when they left it off. — The Stetht- 
scopt. 



NELIGAN (J. MOORE), M. D., M. R. I. A., &c. 
ATLAS OF CUTANEOUS DISEASES. In one beautiful quarto volume, extra 

cloth, with splendid colored plates, presenting nearly one hundred elaborate representations of 
disease. $4 75. 

This beautiful volume is intended as a complete and accurate representation of all the varieties 
of Diseases of the Skin. While it can be consulted in conjunction with any work on Practice, it has 
especial reference to the author's " Treatise on Diseases of the Skin," so favorably received by the 
profession some years since. The publishers feel jusiiiied in saying that few more beautifully exe- 
cuted plates have ever been presented to the profession of this country. 

Neligan's Atlas of CutaneoiiB Diseases supplies a 
long existent desideratum much felt by the largest 
class of our profession. It presents, in quarto size 



16 plates, each containing from 3 to 6 figures, and 
forming in all a total of 90 distinct representations 
of the different species of skin affections, grouped 
together in genera or families. The illustrations 
have been taken from nature, and have been copied 
with such fidelity that they present a striking picture 
of life; in which the reduced scale aptly serves to 



give, at a coup d'ceil, the remarkable peculiarities 
of each individual variety. And while thus the dis- 
ease is rendered more definable, there is yet no loss 
of proportion incurred by the necessary concentra- 
tion. Each figure is highly colored, and so truthful 
has the artist been that the most fastid'ous observer 
could not justly take exception to the correctness of 
the execution of the pictures under his scrutiny.— 
Montreal Med. Chroniclt. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN. Fourth 

American edition. In one neat royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, of 334 pages. $1 25. 



OWEN ON THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF 
THE SKELETON, AND OF THE TEETH. 



One vol. royal 12mo., extra cloth with numerous 
illustrations. $1 25 



PI RRiE (WILLIAM), F. R. 3. E., 

Professor of Surgery in the University of Aberdeen. 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SURGERY. Edited by John 

Neill, M D., Professor of Surgery in the Penna. Medical College, Surgeon tothe Pennsylvania 
Hospital, &c. In one very handsome 8vo. volume, extra cloth, oi 780 pages, with S16 illustrations. 

° r f ls so tun upon the science of the art of surgery. 

Prof. Pirrie, in the work before us, has elabo- | Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery . 

PARKER (LANGSTON), 

Surgeon to the queen's Hospital, Birmingham. 

THE MODERN TREATMENT OF SYPHILITIC DISEASES BOTH PRT- 

MARY AND SECONDARY; compnsingthe Treatment of Constitutional and Confirmed Svohi- 
lis, by a safe and successful method. With numerous Cases, Formulas, and Clinical Ohs.*rv« 
turns. From the Third and entirely rewritten London edition. In one neat octavo volume' 
extra cloth, of 316 pages. $175. »»"uuie, 
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. . D PARRISH (EDWARD), 

Lecturer on Practical Pharmacy and Materia Aledica in the Pennsylvania Academy of Medicine, &o 

A TREATISE ON PHARMACY Designed as a Text-book for the Student, 

and as a Guide lor the Physician and Pharmaceutist. With many Formula; and Prescriptions. 

1 hirer edition, greatly improved. In one handsome»octavo volume., of 850 pages, with several 

hundred Illustrations, extra cloth. $5 00. {Just Ready.) 

Though for some time out of print, ihe appearance of a new edition of this work has been de- 
layed lor the purpose of embodying in it the results of the new U. S. Pharmacopoeia. The pub- 
lication of this latter has enabled the author to complete his revision in the most thorough manner. 
Those who have been waiting for the work may therefore rely on obtaining a volume completely 
on a level with the most advanced condition of pharmaceutical science. 

The favor with which the work has thus far been received shows that the author was not mis- 
taken in his estimate of the want of a treatise which should serve as a practical text-book for all 
engaged in preparing and dispensing medicines. Such a guide was indispensable not only to the 
educated pharmaceutist, but also to that large class of practitioners throughout the country who 
are obliged to compound their own prescriptions, and who dining their collegiate course have no 
opportunity of obtaining a practical familiarity with the necessary processes and manipulations. 
The rapid exhaustion of two large editions is evidence that the author has succeeded in thoroughly 
carrying out his object. Since the appearance of the last edition, much has been done to perfect 
the science ; the new Pharmacopoeia has introduced many changes to which the profession must 
conform ; and the author has labored assiduously to embody in his work all that physicians and 
pharmaceutists can ask for in such a volume. The new matter alone will thus be found wo th 
more than the very moderate cost of the work to those who have been using the previous editions. 



All that we can say of it is that to the practising 
physician, and especially the country physician, 
who is generally his own apothecary, there is hard- 
ly any boot that might not tietterhe dispensed with. 
It is at the same time a dispensatory and a pharma- 
cy. — Louisville Reciew. 

A careful examination of this work enables us to 
speak of it in the highest terms, as being the best 
treatise on practical pharmacy with which we are 
acquainted, and an invaluable vade-mecum, not only 
to the apothecary and to those practitioners who 
are accustomed to prepare their own medicines, but 
to every medical man and medical student. — Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

This is altogether one of the most useful books 
we have seen. It is just what we have long felt to 
he needed by apothecaries, students, and practition- 
ers of medicine, most of whom in this country have 
to put up their own prescriptions. It bears, upon 
every page, the impress of practical knowledge, 
conveyed in a plain common sense manner, and 
adapted to the comprehension of all who may read 
it. — Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 

That Edward Parrish, in writing a book upon 
practical Pharmacy some few years ago — one emi- 
nently original and unique — did the medical and 
pharmaceutical professions a great and valuable ser- 
vice, no one, we think, who has had access to its 
pages will deny; doubly welcome, then, is this new 



edition, containing the added results of his recent 
and rich experience as an observer, teacher, and 
practic il operator in thepharma*eutical laboratory. 
The excellent plan of the first is more thoroughly, 
— Peninsular Med: Journal, Jan. 1860. 

Of course, ail apothecaries who have not already 
a copy of the first edition will procure one of this ; 
it is, therefore, to physicians residing in the country 
and in small towns, who cannot avail themselves of 
the skill of an educated pharmaceutist, that we 
would especially commend this work. In it they 
will find all that they desire to know, and should 
know, hut very little of which they do really Know 
in reference to this important collateral branch of 
their profession; for it is a well established fact, 
that, in the education of physicians, while the sci- 
ence of medicine is generally well taught, very 
little attention is paid to the art of preparing them 
for use, and we know not how this defect can be so 
well remedied as by procuring and consulting Dr. 
Pairish's excellent work. — St. Louis Med. Journal. 
Jan. 1860. 

We know of no work on the subject which would 
be more indispensable to, the physician or student 
desiring information on the subject of which it treats. 
With Griffith's " Medical Formulary" and this, the 
practising physician would be supplied with nearly 
or quite all the most useful information on the sub- 
ject. — Charleston Med. Jour. and Review, Jan. 1860. 



PEASLEE (E. R.), M. D., 

Professor of Physiology and General Pathology in the New York Medical College. 

HUMAN HISTOLOGY, in its relations to Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology; 
for the use of Medical Students. With four hundred and thirty-four illustrations. In one hand- 
some octavo volume, extra cloth, of over 600 pages. $3 75. 



It embraces a library upon the topics discussed 
within itself, andis just what the teacher and learner 
need. We have not only the whole subject of His- 
tology, interesting in itself, ably and fully discussed, 
but what is of infinitely greater interest to the stu- 
dent, because of greater practical value, are its re- 
lations to Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology, 
which are here fully and satisfactorily set forth.— 
Nashville J ourn. of Med. and Surgery. 



We would recommend it as containing a summary 
of all that is known of the importantsubjects winch 
it treats ; of all that is in thegreat works of Simon 
and Lehmann, and the organic chemists in general. 
Master this one volume, and you know all that is 
known of the great fundamental principles of medi- 
cine, and we have no hesitation in saying that it 
is an honor to the American medical profession. — 
St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journal. 



ROKITANSKY (CARL), M.D., 

Curator of the Imperial Pathological Museum, and Professor at the University of Vienna, &c. 

A MANUAL OF PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. Four volumes, octavo, 

bound in two, extra cloth, of about 1200 pages. Translated by W. E. Swaine, Edward Sieve- 
king, C. H. Moore, and G. E. Day. $5 50. 



The profession is too well acquainted with the re- 
putation of Rokitansky's work to need our assur- 
ance that this is one of the most profound, thorough, 
and valuable books ever issued from the medical 
press It is sui generis, and has no standard of com- 
parison It is only necessary to announce that it is 
issued in a form as cheap as is compatible with its 
sire and preservation, and its sale follows as a 
matter of course. No library can be called com- 
pete without it.-Buffalo Med. Journal. 

An attempt to give our readers any adequate idea 
of the vast amount of instruction accumulated in 



these volumes, would be feeble and hopeless. The 
effort of the distinguished author to concentrate 
in a small space his great fund of knowledge, has 
so charged his text with valuable truths, that any 
attempt of a reviewer to epitomize is at once para- 
lyzed, and must end in a failure. — Western Lancet. 
As this is the highest source of knowledge upon 
the important subject of which it treats, no real 
student can afford to be without it. The American 
publishers have entitled themselves to the thanks of 
the profession of their country, for this timeousand 
beautiful edition.— Nashville Journal of Medicin*. 
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RIGBY (EDWARD), M. D., 

Senior Physician to the General Lying-in Hospital, &c. 

A SYSTEM OF MIDWIFERY. With Notes and Additional Illustrations. 

Second American Edition. One volume octavo, extra cloth, 422 pages. f2 50. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT OF FEMALE DISEASES. 

In one neat royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, of about 250 pages, f 1 00. 



RAMS BOTH AM (FRANCIS H .), M.D. 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRIC MEDICINE AND 

SUR&ERY, in reference to the Process of Parturition. A new and enlarged edition, thoroughly 
revised by the Author. With Additions by W. V. Keating, M. D , Professor of Obstetrics, &c, in 
the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. In one large and handsome imperial octavo volume, 
of 650 pages, strongly bound in leather, with raised bands; with sixty- four beautiful Plates, and 
numerous Wood-cuts in the text, containing in all nearly 200 large and beautiful figures. $6 00. 

From Prof. Hodge, of the University of Pa. 
To the American public, it is most valuable, from its intrinsic undoubted excellence, and as being 
the best authorized exponent of British Midwifery. Its circulation will, 1 trust, be extensive throughout 
our country. 

It is unnecessary to say anything in regard to the 
utility of this work. It is already appreciated in our 
country for the value of the matter, the clearness of 



its style, and the fulness of its illustrations. To the 
physician's library it is indispensable, while to the 
student as a text-book, from which to extract the 
material for laying the foundation of an education on 
obstetrical science, it has no superior. — Ohio Med. 
and Surg. Journal. 

The publishers have secured its success by the 



truly elegant style in which they have brought it 
out, excelling themselves in its production, espe- 
cially in its plates. It is dedicated to Prof. Meigs, 
and has the emphatic endorsement of Prof. Hodge, 
as the best exponent of British Midwifery. We 
know of no text-book which deserves in all respects 
to be more highly recommended to students, and we 
could wish to see it in the handsof every practitioner, 
for they will find it invaluable for reference.— Med. 
Gazette. 



RICORD (P.), M. D. 
A TREATISE ON THE VENEREAL DISEASE. By John Hunter, F. R. 8. 

With, copious Additions, by Ph Ricoed, M.D. Translated and Edited, with Notes, by Freeman 
J. Bumstead, M.D., Lecturer on Venereal at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 
Second edition, revised, containing a resume of Ricoed's Recent Lectuees on Chancke. In 
one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, of 550 pages, with eight plates. $3 25. 
Every one will recognize the attractiveness and 
value which this work derives from thus presenih;g 
the opinions of these two masters side by side. But, 
il must be admitted, what has made the fortune of 
the book, is the fact that it contains the "most com- 
plete embodiment of the veritable doctrines of the 



Hopital du Midi," which Mas ever been made pub- 



lic. In conclusion we can say that this is incon- 
testablythe best treatise on syphilis with which we 
are acquainted, and, as we do not often empov the 
phrase, we may be excused for expressing the hope 
that it may find a place in the library of every phy- 
sician.— Virginia Med. and Surg. Journal. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



RICORD'S LETTERS ON SYPHILIS. Translated by W. P. Lattimore M.D- 

In one neat octavo volume, of 270 pages, extra cloth. $2 00. 

ROYLE'S MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS: including the 

Preparations of the Pharmacopoeias of London, Edinburgh, Dublin, and of the United States. 
With many new medicines. Edited by Joseph.Carson, M. D. With ninety-eight illustrations. 
In one large octavo volume, extra cloth, of about 700 pao-es. $3 00. 



SMITH (HENRY H.), M. D., AND HORN ER (W I LLI AM E.) M D 
AN ANATOMICAL ATLAS, illustrative of the Structure of the Human Body 

In one volume, large imperial octavo, extra cloth, with about six hundred and fifty beautiful 
figures, •ts.'f •»>- 



$3 50. 

The plan of this A.tlas, which renders it so pe- 
culiarly convenient for the student, and its superb 
artistical execution, Have been already pointed out. 
We must congratulate the student upon the comple- 
tion of this Atlas, as it is the most convenient work 



of the kind that hasyet appeared ; and we must add, 
the very beautiful manner in which it is " got up" 
is so creditable to the country as to be flattering 
to our national pride.— American Medical Journal. 



SHARPEY (WILLIAM), M. D., JONES QUAIN, M. D., AND 

RICHARD QUAIN, F. R. S., &.c. 

H H A ? r ANAT °MY. Revised, with Notes and Additions, by Joseph Leidy, 

M D., Professor o Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania. Complete in two lar-e octavo 
volumes, extra cloth, of about thirteen hundred pages. With over 500 illustrations f tj 00 



SOLLY ON THE HUMAN BRAIN ; its Structure, 
Physiology, and Diseases. From the Second and 
much enlarged London edition. In one octavo 
volume, extra cloth, of 500 pages, with 120 wood- 
cuts. $2 00. 

SKEY'S OPERATIVE SURGERY. In one very 



handsome, octavo volume, extra cloth, of over 650 
pages, with about one hundred wood-cuts S3 25 
SIMON'S GENERAL PATHOLOGY, as conduc- 
ive to the Establishment of Rational Principles 
for the prevention and Cure of Disease. In one 
octavo volume, extra cloth, of 212 pages $1 25 
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STILLE (ALFRED), M.D. 
THERAPEUTICS AND MATERIA MEDICA; a Systematic Treatise on the 

Action and Uses of Medicinal Agents, including their Description and History. In two large 

and handsome octavo volumes, of 1789 pages, leather. $9 00. 

This work is designed especially for the student and practitioner of medicine, and treats the various 
articles of the Materia Medica from the point of view of the bedside, and not of the shop or of the 
lecture-room. While thus endeavoring to give all practical information likely to be useful with 
respect to the employment of special remedies in special affections, and tne results to be anticipated 
from their administration, a copious Index of Diseases and their Remedies renders the work emi- 
nently fitted for reference by showing at a glance ihe different means which have been employed, 
and enabling the practitioner to extend his resources in difficult cases with all that the experience 
of the profession has suggested. 



Rarely, indeed, have we had submitted to us a 
v*irk on medicine so ponderous in its dimensions 

as that now before us, and yet so fascinating in its 
contents. It is, therefore, with a peculiar gratifi- 
cation that we recognize in Dr. Sulle the posses- 
sion of many of those more distinguished qualifica- 
tions which entitle him to approbation, and which 
justify him in coming before his medical brethren 
as an instructor. A comprehensive knowledge, 
tested by a sound and penetrating judgment, joined 
to a love of progress -which a uiscriminating spirit 
of inquiry has tempered so as to accept nothing new 
because it is new, and abandon nothing old because 
it is old, but which estimates either accorc ing to its 
relations to a just logic and experience— manifests 
itself everywhere, and gives to the guidance of the 
author all 'he assurance of safety which ihe diffi- 
culties of his subject can allow. In conclusion, we 
earnestly advise our readers to ascertain for thtm- 
selves, bv a study of Dr. Stifle's volumes, the great 
value and interest of the stores of Knowledge they 
present. We have pleasure in referring rather to 
the ample treasury of undoubted truths, the real and 
assured conquest of medicine, accumulated by Dr. 
Sulle in his pages; and commend the sum of his la- 
bors to the attention, of our reauers, as alike honor- 
able to our science, and creditable to the zeal, the 
candor, and the judgment of him who lias garnered 



The most recent authority is the one last men- 
tioned, St.ille. His great work on " iViateria Medi- 
ca and Therapeutics," published last year, in two 
octavo volumes, of some sixteen hundred pages, 
while it embodies the results of the labor'of others 
up to the time of publication, is enriched with a 
great amount of original observation and research. 
We would draw attention, by the way, to the very 
convenient mode in which the Index is arranged in 
this work. There is first an •' Index of Remedies ;' 
next an " Index of Diseases and their Remedies." 
Such an arrangement of the Indices, in our opinion, 
greatly en hanc es the practical value of books of this 
kind. In tedious, obstinate cases of disease, where 
we have to try one remedy after another until our 
stock is pretty nearly exhausted, and we are almost 
driven to our wit's end, such an index as the second 
of the two just mentioned, is precisely what we 
want. — London Med. Times and Gazette, April, 1861. 

We think this work will do much to obviate the 
reluctance toa thorough investigation of this branch 
of scientific study, for in the wide range of medical 
literature treasured in the English tongue, we shall 
hardly find a work written in a style more clear and 
Simple, conveying forcibly the factB taught, and yet 
free from turgidity and redundancy. There isa fas- 
cination in its pages that will insure to it awvide 
popularity and attentive perusal, and'a degree of 



the whole so carefully.— Edinburgh Med. Journal. \ llse f u iness not often attained through the influence 



We knew that the task would be conscientiously 
performed, and that few, if any, among the distin- 
guished medical teachers in this country are better 
qualified than 1 e to prepare a systematic treatise 
on therapeutics in accordance with the present re- 
quirements of medical science. Our preliminary 
examination of the work has satisfied us that we 
were not mistaken in our anticipations. — New Or- 
leans Medical News, March, 1360. 



of a single work. The author has much enhanced 
the practical utility of his book by passing briefly 
over the physical, botani jal, aiidcoiiiuiercialhistory 
of medicines, and directing attention chiefly to their 
physiological action, and their application for the 
amelioration or cureof disease. He ignores hypothe- 
sis and theory which are soalluring to many medical 
writers, and so liable to lead them astray, and con- 
fines nun =elf to such facts as have been tried in the 
crucible of experience. — Chicago Medical Journal. 



SIMPSON (J. Y.), M. D., 
Professor of Midwifery, &c, in the University of Edinburgh, &c. 

CLINICAL LECTURES ON THE DISEASES OF WOMEN. With nu- 
merous illustrations. In one handsome octavo volume, of" over 500 pages, extra cloth, $3 00. 
(Now Ready, 1863.) 

This valuable work having passed through the columns of " The Medical News and Library" 
for 1860 18bl, and 1862, is now completed, and may be had separate in one handsome volume. 

The principal topics embraced in the Lectures are Vesico-Vagmal Fistula, Cancer of the Uterus, 
Treatment of Carcnoma by Caustics, Dysmenorrhea, Amenorrhea, Closures, Contractions, &c, 
of the Vagina, Vulvitis, Causes of Death after Surgical Operations, Surgical Fever, Phlegmasia 
Dolens Coceyodinia, Pelvic Cellulitis, Pelvic Hsemaloma, Spurious Pregnancy, Ovarian Dropsy, 
Ovariotomy, Cranioclasm, Diseases of the Fallopian Tubes, Puerperal Mania, Sub-Involution and 
Super-Involution of the Uterus, &cfec. 

As a series of monographs on these important topics— many of which receive little attention 
in the ordinary text-books— elucidated with the extensive experience and readiness of resource for 
which Profe-<or Simpson is so distinguished, there are tew practitioners who will not find in its 
pa ? es matter of the utmost importance in the treatment of obscure and difficult cases. 

SALTER (H. H.), M. D. 
ASTHMA- its Pathology, Causes, Consequences, and Treatment. In one vol. 

8vo., extra cloth. (Just Heady.) W'd. 

•k, , „ ^f iir Salter's work which is devoted , convey a just notion of the practical value of this 

The portionofDr. baiter sworn. w n(( ^^ i (f ^ work Thjg ^ space forbld8) amJ thlg 

to treatment, is or great practical i the differ- we shall little regret, if, by our silence, we should 



to treatment, is or gicaiuia^.w*. ....--- 
He treats successively of the influence Q 'Uw differ 
ent drugs which have been found usefu 'n re'iev ing 
the asthmatic paroxysm, so far as he has hud an i op 



we shall little regret, if, by our silence, we should 
induce our readers to possess themselves of the book 
itself; a book which, withoutuoubt, deserves to be 
ranked among the most vuluable of recent contribu- 
tions to the medical literature of this country.— 
Ranking' s Abstract, Jan., 1861. 
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SARGENT (F. W.), M . D. „ tt ™ti™t 

ON BANDAGING AND OTHER OPERATIONS OF MINOR SURGERY. 

New edition, with an additional chapter on Military Surgery. One handsome royal 12mo. vol., 
of nearly 400 pages, with 184 wood cuts. Extra cloth, $1 50. (Now Ready.) 
The value of this work as a handy and convenient manual for surgeons engaged in active duty, has 
induced the publishers to render it more complete for those purposes by the addition of a chapter 
on gun-shot wounds and other matters peculiar to military surgery. In its present form, there- 
fore, with no increase in price, it will be found a very cheap and convenient vade-mecum for con- 
sultation and reference in the daily exigencies of military as well as civil practice. 
We consider that no better book could be placed 



in the lianas of an tiospital dresser, or theyoung sur- 
geon, whose education in tins respect has not been 
perfected Wt most cordially commend this volume 
as one which the medical student should most close 
ly study, to perfect himself in these minor surgical 
operations in which neatress and dexterity are so 
much required, and on which a great portion of his 
reputation as a future surgeon must evidently rest 
And to the surgeon in practice it must prove itself 
a valuable volume, as instructive on many points 
which he may have forgotten. — British American 
Journal, May, 1862. 



The instruction given upon the subject of Ban- 
daging, is alone of great value, and while the author 
modestly proposes to instruct the students of medi- 
cine, and the younger physicians, we will say that 
experienced physicians will obtain many exceed- 
ingly valuable suggestions by its perusal. It will 
be found one of the most satisfactory manuals for re- 
ference in the field, or hospital yet published ; thor- 
oughly adapted to the wants of Military surgeons, 
and at the same time equally useful for ready and 
convenient reference by surgeon? everywhere'. — 
Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal, June, 1862. 



SMITH (W. TYLER), M . D., 

Physician Accoucheur to St. Mary's Hospital, &c. 

ON PARTURITION, AND THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

OBSTETRICS. In one royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, of 400 pages. $1 25. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF LEUCORRHCEA. With numerous illustrations. In one very handsome octavo volume, 
extra cloth, of about 250 pages. $ 1 50. 

TANNER (T. H.), M. D., 
Physician to the Hospital for Women, &c. 

A MANUAL OF CLINICAL MEDICINE AND PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

To*whicl» is added The Code of Ethics of the American Medical Association. Second 
American Edition. In one neat volume, small 12mo., extra cloth, 87 \ cents. 

TAYLOR (ALFRED S.), M . D., F. R. S., 

Lecturer on MedicalJurisprudenceand Chemistry in Guy's Hospital. 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. Fifth American, from the seventh improved 

and enlarged London edition. With Notes and References to American Decisions, by Edward 

Hartshorne,M.D. In one large 8vo. volume, extra cloth, of over 700 pages. $3 25. 

This standard work having had the advantage of two revisions at the hands of the author since 
the appearance of the last American edition, will be found thoroughly revised and brought up com- 
pletely to the present state of the science. As a work of authority, it must therefore maintain its 
position, both as a text-book for the student, and a compendious treatise to which the practitioner 
can at all times refer in cases of doubt or difficulty. 

No work upon the subject can be put into the 
hands of students either of law or medicine which 
will engage them more closely or profitably ; and 
none could be offered to the busy practitioner of 



either calling, for the purpose of casual or hasty 
reference, that would be more likely to afford the aid 
desired. We therefore recommend itas the best and 
safest manual for daily use. — American Journal oj 
Medical Sciences. 

It is not excess of praise to say that the volume 
before us is the very best treatise extant on Medical 
Jurisprudence. In saying this, we do not wish to 
be understood as detracting from the merits of the 
excellent works of Beck, Ryan, Traill, Guy, and 
others; but in interest and value we think it must 
be conceded that Taylor is superior to anything that 
has preceded it. — JV. W. Medical and Surg. Journal 

It is at once comprehensive and eminently prac- 
tical, and by universal consent stands at the head of 



American and British legal medicine. It should be 
in the possession o{ every physician, as the subject 
is one of great and increasing importance to the 
public as well as to the profession.— St. Louis Med. 
and Surg. Journal. 

This work of Dr. Taylor's is generally acknow- 
ledged to be one of the ablest extant on the subject 
ot medical jurisprudence, it is certainly one of the 
most attractive books that we have met with ; sup- 
plying so much both to interest and instruct, that 
we do not hesitate to affirm that after having once 
commenced its perusal, few could be prevailed upon 
to desist before completing it. In the last London 
edition, all tire newly observed and accurately re- 
corded facts have been inserted, including much 
that is recent of Chemical, Microscopical, and Pa- 
thological research, besults papers on numerous 
subjects never before published.— Charleston Mid. 
Journal and Review. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

ON POISONS, IN RELATION TO MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND 

MEDICINE. Second American, from a second and revised London edition. In one large 
octavo volume, ot 755 pages, extra cloth. $3 50. S 

Mr. Taylor's position as the leading medical jurist of England, has conferred on him extraordi- 
nary advantages in acquiring experience on these subjects, nearly all cases of moment bein* 
referred to him for examination, as an expert whose testimony is generally accepted as final 
The results of his labors therelore, as gathered together in thisVolume, care^fully Weighed and 
silted, and presented in the clear and mtelligible style for wh.ch he is noted, may be received 
as an acknowledged authority, and as a guide to be followed with implicit confidence 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR AND WM. BRANDE. 

CHEMISTRY. In one volume 8vo. See "Brande," p. 6. 
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TODD (ROBERT BENTLEY), M. D., F. R. S., 

Professor of Physiology in King's College, London; and 

WILLIAM BOWMAN, F. R. S., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy in King's College, London. 

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF MAN. With 

about three hundred large and beautiful illustrations on wood. Complete in one large octavo 

volume, of 950 pages, extra cloth. Prjce $4 50. 

Itis more concise than Carpenter's Principles, and 
more modern than the accessible edition of Muller's 
Elements; its details are brief, but suffieier.t; its 
descriptions vivid ; its illustrations exact and copW 

ous ; and its language terse and perspicuous. 

Charleston Med. Journal. 



A magnificent contribution to British medicine, 
•mu the American phj sician who shall fail to peruse 
it, will have faileil to read one of the most instruc- 
tive books of the nineteenth century. — N. O . Med. 
%nd Surg. Journal. 



TODD (R. B.) M. D., F. R. S., &c. 
CLINICAL LECTURES ON CERTAIN DISEASES OP THE URINARY 

ORGANS AND ON DROPSIES. In one octavo volume, 284 pages, extra cloth. $1 50. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

CLINICAL LECTURES ON CERTAIN ACUTE DISEASES. In one neat 

octavo volume, of 320 pages, extra cloth. $1 75. 



TOYNBEE (JOSEPH), F. R. S., 

Aural Surgeon to, and Lecturer on Surgery at, St. Mary's Hospital. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OP THE EAR; their Diag- 

nosis, Pathology, and Treatment. Illustrated with one hundred engravings on wood. In one 
very handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, $3 00. 



The work is a model of its kind, and every page 
and paragraph ot it are worthy of the most thorough 
study. Considered all in all — as an original work, 
well written, philosophically elaborated, and happi- 
ly illustrated with cases and drawings— it is bv far 
the ablest monograph that has ever appeared on the 
anatomy and diseases of the ear, and one of the most 
valuable contributions to the art and science of sur- 
gery in the nineteenth century. — N. Amer. Medico- 
Chirurg Review, Sept. 1860. 

We are speaking within the limits of modest ac- 



Surgery, it is without a rival in our language or any 
other. — Charleston Med. Journ. and Rev., Sept. 1860. 
The work of Mr. Toynbee is undoubtedly, upon 
the whole, the most valuable production of tne kind 
in any language. The author has long been known 
by his numerous monographs upon subjects con- 
nected with diseases of the ear, and is now regarded 
as the highest authority on most points in his de- 
partment of science. Mr. Toynbee's work, as we 
have already said, is undoubtedly the most reliable 
guide for the study of the diseases of the tar in any 



knowledgment, and with a sincere and unbiassed language, and should be in the library of every phy- 
judgment, when we affirm that as a treatise on Aural sician.— Chicago Med. Journal, July, 1860. 

WILLIAMS (C. J. B.), M.D., F.R.S., 

Professor of Clinical Medicine in University College, London, &o. 

PRINCIPLES OF MEDICINE. An Elementaiy View of the Causes, Nature, 

Treatment, Diagnosis, and Prognosis of Disease; with brief remarks on Hygienics, or the pre- 
servation of health. A new American, from the third and revised London edition. In one octavo 
volume, extra cloth, of about 500 pages. $2 50. 

WHAT TO OBSERVE 
AT THE BEDSIDE AND AFTER DEATH, IN MEDICAL CASES. 

Published under the authority of the London Society for Medical Observation. A new American, 

from the second and revised Londou edition. In one very handsome volume, royal 12mo., extra 

cloth. $1 00. 

To the observer who prefers accuracy to blunders I One of the finest aids to a young practitioner we 
and precision to carelessness, this little book is in- have ever seen. — Peninsular Journal of Mtdicim. 
valuable. — iV. H. Joumalof Medicin*. 



WALSHE (W. H.), M. D., 

Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in University College, London, &c. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE LUNGS; including 

the Principles of Physical Diagnosis. Third American, from the third revised and much en- 
larged London edition. In one vol. octavo, of 468 pages, extra cloth. $2 25. 
The present edition has been carefully revised and much enlarged, and may be said in the main 
to be rewritten. Descriptions of several diseases, previously omitted, are now introduced; an 
effort has been made to bring the description of anatomical characters to the level of the wants of 
the practical physician ; and the diagnosis and prognosis of each complaint are more completely 
considered. The sections on Treatment and the Appendix have, especially, been largely ex- 
tended. — Author's Preface. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE HEART AND 

GREAT VESSELS, including the Principles of Physical Diagnosis. Third American, from the 

third revised and much enlarged London edition. In one handsome octavo volume of 420 pages, 

extra cloth. $2 25. 

The present edition has been carefully revised ; much new matter has been added, and the entire 
work in a measure remodelled. Numerous facts and discussions, more or less completely novel, 
will be found in the description of the principles of physical diagnosis; but the chief additions have 
been made in the practical portions of the book. Several affections, of which little or no account 
had been given in the previous editions, are now treated of in detail. — Author's Preface. 
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New and much enlarged edition. 

WATSON (THOMAS), M. D., &.C., 
Late Physician to the Middlesex Hospital, &c. 

LECTURES ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 

Delivered at King's College, London. A new American, from the last revised and enlarged 

English edition, with Additions, by D. Francis Condie, M. D., author of " A Practical Treatise 

on the Diseases of Children," &c. With one hundred and eighty. five illustrations on wood. In 

one very large and hand.-ome volume, imperial octavo, of over 1200 closely printed pages in 

small type ; extra cloth, $4 75; strongly bound in leather, with raised bands, $5 50. 

That the high reputation of this work might be fully maintained, the author has subjected it to a 

thorough revision ; every portion has been examined with the aid of the most recent researches 

in pathology, and the results of modern investigations in both theoretical and practical subjects 

have been carefully weighed and embodied throughout its pages. The watchful scrutiny of the 

editor has likewise introduced whatever possesses immediate importance to the American physician 

in relation to diseases incident to our climate which are little known in England, as well as those 

points in which experience here has led to different modes of practice ; and he has also added largely 

to the series of illustrations, believing that in this manner valuable assistance may be conveyed to 

the student in elucidating the text. The work will, therefore, be found thoroughly on a level with 

the most advanced state of medical science on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The additions which the work has received are shown by the fact that notwithstanding an en- 
largement in the size of the page, more than two hundred additional pages have been necessary 
to accommodate the two large volumes of the London edition (which sells at ten dollars), within 
the compass of a single volume, and in its present form it contains the matter of at least three 
ordinary octavos. Believing it to be a work which should lie on the table of every physician, and 
be in the hands of every student, the publishers have put it at a price within the reach of all, making 
it one of the cheapest books as yet presented to the American profession, while at the same time 
the beauty of its mechanical execution renders it an exceedingly attractive volume. 



The fourth edition now appears, so carefully re- 
vised, as to add considerably to the value of a book 
already acknowledged, wherever the English lan- 
guage is read, to be beyond all comparison the best 
systematic work on the Principles and Practice of 
Physic in the whole range of medical literature. 
Every lecture contains proof of the extreme anxiety 
of the autlior to keep pace with the advancing know- 
ledge of the day One scarcely knows whether 
to admire most the pure, simple, forcible English — 
the vast amount of useful practical information 
condensed into the Lectures — or the manly, kind- 
hearted, unassuming character of the lecturer shin- 
ing through his work. — Land. Med. Times. 

Thus these admirable volumes come before the 
profession in their fourth edition, abounding in those 
distinguished attributes of moderation, judgment, 
erudite cultivation, clearness, and eloquence, with 
which they were from the first invested, but yet 
richer than before in the results of more prolonged 
observation, and in the able appreciation of the 
latest advances in pathology and medicine by one 

of the most profound medical thinkers of the day. 

London Lancet. 



The lecturer's skill, his wisdom, his learning, are 
equalled by the ease of his graceful diction, his elo- 
quence, and the far higher qualities of candor, of 
courtesy, of modesty, and of generous appreciation 
of merit in others.— N. A. Med -Chir Review. 

Watson's unrivalled, perhaps unapproachable 
work on Practice — the copious additions made to 
which (the fourth edition) have given it all the no- 
velty and much of the interest of a new book — 
Charleston Med. Journal. 

Lecturers, practitioners, and students of medicine 
will equally hail the reappearance of the work of 
Dr. Watson in the form of anew — a fourth— edition. 
We merely do justice to our own feelings, and, we 
are sure, of the whole profession, if we thank him 
for having, in the trouble and turmoil of a large 
praciice, made leisure to supply the hiatus caused 
by the exhaustion of the third edition. For Dr. 
Watson has not merely caused the lectures to be 
reprinted, but scattered through the whole work we 
find additions or alterations 'which prove that the 
author has in every way sought to bring up his teach- 
ing to the level of the most recent acquisitions in 
science.— Brit, and For. Medico- Chir. Review. 



New and much enlarged edition. 
WILSON (ERASMUS), F. R. S. 
A SYSTEM OF HUMAN ANATOMY, General and Special. A new and re- 
vised American, from the last and enlarged English Edition. Edited by W H Gobrecht M D 
Professor of Anatomy in the Pennsylvania Medical College, &c. Illustrated with three hundred 
and nmety-seven engravings on wood In one large and exquisitely printed octavo volume, of 
over bOO large pages; extra cloth, $ J 50. ' 

The publishers trust that the well earned reputation so long enjoyed by this work will be more 
than maintained by the present edition. Besides a very thorough revision by the author, it has been 
most carefully examined by the editor, and the efforts of both have been directed to Lilroducing 
everything which increased experience in its use has suggested as desirable to render it a complete" 
text-book for hose seeking to obtain or to renew an acquaintance wilh Human Anatomy The 
amount of additions which it has thus received may be estimated from the fact that the present 
edition contains over one-fourth more matter than the last, rendering a smaller type and an enlar-ed 
page requisite to keep the volume within a convenient size. The editor has exercised the S 
caution to obtain entire accuracy in the text, and has largely increased the number of illustra- 
tions, of which there are about one hundred and fifty more in this edition than in the as thus 
bringing distinctly before the eye of the student everything of interest or importance ' 

It may be recommended to the student as no less beauty of its mechanical execution, and the clear- 
ness of the descriptions which it contains is equally 
evident Let students, by all means examine tne 
c aims of this work on their notice, before they pur- 
chase a text-book of the vitally important science 
which this volume so fully and easily unfolds — 
Lancet. 

Weregard it as the best system now extant for 
students. — Western Lancet. 

It therefore receives our highest commendation - 
Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. °"«»i»«b.— 



distinguished by its accuracy and clearness of de 
scription than by its typographical elegance. The 
wood-cuts are exquisite. — Brit, and For. Medical 
Review. 

An elegant edition of one of the most useful and 
accurate systems of anatomical science which has 
been issued from the press The illustrations are 
really beautiful. In its style the work is extremely 
concise and intelligible. No one can possibly take 
up this volume without being struck with the great 
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™t Tvrcm.o™ « WILSON (ERASMUS), F. R. S. 

ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN. Fifth American, from the Fifth enlarged 

London edition. In one handsome octavo volume, of nearly 700 large pages, with illustrations 
on wood, extia cloth. $3 25. (Now Ready, May, 1863.) 

• T^V^fTt' WOrk ' which for twenty years has occupied the position of the leading authority 
in the English language on its important subject, has just received a thorough revision at the hands 
ot the author, and is now presented as embodying the results of.the latest investigations and expe- 
rience on all matters connected with diseases of the skin. The increase in the size of the work 
shows the industry of the author, and his determination that ii shall maintain the position which it 
has acquired as thoroughly on a level with the most advanced condition of medical scien'ce. 
A lew notices of the last edition are appended. 



The writings of Wilson, upondiseasesof the skin, 
are by far the most scientific and practical that 
have ever been presented to the medical world on 
this subject. The presentedition isagreat improve- 
ment on all its predecessors. To dwell upon all the 
great merits and high claims of the work before us. 
seriatim, would indeed be an agreeable service; it 
would be a mental homage which we could freely 
offer, but we should thus occupy an undue amount 
of space in this Journal. We will, however look 
at some of the more salient points with which it 
a hounds, and wh ich make itincompui a uiy superior to 
all other treatises on the subject of dermatology . N o 
mere speculative views are allowed a place in this 
volume, which, without a doubt will, for a very long 
period, be acknowledged as the chief standard work 
on dermatology. The principles of an enlightened 
and rational therapeia are introduced on every ap- 
propriate occasion. — Am. Jour. Med Science. 

When the first edition of this work appeared 
about fourteen years ago, Mr Erasmus Wilson hau 
already given some years to the study of Diseases 
of the Skin, and he then expressed his intention of 
devoting his future life to the elucidation of this 
branch of Medical Science In the present edition 
Mr. Wilson presents us with the results of his ma- 
tured experience, and we have now before us not 
merely a reprint of his former publications, but an 
entirely new and rewritten volume. Thus, the whole 
history of the diseases affecting the skin, whether 
they originate in that structure or are the mere mani- 
festations of derangement of internal organs, is 
brought ander notice, and the book includes a mass 
of information which is spread over a great part of 
the domain of Medical and Surgical Pathology. We 
can safely recommend it to the profession as the 
best workonthesubjectnow in existence in the En- 
glish language. — London Med. Times and Gazette 



No matter what other treatises may be in the libra- 
ry of the medical attendant, he needs the clear and 
suggestive couusels of Wilson, who is thoroughly 
posted up on all subjects connected with cutaneous 
pathology. We have, it is very true, other valuable 
works on the maladies that iuvade t lie skin; but, 
compared with the volume under consideration, they 
are certainly to be regarded as inferior lights iu guid- 
ing the judgment of the medical man. — Boston Med. 
and Surg. Journal, Oct. 1867. 

The author adopts a simple and entertaining style. 
He strives to clear away the complications of his 
subject, and has thus produced a book rilled with a 
vast amount of information, iu a form so agreeable 
as to make it pleasant reading, even to the uninitiated. 
More especially does it deserve our praise because of 
its beautiful and complete atlas, which the American 
publishers have successfully imitated from the origi- 
nal plates. We pronounce them by far the best imi- 
tations of nature yet published in our country. With 
the text-book and atlas at hand, the diagnosis is ren- 
dered easy and accurate, and the practitioner feels 
himself safe in his treatment. We will add that this 
wosk, although it must have been very expensive to 
the publishers, is not high priced. There is no rea- 
son, then, to prevent every physician from obtaining 
a work of such importance, and one which will save 
him both labor and perplexity. — Va. Med. Journal. 

As a practical guide to the classification, diagnosis, 
and treatment of the diseases of.the skin, the book is 
complete. We know nothing, considered in this as- 
pect, better in our language ; it is a safe authority on 
all the ordinary matters which, in this range of dis- 
eases, engage the practitioner's attention, and pos- 
sesses the high quality — unknown, we believe, to 
every older manual, of being on a level with science's 
high-watermark; a sound book of practice. — London 
Med. Times. 



ALSO, NOW READY, 

A SERIES OF PLATES ILLUSTRATING WILSON ON DISEASES 01? 

THE SKIN ; consisting of twenty beautifully executed plates, of which thirteen are exquisitely 
colored, presenting the Normal Anatomy and Pathology of the Skin, and containing accurate re- 
presentations of about one hundred varieties of disease, most of them the size of nature. Price 
in cloth. $4 50. 
In beauty of drawing and accuracy and finish of coloring these plates will be found equal to 

anything of the kind as yet issued in this country. The value of the new edition is enhanced by 

an additional colored plate. 



We ha7e already expressed our high appreciation 
of Mr. Wilson's treatise on Diseases of the Skin. 
The plates are comprised in a separate volume, 
which we counsel all those who possess the text to 
purchase. It is a beautiful specimen of color print- 
ing, and the representations of the various forms of 
skin disease are as faithful as is possible in plates 
of the size. — Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, April 
8, 1858. 



The plates by which this edition is accompanied 
leave nothing to be desired, so far as excellence of 
delineation and perfect accuracy of illustration are 
concerned. — Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

Of these plates it is impossible to speak too highly. 
The representations of the various forms of cutane- 
ous disease are singularly accurate, and the color- 
ing exceeds almost anything we have met with.— 
British and Foreign Medical Review. 

Also, the TEXT and PLATES done up in one handsome volume, extra cloth, price $7 50. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

THE DISSECTOR'S MANUAL; or, Practical and Surgical Anatomy. Third 

American, from the last revised and enlarged English edition. Modified and rearranged, by 
William Hunt, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania. In one 
large and handsome royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, of 582 pages, with 154 illustrations. $2 00. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND HEREDITARY SYPHILIS, AND ON 

SYPHILITIC ERUPTIONS. In one small octavo volume, extra cloth, beautifully printed, with 
four exquisite colored plates, presenting more than thirty varieties of syphilitic eruptions. $2 25, 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

HEALTHY SKIN; A Popular Treatise on the Skin and Hair, their Preserva- 
tion and Management. Second American, from the fourth London edition. One neat volume, 
royal 12mo., extra cloth, of about 300 pages, with numerous illustrations. $1 00 ; paper cover, 
75 cents. 
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WINSLOW (FORBES), M. D., D. C. L., &.C. 
ON OBSCURE DISEASES OF THE BRAIN AND DISORDERS OF THE 

MIND; their incipient Symptoms, Pathology, Diagnosis, Treatment, and Prophylaxis, in one 
handsome octavo volume, of nearly 600 pages, extra cloth. 

We close this brief and necessarily very imperfect 
notice of Dr. Winslow's great and classical work, 
by expressing our conviction that it is long since so 
important and beautifully written a volume 1ms is- 
sued from the British medical press— Dublin Med. 
Press, Jury 25, I860. 

We honestly believe this to be the best book of the 
'season.— Kanlcing's Abstract, July, 1860. 

The latter portion of Dr. Winslow's work is ex- 
clusively devoted to the consideration of Cerebral 



Pathology. It completely exhausts the subject, in 
the same manner as the previous seventeen chapters 
relating to morbid psychical phenomena left nothing 
unnoticed in reference to the mental symptoms pre- 
monitory of cerebral disease. It is impossible to 
overrate the benefits likely to result from a general 
perusal of Dr. Winslow's valuaule and deeply in- 
teresting work. — London Lancet, June 23, l&u'u. 

It contains an immense mass of information 

Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Review, Oct. I860. 



WEST (CHARLES), M. D., 

Accoucheur to and Lecturer on Midwifery at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Physician to the Hospital for 

Sick Children, <kc. 

LECTURES ON THE DISEASES OF WOMEN. Second American, from the 

second London edition. In one handsome octavo volume, extra cloth, oi about 500 pages; 
price $2 50. 
*** Gentlemen who received the first portion, as issued in the " Medical News and Library," can 
now complete their copies by procuring Part II, being page 309 to end, with Index, Title matter, 
&c, 8vo., cloth, price $1. 



We mustnow conclude this hastily written sketch 
With the confident assurance to our readers that the 
work will well repay perusal. The conscientious, 
painstaking , practical physician is apparent on every 
page. — N. Y. Journal of Medicine. 

We know of no treatise of the kind so complete 
and yet so compact.— Chicago Med. Jour. 

A fairer, more honest, more earnest, and more re- 
liable investigator of the many diseases of women 
and children is not to be found in any country.— 
Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 

We have, to say of it, briefly and decidedly, that 
it is the best work on the subject in any language ; 
and that it stamps Dr. West as the facile pr incept 
of British obstetric authors.— Edinb. Med. Journ. 



We gladly recommend his Lectures as in the high- 
est degree instructive to all who are interested in 
obstetric practice. — London Lancet. 

Happy in his simplicity of manner, and moderate 
in his expression of opinion, the author is a sound 
reasoner and a good practitioner, and his book is 
worthy of the hanusome garb in which it has ap- 
peared. — Virginia Med. Journal. 

We must take leave of Dr. West's very useful 
work, with our commendation of the clearness of 
its style, and the incustry and sobriety of judgment 
of which it gives evidence. — London Med Times. 

Sound judgment and good sense pervade every 
chapter of the Dook. From its perusal we have de- 
rived unmixed satisfaction. — Dublin Quart. Journ. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

LECTURES ON 'THE DISEASES OF INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. 

Third American, from the fourth enlarged and improved London edition. In one handsome 
octavo volume, extra cloth, of about six hundred and fifty pages. $i 75. 

The three former editions of the work now before 
us have placed the author in the foremost rank of 
those physicians who have devoted special attention 
to the diseases of early life. We attempt no ana- 
1) sis of this edition, but may refer the reader to some 
of the chapters to which the largest additions have 
been made — those on Diphtheria, Disorders of the 
Mind, and Idiocy, for instance — as a proot that the 
worK is really a new edition; not a mere reprint. 
In its present shape it will be found of the greatest 
possible service in the every-day practice of nine- 
tenths of the profession. — Med. Times and Gazette, 
London, Dec. 10, 1859. 

All things considered, this book of Dr. West is 
by far the best treatise in our language upon such 
modifications of morbid action and disease as are 
witnessed when we have to deal with infancy and 
Childhood. It is true that it confines itself to such 
disorders as come within the province of the phy- 
sician, and even with respect to these it is unequal 
as regards minuteness of consideration, and some 



diseases it omits to notice altogether. But those 
who know anything of the present condition of 
pediatrics will readily admit that it would be next 
to impossible to effect more, or effect it better, than 
the accoucheur of St. Bartholomew's has done in a 
single volume. The lecture (XVI.) upon Disorotrs 
of the Mind in children is an admirable specimen of 
the value of the later information convejed in the 
Lectures of Dr. Charles West. — London Lancet, 
Oct. 22, 1859. 

Since the appearance of the first edition, about 
eleven years ago, the experience of the author has 
doubled ; so that, whereas the lectures at first were 
founded on six hundred observations, and one hun- 
dred and eighty dissections made aiming neatly four- 
teen thousand children, they now embody the results 
of nine hundred observations, and two hundred and 
eighty-eightpost-mortemexamiuationsmade among 
nearly thirty thousand children, who, during the 
past twenty years, have been under his care. — 
Briti.sk Med. Journal, Oct. 1, 1859. 
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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE PATHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF ULCER- 

ATION OF THE OS UTERI. In one neat octavo volume, extra cloth. $1 00. 



WHITEHEAD ON THE CAUSES AND TREAT- I Second American Edition. In ont volnm* octa- 
MENT OF ABORTION AND STERILITY.! vo extra cloth, pp. 308. *1 75. 



